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1137135 

Acquisition  of  the  Ward  Papers  in  1945  was  a  major  addition  to 
the  Historical  Society’s  extensive  collection  of  Rhode  Island  manu¬ 
scripts.  Few  families  played  as  important  a  role  in  eighteenth  century 
Rhode  Island  as  did  the  Wards.  Both  Richard  Ward  and  his  son 
Samuel  were  Governors  of  the  Colony.  Two  other  sons  of  Richard 
were  successively  Secretary  of  State  for  fifty-one  years.  Samuel’s 
son,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Samuel  Ward,  was  a  distinguished  officer 
in  the  Revolution.  Samuel,  3rd,  son  of  Colonel  Ward,  became  a 
partner  in  the  leading  New  York  banking  house  of  Prime,  Ward, 
and  King.  Thereafter  they  lived  in  New  York  but  the  family 
retained  many  close  ties  with  Rhode  Island.  The  next  generation 
includes  Julia  (Ward)  Howe,  noted  author,  and  her  brother  Samuel 
Ward,  the  fabulous  “King  of  the  Lobby.” 

In  the  nineteenth  century  the  papers  relating  to  the  Revolution 
were  classified  and  arranged  by  Jared  Sparks,  editor  of  the  Library 
of  American  Biography  Series.  Sparks  placed  them  at  the  disposal 
of  Professor  William  Gammell  for  his  biography  of  Governor  Samuel 
Ward  published  in  the  series  (1846). 

For  a  time  thereafter  the  papers  disappeared.  In  1943  they  were 
brought  to  the  Society’s  attention  by  Henry  Howe  Richards,  grand¬ 
son  of  Julia  (Ward)  Howe,  and  eventually  they  were  purchased 
from  the  heirs  of  Charles  Henry  Ward,  great-grandson  of  Governor 
Samuel. 

The  present  volume  is  the  result  of  a  resolution  made  at  the  time 
of  acquisition,  that  a  beginning  be  made  in  publishing  this  valuable 
source  material.  The  Historical  Societies  of  Newport  and  Westerly 
have  generously  contributed  to  this  edition. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Bernhard  Knollenberg  has  been  in  search  of 
letters  of  Governor  Samuel  Ward.  When  he  saw  the  Ward  Papers 
he  readily  undertook  to  edit  for  publication  the  most  interesting  of 
those  which  have  come  to  light.  We  were  extremely  fortunate  to 


v 


find  someone  as  well  qualified  as  he,  and  we  wish  to  express  our 
cordial  appreciation  of  his  efforts. 

William  G.  Roelker 

Director 


Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 
December  1,  1951 
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SAMUEL  WARD  (1725-1776) 

Samuel  Ward,  three  times  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  and  for  a 
year  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  men  of  the  colony  in  the  eighteenth  century.  As  Governor 
during  the  critical  period  of  the  Stamp  Act  he  acted  with  decision 
and  wisdom,  and  on  a  national  scale  is  notable  for  his  services  in  the 
Continental  Congress  in  1774  and  1775-76.  Dying  in  March  1776, 
before  the  adoption  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  he  missed 
being  a  Signer;  but  his  surviving  letters  from  May  1775  to  March 
1776  (published  in  this  volume)  and  the  journals  of  Congress  prove 
him  to  have  been  one  of  the  leaders  of  that  remarkable  body  during 
the  critical  year  following  the  day  of  Lexington  and  Concord. 

Ward  was  born  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  May  27,  1725,  the  son 
of  Richard  Ward,  merchant  of  Newport  and  Governor  of  the  colony 
from  1740  to  1743,  and  Mary  Tillinghast,  member  of  a  well-known 
Rhode  Island  family.  Samuel  was  the  sixth  of  their  nine  children  to 
reach  maturity.1 

There  is  no  evidence  as  to  Ward’s  appearance.  The  supposed 
portrait  of  him  in  John  Ward’s  The  Life  and  Services  of  Governor 
Samuel  Ward,  published  in  1877  and  reproduced  in  the  second  vol¬ 
ume  of  Gertrude  S.  Kimball’s,  The  Correspondence  of  the  Colonial 
Governors  of  Rhode  Island,  ( 1903)  has  not  been  found,  much  less 
authenticated.  Until  it  has  been,  the  statement  of  Ward’s  great 
grandson,  another  Samuel  Ward,  must  stand.  He  wrote  Jared  Sparks 
in  1845,  “I  regret  to  say  that  we  know  of  no  existing  portrait  of 
Governor  Ward.”2 

Few  facts  concerning  Ward’s  early  life  and  education  are  known. 
His  older  brother,  Richard,  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1733; 
but  the  records  of  Harvard  and  Yale  establish  that  Samuel  attended 
neither  of  these  colleges.  William  Gammell,  Ward’s  chief  biographer, 

iUnless  otherwise  noted,  statements  of  fact  concerning  Ward  or  his  family  are 
based  on  the  Ward  Papers  at  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  in  Providence 
or  on  the  sketches  of  him  and  his  son  Samuel  in  the  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography. 

2Ward  to  Sparks,  New  York,  December  26,  1845;  Sparks  Manuscripts  #  153, 
Harvard  College  Library. 
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says  he  attended  grammar  school  in  Newport,  worked  in  his  father’s 
store  and  on  his  farm,  married  Anna  Ray  of  Block  Island,  and  soon 
after  marriage  settled  on  a  farm  acquired  from  his  father-in-law  in  the 
town  of  Westerly,  Rhode  Island.  Gammell  does  not  cite  his  sources, 
and  the  evidence  I  have  found  bearing  on  Ward’s  early  connections 
with  Westerly  is  meagre.  The  Westerly  town  records  contain  an  entry 
of  December  20,  1745,  “Samuel  Ward  and  Anna  Ray  Joynd  in  the 
bond  of  Matrimony  by  me.  Joseph  Park,”  and  another  of  June  2, 
1752,  “Voted,  Mr.  Samuel  Ward  is  admitted  free  of  this  Town.”3 
Furthermore,  in  a  deed  from  Ward  to  James  Nixon,  dated  February 
7,  1749,  conveying  the  ancient  Coddington  Mansion  in  Newport, 
Ward  describes  himself  as  “of  Westerly.”4 

Ward  was  fortunate  in  his  marriage  to  Anna  Ray.  Her  father, 
Simon  Ray,  was  one  of  the  distinguished  citizens  of  New  Shoreham, 
the  town  comprising  Block  Island.  His  four  daughters  all  married 
well.  At  the  time  of  Anna’s  marriage,  Judith,  the  eldest,  was  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Hubbart  (also  spelled  Hubbard)  of  Boston.  Catharine, 
the  friend  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  later  married  Governor- to -be 
William  Greene  of  Warwick  and  Phebe  married  John  Littlefield,  a 
leading  citizen  of  New  Shoreham.5  Anna  Ward’s  letters  in  the  Ward 
papers  give  the  impression  of  a  loving,  loyal,  hardworking  wife  and 
mother,  somewhat  less  educated  and  vivacious  than  her  charming 
sister  Katy. 

The  next  record  of  Ward  after  1752  is  four  years  later.  Letters  to 
him  from  Hubbart  in  December  1756  and  February  1757  disclose 
that  Ward  had  recently  shipped  more  than  2,000  lbs.  of  cheese  to 
Boston;  but  whether  he  was  then,  as  we  know  he  was  later,  both  a 
farmer  and  keeper  of  a  country  store  does  not  appear.  The  Town 
Records  show  he  was  by  this  time  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  community. 

3Record  Book  of  Town  Meetings,  Births,  Marriages  and  Earmarks  of  the  Town 
of  Westerly,  II  (1745-1778)  Office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  Westerly,  R.  I.  (The 
citation  in  Arnold,  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island  concerning  the  marriage  does 
not  correspond  to  present  page  numbering  of  volume  2  of  the  Westerly  Record 
Book).  Park  was  a  Congregational  minister  at  Charlestown,  previously  a  part  of 
Westerly. 

4Newport  Land  Evidences,  Newport  Historical  Society. 

SThis  and  other  information  on  the  Rays  is  derived  from  George  Andrews 
Moriarty’s  “The  Ray  Family,”  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Regis¬ 
ter  LXXXVI  (1932),  327-28  and  “Documents  Relating  to  the  Ray,  Greene  and 
Turner  Families,”  Rhode  Island  History  VI  (1947),  65-85,  and  from  William 
Greene  Roelker’s  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Catharine  Ray  Greene,  Their  Corre¬ 
spondence,  1755-1790  (1949). 
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The  home  farm6  owned  by  Ward  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  in 
the  Weekapaug  district,  about  five  miles  south  east  of  the  present 
town  of  Westerly  (then  but  a  few  houses  called  Pawcatuck  Bridge),7 
where  the  present  Weekapaug  road  crosses  the  Shore  road.  The 
farm  is  identified  by  a  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  marker 
as  the  birthplace  of  Ward’s  son,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Samuel  Ward, 
Continental  officer  in  the  American  Revolution.  A  few  rods  to  the 
north-west  of  the  marker  is  a  small,  well-kept  graveyard,  surrounded 
by  a  high  stone  wall,  containing  two  graves.  One  is  of  W ard’s  daugh¬ 
ter,  Hannah,  the  other  of  his  wife.  A  barely  legible  headstone  reads: 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Anna  Ward 
the  wife  of  the  Hon. 

Samuel  Ward,  Esq. 
and  daughter  of 
Simon  Ray,  Esq. 

She  departed  this 
Life  Decem’r  5,  1770 
In  the  43d  year  of  her  Age. 

Southward  from  the  graves,  rich  meadows,  dotted  with  cattle,  lead 
the  eye  to  the  beautiful  surf  of  Weekapaug  beach.  These  headstones 
indicate,  of  course,  that  here  was  Ward’s  home  and  that  he  lived 
there  as  early  as  1770.  But  no  record  has  been  found  as  to  when  he 
came,  nor  do  we  know  if  his  store  was  on  his  farm  or  elsewhere  in 
the  town. 


1756-1765 

Ward’s  public  life  began  in  1756  when  he  was  elected  one  of 
Westerly’s  two  deputies  to  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly.8  He 
was  re-elected  for  two  more  terms  of  six  months  each,  the  second  end¬ 
ing  in  May  1758.  Thereafter,  as  the  Town  Records  disclose,  he  was 
repeatedly  chosen  Moderator  of  town  meetings,  but  did  not  again 
serve  in  the  Assembly. 

6A  second  farm  is  mentioned  by  Ward  in  a  letter  of  June  8,  1775,  and  also  an 
island  improved  by  him. 

7Frederic  Denison,  Westerly  (Rhode  Island)  and  Its  Witnesses,  (Providence, 
1878),  178. 

8Town  Records  II  (1745-1778),  Meeting  of  August  31,  1756.  It  is  curious 
that  Ward  was  not  chosen  to  the  Town  Council  (equivalent  of  selectmen  in  other 
New  England  colonies)  or  other  local  office  before  becoming  Deputy,  but  no 
record  of  prior  election  appears. 
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While  Ward  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  there  began  the  bitter 
dispute  with  Stephen  Hopkins  of  Providence  that  rent  Rhode  Island 
politically  for  many  years.  On  the  voluntary  retirement  of  Governor 
William  Greene  of  Warwick,  the  elder,  after  seven  annual  terms  as 
governor,  Hopkins  succeeded  him  in  May  1755,  and  was  re-elected 
the  next  year.  In  1757  Greene  entered  the  field  again,  and  Hopkins, 
opposing  him,  issued  a  campaign  pamphlet9  defending  his  own 
administration.  Ward,  of  the  Greene  party,  published  a  reply10 
attacking  Hopkins  on  various  counts,  the  most  damning  of  which 
(if  true)  was  that  while  posing  as  a  super-patriot  in  the  French  and 
Indian  War  then  raging,  Hopkins  took  advantage  of  his  governorship 
to  profit  himself  and  to  give  his  sons  lucrative  war  jobs.  Greene  was 
elected,  and  Hopkins,  embittered  at  Ward,  brought  suit  against  him 
for  libel.  Ward  won  in  the  trial  court.  Hopkins  appealed,  and  failing 
to  press  the  appeal,  subjected  himself  to  substantial  costs  in  Ward’s 
favor.11  The  sketch  of  Ward  in  The  Dictionary  of  American  Biog¬ 
raphy  says,  “the  conservative  group,  the  merchants,  found  a  cham¬ 
pion  in  Ward,  while  the  radicals  looked  to  Hopkins.”  I  have  found 
no  evidence  of  such  a  line  of  cleavage ;  personal  and  sectional  rivalry 
seem  to  have  been  the  chief  factors. 

Governor  Greene  died  in  office  February  22,  1758,  and  for  four 
successive  years  thereafter  Ward  ran  unsuccessfully  against  Hopkins. 
In  1761  Hopkins  offered  to  retire  from  the  field  in  favor  of  a  neutral 
candidate,  but  W ard  would  not  agree,  and,  though  unsuccessful  that 
year,  he  won  in  the  next. 

Meanwhile  Ward  held  important  colonial  office.  He  was  one  of 
the  Rhode  Island  delegates  to  the  Hartford  Conference  of  1758, 
called  by  General  Lord  Loudoun,  Amherst’s  predecessor  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief  of  the  British  forces  in  North  America,  to  discuss 
the  contributions  expected  from  New  England  and  New  York  in  the 
forthcoming  campaign.12  In  1761  Ward  was  elected  Chief-Justice  of 

9Dated  March  31,  1757.  A  copy  is  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Library. 

10Dated  April  12,  1757.  A  copy  is  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Library. 

J1An  excellent  review  of  the  feud  and  libel  suit  is  in  Edward  Field,  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  at  the  End  of  the  Century,  (1902)  I, 
199-214.  The  Warner  Papers  II  and  III,  at  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 
have  many  documents  on  the  matter  which  disclose  that  James  Otis  and  Benjamin 
Prat  (or  Pratt)  of  Boston  represented  Hopkins  and  Ward,  respectively.  See  also: 
Frederick  B.  Wiener’s  “Notes  on  the  Rhode  Island  Admiralty,”  Harvard  Law 
Review,  XLVI,  57. 

12Ward’s  report  of  the  conference  is  in  John  R.  Bartlett,  Records  of  the  Colony 
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the  Rhode  Island  Superior  (Supreme)  Court  by  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly.  During  his  year  of  service  the  Court  rendered  one  of  the  most 
interesting  decisions  handed  down  by  a  colonial  court. 

The  case  involved  the  construction  and  validity  of  an  act  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  passed  in  1740,  providing  for  the  naturalization  by  the  colonial 
law  courts  of  Protestants  or  Jews  ( Catholics  were  excluded )  who  had 
lived  in  any  of  the  British  colonies  for  at  least  seven  years.13  According 
to  the  report  of  the  case  by  the  Reverend  Ezra  Stiles,  distinguished 
Congregational  minister  of  Newport  and  later  President  of  Yale, 
Aaron  Lopez  and  Isaac  Elizer,  Jewish  merchants  of  Newport,  applied 
to  the  Rhode  Island  Superior  Court  for  naturalization  under  this  act. 
The  Court  unanimously  rejected  their  application,  declaring  that  if 
the  act  applied  to  Rhode  Island,  which  the  Court  doubted,  the  act 
was,  to  that  extent,  void,  since  “by  the  Charter  granted  to  this  Colony 
it  appears  that  the  full  and  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  Christian  Religion 
and  a  desire  of  propagating  the  same  were  the  principal  Views  with 
which  the  Colony  was  settled  and  by  a  [Rhode  Island]  Law  ...  no 
Person  who  does  not  profess  the  Christian  Religion  can  be  admitted 
free  of  this  Colony.”  14 

So  far  as  is  known,  this  court,  of  which  Ward  was  the  presiding 
judge,  went  further  than  any  other,  either  British  or  British  colonial, 
towards  holding  an  act  of  Parliament  void.  James  Otis  had  argued 
the  year  before  in  the  famous  Paxton  (writ  of  assistance)  case  that 
the  courts  had  and  should  exercise  power  to  declare  acts  of  Parliament 
void,15  but  the  Massachusetts  Superior  Court,  apparently  without 
passing  on  the  question  of  its  power,  sustained  the  validity  of  the 
British  Act  in  question.16  The  statements  in  the  English  cases  asserting 
the  power  of  the  courts  to  hold  acts  of  Parliament  void  were  mere 
dicta.17 

of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  in  New  England  (Providence,  1856- 
1865).  Hereafter  cited  as  R.  I.  Records. 

13 13  George  II  chapter  7. 

14Entry  of  March  18,  1762;  Franklin  B.  Dexter,  ed.,  Extracts  from  the  Itin¬ 
eraries  .  .  .  of  Ezra  Stiles  (1916),  52-3.  The  case  is  fully  discussed  in  Abram  V. 
Goodman’s  American  Overture,  Jewish  Rights  in  Colonial  Times,  (1947),  52-8. 

13Otis  said,  “As  to  Acts  of  Parliament  —  an  act  against  the  Constitution  is  void; 
an  Act  against  natural  Equity  is  void:  .  .  .  Courts  must  pass  such  Acts  into  disuse.” 
Josiah  Quincy,  Reports  of  Cases  .  .  .  Massachusetts  Bay,  between  1761  and  1772, 
(1865),  474. 

16Same,  57. 

17Same,  521-25. 
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Lopez  and  Elizer  could  presumably  have  secured  a  reversal  of  the 
decision  on  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  in  England  ;18  but  they  took 
the  less  expensive  course  of  applying  for  naturalization  to  the  courts 
of  other  colonies,  Lopez  to  Massachusetts,  Elizer  to  New  York,  which 
granted  the  petitions.19 

During  Ward’s  term  as  Chief  Justice,  the  Court  also  had  to  decide 
the  ticklish  question  whether  or  not  to  affirm  a  sentence  of  death 
passed  on  a  Rhode  Island  soldier  for  an  offense  committed  outside 
the  colony.  Neither  Ward’s  letter  to  Chief  Justice  (later  Governor) 
Thomas  Hutchinson  of  Massachusetts,  concerning  the  case,  nor  the 
Court’s  decision  has  been  found;  but  Hutchinson’s  reply  to  Ward 
discusses  the  problem.  Hutchinson  wrote,  April  3,  1 762 : 20 


Your  letter  of  the  12th  of  March  never  came  to  my  hands  until  this  after¬ 
noon.  ...  Is  there  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  Power  or  authority  of  any  of 
the  Governments  by  a  Provincial  or  Colony  law  to  take  cognizance  of  a 
fact  without  their  jurisdiction?  May  it  not  be  considered  quoad  hoc  as 
an  extending  their  jurisdiction  beyond  the  limits  of  their  charter  or  the 
King’s  commission?  I  do  not  know  that  the  necessity  of  the  case,  that 
justice  may  be  done,  will  not  warrant  such  a  proceeding,  but  before  I 
passed  sentence  of  death  I  would  be  well  satisfied  of  my  authority  to  do  it. 
I  remember  when  we  first  sent  our  forces  to  the  Westward  without  our 
limits  we  had  thoughts  of  an  Act  of  government  to  invest  persons  with  a 
judicial  Power  for  punishing  offences  upon  the  spot  but  did  nothing  and 
left  all  offences  to  martial  law,  because  that  was  not  attended  with  the 
same  difficulty,  special  Power  being  given  for  that  by  charter  wthout  the 
Province.  Perhaps  you  have  further  considered  this  Point  than  I  have. 

I  am  Tho  Hutchinson 


To  the  hon.le  Samuel  Ward  Esq  Newport  Free  T.  Hubbart21 

Shortly  before  his  election  to  the  Supreme  Court,  Ward  was  able 
to  do  a  good  political  turn  for  his  younger  brother  Henry  on  the  death 

18Although,  because  of  the  protection  of  the  Colony’s  charter,  the  acts  of  Rhode 
Island  (unlike  those  of  most  of  the  colonies)  were  not  subject  to  review  and  dis¬ 
allowance  by  the  Privy  Council  acting  as  a  kind  of  super-legislature,  the  Council 
was  the  final  court  of  judicial  appeal  from  the  courts  of  Rhode  Island  as  well  of 
all  the  other  colonies.  Joseph  Henry  Smith,  Appeals  to  the  Privy  Council  from  the 
American  Plantations,  (1950),  the  index  under  Rhode  Island  and  Providence. 

19Goodman,  American  Overture,  57-8. 

20Unless  otherwise  stated,  all  quotations  from  letters  to  or  from  Ward  are  from 
originals  or  copies  in  the  Ward  Papers  at  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 

21Tuthill  Hubbart,  postmaster  at  Boston,  was  the  step-son  of  Benjamin  Frank¬ 
lin’s  brother,  John  Franklin.  Tuthill’s  brother,  Thomas  Hubbart,  was  the  hus¬ 
band  of  Judith  Ray,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Samuel  Ward.  Roelker,  Franklin-Greene 
Correspondence,  2,  26. 
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of  their  older  brother  Thomas,  Secretary  of  Rhode  Island.  Writing 
to  his  wife,  on  December  23,  1760,  of  Thomas’s  fatal  illness  and 
Henry’s  constant  attendance,  Ward  said  of  Henry,  “I  have  some 
Hopes  that  this  melancholy  Providence  may  awaken  him  from  the 
lethargy  he  has  so  long  been  in  and  induce  him  to  repent  and  reform ; 
His  Friends  incline  that  he  should  be  a  candidate  for  the  Secretaries 
office;  his  Integrity  and  Capacity  will  not  be  disputed  and  he  will 
engage  by  a  Reformation  to  obviate  all  other  Objections.”  What 
these  objections  were  does  not  appear,  but  they  were  evidently  over¬ 
come,  since  Henry  was  elected  Secretary  in  1761  and  consistently 
re-elected  annually  for  over  thirty  years,  dying  in  office  in  1797.  This 
letter,  incidently,  is  one  of  the  few  early  letters  of  Ward’s  known  to 
have  survived;  the  only  earlier  one,  apart  from  the  report  of  the 
Hartford  Conference  mentioned  above,  is  a  business  letter  of  little 
interest,  written  in  1758. 

As  previously  noted,  there  was  a  political  overturn  in  1762,  Ward 
defeating  Hopkins  for  the  governorship.  Most  of  Ward’s  surviving 
official  correspondence,  during  his  first  term  as  governor,  is  published 
in  Bartlett’s  Records  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  VI,  and  Kim¬ 
ball’s  The  Correspondence  of  the  Colonial  Governors  of  Rhode 
Island,  II.  It  deals  principally  with  raising  troops  for  service  under 
General  Amherst  and  obtaining  Rhode  Island’s  full  share  of  funds 
voted  by  Parliament  in  partial  reimbursement  of  expenditures  by  the 
colonies  for  war.22  The  Ward  correspondence  of  this  period  is  inter¬ 
esting  today  because  of  the  contrast  between  the  stately  language  of 
Ward,  the  British  colonial  official,  temporarily  part  of  the  great 
machinery  of  Empire,  and  the  simple  language  of  Ward  the  store¬ 
keeper  and  farmer.23  Official  letters,  liberally  sprinkled  with  “Your 
Excellency”  this  or  “Your  Lordship”  that,  and  dealing  with  high 
affairs  of  state  are  sandwiched  between  others  concerned  with  the 
details  of  buying  or  selling  cheese,  chickens,  molasses,  rum,  buttons, 
and  shalloons,  or  of  carting  dung  and  dagging  sheep. 

22The  French  and  Indian  War,  the  North  American  phase  of  the  Seven  Years 
War,  was  terminated  by  the  French  capitulation  at  Montreal  in  September  1760, 
but  war  was  still  raging  in  the  West  Indies,  Europe,  and  the  Far  East. 

23In  the  List  for  the  Town  Rate,  1762,  preserved  in  the  Public  Library  of 
Westerly,  Ward’s  property  is  listed  at  £45,800  (old  tenor),  topped  only  by  Dr. 
Joshua  Babcock,  Elias  Thompson,  and  Nathan  Tefft.  Whether  this  included 
Ward’s  store  as  well  as  his  farm  does  not  appear.  I  am  grateful  for  this  and  other 
useful  information  to  the  able  and  courteous  librarian  of  the  Westerly  library, 
Miss  Sallie  E.  Coy. 
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In  a  typical  letter  to  Amherst,  Ward  writes  on  September  6,  1762, 

I  have  lately  had  the  Honor  of  Receiving  two  Letters  from  your  Excel¬ 
lency  ...  It  gives  me  the  deepest  Concern  that  your  Excellency  shou’d 
imagine  there  is  any  Backwardness  in  this  Government  in  raising  the 
Recruits  for  the  Regulars  and  shou’d  be  of  Opinion  that  this  Colony  is  in 
Danger  of  incurring  his  Majestys  Displeasure;  but  when  your  Excellency 
considers  that  the  Number  of  Men  required  and  the  Bounty  Proposed 
by  your  Excellency  were  both  readily  voted  and  Persons  Appointed  in 
each  County  to  enlist  the  Men  I  cannot  but  flatter  myself  that  your 
Excellency  will  be  convinced  that  the  Government  hath  discovered  the 
greatest  Readiness  to  Promote  his  Majestys  Service  in  this  as  well  as 
other  Instances  and  that  your  Excellency  will  be  kind  enough  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  Colonys  Conduct  in  this  matter  in  the  most  favorable  Light. 

Only  a  few  sheets  further  along  in  the  file  are  letters  of  January  14, 
1765,  and  March  21,  1765,  of  a  strikingly  different  character.  In  the 
first,24  Ward  on  the  farm  in  Westerly  writes  his  wife  in  Newport.23 

My  better  Half 

The  Letters  which  You  mention  in  your  Last  I  have  received  with 
Pleasure  and  tho  I  did  not  mention  it  I  have  purchased  five  barrels  of 
Beef  and  one  of  Pork  but  cant  get  them  to  Town  [Newport]  without 
great  Expence  until  the  Spring;  if  the  Price  it  bears  will  allow  them  to 
come  by  M.r  Parks,  I  will  send  them.  I  have  sent  you  a  Pig  of  about 
100  weight,  2  Geese,  1  Turkey  11  Quails  and  3/2  dozin  Fowls  all  which 
I  hope  You  will  receive  well :  I  have  sent  you  a  small  Piece  of  Towcloth ; 
Flannel  I  have  not  received  yet:  I  have  sent  20  Dollars  and  2  Half 
Guineas  which  is  all  the  money  I  can  now  spare,  for  what  I  receive  goes 
daily  away  for  Cheese.  You’ll  let  me  know  what  Advice  You  have  from 
New  York  concerning  our  Cheese  there;  Amos  Pendletons  and  Johns 
accts  I  have  not  yet  received  but  want  much,  in  order  to  settle  with 
Them;  write  me  particularly  what  I  must  allow  Betty  for  her  whole 
Work  and  what  I  must  charge  for  the  lying  in  and  etc.;  send  the  Acct. 
of  what  You  rec.d  of  John  Stanton  that  I  may  settle  with  him ;  he  lost  the 
Min[u]te  you  gave  him:  dont  fail  to  send  the  2^2  y.d  Velvet  for  Miss 
Monson  for  they  have  been  for  it  and  I  promised  them  it  should  be  ready 
this  Week  without  Fail;  send  by  M.r  Parks’  Boat  1  bbl  Rum  and  1  bbl 
Molasses;  if  I  had  some  Shalloon  and  Buttons  and  hair  of  the  Colour 
of  the  Cinnamon  Broadcloth  I  could  sell  some;  Dockray  has  some  but 

24This  letter,  with  a  few  changes  in  punctuation  and  capitalization,  is  in  R.  1. 
Records ,  VI,  338-9. 

25 Ward  had  a  home  or  a  shop  somewhere  on  Thames  Street,  Newport,  at  this 
time,  as  appears  from  an  advertisement  in  the  Newport  Mercury  of  February  25, 
1765,  “Just  imported  by  John  and  James  Morton,  And  to  be  sold  at  their  SHOP 
opposite  the  Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  Esqr’s  in  Thames  Street  .  .  .”  Ward  inherited 
property  in  Newport  and  Little  Compton,  Rhode  Island,  on  the  death  of  his 
father  in  1763.  John  O.  Austin,  The  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island, 
(1887),  407,  last  paragraph. 
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asked  me  too  much  for  them;  if  You  can  get  them  at  a  reasonable  Rate 
You’ll  send  some;  We  want  some  Silk  Handks  any  Sort  that  you  cant  sell 
there  send  here;  Needles  are  much  wanted;  a  Piece  or  two  of  Ribon: 
As  you  know  the  Nature  of  Businiss  here  you  may  send  anything  which 
You  think  will  do;  I  observe  You  allow  me  three  Weeks  from  your  last 
but  I  would  not  have  you  expect  us  quite  so  soon  for  the  Roads  are 
almost  impassible  and  Money  excessively  scarce  and  I  am  determined  to 
get  some  before  my  Return;  I  have  [picked]  this  Day  three  Weeks  but 
if  possible  shall  be  sooner  but  shall  govern  myself  by  my  Business.  Do 
write  to  M.r  Hubbart  to  know  what  Beans  will  fetch  in  Boston.  I  am  in 
Hopes  they  will  answer  there;  I  am  thinking  you  may  borrow  half  a 
dozen  ba[s]k.s  Corn  of  Kenyon  or  Vane  as  we  can  pay  them  as  good 
again  when  the  Boats  go.  I  dont  know  how  to  think  of  being  absent  so 
much  longer  but  shall  endeavour  to  submit  with  as  much  Philosophy  as 
possible;  tell  Hannah  [the  oldest  daughter]  I  am  pleased  with  her  Letter 
and  shall  write  her  soon  but  am  too  much  fatigued  now  to  do  it  but 
hope  she’ll  be  pleased  that  I  have  sent  something  to  keep  the  Spit  em¬ 
ployed.  Remember  Me  to  all  our  Family  Friends  and  etc.  I  dont  know 
how  to  take  Leave  but  as  it  grows  late  shall  wish  You  a  very  good  Night 
but  must  add  that  I  desire  you  will  take  all  possible  Care  of  yourself  and 
will  enjoy  yourself  as  much  as  possible  notwithstanding  the  Difficulties 
of  our  Affairs  and  surely  a  Woman  who  has  a  Man  of  Sense  and  Spirit 
to  assist  her  and  is  under  the  particular  Care  of  an  all  gracious  Being 
may  and  for  ever  ought  to  be  chearful.  May  Heaven  grant  You  every 
thing  truely  valuable  and  desirable.  Adieu  My  Dearest  I  am 

Your  mst  affc.1  Husband  Sam  Ward 

The  Children  are  verv  well 

/ 

but  complain  of  the  Want  of 

[their]  Cloths  which  desire  you  to  send. 

The  letter  to  John  Bliven,  Jr.  at  Westerly  is  equally  homely.  W ard 
now  in  Newport  wrote: 

I  rec.d  your  Letters  by  Maj.r  Bliven26  and  am  well  pleased  that  You 
are  so  forward  in  your  breaking  up  and  believe  it  is  best  to  finish  the 
Island  and  all  except  round  the  Edge  of  the  Swamp  before  you  plough 
the  old  Ground:  remember  the  Dung  in  the  Barn  Yard  should  be  all 
pitched  over  and  well  heaped  again  and  the  other  Dung  beat  as  soon  as 
the  Weather  will  admit;  let  all  your  Fences  be  up  well  and  particularly 
the  wheat  Field  Fence;  let  the  white  plain  be  fenced  and  desire  M.r 
Gavet  to  make  their  Part  immediately  for  its  Time  the  Sheep  were  in 
now  and  I  would  not  let  it  alone  a  Fortnight  longer  upon  any  Account. 
I  depended  upon  W.m  Scriven  and  I  dont  take  it  well  of  him  that  he 
dont  do  the  Carpenters  Work  for  me  but  you  may  get  Hiscox  and  old 
M.r  Peckham  to  make  the  Room  that  Jed.h  Austin  used  to  live  in  com- 

26Major  Edward  Bliven,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Westerly,  elected  one  of 
its  deputies  in  the  General  Assembly  in  April  1766. 
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fortable  and  would  have  nothing  more  done  until  I  come  up  which  will 
very  soon.  Let  William  Greene  have  the  Cow  I  bought  at  Eber’s  Ven¬ 
dues,  that  which  I  bought  of  Tho.s  Sisson  For  Jos.  Greene,  a  brown 
young  Cow  with  very  high  Horns  and  a  browne  white  backed  and  white 
faced  young  Gow  which  I  had  of  your  Brother  James  when  she  was  a 
Yearling;  these  two  last  mentioned  came  in  last  Summer,  and  let  him 
have  two  of  the  Heifers  that  have  Calves  ...  Tell  David  Burdick  I  ex¬ 
pect  he  will  go  to  clearing  the  Swamp  in  Sanford’s  old  Field  immediately. 
Let  somebody  look  out  daily  for  Seaweed  [for  fertilizer]  and  if  any  comes 
up,  cast  as  much  as  possible;  the  Sand  which  You  carted  into  the  middle 
Meadow  I  believe  should  be  better  [torn].  Dag  your  Sheep  if  it  is  not 
already  done;  let  great  Care  be  taken  of  them,  the  Lambs,  Calves  and 
every  thing  so  that  there  be  no  Loss  nor  Waste.27  Peace  be  with  you  all. 

The  most  diverting  letter  of  the  1756-65  period  is  from  a  political 
henchman,  Asa  Kimball,  adjutant  in  Colonel  Samuel  Rose’s  Rhode 
Island  regiment.  Writing  Ward  on  October  28,  1762,  from  his  post 
at  Fort  Stanwix  in  western  New  York,  Kimball  says: 

May  it.  Please  the  Governor. 

I  take  this  Oppertunity  to  acquaint,  you  that  it  is  a  General  Time  of 
health  throughout  the  Regiments. 

But  I  am  Very  Sorrey  to  here  Such  News  from  home  and  that  is  that 
M.r  Hopkinses  Party  is  Strongest,  in  the  house  of  Debeties  which  I  am 
a  frade  is  owing  to  the  Neglect;  of  some  of  our  freinds :  This  news  Gives 
Great  Satiesfaction  to  the  famous  Mayor  Puke  [unidentified]  who  Per- 
tended  to  be  Such  a  Great  freind  to  your  Honour  and  our  Party:  How 
Ever  I  Dar  Say  your  Honour  is  not  at  a  Loss  how  to  Treat  him  as  a 
freind.  Such  freind  as  he  is,  is  to  be  Crossed  out  of  our  Book.55  he  is  a 
man  that  Pertends  to  Cast  Many  afflections  upon  the  Present  Adminis- 
teration :  How  Ever  I  have  nothing  to  write  Remarkable  .  .  .  the  work.55 
of  the  fort  is  all  most  finished  .  .  . 

I  beg  your  Honour  Would  Excuse  My  Booldness:  .  .  . 

I  Cant  But  think  it  was  my  Duty  to  have  wrote  to  your  honour  Beforce; 
Pay  my  Complements  to  Henery  Ward  Esq  and  Joseph  Wanton  Esq. 
and  all  other  Good  herty  freinds: 

So  plese  God  I  Live  to  Return  home  I  Shall  Lett  them  Know  what 
Little  I  Can  Due  toward  Party: 

Cap*.  [Abraham  Hawkins]  who  Pertended  to  be  Such  a  good  freind  is 
as  herty  for  M.  Hopkins  as  any  officer  upon  this  Ground,  and  aposes 
Every  thing  that  Is  tallked  of  in  your  faver.  there  fore,  there  fore  their 
Is  no  Dependience  upon  Such  Men:  and  we  Dont  Want  the  assistance 
of  any  Such  Men;  we  are  Strong  a  noof  and  that  your  honour  will  See 

27The  inventory  filed  May  3,  1776,  by  Ward’s  executors  of  the  household  goods, 
library,  merchandise,  slaves,  and  farm  animals  in  Westerly  listed  around  30  horned 
cattle,  30  swine,  30  “dung  hill  fowl”  (chickens),  13  geese,  6  horses,  4  pair  oxen 
and  147  sheep.  Records  of  Council  and  Probate,  IV  (1762-1787),  in  the  office  of 
the  Town  Clerk,  Westerly,  R.  I. 
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the  next  Election  and  your  honour  will  Know  your  Frcind  from  Your 
foes ;  for  your  honour  may  Relie  upon  my  Word  and  Honour  that  I  Shall 
Live  and  Die  with  my  friend  and  Shall  not  Spare  my  Pains  in  Serveing 
your  Honour  to  my  utmost  and  all  the  Rest,  of  my  freinds;  I  am  not 
a  frade  to  face  what  I  have  wrote 

Sir  I  Begg  Leave  to  —  Subscribe  My  Self  your  Herty  Freind  and  humble 
Servent.  Asa  Kimball  Adjutant.  Re:  Island  Regimt 

Kimball  proved  over-sanguine.  W ard  was  defeated  by  Hopkins  in 
1763  and  again  the  next  year.  But  in  1765  Ward  in  turn  came  in 
for  a  couple  of  terms. 


1765-1767 

At  the  time  of  his  election  and  installation  in  May  176528  Ward, 
not  quite  forty  years  old,  was  the  father  of  ten  children,29  and  a  pros¬ 
perous  farmer  and  store  keeper.  The  volume  of  his  business  was 
apparently  considerable  since,  according  to  Ezra  Stiles,  “Governor 
Ward  is  said  to  have  owing  to  him  in  Westerly  <£40,00030  and  be¬ 
tween  50  and  60,000  inclusive  [of]  Hopkinton.”  31 

In  the  royal  colonies  where  the  governors  were  appointed  by  the 
King,  a  new  governor  was  inducted  with  much  pomp  and  circum¬ 
stance.  But  in  Rhode  Island,  where  the  governor  was  elected  an¬ 
nually  by  the  freemen  of  the  colony,  the  ceremony  (judging  from 
the  newspapers)  was  apparently  very  simple.  On  Monday,  May  6, 
1765,  the  Newport  Mercury  reported  “Last  Wednesday,  agreeable 
to  the  Royal  Charter  of  this  Colony,  the  annual  General  Election  was 
held  in  this  place,  when  the  following  Gentlemen  were  elected  to  the 
Offices  ascribed  to  their  respective  Names,  for  the  Year  ensuing,  viz. 

The  Honorable  Samuel  Ward,  Esq.;  Governor 

The  Honorable  Elisha  Brown,  Esq.;  Dep.  Governor.” 

Governor  Ward  was  faced  not  only  with  the  difficulties  rising  out 
of  the  Stamp  Act  of  1765,  but  with  a  strain  in  the  relations  between 

28The  voters  (freemen)  cast  their  ballots  in  April,  and  the  persons  having  the 
largest  vote  were  formally  elected  when  the  votes  from  the  various  towns  were 
submitted  at  the  May  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

^Charles,  Hannah,  Anna  (Nancy),  Catharine,  Mary  (Polly),  Samuel,  Deborah, 
Simon  Ray  (Ray),  John,  and  Richard.  One  more  child,  Elizabeth,  was  born 
in  1767. 

30Old  tenor,  the  ratio  of  which  to  lawful  money  of  Rhode  Island  was  23)4  to  1. 
Law  of  June  1763  R.  I.  Records,  VI,  361-62.  By  act  of  Parliament  the  ratio  of 
lawful  money  to  sterling  could  be  no  lower  than  4  to  3,  6  Anne  ch.  30  (1707). 

31Stiles,  Itineraries,  188;  under  date  of  July  8,  1763.  Hopkinton,  formerly  part 
of  Westerly,  lay  directly  north  of  it. 
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Great  Britain  and  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  anticipating  the  Stamp 
Act  by  two  years.  Since  1733  there  had  stood  on  the  British  statute 
books  an  act  of  Parliament  commonly  known  as  the  Molasses  Act, 
or  the  Sugar  Act,  imposing  a  prohibitive  rate  of  duty  of  six-pence  a 
gallon,  equal  to  about  100%  ad  valorem,  on  importation  into  the 
British  colonies  of  molasses  produced  in  the  French  and  other  foreign 
colonies  in  America.32  Apparently  the  chief  object  of  the  act  was  to 
give  the  British  West  Indian  colonies  a  monopoly  of  the  market  for 
molasses  in  the  British  North  American  —  the  “continental”  —  colo¬ 
nies.  However,  the  officers  of  the  English  customs  service  stationed 
in  the  colonies  in  effect  amended  the  act  by  a  well-established  ad¬ 
ministrative  practice  requiring  payment  of  only  a  small  fraction  of 
the  statutory  duty.  This  “indulged”  trade  in  foreign  molasses,  as  it 
was  called,  was  carried  on  openly.  It  was  pursued  not  only  by  the 
smuggling  merchants,  who  clandestinely  imported  European  and 
East  Indian  products  from  non-British  ports  in  violation  of  acts  of 
Parliament,  permitting  importation  of  such  products  only  from  Great 
Britain,  but  also  by  the  non-smuggling  “fair  traders.” 

In  1763  George  Grenville,  who  had  recently  succeeded  Lord  Bute 
as  British  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Prime  Minister,  determined 
to  enforce  rigidly  all  British  acts  restraining  colonial  trade,  including 
the  Molasses  Act.  The  enforcement  of  this  act  was  particularly  in¬ 
jurious  to  Rhode  Island  because  the  colony’s  large  distilling  industry 
and  slave  trade  with  West  Africa  were  based  on  rum  distilled  from 
the  cheap  molasses  imported  from  the  French  and  other  foreign 
colonies.33  The  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,34  together  with 
those  of  other  colonies,  protested  against  the  renewal  of  the  foreign 
molasses  duty,  which  was  to  expire  in  1764;  but  Parliament,  though 
reducing  the  rate  from  six  to  three  pence  a  gallon,  not  only  renewed 
the  duty  in  1764,  but  for  the  first  time  made  it  perpetual.35 

Grenville’s  enforcement  measures  included  a  chain  of  British  naval 
vessels  from  Newfoundland  to  Florida,  commissioned  as  an  arm  of 
the  English  customs  service.  To  the  Rhode  Island  station  was  as- 

326  George  II,  Chapter  13.  The  act  also  imposed  heavy  duties  on  foreign 
colonial  sugar  and  rum. 

33A  French  decree,  presumably  designed  to  protect  French  brandy  interests, 
prohibited  exportation  of  French  colonial  rum  to  France.  For  this  and  perhaps 
other  reasons,  molasses  could  be  bought  in  the  French  colonies  cheaper  than  in 
the  British  West  Indies. 

^January  26,  1764;  R.  I.  Records,  VI,  378-83. 

354  George  III,  ch.  15. 
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signed  the  Squirrel,  a  vessel  of  twenty  guns,  which  according  to  the 
Newport  Mercury  of  December  26,  1763,  had  “just  arrived  in  this 
Harbour.”  A  vessel  engaged  in  enforcing  so  injurious  a  law  as  the 
Molasses  Act  was  bound  to  be  unpopular  under  the  best  of  circum¬ 
stances,  but  local  ill  feeling,  was  intensified  by  the  following  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

In  July  1764,  members  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  St.  John,  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Squirrel,  stole  some  hogs  and  poultry  from  William 
Harrison,  a  local  miller,  and  when  deputy  sheriffs,  armed  with  a 
warrant  for  the  arrest  of  the  accused,  tried  to  board  the  schooner  to 
take  them  into  custody,  the  deputies  were  not  permitted  to  come 
aboard.  This  led  to  a  series  of  incidents,  including  an  order  from  the 
senior  magistrates  present  in  Newport  at  the  time  to  the  gunner  at 
Fort  George,  a  colony  fort  at  Goat  Island  off  Newport  harbor,  to 
prevent  the  schooner  from  leaving  the  harbor.  When  she  set  sail,  the 
gunner  fired,  supposedly  only  to  bring  her  to,  but  actually  piercing 
her  mainsail,  and  the  firing  stopped  only  when  the  schooner  reached 
the  shelter  of  the  Squirrel.  The  next  morning  a  party  of  men  from 
the  Squirrel,  under  one  of  the  ship’s  officers  landed  on  Goat  Island, 
seized  the  gunner  and  carried  him  on  board  the  Squirrel.  The  gun¬ 
ner  was  apparently  soon  released,  and  the  men  charged  with  theft 
were  handed  over  to  the  proper  civil  officers  in  Newport,  thus  ending 
the  incident.  But  the  heat  from  this  affair  had  scarcely  had  time  to 
subside,  when  the  Maidstone  of  28  guns,  Captain  Charles  Antrobus 
commanding,  arrived  at  Newport  to  replace  the  Squirrel. 

Antrobus  soon  made  himself  odious  by  seizing  and  impressing 
Rhode  Island  seamen  for  service  on  his  ship.  Even  in  time  of  war, 
when  impressment  of  men  in  the  colonies  served  to  help  defend  the 
colonies  from  foreign  attack,  the  harshness  and  capriciousness  of  the 
press  led  to  riots  in  colonial  ports.  In  time  of  peace,  when  colonial 
impressment  was  probably  legal  only  in  case  of  “unforseen  and 
emergent  necessity”  36  and  served  no  obvious  colonial  end,  the  press 
was  intolerable.  On  June  5,  1765,  local  hatred  of  Antrobus  and  his 
impressments  reached  a  climax  in  the  seizure  and  burning  of  one  of 
the  Maidstone's  boats  in  Newport  harbor.  If  Antrobus  expected  an 

36Under  a  British  act  of  1707  (6  Anne  Chapter  37,  section  9),  men  in  the 
colonies  were  entirely  exempt  from  impressment.  An  act  was  passed  in  1746  re¬ 
ferring  exclusively  to  the  West  Indies  (9  George  II  Chapter  30,  Section  7).  The 
contention  of  British  naval  commanders  that  the  act  of  1707  expired  with  the 
war  or  that  the  1746  act  repealed  the  act  of  1707  except  as  to  the  West  Indian 
colonies,  was  of  dubious  validity. 
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abject  apology  from  the  Governor  for  the  failure  to  prevent  this  out¬ 
break,  he  must  have  been  jolted  by  the  following  letter  received 
from  Ward: 


Newport  11th  June  1765 

Last  Friday  I  sent  the  High  Sheriff37  of  this  County  on  Board  his  Maj.s 
Ship  Maidstone  with  a  Letter  directed  to  You  or  in  Your  Absence  to 
the  commanding  officer  requiring  the  Dismission  of  several  Inhabitants 
of  this  Colony  lately  impressed  and  detained  on  Board  said  Ship  contrary 
to  Law  —  In  Return  to  which  he  acquainted  Me  that  it  was  not  in  his 
Power  to  comply  with  my  Order  but  that  he  hourly  expected  your 
Return  and  was  very  confident  that  You  would  give  me  sufficient  Satis¬ 
faction  upon  that  Head  But  the  Men  being  still  detained  and  the  great 
Uneasiness  occasioned  thereby  continuing  I  must  repeat  my  Demand 
that  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  who  have  been  forceably  taken 
and  detained  on  Board  his  Majts  Ship  under  your  Command  be  forth¬ 
with  dismissed. 

Lieut.  Baines  enclosed  Me  an  AccO  of  the  illegal  Proceedings  of  some 
Persons  in  this  Town  in  taking  and  burning  a  Boat  belonging  to  his 
Maj.*  Ship  Maidstone  and  abusing  Mr  Jenkins  the  2nd  Lieut.  This 
Affair  hath  given  Me  the  greatest  Uneasiness  and  I  do  assure  You  that 
upon  proper  Application  I  shall  use  my  Endeavours  to  prevent  any  such 
violent  and  scandalous  Measures  from  taking  Place  for  the  future  and 
to  bring  all  those  who  have  lately  behaved  in  that  illegal  manner  to 
condign  Punishment  and  further  I  do  assure  You  that  whenever  any  of 
the  Officers  or  Men  belonging  to  his  Maj.ts  Ship  Maidstone  may  be  on 
Shore  they  may  depend  upon  my  Protection,  They  behaving  themselves 
peaceably  and  conforming  to  the  Laws  of  the  Colony. 

To: 

Charles  Antrobos,  Esqr 

Commander  of  his  Majys  Ship  Maidstone38 

Although  W ard  and  Antrobus  were  still  exchanging  letters  about 
the  incident  as  late  as  March  1766,  the  Captain  apparently  dropped 
the  matter  soon  afterwards.  In  the  meanwhile,  however,  two  other 
incidents  occurred,  which  caused  Ward  great  difficulty. 

The  first  was  in  August  1765,  when,  in  the  midst  of  the  Stamp  Act 
excitement,  John  Robinson,  Collector  of  Customs  at  Newport,  took 
refuge  on  board  the  Cygnet,  Captain  Charles  Leslie,  commanding, 
temporarily  replacing  the  Maidstone.  Robinson  had  recently  made 
himself  obnoxious  by  seizing  a  local  sloop  for  alleged  evasion  of  the 
Molasses  Act  and  by  demanding  fees  under  a  recent  act  of  Parliament 

^Joseph,  son  of  Gideon  Wanton,  of  Newport. 

38Copy  in  Ward’s  hand  in  R.  I.  State  Archives. 
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in  excess  of  rates  fixed  by  Rhode  Island  statute.39  Ward  finally  con¬ 
vinced  Robinson  that  he  might  safely  return  to  his  post  but  not  until 
after  a  heated  exchange  of  letters  had  taken  place  between  W ard  and 
Captain  Leslie,  who,  at  one  point,  threatened  to  fire  on  Fort  George 
and  intimated  he  would  drop  a  few  shots  to  boot  into  Newport  if  any 
attempt  were  made  to  rescue  the  seized  sloop.  The  second  incident 
occurred  when  news  reached  Newport  that  Augustus  Johnson,  a 
prominent  local  lawyer  and  Attorney-General  of  the  colony,  had  been 
appointed  Stamp  Commissioner  for  Rhode  Island.  Johnson  first 
agreed  not  to  “Execute  said  office  without  the  consent  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Colony,”  40  and  later  formally  resigned,  but  not  until  after 
riot  and  threats  had  terrified  him  and  disturbed  the  peace  of  the 
colony.41  Johnson’s  agreement  apparently  satisfied  his  fellow  citi¬ 
zens  until  the  latter  part  of  December,  when  a  letter  of  September  14, 
1765,  from  the  British  Treasury  Board  to  Governor  Ward,  requiring 
a  report  as  to  how  the  stamp  act  was  coming  along  in  Rhode  Island, 
led  to  a  demand  for  Johnson’s  formal  resignation.  On  December  26 
Ward  wrote  the  Treasury  Board  of  Johnson’s  resignation,  adding 
there  was  such  unanimity  of  sentiment  throughout  the  colonies 
against  the  Stamp  Act  that  presumably  no  one  else  would  “undertake 
to  execute  that  Office.” 

I  have  found  no  contemporary  evidence  confirming  the  oft-repeated 
statement42  that  W ard,  alone  of  the  colonial  governors,  refrained  from 
taking  the  oath  to  enforce  the  Stamp  Act  required  under  penalty  of 
forfeiting  <£,  1 000. 43  But  the  fact  that  the  General  Assembly  passed 
an  act  in  September  1765,  directing  all  officers  of  the  colony  “to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  execution  of  their  respective  officers  in  the  same  manner 
as  usual”  and  promising  to  “indemnify  and  save  harmless  all  the 

39The  Rhode  Island  fees  act  was  passed  in  October  1764  ( R .  I.  Records,  VI, 
413),  the  act  of  Parliament,  early  in  1765  (5  George  III,  ch.  45,  sec.  27).  The 
facts  are  stated  in  a  letter  from  Robinson  and  others  to  Ward,  September  1,  1765. 
R.  I.  Records  VI,  454. 

40Johnson  to  Robinson,  November  22,  1765;  R.  I.  Records  VI,  477. 

41The  details  appear  in  the  correspondence  published  in  R.  I.  Records  VI, 
453-79,  514,  590-91. 

42A  document  captioned  “Stamp  Act”  by  Ezra  Stiles,  written  apparently  about 
1767,  says  Ward,  unwilling  to  take  the  oath,  proposed  to  resign  unless  the  legisla¬ 
ture  agreed  to  indemnify  him  for  the  penalty  specified  for  not  taking  the  oath. 
Stamp  Act  Note  Book,  Yale  University  Library. 

435  George  III  ch.  12,  sec.  60  (1765)  coupled  with  7  and  8  William  III  ch.  22, 
sec.  4  (1696). 
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said  officers,  on  account  of  their  conduct”  lends  strong  color  to  the 
statement.44 

Ward’s  conduct  during  his  1765-66  term  was  apparently  approved 
by  the  majority  of  the  voters  of  Rhode  Island,  since  he  was  re-elected 
in  May  1766.  His  third  term  was  relatively  quiet,  the  difficulties  with 
Great  Britain  having  been  largely  smoothed  out  in  1766  by  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Act  and  reduction  in  the  import  duty  on  foreign  mo¬ 
lasses  to  a  penny  a  gallon.  He  suffered  a  political  blow,  however,  in 
the  financial  debacle  and  resultant  discredit  of  his  chief  political  sup¬ 
porter  in  the  northern  part  of  the  colony,  Deputy-Governor  Elisha 
Brown  of  North  Providence  —  uncle  of  the  famous  brothers,  Nich¬ 
olas,  Joseph,  John  and  Moses  Brown  of  Providence.  Elisha  Brown 
wrote  Ward  on  August  5,  1766: 

“Most  worthy  frind  Governor  Ward 

“I  first  Aquaint  you  that  My  hoole  trade  an  Navegashon  the  Last 
Year  past  has  bin  Atended  with  on  Expected  [unexpected]  and  hevey 
Lorses.  As  to  My  helth  I  Can  thanck  God  I  never  was  weler  in  Asumer 
Seson  then  this.  You  Are  sensible  the  Nater  of  man  is  to  take  All  advan- 
tagesis  posoble  thay  Can  And  as  Our  Enemeys  are  Sensable  of  My  hard 
forten,  Doutles  thay  May  take  this  presant  Opertunety  to  advan  them 
Selves  and  Strick  Abloold  bloo  [strike  a  bold  blow]  to  Git  the  strenth 
of  the  Lore  [lower]  hous  next  Choyes.  I  shall  take  proper  Care  to  Not 
Lus  Ground  in  this  Countey  and  As  to  All  other  parts  I  Submit  to  you 
Judjment  and  Care  in  Riten  to  our  frind;  you  May  Depend  on  thare 
taking  this  opertuntey  for  Power.  God  only  Noos  whether  they  will 
Sucksed.  I  Remane  with  Grate  truth  A  Sensear  Frind  to  your  Self  and 
yours. 

Elisha  Brown” 

Brown’s  prophecy  as  to  what  to  expect  from  “the  Nater  of  man” 
proved  only  too  true,  and  at  the  April  1767  election  Hopkins  de¬ 
feated  Ward. 


1768-1774 

In  1768  both  Ward  and  Hopkins  stayed  out  of  the  race  in  favor 
of  a  compromise  candidate,  Josias  Lyndon  of  Newport,  long  the 
Clerk  of  the  General  Court.  The  next  year,  however,  Hopkins, 
though  not  running  himself,  threw  his  support  to  Joseph  Wanton  of 
Newport,  who  beat  Lyndon.  In  1770  Ward  entered  the  lists  against 
Wanton,  but  was  defeated,  and  Wanton  was  thereafter  annually  re- 

44/?.  I.  Records ,  VI,  452. 
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elected,  apparently  without  further  opposition  from  Ward,  until  and 
including  1775. 

Samuel  Ward,  Jr.,  “Sammy,”  for  the  first  time  enters  directly  into 
the  correspondence  during  this  period.  Samuel  Ward,  Sr.,  was  one 
of  the  original  trustees  of  Rhode  Island  College  (now  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity)  established  at  Warren,  Rhode  Island,45  in  1764,  and  in  1769 
Sammy,  barely  thirteen,  was  attending  or  preparing  for  the  college. 
This  appears  from  a  letter  of  November  22,  1769,  from  his  father  to 
Sammy,  expressing  hope  he  will  be  able  to  “learn  Arithmitick  and 
Merchants  Accounts”  along  with  his  other  studies;  warning  him  not 
to  overtax  his  eyes;  and  sending  regards  to  President  and  Mrs.  James 
Manning.46  The  following  undated  letter  from  his  mother  to  Sammy 
is  probably  of  about  the  same  date. 

my  Dear  Child 

we  are  all  Thoughtful  of  you  as  you  are  at  Such  a  Distance  from  us 
and  Posably  your  Sisters  May  have  Said  more  than  is  agreeable  but  it 
Comes  from  the  overflowings  of  a  good  heart.  As  to  my  Selfe  have  bin 
very  unwell  generally  and  Scarcely  wrote  a  letter  Since  you  left  me,  but 
if  my  advise  would  influence  you  to  Every  noble  manly  Christian  action 
I  would  Labour  the  Point ;  their  is  Such  a  Thing  as  being  two  Lavish  of 
advice  to  have  it  take  Deep  Root.  Shall  content  myselfe  with  Saying  a 
word  to  the  Wise  is  Enough.  But  Something  occurs  to  me,  mothers  are 
So  fond  of  imparting  all  their  good  things  to  their  children,  it  gives  me 
great  Concern  you  studdy  So  closely;  their  is  a  middle  Path  I  Pray  you 
may  walke  in;  tell  Mr  Howell47  I  have  known  of  Divers  instances  of 
Peoples  lossing  their  Reason  at  Times  by  over  applying  their  Studies 
which  of  all  things  you  ought  to  Cherish  with  the  greatest  Care;  your 
own  imagination  must  Paint  such  an  Idia  in  Dreadfull  Coulers.  If  you 
have  Reason  and  a  mind  to  search  after  knoledge  you  have  Time  Enough 
and  it  is  much  harder  as  you  are  younger  to  Study  So  Close.  I  am  my 
Dear  child  your  affectionate  mother 

A.  Ward 

Samuel,  Sr.,  too,  was  ill,  being  “afflicted  with  the  Rumatism  to  a 
High  Degree.” 48  and  to  add  to  his  difficulties  his  sister  Hannah  was 

45The  Charter,  including  the  list  of  original  trustees,  is  in  R.  I.  Records,  VI, 
385-91. 

46Samuel  was  graduated  in  1771  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  Whether  he  had  learned 
arithmetic  by  that  time  does  not  appear. 

47David  Howell,  at  this  time  President  Manning’s  sole  colleague  on  the  faculty 
at  Rhode  Island  College. 

48Ebenezer  Gray  of  Windham,  Conn.,  to  Ward,  May  24,  1769,  sending  him 
sixteen  pills  of  a  kind  he  had  used  for  “near  20  years  with  very  good  Success  in 
that  Disorder.” 
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in  great  distress  over  the  state  of  her  soul.  Ward  assured  her  in  a 
letter  of  July  1,  1770,  that  the  sins  she  worried  about  were  imaginary, 
but  that  even  had  they  been  real,  she  might  hope  for  salvation,  since 
“David  was  guilty  of  Adultery  and  Murder  the  two  highest  Crimes 
in  Nature  and  yet  God  graciously  forgave  him.”  Charles,  Ward’s 
oldest  son,  was  also  apparently  something  of  a  problem.  After  visit¬ 
ing  the  Greenes  of  Warwick,  instead  of  returning  home,  he  set  out 
for  “some  of  the  New  Settlements  .  .  .  with  some  Persons  that  went 
off  at  that  time  from  Warwick.”  49  Worst  of  all,  on  December  5, 
1770,  Mrs.  Ward  died,  and,  though  sister  Hannah  came  to  live  at  the 
Ward  home  and  care  for  the  children,  Ward  must  have  found  it 
difficult  not  to  become  despondent  by  his  accumulation  of  afflictions, 
political  and  personal. 

Fortunately  Ward  had  strong  faith  in  the  goodness  and  mercy  of 
God,  as  manifested  in  the  following  Confession  of  Faith  submitted 
by  him  in  August  1769  on  his  baptism  and  admission  into  the  local 
Sabbatarian  Baptist  Church: 

To  the  Sabbatarian  Church  of  Christ  in  Westerly  and  Hopkinton 

Being  fully  satisfied  that  Baptism  is  a  Christian  Duty  I  desire  to  be 
admitted  to  that  Ordinance  this  Day:  My  Life  and  Conversation  are 
well  known,  My  religious  Sentiments  are,  That  there  is  one  God  the 
Father  of  whom  are  all  Things  and  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  Whom  are 
all  Things;  That  the  Universe  thus  created  has  been  preserved  and  gov¬ 
erned  by  infinite  Wisdom  Power  and  Goodness  from  the  Beginning;  That 
Mankind  having  fallen  into  the  most  gross  and  unnatural  Idolatry, 
Superstition  and  Wickedness,  it  pleased  God  for  their  Recovery  to  make 
a  Revelation  of  his  Mind  and  Will  in  the  holy  Scriptures  which  except¬ 
ing  the  ceremonial  Law  and  some  Part  of  the  judicial  Law  peculiar  to 
the  Jews:  It  is  the  Duty  of  all  Mankind  to  whom  They  are  made  known 
sincerely  to  believe  and  obey :  My  sins  I  sincerely  and  heartily  repent  of 
and  firmly  rely  upon  the  unbounded  Goodness  and  Mercy  of  God  in  his 
only  begotten  Son  Jesus  Christ  for  Pardon  and  eternal  Life:  And  I 
sincerely  desire  and  resolve  by  his  Grace  for  the  future  to  walk  in  all  the 
Commandments  and  Ordinances  of  the  Lord. 

In  the  midst  of  his  difficulties  with  the  British  in  1765  Ward  fell 
seriously  ill  of  an  unidentified  ailment,  attributed  by  Mrs.  Ward  to 
over- work,  as  appears  from  the  following  letter  probably  of  July  1765 
from  her  to  Ward : 

49Henry  Marchant  to  Ward,  May  25,  1769.  The  new  settlements  are  not 
identified. 
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My  D[ear]est 

The  Thing  I  greatly  Feard  is  come  upon  me;  your  illness  is  nothing 
more  than  I  expected  which  has  bin  the  Cause  of  all  my  uneasiness.  You 
allways  impute  it  to  this  thing  or  the  orther  but  your  Hurry  and  Ever¬ 
lasting  Studdy  will  Surly  Deprve  of  the  Best  of  Husbands  and  Leave  me 
With  ten  Helplis  Orphans  that  never  were  Exposed;  but  the  Subject  is 
two  Distresing  to  dwell  upon.  For  Heavens  Sake  Disingage  your  Selfe 
from  Buisness  and  try  to  recrute.  I  shall  be  Happy  if  you  Live  but  how 
can  I  be  if  you  Dont.  The  man  is  waiting  and  I  can  Say  no  more  only 
that  you  have  my  constant  prayers ;  but  can  we  Expect  miracles ;  if  you 
Rack  and  Torture  your  Branes  and  are  in  continual  Studdy  can  you 
Expect  Providence  to  interpose.  My  Dearest  you  have  my  Best  Wishes 
and  may  Heavens  Choisest  Blessing  attend  the  man  I  Love  and  Beleve 
me  to  be  your  affectionate  Wife  A  Ward 

Dicks  folks  dont  know  of  this  oppertunity  [of  writing]. 

During  his  illness  Ward  apparently  resolved  to  devote  much  time 
and  thought  to  religion.  He  later  (July  14,  1769)  assured  his  wife, 
“you  need  not  be  in  the  least  uneasy  on  my  Acc.*  my  Dear  for  every 
good  Resolution  which  I  took  during  my  severe  Illness  remains  and 
I  believe  gains  strength  daily  for  I  constantly  read  the  Word  of  God 
and  offer  up  Prayers  and  Thanksgiving  every  Day  and  am  resolved 
that  no  Business  shall  prevent  that  Satisfaction  and  Duty.”  He,  at 
this  time  perhaps,  composed  the  following  Prayer  for  Mrs.  Ward  and 
Myself,  a  copy  of  which  is  among  the  Ward  Papers: 

May  they  [the  children]  remember  Thee  their  Creator  in  the  days  of 
their  youth.  May  they  seek  first  thy  kingdom,  and  the  righteousness 
thereof  —  and  everything  else  necessary,  and  proper  for  them  will  be 
added.  May  they  be  easy,  and  happy  in  themselves,  agreeable  to  all 
around  them,  and  eminently  useful  to  the  community  of  which  they  are 
a  part.  Never  leave  nor  forsake  them,  we  humbly  beseech  thee,  but  be 
their  God,  and,  their  Guide,  and  their  exceeding  great  reward,  hence¬ 
forth  and  forever.  Assist  us,  we  humbly  beseech  thee,  faithfully  to  dis¬ 
charge  our  duty,  to  all  who  are  under  our  care,  to  our  Friends,  our 
Country,  and  all  our  beings  with  whom  we  are  connected.  May  we  strive 
by  our  example,  and  every  influence  in  our  power,  to  promote  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  Peace,  and  Happiness.  O  God  thou  knowest  every  imperfection, 
every  disorder,  and  uneasiness  of  body,  Mind,  and  outward  circum¬ 
stances,  attending  any  of  us.  Be  graciously  pleased  to  heal  our  sickness,  to 
relieve  our  distresses,  and  grant  us  each  a  measure  of  Health,  and  Strength, 
and  such  a  disposition  of  mind,  as  may  qualify  and  engage  us  ever  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  Life,  in  a  manner  acceptable  to  thee  our  God  and 
father  and  our  judge.  —  O  most  gracious  being,  fortify  us  we  humbly 
entreat  thee  against  the  evils  and  calamities  of  Life,  Grant  us  such  a 
firm  and  established  confidence  in  thy  unbounded  wisdom,  power  and 
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goodness,  that  we  may  ever  cheerfully  submit  and  resign  ourselves  to 
thy  dispensations.  Support  us  in  the  hour  of  Death  and  receive  us  into 
thy  everlasting  kingdom  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  —  Amen. 

Copied  by  Catharine  C  Greene  Potowomut  August  1841 

Ward’s  devotion  to  prayer  and  thanksgiving  did  not,  however, 
preclude  a  continued  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  farm  and  store,  as 
is  shown  by  his  correspondence  during  these  years.  He  was  involved 
in  much  litigation,  and  the  unpublished  letters  to  him  from  his  law¬ 
yers,  Henry  Marchant,  William  Ellery,  and  James  M.  Varnum,  im¬ 
portant  figures  in  the  American  Revolution  and  later,  have  valuable 
source  material  on  the  legal  aspect  of  their  careers,  for  future 
biographers. 

Although  the  records  of  Westerly  from  1770  to  1773  disclose  that 
Ward  frequently  served  in  important  town  affairs,  thus  proving  he 
was  not  sulking  in  his  tent  after  his  political  reverse,  he  seems  to  have 
taken  no  part  in  the  succession  of  incidents,  straining  the  relations 
between  Great  Britain  and  Rhode  Island  at  this  time.  The  only 
political  letter  of  this  period  in  the  Ward  Papers  is  one  from  Mar- 
chant  to  Ward  of  January  28,  1773  [mis-dated  1772],  referring  to 
the  Commission  of  Inquiry  appointed  by  the  Crown  to  investigate 
the  burning  of  the  Gas  pee  in  Narragansett  Bay  in  June  17  72. 50 
Marchant  wrote : 

The  Commissioners51  have  adjourned  themselves  to  the  26th  of  next 
May  in  order  I  presume  to  report  Home  [England]  how  Things  appear 
to  them  [page  torn] 

have  more  explicit  Instructions  —  And  if  possible  to  get  some  better 
Information  as  to  their  Power  and  the  True  Nature  and  Design  of  Their 
Commission  —  Setting  aside  the  President  [precedent]  of  such  a  Com¬ 
mission,  which  no  Friend  to  this  Country  would  wish  to  have  seen,  —  I 
am  apt  to  think  as  to  the  Matter  of  the  present  Enquiry,  it  may  rather 
have  a  Tendency  to  put  the  Colony  in  an  Agreable  Point  of  Light  at 
Home  than  otherwise  —  I  conceive  from  the  Examination,  it  will  be 
evident  that  the  Majestrates  and  the  Honor  of  the  Colony  have  been 
most  wantonly  and  Cruelly  impeached,  and  the  Authority  here  treated 
with  the  highest  Indignity,  by  the  Marritine  Gentry  —  We  have  a  Right 
(I  will  not  venture  to  say  with  how  much  Reason)  to  expect  They  will 
meet  with  a  severe  Chastisement  —  I  am  confident,  and  it  has  already 

50The  details  of  this  famous  affair  appear  in  the  documents  collected  in  R.  I. 
Records  VII,  60-192. 

^Governor  Wanton  of  Rhode  Island,  the  Chief  Justices  of  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  and  New  Jersey  and  Judge  Robert  Auchmuty  of  the  British  Vice-Admiralty 
Court  at  Boston.  Royal  Commission  of  September  2,  1772.  R.  I.  Records  VII,  108. 
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been  evident,  that  They  will  be  brought  a  little  to  their  Sences,  and  be 
somewhat  more  Circumspect  in  Their  future  Conduct  —  What  will  be 
the  final  Issue  of  this  Commission  it  is  impossible  to  guess  —  a  Thouand 
Things  may  arise  to  divert  if  not  alter  the  Purpose  of  admin,  [the  Admin¬ 
istration]  —  some  of  Them,  who  had  in  View  the  Destruction  of  our 
Charter,  will  be  mortified,  That  Their  Inclinations  have  led  Them  into 
so  novell  a  Measure,  without  the  Colour  of  Reason.  —  There  seems  to 
be  a  Flame  kindling  in  Boston,52  and  all  the  Towns  throughout  the 
Province  seem  to  be  more  in  earnest,  than  at  the  Day  of  STAMP  ACT 
—  This  may  fill  the  Hands  and  Heads  of  Admin  before  it  is  over  — 
They  must  see  The  Stirings  There  and  the  serious  Manner  in  which  the 
Stir  is  made  to  be  more  alarming  than  the  burning  a  hundred  Gaspies 
(that  is  if  they  see  right)  —  If  the  other  Colonies,  should  in  any  Measure 
adopt  the  Measures  of  Boston,  as  I  think  is  very  likely  to  be  the  Case  — 
The  American  Crysis  may  be  much  nearer  than  the  greatest  Prophet  has 
ventured  to  perdict. 

The  most  important  consequence  of  the  Gaspee  incident  was  not, 
as  Marchant  hoped,  enlightenment  of  the  British  Government  as 
to  the  arrogance  of  British  naval  commanders  in  colonial  waters,  — 
the  evidence  on  this  point  was  apparently  disregarded  —  but  to 
encourage  the  establishment  of  committees  by  several  colonial  As¬ 
semblies  to  correspond  with  each  other  about  matters  of  common 
concern.  Learning  of  the  British  Government’s  instructions  to  trans¬ 
port  alleged  participants  in  the  burning  of  the  Gaspee  to  England 
for  trial,  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  resolved  on  March  12, 
1773:  “That  a  standing  committee  of  correspondence  and  inquiry 
be  appointed  ...  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  correspondence  and 
communication  with  her  [Virginia’s]  sister  colonies  .  .  .  ,” 53  The 
first  colonial  Assembly  to  respond  was  the  Rhode  Island  General 
Assembly  which,  on  May  7,  1773,  appointed  a  committee  of  corre¬ 
spondence.54  This  did  not  include  Ward,  who  was  not  roused  to 
action  until  the  Boston  Tea  Party  of  December  16,  1773,  brought 
matters  to  a  head. 

Forseeing  that  Great  Britain  would  take  punitive  measures  against 
Boston  for  the  failure  of  its  selectmen  to  prevent  or  condemn  this  act 
of  defiance,  and  appreciating  that  if  the  spirit  of  resistance  in  Boston 

^Massachusetts  was  inflamed  by  the  Crown’s  effort  to  secure  control  over  the 
Superior  Court  of  Massachusetts  by  having  the  judges  paid  for  the  future  by  the 
Crown  instead  of  by  the  province.  John  G.  Palfrey,  History  of  New  England, 
V  (1890),  454-59. 

MR.  I.  Records  VII,  226-27. 

54Same,  227-28.  It  was  headed  by  former  Governor  Stephen  Hopkins. 
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were  crushed,  the  colonies  would  be  at  the  dubious  mercy  of  the  King 
and  Parliament,  Ward  took  steps  to  assure  Boston  of  support.  When 
Newport,  the  leading  town  of  Rhode  Island,  failed  to  act,  fourteen 
citizens  of  Westerly,  headed  by  Ward,  wrote  the  Newport  Committee 
of  Correspondence  on  December  31,  1773,  urging  it  to  take  the  lead 
in  showing  the  “firm  resolution  of  every  Town  to  support  each  other 
especially  our  most  worthey  Brethren  in  Boston  who  have  so  nobly 
sustained  every  ministerial  Attempt  upon  their  Liberties  And  also 
to  Manifest  our  unalterable  Resolution  to  live  Freemen  or  Die  glori¬ 
ously  in  Defence  of  our  Liberties.”  Ward  had  previously  (December 
26,  1773)  written  privately  to  his  friend  John  Collins,  a  leading 
merchant  of  Newport,  asking  his  assistance  to  secure  the  desired 
declaration.  Collins  replied  despondently  on  January  4,  1774,  ex¬ 
pressing  the  fear  that  “the  jews  at  Newport,  and  the  Russels  at  Provi¬ 
dence”  would  not  join  in  boycotting  dutied  tea  and  reporting  that 
action  to  support  Boston  had  been  deferred  at  a  recent  town  meeting, 
following  “some  ill  natured  Reflections  about  [Boston’s]  hanging  the 
Quakers  and  Whiping  the  Baptist.” 

On  receiving  this  letter,  Ward  boiled  over.  He  wrote  Collins  on 
January  17 : 

I  respect  Mr.  Lopez  [the  leading  Jew  in  Newport]  as  a  Gentleman 
and  an  eminent  Merchant;  I  have  dealt  with  [him]  some  Time  and  been 
genteely  treated  by  him  but  the  Moment  he  or  any  other  Person  (was  it 
my  nearest  Friend)  prefers  a  base  self  Interest  to  the  good  of  that 
Country  which  affords  Them  Protection  I  will  heartily  join  in  opposing 
all  their  Vile  Measures  .  .  .5S 

I  am  very  sorry  that  the  Letter  from  the  Com.ee  of  Correspondence 
in  Boston  was  detained  so  long,  and  that  such  vile  Reflections  should  at 
this  Juncture  be  revived  and  pointed  against  a  People  Who  are  making 
all  possible  Compensation  for  the  cruel  Errors  of  their  Ancestors,  by 
giving  the  greatest  Indulgence  to  both  Quakers  and  Baptists  and  by 
exerting  their  utmost  Influence  under  every  possible  Discouragement  to 
secure  the  civil  and  religious  Liberties  of  Christians  of  every  Denomina¬ 
tion  but  I  hope  the  Baptists  and  Friends  have  too  much  good  Sense  and 
public  Spirit  to  be  catched  by  the  Bate  so  stale  and  ridiculous  and  will 
heartily  join  in  the  intended  Union  of  all  the  Colonies.  ...  If  you  have 
not  already  entered  into  proper  Resolves  and  appointed  a  Com.ee  of 
Correspondence  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  you  should  immediately 
call  a  Meeting,  that  it  should  be  full  and  if  possible  unanimous  that  your 

55Collins  later  (February  7)  wrote  Ward  that  suspicion  of  Lopez  was  unjusti¬ 
fied,  and  the  editor  has  found  no  ground  for  suspecting  any  of  the  Jewish  mer¬ 
chants  of  Newport  or  the  Russells  (Joseph  and  William)  of  Providence  of  having 
imported  tea  after  December  1773. 
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Resolves  should  be  spirited  that  every  Measure  should  be  taken  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  closest  Union  between  the  several  Parts  of  the  Colony  and 
between  this  and  all  the  other  Colonies  for  the  mutual  Support  of  all; 
permit  me  therefore  Dear  Sir  earnestly  to  intreat  You  to  exert  your 
utmost  Interest  at  this  important  Juncture  for  these  essential  Purposes. 

rough  Draught  of  a  Letter  to  M.r  John  Collins 

Furthermore,  Ward  made  no  effort  to  conceal  his  authorship  of  a 
letter,  signed  “Hampden,”  to  Solomon  Southwick,36  owner  and  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Newport  Mercury,  published  as  a  “Postscript”  to  the  May 
2,  1774,  issue  of  the  paper,  calling  attention  to  the  crisis  in  British- 
Colonial  relations  and  urging  Rhode  Islanders  not  “to  suffer  a  single 
person  to  hold  any  degree  of  power,  or  influence  in  it,  who  is  an 
enemy  to  our  rights.” 

A  few  weeks  later  news  of  the  punitive  Boston  Port  Bill,  designed 
to  close  the  port  of  Boston  to  all  vessels  except  local  provision  boats, 
reached  the  colonies.  Silas  Deane,  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  of  the  Connecticut  legislature,  sent  a  circular  letter, 
dated  June  4,  1774,  to  the  other  New  England  colonies,  New  York, 
and  New  Jersey,  inviting  them  to  send  delegates  to  a  general  “Con¬ 
gress  from  the  different  Colonies.”  57  Again  the  Rhode  Island  legis¬ 
lature  responded  promptly  (June  15), 58  approving  the  proposal  and 
electing  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  W ard  delegates.59  The  dele¬ 
gates  immediately  wrote  Thomas  Cushing,  Speaker  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  House  of  Representatives : 

Newport  17.th  May60  1774 

The  Gen.  Assembly  of  this  Colony  having  in  their  present  Session 
resolved  that  the  Preservation  of  America  requires  a  Convention  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  from  all  the  Colonies  and  appointed  Us  to  represent  this 
Colony  in  a  Congress  We  take  the  earliest  Opportunity  to  assure  you 
that  We  shall  at  all  Times  be  ready  most  heartily  to  concur  with  Your 
Province  and  the  other  Colonies  in  all  proper  Measures  for  effectually 

56\Vard  acknowledged  his  authorship  to  Collins,  as  appears  from  a  letter  of 
May  2,  1774,  from  John  Collins  to  Ward  in  the  Ward  Papers. 

57Worthington  C.  Ford  (ed.)  Correspondence  and  Journals  of  Samuel  Blackley 
Webb  (1893)  I,  25-26.  The  letter  published  is  the  one  to  New  Jersey. 

58A  meeting  in  Providence  had  previously  (May  17)  instructed  its  deputies  in 
the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  to  take  such  action.  R.  I.  Records,  VII,  280. 

59 William  R.  Staples ,  Rhode  Island  in  the  Continental  Congress  .  .  .  (1870),  10. 

6°It  is  thus  in  the  copy  in  Ward’s  handwriting  in  the  Ward  Papers;  but  the 
correct  date  is  presumably  June.  There  is  no  record  of  action  towards  a  Congress 
at  the  May  session  of  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  and  the  Connecticut  letter  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  this  letter  is  dated  June  4. 
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restoring  the  Peace  of  America  and  establishing  the  just  Rights  of  the 
Colonies. 

When  We  consider  the  Distress  in  which  your  People  are  already  in¬ 
volved  and  the  Danger  which  threatens  Us  all  We  are  of  Opinion  no 
Time  ought  to  be  lost  but  that  as  soon  as  all  the  Colonies  can  have  Time 
to  concur  in  the  Measure  the  Congress  ought  to  be  held:  We  would  by 
no  means  recommend  a  Time  so  sho[r]t  as  would  preclude  the  more  dis¬ 
tant  Colonies  from  an  Opportunity  of  sending  Commissioners  for  the 
more  general,  the  more  important  and  permanent  will  be  the  Happy 
Consequences  of  it. 

With  Regard  to  the  Place  of  Meeting  We  must  observe  that  the  great 
Design  upon  which  We  are  to  assemble  is  more  to  be  attended  to  than 
our  own  personal  Convenience  and  that  Place  where  there  will  be  the 
fewest  objects  to  draw  the  Attention  of  the  Commissioners  from  the 
great  Business  of  their  Meeting  must  be  the  fittest  Place  for  the  Congress : 
In  a  Government  under  ministerial  Instructions  some  Interruptions  may 
be  attempted;  but  in  one  under  the  Direction  of  the  People  nothing  of 
that  Kind  can  happen;  for  those  Reasons  and  on  Acc.1  of  the  Danger  of 
taking  the  small  Pox61  in  some  Places  which  might  be  Named  we  should 
like  one  of  the  Places  proposed  by  the  Com.ee  of  Correspondence  for 
Connecticut62  or  Prince  Town  in  the  Jersey’s  but  We  will  make  no 
Difficulties  on  our  own  Acc.1  but  will  readily  join  the  other  Commission¬ 
ers  at  any  Time  and  Place  agreed  upon  by  the  Majority. 

Honble  Tho.s  Cushing  Esqr.  Boston 

The  election  of  Hopkins,  leading  political  figure  in  the  colony, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  colony’s  Superior  Court,  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  from  Providence  and  Chairman  of  the  Rhode  Island  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Correspondence,  was  foreordained/3  Ward  had  no  such 
compelling  claims,  but  his  recent  activities,  together  with  the  advis¬ 
ability  of  having  a  representative  from  the  southern  section  of  the 
colony,  made  him  a  logical  choice. 

Until  recently,  the  disproportionate  consideration  given  to  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  Convention  of  1787  and  its  members  has  tended  to  obscure 
the  distinction  of  the  First  Continental  Congress,  which  convened  in 
Philadelphia  on  September  5,  17 74. 64  But  it  is  doubtful  if  a  more 

61In  view  of  Ward’s  death  from  small-pox  in  March  1776,  it  is  interesting  to 
note  how  frequently  the  danger  of  this  disease  is  mentioned  by  him  in  his  corre¬ 
spondence. 

62The  Connecticut  (Deane)  letter  of  June  4  proposed  to  the  New  Jersey  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Correspondence  that  New  York  or  some  town  in  New  Jersey  or  Connecti¬ 
cut  be  chosen.  Ford,  Webb  Correspondence  1,  25. 

63W.  E.  Foster,  Stephen  Hopkins  II,  1884,  255. 

64The  Massachusetts  House  of  Representative,  eager  for  united  support  from 
the  other  colonies,  sent  out  a  circular  letter  on  June  17,  1774,  recommending  that 
an  inter-colonial  Congress  assemble  on  September  first.  Delays  in  arrival  of  many 
delegates  caused  a  postponement  to  the  fifth. 
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able  and  representative  group  of  Americans  has  ever  been  assembled. 
The  Virginia  delegation  consisting  of  Richard  Bland,  Benjamin  Har¬ 
rison,  Patrick  Henry,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Pey¬ 
ton  Randolph,  and  Washington  was  particularly  strong;  but  all 
twelve  colonies  represented  (Georgia  did  not  participate  until  the 
Second  Congress)  sent  delegations  of  marked  ability  and  character. 

Ward  was  fortunately  among  those  who  arrived  early,  thus  giving 
him  an  opportunity  to  get  acquainted  socially  with  several  leading 
Philadelphians  and  a  number  of  the  delegates  before  the  work  of 
Congress  began.  The  entries  in  the  diary  which  he  kept  from  August 
30,  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  to  November  4,  17 74, 65 
are  meagre;  but  we  learn  a  great  deal  about  his  doings  from  the 
more  copious  diary  of  John  Adams.  On  August  3 1 ,  the  latter  records, 
“Made  a  visit  to  Governor  Ward,  of  Rhode  Island  at  his  lodgings.66 
There  we  [the  Massachusetts  delegates]  were  introduced  to  several 
gentlemen.  Mr.  Dickinson,  the  farmer  of  Pennsylvania,67  came  in 
his  coach  with  four  beautiful  horses  to  Mr.  Ward’s  lodgings  to  see 
us.”68  Entries  for  the  next  two  days,  tell  of  Adams  and  Ward  in 
convivial  gatherings  with  other  delegates  at  the  homes  of  Stephen 
Collins,  prominent  Quaker  merchant  and  Thomas  Mifflin,  one  of 
the  delegates  from  Pennsylvania.69 

The  journal  of  Congress,  Ward’s  diary,  and  his  letters  are  dis¬ 
appointingly  non-committal  as  to  his  activities.  Least  reserved  is  the 
following  letter  to  Samuel,  Jr.,  of  October  22,  1774,  in  which  Ward 
summarizes  the  measures  of  Congress  up  to  that  date : 

Philadelphia  22. d  Oct.r  1774 

My  dear  Child 

I  have  only  Time  to  let  You  know  that  I  am  very  well  and  expect  to 
sett  out  for  home  some  time  next  week.  The  money  You  mention  to 
have  sent  Me  in  your  last  Letters  never  came  to  Hand  and  if  it  is  but 
safe  it  is  best  for  I  shall  not  need  it.  I  am  glad  Nancy  and  Katy  have 
gone  to  Warwick.  May  Providence  restore  their  Health  if  for  the  best. 

We  have  formed  a  Bill  of  Rights,  a  List  of  Grievances  and  for  Redress 

65Published  in  The  Magazine  of  American  History  I  (1877)  439-42.  Because 
of  the  many  minor  errors  and  a  few  of  substance  in  the  transcription,  students 
would  do  well  to  consult  the  original  in  the  Ward  Papers  at  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

66At  the  home  of  William  Redwood,  formerly  of  Newport,  a  son  of  the  eminent 
Newport  merchant,  Abraham  Redwood,  founder  of  the  Redwood  Library. 

67John  Dickinson,  author  of  the  famous  Letters  from  a  Farmer  in  Pennsylvania. 

68Charles  Francis  Adams,  The  Works  of  John  Adams  (1850)  II,  360. 

69Same,  II,  361-62. 
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of  those  Grievances  agreed  upon  a  Petition  to  the  King,  a  non  Importa¬ 
tion  non  Exportation  and  none  consumption  Agreements,  an  Ad¬ 
dress  to  the  People  of  England,  another  to  those  of  America,  have  stig¬ 
matized  Bernard,  Hutchinson  and  Other  Wretches  in  Boston  and  ad¬ 
vised  to  Resistance  and  Reprizals  in  Case  any  Attempt  should  be  made 
to  sieze  and  transport  any  Persons  to  England  for  Trial.  Our  Proceedings 
are  to  be  sent  to  all  the  Colonies  and  the  West  Indies  70  to  invite  them 
to  join  us. 

May  God  of  his  infinite  Mercy  preserve  You  all,  Your  most  affec.e 

Father  Sam  Ward 

I  have  sent  some  Goods  by  Wightman. 

superscription:  To  Mr.  Samuel  Ward  Junr.  In  Westerly  Rhode  Island 
Please  to  forward  this  immediately  being  matter  of  consequence. 

The  many  letters  of  John  Adams,71  Ward,  and  others  concerning 
divisions  in  the  Second  Continental  Congress  have  no  parallel  in  the 
First;  and  from  the  rather  meagre  evidence  available  there  seems  to 
have  been  a  close  approach  to  unanimity  on  a  majority  of  the  broad 
policies  to  be  followed :  a  statement  of  colonial  grievances,  a  petition 
to  the  King  for  redress,  and  a  non-importation  and  non-exportation 
agreement  ( the  Association )  to  put  pressure  on  British  business  men 
and  W est  Indian  plantation  owners  to  assist  the  Continental  Colonists 
to  secure  the  desired  redress.  There  were,  however,  clashes  from  time 
to  time,  and  Ward’s  diary  discloses  that  on  at  least  two  important 
questions  Hopkins  and  he  disagreed.  In  each  case  Ward  took  the 
bolder  stand. 

The  first  was  whether  or  not  to  include  in  Congress’s  resolutions 
as  to  Colonial  Rights  and  British  Violations  an  admission  that  Parlia¬ 
ment  had  certain  rights  of  legislation  over  the  colonies  with  respect  to 
trade/2  On  October  13  Ward  recorded  “Met[;J  considered  Right 

7°I  have  found  no  record  of  the  proceedings  having  been  sent  to  the  West  Indies, 
though  the  Second  Congress  adopted  a  friendly  address  to  the  Jamaica  Assembly 
(July  25,  1775)  in  acknowledgment  of  a  well-intentioned  though  futile  memorial 
of  December  28,  1774  from  that  Assembly  to  the  King.  Worthington  C.  Ford 
(ed.)  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress ,  II  (1905),  204-06.  Hereafter  cited 
as  Journals. 

71Collected  in  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Collections ,  vol.  72,  Charles  F. 
Adams,  Familiar  Letters  of  John  Adams  and  His  Wife  (1876)  and  Works  of  John 
Adams  IX,  and  my  articles  on  Adams’  Correspondence  with  Generals  Greene, 
Gates,  and  Knox  in  Rhode  Island  History  (1942)  I,  45-55,  73-84;  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society  Proceedings  (1945)  vol.  67,  pp.  135-51  and  Proceedings  of  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society  for  October  1946. 

72Edmund  G.  Burnett,  Letters  of  Members  of  the  Continental  Congress ,  I 
(1921),  72-4,  hereafter  cited  as  Burnett,  Letters. 
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of  Parliament  to  regulate  Trade  ( Mr.  Hopkins  for  some  of  the  Modes 
proposed,  I  was  for  none).”  The  second  was  whether  to  approve  a 
plan  for  union  of  the  colonies,  submitted  by  Joseph  Galloway,  dele¬ 
gate  from  Pennsylvania  and  leader  of  the  conservatives  in  Congress, 
including  a  provision  for  a  President-General  who  “shall  hold  his 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  King,  and  whose  assent  shall  be 
requisite  to  all  acts  of  the  Grand  Council . . .”  As  to  this  plan,  favored 
by  those  willing  to  make  extreme  concessions  for  a  peaceful  solution, 
Ward  recorded  on  October  22,  “Met[;]  dismissed  the  Plan  for  a 
Union  and  etc  (Mr.  Hopkins  for  the  Plan  I  against  it)  .  .  .”  73 
Stiles  in  a  diary  entry  of  September  26,  1774,  concerning  the  first 
Continental  Congress  says,  “the  Cardinals  of  this  Body,  or  men  of 
greatest  Abilities  and  Influence”  were,  in  the  order  named,  Samuel 
and  John  Adams,  Ward,  Deane  of  Connecticut,  Tilghman  of  Mary¬ 
land,  Randolph  and  Lee  of  Virginia,  Middleton,  John  Rutledge, 
Lynch,  Gadsden  and  Edward  Rutledge  of  South  Carolina,  Hopkins 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Bland  of  Virginia/4  But  the  inclusion  of  both 
Hopkins  and  Ward  in  this  galaxy  to  the  exclusion  of,  say,  Dickinson 
and  Galloway  of  Pennsylvania,  Duane  of  New  York,  Sullivan  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  William  Livingston  of  New  Jersey  suggests  that 
Stiles  was  perhaps  unduly  influenced  by  local  pride. 

Congress  rose  on  October  26,  and  Ward,  as  we  know  from  his 
Diary/5  after  lingering  briefly  in  Philadelphia,  (“fitted  my  Suits  and 
etc”),  headed  northward  by  way  of  Bristol,  Pa.,  Woodbridge,  N.  J., 
Kingsbridge  (the  upper  tip  of  Manhattan),  New  Haven,  and  New 
London,  reaching  “home  about  dark,”  November  4th. 

It  was  a  sad  home-coming.  Hannah,  Ward’s  eldest  daughter  had 
died  while  he  was  away,  and  his  second,  Catharine,  recently  married 
to  Christopher  Greene  of  Warwick,  Rhode  Island,  was  in  mental 
distress,  as  appears  from  the  following  touching  letter  to  her  from  her 
father : 

Westerly  4.th  Dec.r  1774 

My  dearest  Child 

Your  Letter  by  Polly,  [another  of  Ward’s  daughters]  would  give  Me 
inexpressible  Concern  if  I  thought  there  was  the  least  Room  for  that 

73The  quotations  from  Ward’s  diary  follow  the  original  text.  Here  as  elsewhere 
they  differ  in  detail  from  the  entries  as  published  in  the  Magazine  of  American 
History  I,  and  Burnett,  Letters,  I. 

74Franklin  B.  Dexter,  The  Literary  Diary  of  Ezra  Stiles  (1901)  I,  459. 

75John  Ward,  the  editor  of  Samuel  Ward’s  diary  as  published,  changed  this 
entry  (October  27)  to  read  “settled  my  accounts,  etc.” 
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wretched  Opinion  which  You  entertain  of  Yourself  but  I  am  sure  there 
is  no  Foundation  in  Truth  for  it;  our  Savior  has  told  Us  by  their  Fruits 
We  shall  know  them  and  for  several  Years  You  have  been  conspicious 
for  Piety  and  Virtue  and  when  the  present  Eclipse  is  over  I  doubt  not 
will  again  shine  like  the  Stars  in  the  Firmament. 

You  have  thought  too  closely  for  some  time  past,  You  ought  to  relax 
and  endeavour  to  unbend;  the  Mind  like  a  Bow  may  be  drawn  so  hard 
as  to  break;  strive  my  dear  Child  to  be  cheerful  endeavour  to  enjoy  your 
Friends  and  all  innocent  Amusements  and  when  you  think  seriously  re¬ 
member  the  Apostles  Advice  to  rejoice  evermore:  Do  not  mistrust  the 
divine  Goodness  for  God  is  Love,  perfect  unbounded  Love  to  You  and 
all  his  Creatures  and  certainly  must  and  will  make  all  his  Creatures 
happy  and  you  amongst  the  rest;  I  design  if  I  can  so  order  my  Affairs  to 
come  and  see  you  this  Week,  if  not  it  will  be  as  soon  as  I  can. 

You  have  been  remarkable  all  your  Days  for  Modesty  and  Diffidence 
and  I  am  surprized  that  You  should  so  much  alter  your  Conduct  as  to 
prefer  your  own  Opinion  to  that  of  a  Father,  a  Husband  and  all  Your 
Friends;  do  not  be  so  vain  my  dear;  Rely  upon  it  that  You  are  beloved 
of  God  and  Man  and  will  be  everlastingly  happy  And  may  God  of  his 
infinite  Goodness  make  you  happy  here  as  well  as  hereafter. 

Your  most  affec.e  Father 

Sam  Ward 

Ward  had  only  a  few  days  at  Westerly  before  proceeding  to  Provi¬ 
dence  to  join  Hopkins  in  laying  before  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly 
a  report  covering  the  work  and  resolutions  of  Congress.  The  report 
was  approved,  and  the  same  delegates  were  elected  to  represent  the 
colony  at  the  Second  Congress,  scheduled  to  convene  in  Philadelphia 
on  May  10,  1775,  if  the  grievances  complained  of  in  the  Petition  to 
the  King  were  not  redressed  before  that  time.76 

Ward  had  returned  from  Providence  to  Westerly  by  December  14, 
on  which  date  he  wrote  John  Dickinson  of  Pennsylvania,  enclosing 
papers  recently  received  by  Governor  Wanton  from  Lord  Dartmouth, 
British  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies/7  Ward  said: 

Westerly  14. th  Dec.r  1774 

The  distressed  Situation  of  our  native  Country  requiring  the  united 
Efforts  of  all  the  Colonies  there  is  a  Necessity  of  frequent  Communica¬ 
tions  between  them  that  every  Colony  may  be  apprized  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  of  the  base  Designs  of  Administration  and  adopt  proper  Measures 
for  the  general  Safety;  with  this  view  I  entered  into  Engagements  with 

76 R.  /.  Records ,  VII,  263-65. 

77 Ward  wrote  a  similar  letter  of  the  same  date  to  Richard  Henry  Lee  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Lee’s  reply,  if  he  made  any,  has  not  been  found. 
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several  Gentlemen  of  the  last  Congress  to  transmit  to  them  every  thing 
of  Importance  which  occurred  in  this  Colony  and  in  return  to  recieve  all 
interesting  Intelligence  from  their  several  Governments  and  I  shall  be 
vastly  happy  in  opening  a  Correspondence  with  You  in  the  same  Manner. 

The  Letter  from  Lord  Dartmouth  and  the  Copy  of  the  Kings  Order 
in  Council  Copies  of  which  are  enclosed  were  brought  by  the  Scar¬ 
borough,  recieved  by  Express  on  Wednesday  Evening  last  and  next 
Morning  laid  before  the  General  Assembly.78  They  immediately  ordered 
Copies  of  them  to  be  sent  to  M.r  Cushing79  to  be  communicated  to  the 
[Massachusetts]  provincial  Congress.  They  ordered  the  Cannon  at  our 
Fort80  which  was  not  tenable  to  be  sent  to  Providence  where  it  will  be 
safe  and  ready  for  Service;  200  bbls  of  Powder  and  a  proportionate 
Quantity  of  Lead  and  Flints  and  several  Pieces  of  brass  Cannon  for  the 
Artillary  Company  were  ordered  to  be  purchased,  a  Major  General81 
was  appointed,  several  Companies  of  light  Infantry,  Fusileers,  and  etc 
were  established,  the  Militia  was  ordered  to  be  disciplined  and  the  com¬ 
manding  Officers  impowered  to  march  our  Troops  to  the  Assistance  of 
any  Sister  Colony.  The  Spirit  and  Ardor  with  which  all  this  was  done 
gave  Me  the  highest  Pleasure  and  I  hope  the  Moment  the  other  Colonies 
receive  this  Intelligence  They  will  proceed  in  the  same  spirited  Manner: 
for  the  Ministry  appear  to  be  determined  to  commence  Hostilities  against 
us  and  unless  we  are  provided  with  Arms  and  etc  We  shall  be  an  easy 
Prey  to  them  but  if  properly  armed  and  disciplined  can  certainly  defend 
and  secure  our  several  Colonies.  The  Idea  of  taking  up  Arms  against 
the  parent  State  is  shocking  to  Us  who  still  feel  the  strongest  Attachment 
to  our  Sovereign  and  warmest  affection  for  our  Brethren  in  Britain,  and 
may  God  in  his  infinite  Mercy  grant  that  We  may  never  be  driven  to  that 
fatal  Extremity  but  if  We  must  either  become  Slaves  or  fly  to  Arms  I 
shall  not  (and  hope  no  American  will)  hesitate  one  Moment  which  to 
choose,  for  all  the  Horrors  of  a  civil  War  and  even  Death  itself  in  any 
Form  whatever  is  infinitely  preferable  to  Slavery  which  in  one  Word 
comprehends  Poverty,  Misery,  Infamy  and  every  Species  of  Ruin  and 
Destruction. 

I  have  enclosed  You  a  Copy  of  the  Resolves  of  our  General  Assembly 
upon  the  Report  of  their  Delegates;  the  polite  Manner  in  which  the 
other  Gent.n  of  the  Congress  are  mentioned  I  hope  will  be  acceptable. 
The  People  are  universally  satisfied  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Congress 
and  determined  to  adhere  to  the  Association;82  even  the  Merchants  who 

78The  letter  is  in  R.  I.  Records  VII,  305;  the  order,  in  James  Munro  (ed.) 
Acts  of  the  Privy  Council  of  England  Colonial  Series ,  V,  401. 

79Thomas  Cushing,  Speaker  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives. 

80Fort  George  on  Goat  Island  near  Newport. 

81Simeon  Potter  of  Bristol,  Rhode  Island.  R.  I.  Records,  VII,  269. 

82The  members  of  Congress  had  agreed  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  con¬ 
stituents  to  form  an  Association  to  carry  out  the  resolves  of  Congress  to  import  no 
goods  exported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  and  no  slaves  after  December  1, 
1774.  Journals,  I,  76-7. 
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suffer  most  by  discontinuing  the  Slave  Trade  assure  Me  They  shall  most 
punctually  conform  to  that  Resolve  and  the  Country  in  general  is  vastly 
pleased  with  it. 

The  other  Copy  contains  the  Appointment  and  Instructions  of  the 
new  Delegates;  the  Power  of  appointing  Time  and  Place  I  thought  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  for  the  small  Pox  and  many  other  Things  may  make  it 
necessary  to  change  both.  The  Power  of  adjourning  is  equally  necessary, 
for  a  new  Congress  cannot  be  chosen  under  a  considerable  Time;  whilst 
this  is  doing,  the  public  may  suffer  almost  irreparable  Injuries;  an  Ad¬ 
journment  may  prevent  any  thing  of  this  Kind  and  be  attended  with  no 
Inconveniences  [and]  but  a  trifling  Expence. 

Some  Gentlemen  were  of  Opinion  that  if  our  Grievances  were  re¬ 
dressed  another  Congress  would  be  unnecessary  but  I  am  of  a  different 
Opinion;  many  Regulations  of  Commerce  Manufactures  and  etc  may 
be  made  for  the  general  Good  of  the  Colonies  And  should  the  Ministry 
be  disposed  to  make  any  new  Attempts  upon  Us  nothing  would  so  effec¬ 
tually  prevent  their  taking  place  as  our  continuing  firmly  united  and 
being  ever  on  our  Guard;  for  these  Reasons  I  proposed  an  annual 
Congress.83 

Upon  the  whole  our  Powers  I  think  are  very  full  and  I  heartily  wish 
that  those  of  all  the  other  Delegates  may  be  so  for  the  more  uniform  and 
full  the  Powers  of  the  several  Delegates  are  the  more  Scope  They  will 
have  for  exerting  their  abilities  in  the  Service  of  their  Country.  We  may 
then  Debate  with  Freedom,  resolve  with  Wisdom  and  Unanimity  and 
execute  with  Firmness  whatever  the  Interest  and  Happiness  of  our 
Country  requires;  if  any  Amendments  occur  to  you  be  kind  enough  [to] 
favor  Me  with  them  and  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  be  readily  adopted. 

I  am  grieved  to  acquaint  You  that  the  Distresses  of  those  brave  People 
of  Boston  [are  so  great  that]  many  who  have  hitherto  supported  them¬ 
selves  are  now  forced  to  apply  to  the  Public.  May  the  Colonies  continue 
their  generous  Donations  and  may  Heaven  grant  them  a  speedy  De¬ 
liverance. 

Please  to  make  my  Compliments  to  M.r  Galloway,  M.r  Mifflin84  and 
the  other  Gent.n  who  were  Delegates  with  Us  and  to  the  Secry85  with 
my  particular  Thanks  for  a  Journal  extraordinary,  and  present  my  most 
respectful  Compliments  to  your  good  Lady. 

Dickinson  replied: 

Fairhill,  January  29th  1775 

Several  causes  have  prevented  me  from  answering  as  early  as  I  wished 
your  favour  of  the  last  month,  for  which  and  the  intelligence  contained 

^Hopkins  and  Ward  were  instructed  to  “endeavor  to  procure  a  regular,  annual 
convention  of  representatives  from  all  the  colonies,  to  consider  of  proper  measures 
for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonies.”  R.  I.  Records, 
VII,  247.  (June,  1774,  session.) 

84Joseph  Galloway,  Speaker  of  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly,  and  Thomas  Mifflin, 
later  a  distinguished  general  in  the  Continental  army. 

85Charles  Thomson  of  Philadelphia. 
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in  it,  I  am  much  obliged  to  you.  —  The  instructions  to  your  delegates 
appointed  for  the  next  Congress  appear  to  me,  to  be  exceedingly  proper, 
and  I  heartily  wish,  every  Colony  may  give  as  full  authority  to  her  Dele¬ 
gates  —  On  this  subject  we  have  some  apprehensions  in  our  province. 
A  party  who  have  considerable  weight  in  our  Assembly  have  been  greatly 
alarmed  at  the  vote,  approving  generally  the  proceedings  of  the  late 
Congress,  and  are  determined  if  it  be  possible,  to  stop  all  vigorous  pro¬ 
ceedings,  by  prevailing  on  the  Assembly  to  give  very  restrictive  instruc¬ 
tions,  to  the  delegates  appointed  for  the  next  Congress  .  .  .  Our  Assembly 
meets  on  the  20th  of  next  month;  and  according  to  the  best  opinion  I  can 
form  a  good  deal  of  delicacy  will  be  required  in  managing  this  affair. 

Our  Provincial  Convention86  has  lately  been  called  ;  and  considering 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  province,  I  heartily  wish,  their  meeting 
had  been  delayed.  You  will  see  their  proceedings  in  the  papers.  Nothing 
more  could  be  done  at  this  time  with  prudence.  The  great  point  at  pres¬ 
ent  is  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  an  unbroken  harmony  in  public 
measures,  for  fear  of  encouraging  Great  Britain  to  hostilities,  which 
otherwise  she  would  avoid.  When  she  has  made  her  choice,  and  it 
proves  inimical,  I  hope  every  man  of  sense  and  virtue  in  America  will 
draw  his  sword,  without  any  regard  for  the  yet  respectable  doctrine  of 
disunion.87  May  infinite  Goodness  avert  the  occasion ;  but  if  that  period 
arrives,  I  firmly  believe  this  province  will  by  its  spirited  exertions  merit 
the  esteem  of  every  honest  Colonist.  Please  to  present  my  compliments  to 
your  Brother.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  Sir,  if  you  will  not  let  any  person 
have  a  copy  of  this  or  any  other  letter  I  may  trouble  you  with  —  or  of 
any  sentences  in  it  —  John  Dickinson 

This  letter  foreshadows  with  remarkable  accuracy  Dickinson’s  atti¬ 
tude  during  the  next  year  and  a  half :  his  eagerness  to  avoid  provoking 
hostilities;  his  forwardness  in  battle  once  the  die  was  cast;  and  his 
desire  not  to  have  his  readiness  to  fight,  if  necessary,  generally  known. 
Presumably  he  feared  disclosure  would  impair  his  usefulness  in  recon¬ 
ciling  the  differences  between  the  pacific  Quaker  party  and  the  more 
militant  elements  in  Pennsylvania. 

86An  extra-legal,  comparatively  radical  assembly,  which,  covening  on  January 
23,  1775,  sat  in  competition  with  the  regular  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania.  Charles 
H.  Lincoln,  The  Revolutionary  Movement  in  Pennsylvania ,  (1901),  187-94. 

871  suppose  Dickinson  means  that  it  is  still  respectable  to  consider  the  situation 
not  yet  so  desperate  as  to  require  a  military  union  of  the  colonies  against  the 
mother  country,  but  the  sense  is  obscure.  Far  from  appeasing  the  grievances  stated 
by  the  First  Congress,  the  Ministry,  disregarding  Pitt’s  warning  voice,  recom¬ 
mended  to  General  Gage  (January  27,  1775)  that  he  “take  a  more  active  and 
determined  part,”  thus  precipitating  the  fighting  at  Lexington  and  Concord  on 
April  19.  For  details:  My  Franklin,  J onathan  Williams  and  William  Pitt  (1949), 
6-10. 
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The  Second  Congress  met  as  planned  in  Philadelphia  on  May  10, 
17 75. 88  Jefferson  and  Franklin  now  appeared  for  the  first  time  in 
the  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  delegations.  Several  other  additions 
or  changes  in  the  delegations  to  the  First  Congress  were  made,  and 
one  of  the  parishes  in  Georgia  (St.  John’s)  sent  Lyman  Hall  to  speak 
for  it;89  but  for  the  most  part  the  personnel  of  the  Second  Congress 
was  initially  the  same  as  of  the  First. 

The  battle  of  Bunker  Hill ;  the  burning  of  Charlestown,  Massachu¬ 
setts;  and,  above  all,  reports  from  friends  in  England  as  to  the  bel¬ 
ligerent  attitude  of  the  British  Ministry  and  nearly  all  of  the  members 
of  Parliament  convinced  the  more  realistic  members,  including  John 
Adams,  Franklin  and  Ward  that  the  only  hope  of  securing  redress 
was  by  fighting,  and  that  sending  another  petition  as  urged  by  Dickin¬ 
son  and  other  moderates  might  be  worse  than  futile  by  discouraging 
needed  immediate  measures  for  defence.  John  Adams  wrote  James 
Warren,  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Provincial  Congress,  on  July 
6,  1775,  “The  Congress  is  not  yet  so  much  alarmed  as  it  ought  to  be. 
There  are  still  hopes,  that  Ministry  and  Parliament  will  immediately 
receed  .  .  . :  I  think  they  are  much  deceived  and  that  we  shall  have 
nothing  but  Deceit  and  Hostility,  Fire,  Famine,  Pestilence,  and  Sword 
from  Administration  and  Parliament.  ...  We  ought  immediately  to 
dissolve  all  Ministerial  tyrannies  and  Custom  houses  [i.e.  oust  all  the 
Crown-appointed  governors  and  customs  officers]  set  up  Govern¬ 
ment  of  our  own.  .  .  .  confederate  together  like  an  indissoluble  Band, 
for  mutual  defence,  and  open  our  Ports  to  all  Nations.”90  Franklin 
said  much  the  same  thing,  more  mildly,  in  letters  of  July  7,  1775, 
to  his  friends  Joseph  Priestley  and  Jonathan  Shipley,  Bishop  of  St. 
Aasph,91  and  Ward  wrote  (July  6)  to  his  son  Samuel  Jr.  “by  all 
the  Letters  [from  England]  which  I  have  seen  there  is  no  other  Hope 
but  in  a  successful  War.”  He  saw  no  other  solution  during  the  re¬ 
maining  eight  months  of  his  life. 

88 Journals ,  II,  12. 

89In  September,  1775,  the  whole  of  Georgia  was  represented.  Burnett,  Letters 
I,  page  xliv. 

"Burnett,  Letters ,  I,  152. 

91Albert  Henry  Smyth,  The  Writings  of  Franklin  VI  (1907),  408,  and  Carl 
Van  Doren,  Benjamin  Franklin’s  Autobiographical  Writings  (1945),  407-08. 
With  his  usual  sense  of  the  practical,  Franklin  warned  his  London  landlady,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Stevenson,  against  investing  £1000  she  had  on  hand  in  British  govern¬ 
ment  stock  (bonds),  whose  market  value  Franklin  foresaw  would  depreciate  dur¬ 
ing  the  “long  war”  he  thought  was  about  to  begin.  Smyth,  Franklin  VI,  412. 
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Ward  died  of  smallpox,  March  27,  1776.  His  last  contest  in  Con¬ 
gress  was  whether  or  not  to  offer  bounties  to  men  who  were  being 
urged  to  enlist  or  re-enlist  for  a  year’s  service  in  the  Continental 
army.  Here  again  Ward  stood  for  the  bold  and,  in  the  event,  wiser 
course.  Writing  his  brother  Henry  on  December  27,  1775,  he  de¬ 
nounced  the  “stupid  policy”  of  Congressmen  from  the  southern  and 
middle  colonies  in  opposing  a  bounty,  which,  as  he  foresaw,  would 
be  necessary  to  complete  the  regiments  and  prevent  “the  fatal  mis¬ 
chiefs  which  will  attend  our  being  found  unprepared  in  the  Spring.” 
A  letter  from  General  Greene  to  Ward,  dated  December  31,  1775, 
discloses  that  two  weeks  earlier  Ward  had  written  in  the  same  vein 
to  Greene.92 

By  this  time  W ard,  perhaps  because  in  better  health  than  Hopkins, 
perhaps  because  of  his  bolder  stand,  seems  to  have  become  more 
of  a  figure  in  Congress  than  Hopkins.  Ward  was  now  usually  chosen 
Chairman  when  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole, 92a  and  he,  rather  than  Hopkins,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
especially  important  standing  committees  of  Congress,  the  Secret 
Committee  for  supplies  from  foreign  sources  and  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  both  established  in  September,  1775.93 

Included  in  the  correspondence  of  this  period  are  several  interest¬ 
ing  letters  to  and  from  Samuel  Ward,  Jr.  (Sammy),  who  was  in  the 
army,  and  a  few  more  words  concerning  him  are  perhaps  appro¬ 
priate.  As  noted  earlier  he  was,  in  1769,  attending  or  preparing  for 
Rhode  Island  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  September, 
1771, 94  aged  fifteen.  In  May,  1775,  though  only  eighteen  years  old, 
he  was  commissioned  a  captain  in  the  Rhode  Island  Army  of  Obser¬ 
vation.  Volunteering  for  service  with  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold,  he 
accompanied  the  latter  on  his  famous  expedition  through  the  Maine 
wilderness  to  attack  Quebec.  He  was  taken  prisoner  with  the  party 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Christopher  Greene  in  the  disastrous  at¬ 
tack,  December  31,  1775;  he  was  exchanged  the  following  August, 
and  was  promoted  Major  in  the  Continental  service  on  January  1, 

92The  point  is  discussed  in  my  Washington  and  the  Revolution,  116-21. 

92aIf  Congress  wished  to  debate  a  question  unrestricted  by  the  rigid  rules  of 
Parliamentary  procedure  governing  its  formal  sittings,  it  followed  the  practice  of 
the  British  House  of  Commons  by  voting  to  sit  as  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as 
shown  by  numerous  entries  in  the  Journals  of  Congress  from  May  19,  1775,  to 
March  13,  1776;  Journals,  II,  57  to  IV,  200. 

93 Journals ,  II,  255  and  III,  262. 

94The  Historical  Catalogue  of  Brown  University  1764-1934,  88. 
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1777.  In  1778  he  married  his  first  cousin,  Phebe,  daughter  of 
William  and  Catharine  (Ray)  Greene;  was  promoted  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  in  1779;  and  resigned  his  commission  in  1781  to  enter  busi¬ 
ness.  He  seems  to  have  had  but  little  success  as  a  merchant,  and, 
apart  from  his  military  services,  is  perhaps  best  known  as  the  grand¬ 
father  of  Julia  Ward  Howe;  Samuel  Ward,  prince  of  Washington 
lobbyists;  and  Louisa  Ward  Crawford,  mother  of  the  novelist, 
F.  Marion  Crawford. 

The  most  important  letters  of  this  period  are  between  Ward  and 
his  brother  Henry,  Secretary  of  Rhode  Island,  and  between  Ward 
and  General  Greene,  senior  officer  from  Rhode  Island  in  the  Con¬ 
tinental  service.  The  correspondence  so  far  discovered  is  mostly  one 
sided,  letters  from  Ward  to  Henry  Ward  and  from  Nathanael  Greene 
to  Ward,  but  many  of  the  missing  letters  have  probably  survived,  and 
information  concerning  any  of  them  will  be  gratefully  received  and 
acknowledged.95  The  extraordinary  interest  and  importance  of  the 
Ward  correspondence  derives  largely  from  the  circumstance  that, 
while  dealing  with  matters  of  vital  public  import,  the  letters  have  the 
freedom  of  family  intercourse.  Henry  Ward,  as  previously  men¬ 
tioned,  was  Samuel’s  brother,  while  Nathanael  Greene  was  the  hus¬ 
band  of  Ward’s  niece,  Catharine  Littlefield  Greene,  and  was  an  inti¬ 
mate  friend  of  Sammy  Ward,96  who,  for  some  time,  served  under  him. 

It  is  difficult  to  resist  the  temptation  to  prolong  this  introductory 
essay  by  almost  endless  quotation  of  selected  passages  from  the  Ward 
letters  of  this  period ;  but,  since  they  are  here  published  in  full,  it  is  best 
to  let  them  tell  their  own  story,  supplemented  by  such  editorial  com¬ 
ment  as  seems  required  and  a  few  punctuation  marks. 

BERNHARD  KNOLLENBERG 

95If  addressed  to  the  editor  at  Chester,  Connecticut,  or  to  the  Director  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Providence. 

96Greene’s  letters  to  Samuel,  Jr.,  from  1770  to  1774,  published  in  George 
Washington  Greene’s  The  Life  of  Nathanael  Greene,  I  (1867),  56-74,  are  the 
principal  source  of  such  meagre  knowledge  as  we  have  of  Greene  at  that  period. 
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Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  26. th  May  17751 

Dear  Brother 

When  I  saw  D.r  Bowen2  arrive  I  hoped  for  Letters  from  You;  it 
would  have  given  Me  the  highest  Pleasure  to  have  received  an  Acc.* 
of  the  State  of  the  Colony  and  your  Sentiments  upon  any  Subject 
relative  to  the  common  Defence. 

It  is  with  the  highest  Pleasure  that  I  can  acquaint  You  that  the 
Congress  is  very  full  and  that  the  greatest  Harmony  subsists;  Advice 
hath  been  given  to  the  Province  of  New  York  to  move  the  Cannon 
and  Stores  from  Ticonderoga3  and  to  take  a  Post  at  Fort  George, 
another  at  Kingsbridge  another  in  the  highlands  [near  Peekskill, 
N.  Y.]  in  order  to  stop  any  Vessels  of  War  from  taking  Possession  of 
Hudsons  River  and  besides  a  Number  of  Men  for  Protection  of  the 
City;  the  Militia  are  to  be  trained  and  ready  at  a  Minutes  Warning 
and  it  is  agreed  to  put  every  Colony  in  a  good  State  of  Defence.  You 
may  see  in  our  Letter  to  the  Dep.y  Gov.r  [Cooke]4  some  hints  upon 
that  Subject;  whether  besides  the  Measures  there  proposed  it  will  be 
best  to  keep  some  standing  Troops  in  Kings  County  on  the  Sea  Coast, 
on  Block  Island  or  any  other  Part  of  the  Colony,  I  should  be  glad  of 
your  Advice  and  that  of  every  judicious  Friend  to  the  Colony  whom 
you  may  have  Opportunity  to  consult;  present  my  Compliments  to 
Col°.  James  Angel5  in  particular  and  tell  him  a  Letter  from  him  on 
this  subject  would  be  very  acceptable. 

There  is  a  Letter  in  the  City  which  says  that  all  american  Charters 
are  to  be  abrogated  and  new  ones  given  like  that  of  Quebec,  and 
D.r  Franklin,6  with  whom  I  have  had  the  Pleasure  of  conversing 

Hopkins  and  Ward  both  arrived  late  at  the  Congress,  presumably  having  been 
detained  by  the  ticklish  political  situation  at  home.  Joseph  Wanton,  just  reelected 
Governor,  was  an  active  Tory  and  Darius  Sessions  declined  to  accept  re-election 
or  to  serve  as  Deputy  Governor. 

Presumably,  either  Dr.  Ephraim  or  his  son  Dr.  William  Bowen  (Yale  1757) 
both  well-known  physicians  in  Providence. 

^British  fort  on  Lake  Champlain  taken  May  10  by  the  Americans. 

4Letter  not  found.  Hereafter,  if  a  letter  from  or  to  Ward  is  mentioned  and  not 
published  the  reader  will  know  it  has  not  been  found. 

5 James  Angell  of  Providence,  Colonel  of  the  First  Providence  County  Regiment, 
Rhode  Island  militia. 

6Franklin,  after  ten  years  in  England,  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  May  5,  1775,  and 
next  day  was  elected  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Continental  Congress. 
Ward  was  an  old  friend  of  Franklin  as  we  know  from  references  in  the  letters  of 
Franklin  to  Ward’s  sister-in-law,  Catharine  (Ray)  Greene.  Roelker,  Franklin- 
Greene  Correspondence  11,  28,  32,  35. 
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often,  assures  Me  that  it  was  said  by  ministerial  People  when  he  was 
in  England,  that  We  had  forfeited  our  Charters  by  our  Readiness  to 
march  to  the  Relief  of  Boston  and  that  the  Attorney  General7  pub- 
lickly  said  that  the  Quebec  Model8  was  the  only  proper  one  for  Us, 
that  We  ought  to  have  had  such  charters  at  first  and  never  should  be 
happy  until  we  had  such;  the  Wretch  who  entertains  such  Sentiments 
ought  to  be  banished  Society. 

We  are  told  that  two  of  the  Assistants9  have  given  Gov.r  Wanton 
the  Oath  of  Office;  if  so  They  and  he  both  ought  to  be  removed  and, 
as  there  is  no  doubt  but  an  Act  will  be  passed  for  taking  away  their 
Places,  [these]  ought  to  be  filled. 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Samuel ,  Jr. 

Original  in  Peck  Papers ,  111,  39,  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  26.th  May  1775 

My  dear  Son,10 

This  I  hope  you  will  receive  in  Roxbury  or  Cambridge,11  if  not,  I 
dare  say  it  will  not  be  your  fault,12  that  Love  of  Liberty  and  your 
Country  which  you  sucked  in  almost  with  your  Mother’s  Milk,  I 
flatter  myself  will  excite  you  to  the  most  noble  Exertions,  and  Support 
you  under  the  most  arduous  Labours;  esto  perpetua  you  was  taught 
in  your  Infancy  and  I  hope  will  ardently  wish  it  to  the  last  moment; 
but  remember  my  dear  Son,  that  besides  Bravery,  Prudence,  Wisdom 


7Edward  Thurlow,  later  Lord  Thurlow,  Attorney-General,  1771-78. 

8The  Quebec  Act  of  1774,  one  of  Parliament’s  “Intolerable  Acts”  precipitating 
the  American  Revolution,  made  no  provision  for  an  elective  assembly  for  Quebec 
colony  (Canada).  A  Council  appointed  by  the  King  was  given  legislative  powers, 
including  the  right  to  tax,  and  the  King  was  empowered  to  appoint  and  provide 
for  payment  out  of  local  revenue  of  an  established  Anglican  clergy  —  provisions 
that  were  anathema  to  a  good  Rhode  Island  dissenter. 

^Presumably  Thomas  Wickes  and  William  Potter,  the  Assistants  (members  of 
Governor’s  Council)  who  joined  with  Governor  Wanton  and  Deputy  Governor 
Sessions  in  protesting  against  authorizing  enlistment  of  the  Rhode  Island  Army  of 
Observation.  R.  I.  Records,  VII,  311. 

10What  Samuel,  Jr.,  had  been  doing  since  his  graduation  from  college  in  1771 
is  not  known.  In  May,  1775,  he  was  commissioned  a  captain  in  the  Rhode  Island 
Army  of  Observation  of  1500  men  enlisted  to  serve  until  December  31,  1775. 
R.  I.  Records,  VII,  317-24. 

UThe  forces  hastily  raised  after  Lexington  and  Concord  (April  19)  to  protect 
Massachusetts  from  further  attacks  by  the  British  in  Boston  first  were  concentrated 
at  Cambridge  and  Roxbury. 

12Samuel  Ward,  Jr.,  did  not  arrive  at  the  New  England  camp  until  June  14,  as 
appears  from  his  letter  of  June  20,  below.  His  company  was  the  fifth  in  Colonel 
James  M.  Varnum’s  King’s  County  and  Kent  regiment.  R.  I.  Records,  VII,  324. 


41 


Correspondence  1 ,  May  26,  1775-Aug.  31,  1775 

and  Economy  are  necessary;  when  your  Country  calls  for  your  Life, 
risk  it  freely,  but  never  wantonly  or  foolishly  expose  yourself  or  your 
men;  let  Sobriety,  Temperance  and  Virtue  direct  your  whole  Con¬ 
duct  as  you  have  never  been  much  exposed,  be  as  careful  as  your  Duty 
will  admit,  of  your  Health;  be  extremely  careful  of  your  Men,  see 
as  much  as  possible  in  Person  that  they  have  good  Provisions  and 
every  Comfort  their  State  will  admit,  compel  them  to  be  clean  to 
dress  their  Provisions  well  and  suffer  as  little  Debauchery  and  Drunk¬ 
enness  to  take  footing  amongst  them  as  possible ;  you  can  recollect  so 
many  Instances  of  Armies  being  destroyed  by  the  Negligence  or 
Imprudence  of  the  Generals  or  other  Officers  that  I  doubt  not  but 
you  will  as  much  as  possible  see  that  all  under  you  do  their  duty  at  all 
Times,  particularly  when  on  Guard. 

Give  my  most  affectionate  Regards  to  the  General13  and  other 
officers  and  tell  them  that  it  is  with  the  highest  Pleasure  that  I  assure 
them  that  the  Congress  is  very  full,  that  the  greatest  Unanimity  pre¬ 
vails  and  that  New  England  will  be  most  powerfully  and  effectually 
supported  by  all  the  Colonies. 

Remember  my  Son  that  unless  the  Lord  keep  the  City,  in  vain  do 
the  Watchmen  watch.  May  his  infinite  Wisdom  preserve  and  direct 
you.  I  am  Your  very  affec.e  Father  Sam  Ward 

P.S.  The  military  Ardor  which  prevails  here  is  already  amazing  and 
continually  increasing. 

To  Cap*.  Samuel  Ward  Junr. 

In  or  rather  of  Westerly 

•X"  *  •$(• 

Henry  Ward  to  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Providence  May  30. th  1775 

In  Addition  to  the  inclosed  Hand-Bill  we  are  informed  that  the 
Enemy  left  4  Men  dead  upon  the  Marsh  and  that  the  Americans 
killed  1 2  Horses  upon  the  Islands  and  brought  off  1 7  with  a  consider¬ 
able  Number  of  Cattle.14 

The  Regiment  in  this  County  is  compleat.  In  the  Counties  of 
Newport  and  Bristol  all  the  Companies  are  full  excepting  the  One 

13General  Nathanael  Greene,  brigadier  of  the  three  regiments  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Army  of  Observation.  Ward’s  niece  Catharine  Littlefield  was  General 
Greene’s  wife,  and  Ward’s  daughter  Catharine  was  married  to  Greene’s  brother 
Christopher. 

14Skirmish  at  Hog  Island,  Boston  Harbor,  May  27,  1775;  Frank  Moore,  Diary 
of  the  American  Revolution  (1860),  I,  85-6. 
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that  was  left  vacant  to  which  Officers  have  not  been  yet  appointed. 
In  Kings  County  Things  are  far  otherwise;  the  disaffected  People 
there  have  given  such  Discouragements  to  the  Service  that  the  Officers 
notwithstanding  all  their  Exertions  have  not  been  able  to  inlist  more 
than  Two  Thirds  of  the  Men.  Your  Son  with  his  Company  march 
this  Morning  from  Westerly. 

Webster  arrived  at  Newport  with  a  Load  of  Beef,  Pork  and  etc. 
on  Friday  the  19th  from  New  York  said  to  be  bound  to  Nantucket. 
All  the  Provisions  on  Board  he  says  belonged  to  William  and  Francis 
Rotch15  excepting  70  Barrels  of  Pork  —  consigned  to  himself  which 
he  sold  to  George  Rome.16  All  the  Circumstances  attending  this 
Affair  concur  to  give  the  strongest  Suspicions  that  these  Provisions 
were  purchased  for  Use  of  the  Enemy.  Webster  is  gone  with  his 
Vessel  to  Boston,  by  whom  the  Tories  in  Newport  have  sent  about 
20  Sheep,  a  Quantity  of  fresh  Butter  and  all  the  Eggs  in  the  Town. 

A  Ship  belonging  to  Christ0.  Champlin17  arrived  at  Newport  last 
Saturday  Morning  from  Baltimore  laden  with  Flour  and  Com  for 
Ireland.  She  was  immediately  taken  into  Possession  by  the  King’s 
Ships  and  is  destined  to  Boston  —  Mr.  Champlin  declares  that  he 
was  utterly  ignorant  of  her  coming  to  Newport  that  she  put  in  for  a 
Supply  of  Wood  and  Water;  and  that  upon  his  Application  to  Wal¬ 
lace18  to  permit  his  Ship  to  pursue  her  Voyage,  he  was  denied  and 
told  by  Wallace  that  he  had  positive  Orders  from  Admiral  Greaves19 
to  seize  every  Vessel  he  could  take  with  Provisions  and  send  them  to 
Boston.  —  I  tremble  for  the  Distresses  that  may  possibly  be  brought 
upon  the  Inhabitants  of  Newport  by  the  villainous  Practices  of  a  few 


15The  Rotches,  prominent  Quaker  merchants  and  whalers  of  Nantucket,  re¬ 
mained  neutral  during  the  Revolution. 

!6For  Rome,  a  pronounced  Newport  Tory,  see  passages  referred  to  under 
Rome,  George  in  index  to  Samuel  G.  Arnold,  History  of  Rhode  Island  (1859- 
1860),  II;  and  Lorenzo  Sabine,  Biographical  Sketches  of  Loyalists  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution  (1864),  II,  237-38. 

17 Wealthy  Newport  merchant,  who  had  a  contract  for  victualing  British  naval 
vessels  in  New  England  waters,  but  a  patriot  sympathizer.  He  was  apparently 
innocent  of  the  suspected  connivance.  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  7th  Ser.  X,  19-20. 

18Captain  James  Wallace,  commander  of  H.M.S.  Rose,  stationed  at  Newport  to 
patrol  Narragansett  Bay.  His  activities  are  detailed  in  William  G.  Roelker  and 
Clarkson  A.  Collins,  3rd,  “The  Patrol  of  Narragansett  Bay  (1774-76)  by  H.M.S. 
Rose,  Captain  James  Wallace,”  R.  I.  History,  VII,  12-19,  90-95,  VIII,  45-63, 
77-83  and  IX,  11-23,  52-58.  Hereafter  cited  as  Roelker  and  Collins,  “Patrol.” 

^Vice-Admiral  Samuel  Graves,  in  command  of  the  British  fleet  on  the  North 
American  station.  His  headquarters  were  at  Boston. 
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Men  who  are  so  lost  to  all  Sentiments  of  Humanity  that  they  would 
not  only  sacrifice  the  Town  but  all  Mankind  to  their  own  interested 
Views. 

A  Vote  was  passed  in  a  Town  Meeting  held  at  Newport  on  the  22. d 
instant  for  supplying  the  Town  with  1000  Cord  of  Wood,  2500 
Bushels  of  Indian  Corn,  500  Bushels  of  Rye,  and  20  Barrels  of  Rice. 
A  Committee  was  appointed  to  hire  the  Money  and  purchase  the 
Articles  I  am  well  informed  that  <£-500  was  procured  in  less  than 
Two  Days.  The  Articles]  are  to  be  delivered  out  at  the  First  Cost 
and  Charges  to  the  Poor. 

The  Hand-Bill  is  printed  from  a  written  Account  given  by  Mr. 
Commissary  Trumbull20  to  the  Norwich  Port. 

The  Rhode  Island  Forces  are  stationed  at  Jamaica  Plains  for  the 
present.  We  have  sent  Six  24  and  Six  Eighteen  Pounders  to  Roxbury 
with  Carriages  and  Shot.  But  alas  Powder  is  wanting. 

With  Regard  to  the  Measures  to  be  pursued  by  the  Congress  I  can 
only  say  that  it  is  of  the  last  Consequence  that  they  should  be  de¬ 
cisive  and  vigorous.  America  now  looks  up  to  them  with  Confidence. 
Their  Determinations  at  present  will  have  the  Force  of  Laws.  The 
People  impatiently  expect  that  they  will  do  something  of  Importance. 
Should  your  Time  be  wasted  in  fruitless  Debates,  in  Half  Way  Re¬ 
solves,  the  Spirit  of  the  People  may  flag,  the  golden  Opportunity  may 
be  lost  and  that  Congress  which  may  now  exercise  supreme  Power 
will  not  even  be  a  Bugbear  to  the  Ministry.  —  You  know  that  I  do 
not  wish  for  Independence.  I  think  the  Happiness  of  America  de¬ 
pends  upon  her  Connections  with  Britain  if  her  Liberties  can  be 
preserved  with  that  Connection.  And  therefore  I  hope  that  at  the 
same  Time  we  carry  the  Sword  in  One  Hand  we  shall  hold  out  in 
the  other  equitable  Terms  of  Peace  and  Reconciliation.  And  I  have 
no  Doubt  but  the  Congress  will  take  every  prudent  Step  to  convince 
the  People  of  Britain  that  this  is  not  a  War  with  them  nor  the  King 
but  is  purely  a  ministerial  War  in  which  we  are  engaged  for  the 
Defence  of  our  indeafeazable  Rights. 

Write  to  me  largely  and  minutely.  You  will  hear  from  me  again 
by  the  next  Post  when  I  hope  to  be  more  at  Leisure  For  I  steal  this 
Time  from  a  Committee  who  are  impatiently  waiting  for  me. 

Henry  Ward 

^Joseph  Trumbull  (son  of  Governor  Jonathan  Trumbull)  of  Connecticut, 
Commissary  for  the  Connecticut  troops,  later  Commissary-General  of  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Army. 
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I  am  at  present  in  tolerable  Health  and  expect  that  the  Air  will  suit 
me  here  as  well  as  in  Newport.  Mr.  Goddard21  is  here.  He  hath  met 
with  every  Encouragement  he  could  wish.  Connecticut,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  and  Massachusetts  have  adopted  the  Plan  and  appointed  Post- 
Masters  and  Riders.  The  Affair  will  be  laid  before  our  General 
Assembly  next  Week. 

*  *  * 

Ward  to  his  children. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  8.th  June  1775 

My  dearest  Children 

I  have  not  had  the  Pleasure  of  one  Line  from  You  nor  heard  a 
Word  relative  to  my  Family  save  that  your  Bro.r  [Samuel]  has 
marched  for  Boston.  I  cannot  conceive  the  Reason  but  whatever 
may  have  prevented  hitherto  I  would  have  You  write  to  Me  every 
Post  for  the  future  (the  Post  comes  regularly  now)  for  I  long  to  know 
how  and  what  You  all  do. 

I  am  concerned  about  our  Business;  the  little  Boys  must  take  great 
Care  of  the  Garden  and  also  that  no  Creatures  tresspass  any  where. 
I  would  wish  such  Horses  as  we  dont  want  to  keep  over  the  Winter 
may  be  fat  against  my  Return  that  I  may  dispose  of  them ;  what  Wool 
you  do  not  want,  sell  for  Cash ;  your  Potatoes  I  fear  you  will  loose ; 
wash  and  dry  and  put  into  the  Cribs  as  many  as  you  shall  want  to  eat, 
the  remainder  put  into  the  Barn  and  give  the  Cows  and  Hogs  or  if 
the  fat  Cattle  had  some  at  the  other  Farm  it  would  be  well,  you  should 
sew  Turnips  several  Times  and  plant  Pease  and  Beans  so,  be  sure  to 
have  your  Corn  seasonably  and  well  hoed,  the  Island  I  imagine  will 
want  mowing  by  25. th  of  this  month  at  furthest,  probably  sooner;  be 
sure  to  cut  all  your  Grass  seasonably  and  make  it  well;  the  spring 
Stack  may  be  sett  near  the  upper  End  of  the  Meadow  had  of  Esq.r 
Hern  ;22  it  should  contain  all  the  Hay  the  Island  yields  or  rather  more ; 
they  may  cut  a  Path  to  the  Pond :  I  hope  your  Wheat  field  is  plowed. 

21William  Goddard,  founder  of  the  Providence  Gazette  and  Postmaster  of 
Providence  in  the  British  postal  service,  who  was  now  organizing  an  independent 
postal  service,  soon  taken  over  by  the  Continental  Congress.  Ruth  L.  Butler, 
Doctor  Franklin  Postmaster  General  (1928),  157-60;  Lawrence  C.  Wroth,  A  His¬ 
tory  of  Printing  in  Colonial  Maryland,  1686-1776  (1922),  119-135. 

22Not  identified.  Hereafter  when  identification  is  not  mentioned,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  identification  was  attempted,  though  not  exhaustively,  without 
success. 
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The  small  Pox  hath  been  extremely  thick  in  all  Parts  of  the  Town 
but  none  of  Us  have  taken  it  that  We  know  of  and  as  it  now  abates 
We  have  some  Hopes  that  We  may  escape  it;  should  it  be  otherwise 
that  entire  Confidence  which  We  all  ought  to  have  in  the  Wisdom 
and  Goodness  of  God  will  support  us  under  it ;  yesterday  compleated 
half  a  Century  with  Me23  and  I  may  yet  say  few  and  evil  have  been 
my  Days;  if  my  great  Master  hath  any  further  Business  for  one  to  do 
he  will  certainly  continue  Me  here  and  I  hope  enable  Me  to  see  and 
do  it;  when  he  has  no  further  Service  for  Me  I  hope  I  shall  chearfully 
retire  and  you  as  chearfully  resign  Me  and  happily  experience  the 
Truth  of  that  gracious  Promise  “when  my  Father  and  Mother  for¬ 
sake  Me  the  Lord  will  take  Me  up.”  It  is  not  in  my  Power  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  Sabbath  as  I  could  wish  but  hope  all  of  You  will  be  careful 
of  your  Duty  to  God  and  your  Father  in  that  Respect.  I  am  concerned 
about  little  Betsy  I  hope  her  Sister  will  be  careful  of  her  in  this  as 
well  as  other  Respects. 

By  two  Ships  which  arrived  yesterday  and  brought  News  to  20. th 
April  last  I  find  that  Administration  are  resolved  to  compel  us  to 
submit;  the  Kings  Answer  to  the  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  in  our  Favor  breathes  nothing  but  Slaughter24  but  I  trust 
under  God  that  the  Unanimity  and  Fortitude  of  this  Country  will 
disappoint  our  Enemies  and  establish  our  Liberty:  I  inclose  You  the 
Papers  for  the  remaining  News. 

I  want  to  write  to  your  Bro.r  and  Sister  Greene25  and  to  your  Aunts 
and  your  Uncle  Greene2(1  but  I  have  so  many  public  Letters  to  write 
that  I  cannot  this  Opportunity.  You  must  remember  Me  in  the  most 
affectionate  Manner  to  them  and  other  Friends. 

23Ward  was  born  May  27,  1725,  old  style,  June  7,  new.  He  evidently  thought 
of  and  presumably  celebrated  his  birthday  according  to  the  new  style  of  dating, 
eleven  days  later  than  the  old. 

24This  was  exaggerated.  When  John  Wilkes,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  presented 
a  petition  to  George  III  on  April  10,  1775,  praying  for  the  removal  of  the  Prime 
Minister  Lord  North  and  the  rest  of  the  Ministry  for  “their  iniquitous  measures” 
towards  the  colonies,  the  King  replied  he  was  astonished  that  any  of  his  subjects 
“should  encourage  the  rebellious  disposition”  which  prevailed  in  some  of  his 
colonies.  London  Public  Advertiser,  April  11,  1775;  and  Llorace  Bleackley,  Life 
of  John  Wilkes  (1917),  290-91. 

25Ward’s  daughter  Catharine  married  Christopher  Greene  of  Warwick  in 
December  1773.  This  Christopher  (1748-1830),  younger  brother  of  General 
Nathanael  Greene,  was  a  distant  cousin  of  the  distinguished  Continental  officer, 
Colonel  Christopher  Greene  (1737-81),  killed  in  1781. 

26Ward’s  sister-in-law  Catharine  Ray  was  the  wife  of  William  Greene  (later 
Governor  of  Rhode  Island)  of  Warwick. 


46 


Correspondence  of  Governor  Samuel  Ward 

Tell  the  Work  People  and  those  who  serve  Me  that  while  I  am 
here  in  continual  Danger  of  my  Life  to  preserve  their  Lives  and 
Property  They  will  surely  be  so  grateful  as  to  do  Me  all  the  Service 
in  their  Power. 

May  God  of  his  infinite  Mercy  preserve  my  dear  Children. 

Your  very  affectionate  Father 
Sam  Ward 


Ward  to  Samuel ,  Jr. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  9.th  June  1775 

My  dear  Son 

Tho  fatigued  with  thinking  and  writing  almost  the  whole  Day  I 
cannot  omit  this  favorable  Opportunity  of  writing  to  You. 

I  mentioned  amongst  other  Things  the  Necessity  of  your  Mens 
being  clean,  and  dressing  their  Victuals  properly;  in  the  Beginning 
of  the  last  War  great  Numbers  died  wholly  for  Want  of  Care;  see 
that  your  People  have  vegetables  if  to  be  got ;  that  they  lie  as  dry  as 
conveniently  may  be;  in  one  Word  at  the  same  time  that  you  keep  up 
a  proper  Authority  take  all  possible  Care  of  them ;  dont  suffer  them 
to  be  idle  but  on  the  other  Hand  dont  make  their  Duty  too  severe. 

You’ll  remember  my  dear  Son  what  I  said  to  You  before  You  left 
home,  that  I  did  not  fear  for  You  a  cannon  or  musket  Ball  a  Bayonet 
or  any  other  Instrument  of  Death  while  you  was  virtuos;  Vice  is 
the  only  Enemy  truly  to  be  feared;  shun  it  in  every  Form  if  possible, 
especially  in  those  Instances  which  I  mentioned  to  You.  She  like 
other  Deceivers  will  promise  you  much  but  however  flowery  and  gay 
the  Paths  to  which  she  may  first  lead  you  may  be,  they  certainly 
terminate  in  Misery  and  Ruin. 

D.r  Church27  who  does  Me  the  Favor  to  take  Charge  of  this  can 
tell  You  all  the  News  from  here:  The  Congress  have  taken  many 
spirited  Measures  which  will  transpire  in  Season;  the  Army  may  rely 
upon  being  effectually  provided  for  and  supported. 

Give  my  affectionate  Regards  to  the  General  [Greene]  and  all  the 
[Rhode  Island]  officers  I  think  much  of  them  and  shall  do  every 

27Dr.  Benjamin  Church,  Jr.,  the  traitor,  a  native  of  Newport  but  long  a  resident 
of  Boston.  He  was  in  Philadelphia  on  a  mission  for  the  Massachusetts  Provincial 
Congress  to  the  Continental  Congress.  For  details:  Allen  French,  General  Gage’s 
Informers  (1932),  147-97. 
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thing  in  my  Power  for  their  Service;  I  shall  write  to  the  Genl.  the 
first  Opportunity  I  am 

Your  very  affec.e  Father 

Sam  Ward 

superscription:  To 

Cap*.  Samuel  Ward  in  the  Rhodeisland  Camp  near  Boston 

*  *  * 

Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  15.th  June  1775 

Dear  Brother 

I  was  surprized  to  find  by  your  Letter  of  6.th  ins*.  that  You  had 
received  no  Letter  from  Me;  when  I  first  arrived  here  the  Posts  were 

stopped,  but  after  some  Time  M.r  Hancock28  told  Me  he  should  send 

an  Express  to  Providence  and  Boston.  I  then  wrote  You  a  long  Letter 
and  have  since  wrote  to  You  again;  I  should  have  wrote  to  You  by 
Wightman29  but  was  afraid  the  Men  of  War  would  intercept  my  Let¬ 
ter.  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  You  for  writing  so  often  and  beg  You 
would  not  miss  one  Post. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  S - should  sell  Flour  to  [George]  Rome 

when  the  Town  must  very  soon  need  all  that  is  or  can  be  got  into  the 
Place,  and  am  heartily  glad  the  People  had  the  Spirit  to  Seize  it. 

We  rec.d  a  Letter  from  the  Com.ee  of  New  York  yesterday  request¬ 
ing  our  advice  relative  to  a  vessel  loaded  with  Provisions  bound  to 
Newport.  They  Suspected  they  were  for  the  Army;  the  matter  is 
referred  to  the  Delegates  of  New  York,  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  who  have  not  yet  met ;  every  proper  measure  ought  to  be  taken 
to  Supply  the  Town  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  the  Enemy  from 
getting  Supplies. 

I  am  obliged  to  You  for  the  Mention  of  my  Family;  I  have  not 
heard  one  Word  save  what  you  have  wrote  since  I  left  them;  what 
they  can  mean  by  it  I  am  wholly  at  a  Loss. 

The  Congress  continues  vastly  unanimous,  are  going  on  with 
proper  Measures  for  supporting  the  Troops  already  raised  and  put¬ 
ting  all  the  Colonies  into  a  Posture  of  Defence,  a  continental  Currency 
is  agreed  upon  and  will  soon  be  emitted ;  for  want  of  proper  Estimates 

^John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

29Possibly  Reuben  Wightman  of  Warwick,  captain  in  the  Rhode  Island  militia. 
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of  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  and  rateable  Estate  in  each  Colony,  a 
Proportion  hath  been  struck  according  to  the  Number  of  Inhabitants 
as  near  as  We  can  now  judge,  subject  however  to  a  Revision  when 
more  perfect  Acc.ts  are  had.  I  imagine  We  may  sett  a  few  Weeks 
longer,  and  then  make  a  Short  adjournment,  probably  leaving  a 
committee  to  Superintend  in  our  Recess. 

I  expect  to  be  at  liberty  to  write  you  more  fully  in  a  few  days  and 
Shall  omit  no  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  with  every  thing  as 
fast  as  I  can. 

Present  my  most  respectful  regards  to  Gov.r  Cook,30  to  Mr.  Treas¬ 
urer  Clark31  and  any  of  our  friends  to  whom  they  will  be  acceptable. 
To  Henry  Ward  Esqr.  In  Providence 

*  *  * 

Deborah  Ward  to  Samuel  Ward ,  Jr. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Westerly32  June  19th  1775 

Dear  Sammy. 

having  an  oppertunity  I  Cannot  omit  the  Pleasing  task  of  writing 
to  my  Beloved  Brother;  harry  Came  home  Last  week  and  told  me 
when  you  Left  Greenwich  you  was  Quite  unwell.  Do  Sammy  take 
Care  of  your  Self ;  how  Does  your  manner  of  Living  Suit  you,  I  am 
afraid  not  very  well,  you  Cant  think  how  extremely  Lonesome  it  is; 
you  will  hardly  think  twas  the  Same  town  it  was  two  months  past. 
Daddy  has  never  wrote  one  Line,  att  Least  we  have  not  received  any 
one  Since  he  Left  us.  Daniel  Rogers  Came  from  their,  week  before 
Last;  Said  he  Saw  him  and  he  was  very  well  and  the  Small  Pox  was 
as  thick  as  hale.  So  we  Shall  no  what  to  expect,  but  as  pope  Says 
what  ever  is  is  right.  I  think  the  farm  goes  on  as  well  as  I  expected ; 
thompson  R  stays  here  Constantly  a  Days  and  I  believe  takes  as  good 
Care  as  he  Can.  I  want  to  know  if  you  have  Cloths  enough;  if  you 
have  not  do  write  for  whatever  you  want  and  we  will  get  them  for 
you.  Phebe  Greene33  has  wrote  me  a  Lovely  frandly  Letter  and  tells 

^Nicholas  Cooke  of  Providence,  elected  Deputy  Governor  by  the  General 
Assembly  in  May  1775,  when  Darius  Sessions  declined  to  accept  office,  or  if  he 
accepted,  immediately  resigned. 

31Joseph  Clarke  of  Richmond,  long  the  Treasurer  of  Rhode  Island. 

32Westerly  township,  not  the  city,  which  was  then  a  hamlet  of  a  few  houses 
known  as  Pawcatuck  Bridge.  Denison,  Westerly  (Rhode  Island)  and  Its  Wit¬ 
nesses ,  173. 

33Their  first  cousin,  daughter  of  William  Greene  of  Warwick.  She  married 
Samuel,  Jr.,  in  1778. 
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me  that  Nabby  Collins,  Jenny  Flagg,34  Betsy  Belcher  and  herself  in¬ 
tend  making  us  a  visit  this  week.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  See  them 
but  I  Dont  feel  quite  So  gay  I  assure  you  as  I  used  to  do  or  as  I  Did 
when  Nabby  was  here  .  .  .  Some  of  your  Soldiers  has  wrote  werd 
home  thet  there  is  27000  Soldiers  arrived  and  that  you  expected  a 
Battle  every  Day;  how  many  fine  Brave  fellows  will  die  by  the  hands 
of  them  villans  I  was  going  to  Say.  I  think  very  often  Since  you  have 
been  gone  of  the  Roman  Ladies,  they  rather  rejoiced  when  their 
relation  died  fighting  gloriously  but  us  Poor  americans  are  more 
humble  and  wish  them  to  escape  from  all  Danger.  I  want  you  to 
fight  Like  achilles  but  to  be  as  wise  and  Prudent  as  Ulissis  and  not 
to  expose  your  Self  when  their  is  no  need  of  it ;  you  have  Quite  forgot 
your  Promise  that  you  made  when  you  Left  us  to  write;  what  you 
are  going  to  do,  how  you  Like  your  Brother  Soldiers  in  Massachusetts, 
how  you  Live,  whether  you  have  got  a  testament.  I  want  to  ask  you 
a  thousand  Questions;  Oh  Deer  if  I  Could  but  See  you  only  for  one 
hour  but  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  a  while  before  I  have  that  pleasure 
and  dont  forget  to  tell  me  whether  you  are  tolerably  well  or  not  for 
that  is  of  the  most  Conciquince;  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that 
Nancy35  is  much  Better,  hope  She  will  be  restord  to  a  tolerably  State 
of  health;  aunts  are  tolerably  well  and  very  good  Neighbours  to  us. 
I  Dont  know  what  we  Should  of  done  if  they  had  not  been  here; 
only  Polly  and  Betsy36  and  I,  Sometimes  there  is  only  [us]  Children. 
They  have  not  another  Soul  only  the  negroes  and  you  Know  what  a 
Co  werd  your  Sister  is;  that  it  is  Dreadful  indeed  I  have  Jest  this 
momnt  heard  of  another  engagement  at  Boston  [Battle  of  Bunker 
Hill]  But  not  one  of  the  particulers.  Colo  Babcock3'  is  going  and  I 
must  bid  you  good  Bye  and  I  am  afraid  you  have  Lost  a  good  many 
men  by  Sending  Dispatchs  for  more,  but  I  hope  and  Pray  that  god 
will  Prosper  and  preserve  you  and  in  Due  time  return  you  in  peace 

^Granddaughter  of  Benjamin  Franklin’s  sister  Jane  Mecom.  Jenny  (Jane) 
Flagg  married  Elihu  Greene,  brother  of  Nathanael,  December  5,  1776.  The 
Wards  had  long  been  connected  with  the  Flaggs  through  the  marriage  in  1741  of 
Samuel  Ward’s  sister  Mary  to  Ebenezer  Flagg,  formerly  of  Boston,  later  of  Rhode 
Island. 

35Presumably  their  oldest  surviving  sister  Anna,  soon  to  marry  Captain  Ethan 
Clarke. 

36Their  sisters,  Mary  and  Elizabeth  Ward. 

37Henry  Babcock  of  Westerly;  Yale,  1752.  He  had  been  colonel  of  a  Rhode 
Island  regiment  in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  and,  after  Bunker  Hill,  as  a 
volunteer,  joined  the  army  investing  Boston.  Franklin  B.  Dexter,  Biographical 
Sketches  of  the  Graduates  of  Yale  College,  II,  (1896),  278-79. 
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to  your  Daddy  and  Brothers  and  Sisters;  you  have  no  mama  to  be 
Delighted  with  you  and  when  you  Come  home  to  tell  you  as  She  Did 
Jest  before  She  Died  thou  art  Joseph  but  you  will  Know  that  you  are 
the  Joseph  of  most  all  the  family.  I  must  trust  to  your  goodness  to 
excuse  this  incoherent  Stuff  for  I  have  wrote  in  a  great  Deal  of  hurry 
and  Confusion  but  I  know  my  Brother  will  not  Scrutinise  what  his 
Sister  writes  but  take  it  as  Comes  from  the  heart  of  your  ever  affec¬ 
tionate  Sister,  Debby  Ward. 

PS  Do  Sammy  write  every  oppertunity  when  you  can  Spare  time. 
Betsy,  Ray,  Johnny,  Dickey,38  harry39  all  Desire  Love  to  you.  Polly  has 
begun  to  write  but  I  guess  they  will  go  before  She  has  time  to  finish 
and  if  she  Dont  you  must  take  the  will  for  the  Deed.  I  want  ask  a 
favor  of  you.  Now  dont  Deny  me.  I  have  got  a  Locket  and  have  not 
got  any  hair  to  put  into  it;  beg  you  would  Send  me  in  a  Letter  a 
Little  Lock  of  your  hair;  if  you  will  you  will  much  oblige  your  own 
Sister  D.  W. 

superscription :  For  Cap1  Samuel  W ard  att  Roxbury  in  Massachusetts 

Reg. 

*  *  * 

Mary  Ward  to  Samuel  Ward,  Jr. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Westerly  June  19th  1775 

Dear  Brother 

how  absenc  endears  a  beloved  object  to  us;  its  almost  Like  bury¬ 
ing  them ;  we  forget  all  their  faults  and  Every  thing  Disagreable,  on 
the  other  hand  every  Little  act  of  kindness  which  then  Pass’d  un¬ 
noticed  we  pleasingly  Reflect  upon ;  when  I  Reflect  upon  the  Danger 
your  in  I  feel  very  Different  Sensations,  Some  times  Hope,  and  Fear 
in  turn  Predominates,  but,  the  Justness  of  the  Cause  Makes  me  think 
the  Mighty  God  of  Battles  is  on  your  Side,  and  tho  your  Adversaries 
are  not  inconsiderable,  they  Must  fall  a  prey  to  their  Masters  Am¬ 
bition  and  thirst  of  gold  —  Oh  Wreched  England  how  are  thy  Princes 
Degenerated,  Lost  to  every  noble  Manly  feeling  of  the  Soul  — 

But  I’m  affraid  if  I  write  Much  More  I  Shall  Lose  the  Opper¬ 
tunity,  tho  I  must  not  forget  to  Charge  you  to  take  all  Posible  Care 
of  your  Health.  Consider  what  Consequenc  your  Life  is  of  to  your 
People,  your  relations  and  other  Friends;  therefore  do  not  wanton 

38Elizabeth,  Simon  Ray,  John,  and  Richard  Ward,  younger  brothers  and  sister. 
39Probably  their  cousin,  Henry  Ward,  Jr. 
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away  a  Life  so  Precious  at  least  to  others  if  not  to  your  Self ;  is’t  not 
Strang  Sammy  we’ev  not  had  one  line  from,  Daddy,  Since  he’s  been 
gone  —  I  hope  it  will  not  be  Long  before  his  return,  but  that  is  very 
uncertain;  I  heard  he  wrote  to  the  Asembly  Last  week,  and  now 
I’m  going  to  Chide  you  for  not  writing  all  the  time  you  was  at 
Greenwich  for  truly  I  was  in  hopes  youd  have  Come  and  Seen  us 
one  night  or  so,  but  I’ll  forgive  you  if  you’ll  be  very  good  in  writing 
to  us  and  very  Particular  for  you  know  we  are  out  of  the  way  of  news; 
do  tell  me  how  you  Live  and  all  about  it.  Your  Friend  Clark40  is 
Made  Captain  of  the  artillery  Company  and  Jo  Noyes  Col  of  the 
Malitia41  —  I’ve  Just  Heard  there  has  been  an  other  engagement 
but  no  particulars  only  thats  uncertain  who  Came  of  Conquerors  — 
but  Expect  to  hear  More,  Post  Day;  we  Shall  write  every  week  when 
the  new  Post  rides  which  hope  wont  be  Long;  first,  we  try  to  Make 
out  as  well  as  we  Can  with  the  farm,  tho  bad  will  be  the  best  I  Fear  — 
If  I  was  not  writing  to  My  Brother  Shoud  apologise  for  this  Letter 
but  I  Can  Assure  you  its  from  Your  very  Affectionate  sister 

Polly  Ward 


the  Family  all  Join  in  Love  to  you 
superscription:  To 

Capt  Sam11  Ward 


*  *  * 


Samuel  Ward,  Jr.,  to  his  sister  Catharine. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Roxberry  20th  June  1775 

dear  Caty42 

I  yesterday  Rec.d  your  kind  Letter  that  you  sent  Me  by  our  General. 
I  was  exceedingly  rejoiced  to  hear  from  You,  for  a  few  days  seem 
very  long  when  a  Man  enters  on  so  entirely  a  new  life  as  I  have  this 
week  past  —  I  arrived  here  Wednesday  Night  [June  14]  —  thursday 
We  pitched  our  Tents  and  Fryday  I  went  to  Roxberry  down  to  the 
lines  —  seventh  day  We  marched  to  Roxberry  and  We  All  lay  two 
Nights  in  our  Surtouts  on  the  Rocks  and  Hills  —  expecting  an  Action 


40Ethan  Clarke,  captain  of  the  ninth  company  of  the  regiment  of  Kings  County 
and  Kent.  R.  I.  Records ,  VII,  358.  He  married  Anna  Ward  the  following 
February. 

41Joseph  Noyes  of  Westerly,  appointed  Colonel  of  the  first  regiment  of  Kings 
County  militia  in  May  1775.  R.  I.  Records,  VII,  315. 

42Catharine  Ward  Greene,  oldest  living  sister  of  Samuel,  Jr.,  was  the  wife  of 
Christopher  Greene,  younger  brother  of  “our  General,'’  Nathanael  Greene. 
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—  Putnam  had  a  sore  Battle  [Bunker  Hill]  seventh  day,  lost  near 
two  hundred  Men  —  tho  they  killed  double  that  Number  of  the 
Enemy;  they  [the  British]  lost  an  officer  of  Distinction  whose  Name 
We  have  not  heard43  —  but.  Warren  is  dead!  44  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  Your  Family  is  well  —  You,  poor  Nancy  are  a  good  Girl  —  I 
sincerely  love  the  poor  little  baby  face  —  there  is  too  much  Noise  here 
to  write  You  much  —  let  Me  enquire  After  Your  two  Agreeable 
Guests  I  hope  they  are  well  and  that  they  dont  hate  their  very  good 
friend  —  give  my  Regards  to  them  —  to  all  Brothers  and  friends  and 
believe  Me  to  be  Your  affectionate  Brother 

Sam  Ward  Junr 

superscription:  To  Mr.  Christopher  Greene 

with  Care  In  Potowomut  Rhode  Island 

*  *  * 

Nicholas  Cooke 45  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc.  Mss.,  XVI,  137. 

Providence  June  20  1775 

Gentlemen, 

Your  Letter  dated  at  Philadelphia  May  26  did  not  come  to  Hand 
until  the  Day  before  yesterday,  when  our  Session  of  Assembly  was 
over.  We  hear  with  great  Satisfaction  that  the  Congress  seems  to 
consider  the  Defence  entered  into  to  be  common,  and  that  the  reson- 
able  Expenses  of  any  one  Colony  in  that  Matter  more  than  its  Pro¬ 
portion  will  be  refunded  by  the  others.46  Although  I  had  no  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  laying  your  Letter  before  the  Assembly  I  am  not  inattentive 
to  the  Requisitions  therein.  The  Assembly  stands  adjourned  to  the 
third  Monday  in  August.  In  the  Mean  Time  I  shall  endeavour  to  the 
utmost  of  my  Power  to  procure  and  send  (if  it  may  be  done)  the 

43Probably  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Abercrombie,  mortally  wounded,  who 
died  June  23.  Clarence  E.  Carter,  The  Correspondence  of  General  Thomas  Gage, 
(1933),  II,  688,  hereafter  cited  as  Carter,  Gage. 

44Generals  Israel  Putnam  and  Joseph  Warren  are,  of  course,  the  Putnam  and 
Warren  referred  to. 

45Deputy  Governor  Nicholas  Cooke.  He  was  acting  as  Governor,  though  Gov¬ 
ernor  Wanton  was  not  formally  voted  out  of  office  by  the  Rhode  Island  legislature 
until  October  1775. 

461  have  been  unable  to  find  the  letter  of  May  26  from  Hopkins  and  Ward. 
It  would  apparently  throw  important  light  on  the  progress  of  Congress  towards 
assuming  responsibility  for  the  cost  of  colonial  defence.  The  first  recorded  vote 
explicitly  accepting  responsibility  for  an  army  was  on  June  3,  when  Congress 
resolved  to  raise  £6,000  “to  the  purchase  of  gunpowder  for  the  use  of  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Army.”  Journals  II,  79. 
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Number  of  Inhabitants  in  this  Colony,  an  Estimate  of  the  rateable 
estates,  Accounts  of  Imports  and  Exports,  Accounts  of  the  Produce 
and  Manufacturers  Exported  out  of  the  Colony  and  of  the  Imports 
by  Land  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  with  any  thing  else 
necessary  for  a  Discovery  of  our  real  Ability.  I  shall  forward  by  this 
Conveyance  the  last  Estimate  of  this  Colony. 

Respecting  the  erection  of  a  Battery  opposite  to  Kanimicut  I  will 
lay  the  same  before  the  Assembly,  and  endeavour  to  take  the  previous 
Steps  of  Inquiry  of  the  Ground  and  Channel. 

If  upon  the  whole  you  should  judge  it  expedient  that  the  Assembly 
should  be  called  to  sit  Sooner  to  forward  those  Matters,  or  for  other 
Important  Business,  I  will  issue  my  Warrant  for  so  doing. 

I  received  your  Letter  of  the  9th.  of  June  in  due  season,  and  laid 
it  before  the  Assembly47  —  as  to  the  Matter  of  granting  Supplies  to 
the  Crown,  if  any  should  ever  be  requested,  you  and  the  whole  Con¬ 
tinent  may  be  assured,  that  this  Colony  will  never  give  up  their  own 
Right  of  judging  when,  upon  what  Occasions,  and  how  much  they 
will  give  and  grant,  until  they  make  a  full  Surrendry  of  every  other 
Right  of  their  Persons  and  Things  into  the  Hands  of  absolute  Masters. 

Your  Assurance  of  Unanimity  in  the  Congress  in  the  Measures  of 
Defence  gives  us  great  Pleasure  and  Firmness.  By  this  Strong  Cement 
we  hope  the  Colonies  will  be  so  intimately  incorporated  as  to  become 
(by  the  Blessing  of  God)  impregnable. 

Our  Assembly  have  appointed  thursday  the  20  Day  of  July  next 
to  be  observed  as  a  Day  of  Fasting  and  Prayer  throughout  this  Colony, 
and  that  a  Proclamation  be  issued  accordingly. 

Our  Alliance  and  Confederation  with  the  united  Colonies  forbid 
a  separate  treating  with  the  Administration  of  Great-Britain ;  and 
should  any  Thing  of  that  Kind  be  proposed,  which  might  in  the  least 
affect  the  other  Colonies,  or  weaken  the  Covenant  Chain,  we  shall 
utterly  reject  it. 

The  companies  in  this  Colony  were  nearly  compleated ;  and  Hav- 
ock  and  Devastation  attempted  to  be  most  furiously  made  about 
Boston,  were  such  exigences,  that  all  those  who  remained  behind 
have  moved  forwards  towards  the  Camps. 

47This  letter  apparently  urged  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly  to  ignore 
or  reject  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  February  20,  1775,  commit¬ 
ting  the  House  not  to  impose  a  tax  on  colonies  that  would  contribute  by  vote  of 
their  own  legislatures  “their  proportion”  to  the  common  defence  and  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  colonial  civil  government.  See  Journals  II,  61-63,  giving  the  resolution 
and  the  action  of  Congress  (May  26,  1775)  relating  to  it. 
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The  Secretary  has  engaged  to  send  by  this  Conveyance  all  the  Acts 
of  the  last  Session  of  a  general  Nature.  The  Accounts  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Safety  are  not  yet  in  Readiness  to  be  sent  to  the  Congress, 
but  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  from  their  Nature  they  can  be  got  ready. 

Mr.  Hancock’s  Letter,  dated  June  1 0,48  with  its  inclosed  Recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  Congress,  came  duly  to  Hand.  Agreeable  to  the 
Request  therein  I  have  sent  away  to  the  Army  all  the  Powder  that 
could  be  spared  from  this  Colony  being  about  a  Ton,  and  am  collect¬ 
ing  the  Materials  mentioned  in  the  said  Recommendations  (which  it 
is  feared  will  be  very  small)  in  order  to  forward  them  to  New-York. 

I  cannot  at  this  Time  send  an  Estimate  of  the  Powder,  Arms  &c  in 
this  Colony;  but  by  a  rough  Calculation  I  judge  there  are  about  Two 
Tons  and  a  Quarter  of  Powder. 

The  Men  of  War  in  Newport  take  every  Thing  they  can  get.  An 
armed  Sloop49  and  Packet  belonging  to  this  Town  went  down  the 
Bay  and  retook,  after  a  small  Engagement  in  sight  of  the  Ships  of 
War,  Thomas  Lindsey’s  Packet,  who  had  been  turned  into  a  Cruiser. 

Doubtless  before  the  Arrival  of  this,  you  will  hear  from  Head 
Quarters  of  the  Engagement  upon  Bunkers  Hill  in  Charlestown,  and 
the  burning  of  that  Town,  with  more  Precision  than  the  Hurry  and 
Confusion  of  things  would  permit  me  to  give  it  to  you.  You  may 
depend  upon  the  utmost  firmness  and  Resolution  of  this  People ;  and 
that  their  Courage  and  Animation  rises  in  Proportion  to  the  Insults 
and  Abuses  offered  to  them.  I  am,  Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient, 
and  Most  humble  Servant, 

N.  C. 

Rought  draught  of  a  Letter  to  Hon.  Step.  Hopkins  and  Sam  Ward — 
Hon.  Step.  Hopkins  &  Sam.  Ward  Esq.rs 

*  *  * 

Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Copy  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  22. d  June  1775 

My  dear  Bro.r 

Yesterday  the  famous  M.r  Jefferson  a  Delegate  from  Virginia  in 
the  Room  of  Mr  Randolph50  arrived.  I  have  not  been  in  Company 

48Burnett,  Letters,  I,  120. 

49George  L.  Miner,  “John  Brown’s  Katy ,”  R.  I.  History,  (July  1943),  II,  76. 

SOPeyton  Randolph,  leading  delegate  from  Virginia  and  President  of  the  Second 
Continental  Congress,  had  returned  to  Virginia  in  order  to  attend  a  critical  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  of  which  he  was  Speaker. 
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with  him  yet;  he  looks  like  a  very  sensible,  spirited  fine  Fellow  and  by 
the  Pamphlet51  which  he  wrote  last  Summer  he  certainly  is  one. 

I  have  had  the  Pleasure  of  a  Letter  from  you  every  Week  save 
this  since  I  have  been  here.  I  beg  of  you  not  to  omit  writing  by  every 
Post.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  was  done  at  the  last  assembly, 
and  the  Situation  of  the  Colony  in  every  Respect;  what  became  of 
my  Letters  to  you,  I  cannot  imagine,  I  have  wrote  you  three  before 
this  and  have  received  no  Acknowledgement  of  any  one  of  them. 
We  wrote  twice  to  the  Dep.y  Gov.r  and  have  rec.d  no  answers;  I  have 
wrote  to  him  again  and  for  want  of  time  to  write  to  you  fully,  refer 
you  to  that  Letter  for  all  the  News  from  the  Congress. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  ill  but  a  few  days,  and  is  bravely  now,  but  M.rs 
Hopkins  was  unwell  on  Tuesday,  and  yesterday  kept  her  chamber  all 
day  and  he  was  obliged  to  stay  at  home  with  her;  I  have  not  seen 
either  of  them  this  morning. 

Dr.  Young52  had  inoculated  all  his  family  when  I  came  into  the 
City  [so]  that  I  have  seen  but  very  little  of  him;  he  is  getting  into 
Business  fast. 

The  general  Estimate,  Imports  and  etc  which  I  wrote  for  will  be 
unnecessary  now,  as  it  is  agreed  to  make  a  proportion  according  to 
the  number  of  People  but  the  Act  for  raising  our  Men,  Copies  of 
Letters  from  the  Provincial  Congress  requesting  us  to  raise  them  and 
the  accts  of  the  Corn6  of  War  I  still  want. 

A  resolution  was  passed  this  Week  desiring  that  Conn.1  would  send 
what  Forces  they  have  (not  already  employed)  to  Boston  as  soon  as 
possible  and  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire  to  send  all  they  have 
raised  also  there;  by  the  best  accts  something  of  consequence  must 
soon  be  done  there;  should  We  receive  a  check,  all  your  Firmness 
will  be  necessary  to  keep  up  the  Spirits  of  the  Colony  and  I  doubt  not 
but  you  will  exert  every  Nerve  to  do  it;  in  no  case  whatever  can  sub¬ 
mission  be  thought  of,  for  Slavery  is  worse  than  all  the  calamities  of 
War  and  Death  in  any  Shape  whatever;  what  innumerable  Losses 
and  Distresses  the  Dutch  suffered  for  Years.  Their  Firmness  at  length 
prevailed  over  all  opposition;  the  same  Resolution  will  certainly 
deliver  us. 

S1T  Summary  View  of  the  Rights  of  British  America  (1774). 

52Dr.  Thomas  Young,  a  physician  and  patriot  leader  of  Boston.  He  set  up 
practice  for  a  few  months  in  Newport  after  leaving  Boston  in  the  summer  of  1774 
and  before  proceeding  to  Philadelphia  in  April  1775. 
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Present  my  Compliments  to  M.r  Treasurer,  [Joseph  Clarke]  Mr. 
Greene  and  other  Friends  and  ever  remember  me  as 

Your  Very  Affec.  Brother 
Sam  Ward 

23. d  Since  writing  the  above  we  have  an  imperfect  ace.1  that  our 
army  has  rec.d  a  check  at  Bunker’s  Hill,53  if  it  be  so,  and  should  prove 
so  considerable  one  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  raise  new  Levies,  your 
most  strenuous  Efforts  for  that  Purpose  I  dare  say  will  not  be  wanting 
and  I  hope  may  prove  successful. 

The  Congress  came  to  a  resolution  after  the  appointment  of  the 
Generalissimo54  that  they  would  stand  by  him  with  their  Lives  and 
Fortunes;  to  retreat  will  be  certain  Destruction  and  tho  the  Road 
through  which  we  are  to  march  is  rugged;  a  fixed  Resolution  will 
surmount  all  Difficulties  and  land  us  in  the  beautiful  safe  and  happy 
Regions  of  Liberty. 

To  Henry  Ward  Esquire  at  Providence  R.  I. 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Samuel,  Jr. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  23.rd  June  1775 

My  dear  Son 

This  is  the  first  Time  that  I  ever  wrote  to  a  Person  whom  I  did  not 
know  whether  to  consider  as  one  of  this  world  or  of  the  next;  if 
Heaven  has  spared  You,  devote  your  Life  to  the  Service  of  God  and 
your  Country;  if  You  are  wounded  or  a  Prisoner  let  the  Satisfaction 
that  You  are  engaged  in  the  Cause  of  God  and  Man  support  You; 
if  neither  let  your  Heart  overflow  with  Gratitude  to  the  great  Pre¬ 
server  of  Men;  if  You  have  been  successful  Humanity  will  direct  the 
most  generous  Treatment  of  our  vanquished  Enemies  at  the  same 
Time  that  Wisdom  directs  the  pushing  the  Victory  to  the  utmost; 
if  You  have  met  with  a  Check,  Let  a  firm  Reliance  in  the  Justice  of 
your  Cause  and  the  divine  Protection  give  fresh  Vigour,  rouse  every 
generous  Sentiment  in  the  Army  as  far  as  your  little  Influence  will 
extend  and  bravely  exert  every  Nerve  in  Defense  of  your  Country: 

53June  17.  The  Americans  were  driven  from  the  field;  but  the  British  casualties 
far  exceeded  the  American. 

54Congress  elected  Washington  Commander-in-Chief  on  June  15;  Journals, 
11,91. 
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We  have  immense  Resources  and  nothing  will  be  wanting  to  make 
you  soon  superior  to  your  Enemies. 

Major  Mifflin55  Who  does  Me  the  Favor  to  deliver  You  this  is 
worthy  of  the  greatest  Regard  as  a  Friend  to  his  Country;  I  am  afraid 
the  common  Cause  here  will  suffer  much  by  his  Absence,  for  he  is 
almost  the  Soul  of  the  City. 

May  God  of  his  infinite  Mercy  preserve  You  all, 

Your  very  affec.e  Father 
Sam  Ward 

P.  S.  Time  admits  no  more. 

The  Congress  has  chosen  your  Brigadier  Genl.56  as  a  continental 
brigadier  Gen.1  and  as  such  he  is  to  be  commiss.d  You  are  all  to 
recive  continental  Commiss.s  from  the  General, 
superscription:  To 

Cap.1  Samuel  Ward  of  the  Rhode  Island  Forces  near  Boston, 
write  to  Me  freely  and  often. 

*  *  * 

Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  6.th  July  1775 

Dear  Brother 

M.r  Collins57  by  whom  You’l  receive  this,  is  a  Relation  of  our 
Friend  John  Collins  [of  Newport].  He  is  a  Man  of  Fortune  and 
Character  and  most  warmly  attached  to  his  Country  I  therefore 
recommend  him  most  heartily  to  You  and  the  other  Gentlemen  in 
Providence. 

Several  Gentlemen  in  this  City  have  Letters  from  Fondon,  of  about 
the  Middle  of  May;  they  generally  agree  that  all  Petitions,  Remon¬ 
strances,  and  etc  will  be  to  no  Purpose :  The  Congress  however  have 
determined  to  petition  the  King  once  more,  under  this  Idea,  that 
if  it  should  be  rejected,  those  moderate  People  who  now  keep  back 

55Thomas  Mifflin  of  Philadelphia,  a  member  of  Congress  and  Aide-de-Camp  to 
Washington;  later  a  Major-General  in  the  Continental  Army. 

56Nathanael  Greene,  elected  by  the  Continental  Congress  Brigadier-General  in 
the  Continental  service,  June  22;  Journals ,  II,  103.  He  was  only  thirty-two,  by 
far  the  youngest  general  officer  in  the  Continental  Army. 

57Stephen  Collins,  a  prominent  Quaker  merchant  of  Philadelphia.  One  of  the 
earliest  entries  in  John  Adams's  diary  at  the  First  Continental  Congress  (Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1774)  was,  “dined  at  Friend  Collins’s  with  Governor  Hopkins,  Gov¬ 
ernor  Ward,  etc.”  Adams,  Works  of  John  Adams,  II,  357. 
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will,  when  they  find  no  Hopes  but  in  the  Success  of  a  War,  most 
heartily  unite  with  Us  in  prosecuting  it  effec[tu]ally;58  another  Ad¬ 
dress  to  the  People  of  England  [torn]  also  determined  upon;  it  is 
proposed  to  send  the  [Petition]  by  M.r  Rich.d  Penn,59  the  late  Gov.r 
of  this  Province,  who  sails  the  latter  End  of  this  Week;  this  Gent."  is 
a  sincere  Friend  to  his  Country,  a  Man  of  good  Sense  and  Firmness, 
and  determined  to  speak  with  the  same  Freedom  at  home  which  he 
uses  here. 

You  will  see  in  the  Papers  a  Resolution  that  the  fishery  and  re¬ 
straining  Acts60  are  unconstitutional  and  etc ;  many  were  for  stoping 
Trade  20. th  July  entirely  but  it  was  said  that  as  the  Merch.ts  had  made 
Contracts  and  ordered  their  Affairs  so  as  to  carry  on  Trade  to  the 
10.th  Sep.r  it  would  be  a  greater  Damage  to  this  Country  to  stop 
Trade  immediately  than  to  G.  Britain;  upon  this  Principle  the  Reso¬ 
lution  was  so  formed  that  those  who  chuse  to  continued  in  Trade  to 
the  10. th  Sep.r  may  do  it. 

The  Loss  sustained  by  our  Troops  at  Charleston61  is  not  so  great  as 
We  at  first  apprehended;  I  was  afraid  when  I  wrote  They  had  re¬ 
ceived  an  entire  Defeat  and  thank  God  it  is  not  so :  I  find  however 
by  the  Dep.y  Gov.rs  Letter  that  the  Colony  is  again  called  upon  for 
men.  I  had  the  Letter  read  in  Congress;  one  of  the  same  Import  from 
Gov.r  Trumbull62  was  read  also.  But  the  Petition  to  the  King  and 
Address  to  the  People  postponed,  the  Consideration  of  them,  but  I 
doubt  not  but  the  Conduct  of  the  Colony  will  be  approved. 

We  flatter  Ourselves  here  that  the  Presence  of  our  new  Generals 
will  establish  good  Order  in  and  give  Vigor  to  the  whole  Army :  some 
Measures  have  been  taken  for  getting  a  Supply  of  Powder,  and  others 
are  in  Contemplation,  and  the  Powder  Mills  are  going  in  Virginia, 
this  Province  and  New.  York;  in  the  first  mentioned  Province  a  Mill 
makes  100  p.r  Week  from  Salt  petre  and  Sulphur  of  their  own  manu- 

58The  Petition,  signed  on  July  8,  by  all  members  of  the  Congress  then  present, 
is  in  Journals ,  II,  158-61.  In  humble  terms,  Congress  again  begged  for  a  redress 
of  grievances. 

59Grandson  of  William  Penn;  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  1771-73. 

60Congress’s  Resolution  of  July  4,  1775,  that  two  recent  acts  of  Parliament 
restraining  colonial  trade  and  the  New  England  fishing  industry  were  “unconsti¬ 
tutional,  oppressive,  and  cruel”  and  that  the  colonial  boycott  of  British  trade 
should  continue  until  these  as  well  as  earlier  acts  complained  of  were  repealed. 
Journals,  II,  125. 

SlBunker  and  Breed’s  Hill,  the  latter  where  the  Americans  actually  entrenched, 
are  on  the  Charlestown  Peninsula. 

62Jonathan  Trumbull  of  Connecticut. 
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facture,  and  it  is  expected  much  larger  Quantities  will  soon  be  made. 

I  have  not  had  the  Pleasure  of  a  Letter  from  You  a  long  Time; 
I  know  you  are  not  very  well  and  are  much  harried  but  if  possible  do 
find  Time  to  write  to  Me  once  a  Week  and  communicate  every  Thing 
which  You  think  may  be  of  Service  to  your  Country  or  agreable  to 

Your  most  affectionate  Brother 
Sam  Ward 

superscription:  To 

Henry  Ward  Esq.r 
in  Providence 


* 


* 


Ward  to  Samuel,  Jr. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  6.th  July  1775 

My  dearest  Son 

As  there  is  a  Post  who  comes  regularly  from  Cambridge  to  this 
City  every  Week  I  shall  expect  You  will  write  to  Me  every  Week  and 
send  Me  the  most  authentic  and  particular  Acc.*  of  the  Army  and 
every  Thing  of  Importance  relative  to  it  that  as  far  as  my  Influence 
reaches  I  may  endeavour  to  serve  the  common  Cause  while  in 
Congress. 

I  see  by  your  Sisters  Letter  that  You  have  been  sick  but  was  better, 
your  Duty  to  Me  your  Country  and  Friends  and  to  a  much  more 
important  Being,  to  your  Creator,  makes  it  necessary  you  should  en¬ 
deavour  by  Prudence  to  preserve  your  Health  that  you  may  be  fit  for 
Service.  You  are  engaged  in  a  good  Cause  and  I  hope  the  divine 
Goodness  and  Wisdom  may  direct  You  to  see  and  do  your  Duty  in  it 
and  may  preserve  You  from  every  evil  more  especially  from  Vice;  if 
You  are  but  virtuous  its  of  but  little  Consequence  what  else  befals 
You;  nothing  is  truly  honorable  but  Virtue  or  dishonorable  but  Vice 
and  to  live  or  die  as  the  Interest  of  our  Country  requires  ought  to  be 
every  Mans  Wish.  Firmness  Prudence  good  Discipline  and  a  proper 
Care  of  the  Men  are  all  necessary. 

Your  General  [Washington]  hath  arrived  before  this  Time  and  I 
hope  established  Discipline  and  good  Order  in  the  Camps  before 
now;  I  did  not  mention  your  Name  to  him  but  shall  do  it  in  a  Letter 
soon.  He  is  worthy  of  every  Regard  in  the  Power  of  his  Country  to 
shew  him. 
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A  Vessel  hath  just  arrived  which  left  London  24. th  May,  the  Lex¬ 
ington  affair  had  not  got  home  then;  by  all  the  Letters  which  I  have 
seen  there  is  no  other  Hopes  but  in  a  successful  War.  I  hope  the 
Army  will  unanimously  consider  that  the  Cause  they  are  engaged  to 
defend  is  the  greatest  and  best  that  ever  Arms  were  taken  up  for  and 
fully  answer  their  Country’s  just  Expectations. 

The  Congress  are  taking  Measures  for  the  Support  of  the  Army, 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Colonies  besides  which  nothing  proper  for  the 
common  Good  will  be  omitted  I  hope. 

Mr.  Collins  by  whom  You  will  receive  this  is  a  Man  of  Fortune 
and  Character  and  a  sincere  Friend  to  his  Country.  I  therefore  rec- 
ommend  him  to  all  our  officers  and  to  You  particularly;  he  has  been 
very  obliging  to  Me. 

You  will  soon  have  some  Companies  of  rifle  Men  from  here;63  they 
are  already  on  their  March  and  this  Day  a  German  dressed  in  his 
hussar  Uniform  offered  his  Service  to  some  of  the  Congress  and  said 
he  could  get  50  more  in  three  Weeks;  his  Arms  were  a  short  Carbine 
as  horsemen  usually  carry  a  p.r  of  pistols  and  a  broad  sword.  I  believe 
he  will  be  countenanced.6321 

Give  my  affectionate  Regards  to  the  General,  to  the  field  officers 
and  such  others  as  you  think  proper.  I  should  be  glad  of  Letters  from 
them  for  at  this  Distance  and  this  important  Crisis  every  Word  from 
our  Friends  is  valuable.  May  Heaven  make  my  Son  useful  to  his 
distressed  Country  and  long  preserve  him  an  Honor  and  Support 

t0  ker*  Your  very  affectionate  Father 

Sam  Ward 

superscription :  To  Cap.1  Samuel  Ward  Jun.r  of  the 

Rhodeisland  Forces  near  Boston 
■*  *  * 

Ward  to  his  daughter  Mary. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  6.th  July  1775 

My  dear  Polly 

Your  Letter  of  28.th  of  last  Month  gives  Me  a  satisfactory  Reason 
for  your  not  writing  sooner  and  as  the  Post  comes  regularly  I  hope 
you’l  write  by  every  Mail. 

63From  western  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia.  They  arrived  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  in  late  July  and  early  August.  For  details:  Allen  French,  The  First  Year 
of  the  American  Revolution  (1934),  466-70,  hereafter  cited  as  French,  First  Year. 

63aCongress  decided  not  to  employ  a  corps  of  hussars.  Journals ,  II,  238. 


61 


Correspondence  1 ,  May  26,  1775-Aug.  31 ,  1775 

I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  Ace.1  which  You  give  Me  of  the 
State  of  the  Family  and  Business  and  have  no  Doubt  but  You  will 
do  every  thing  in  your  Power  for  the  common  Interest;  I  am  amazed 
at  M.r  Freebody’s64  refusing  the  Bills  at  par;65  surely  it  cannot  be  so; 
you  must  mistake  him.  The  Man  that  will  not  at  this  Time  do  all  in 
his  Power  to  support  the  Credit  of  the  Government  surely  cannot  be 
a  Friend  to  it.  Your  Brothers  Letter  was  from  [East]  Greenwich ; 
I  have  wrote  to  him  several  Times  at  the  Camp  and  expect  a  Letter 
to  Morrow  as  a  Post  comes  directly  from  thence  weekly  through  the 
Country.  I  am  concerned  for  his  Health  but  doubt  not  but  supreme 
Ruler  of  the  Universe  will  enable  to  do  what  Service  it  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  he  should  do;  I  hope  and  devoutly  pray  he  may  be  preserved 
from  Vice  and  then  whether  I  hear  he  is  victorious  or  hath  fell  glori¬ 
ously  in  the  Cause  of  God  and  Man  will  be  very  acceptable:  as  to 
his  behaving  unworthely  as  a  Soldier  I  must  confess  I  have  no  Fears 
of  it;  if  I  can  get  Time  I  shall  write  to  him  by  this  Opportunity. 
M.r  Collins  by  whom  You  will  receive  this  is  a  Gentleman  of  Fortune 
and  Character  a  warm  Friend  to  his  Country.  He  hath  been  very 
obliging  to  Me.  You’l  will  treat  him  with  the  utmost  Regard;  if  You 
have  a  horse  fit  for  him  to  ride  to  Newport  or  Boston  let  him  have  one 
by  all  Means. 

Let  our  Folks  be  careful  to  cut  the  Wheat  in  season,  dry  it  well  and 
then  house  it;  they  should  see  beforehand  that  they  have  both  Carts 
well  fittefd]  with  Ladders  and  good  cart  Ropes  that  they  may  not 
waste  any  in  carting  it  from  the  other  Farm. 

I  promised  Myself  the  Pleasure  of  a  Letter  from  Debby ;  surely  she 
that  can  talk  with  so  much  Ease  can  write  well,  a  proper  Regard  for 
a  kind  Parent,  a  tolerable  Ace.*  of  the  Family  and  the  Situation  of  her 
own  Mind  and  of  such  Occurrences  as  she  thinks  worth  Notice  are  all 
that  a  Letter  ought  to  contain  and  all  these  she  is  well  capable  of 
describing  —  The  dear  little  Boys  might  write  a  short  Letter  each 
which  would  be  very  agreable;  Betsy  can’t  write  for  which  I  am  very 
sorry  and  if  I  live  to  return  will  try  to  teach  her  soon;  I  hope  They 
all  will  behave  well,  be  industrous  sober  decent  and  remember  the 
Sabbath  to  keep  it  holy.  I  hope  they  will  take  every  Opportunity  to 

64Not  definitely  identified;  probably  either  Samuel  (Polly’s  uncle)  or  Thomas 
Freebody. 

65The  paper  money  issued  by  the  Continental  Congress.  One  of  the  earliest 
references  I  have  seen  to  such  a  refusal,  which  must  have  been  particularly  dis¬ 
tressing  to  Ward  because  of  the  Ward-Freebody  family  connection. 
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improve  their  Minds.  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  your  good  Aunts  for 
their  kind  offer  relative  to  Betsy.  I  hope  she  is  at  home,  I  wish  her  a 
good  deal  under  their  Care. 

You  have  much  Care  upon  You;  there  is  Need  of  great  Prudence 
and  Virtue  in  you  all  and  I  hope  the  eternal  Fountain  [of]  Wisdom 
and  Goodness  will  supply  You  all  with  every  Virtue;  to  his  all  gra¬ 
cious  Protection  I  commit  my  dear  Children. 

Your  dear  Sister  [Catharine]  Greene  gave  Me  the  Pleasure  of  a 
Letter  which  I  should  gladly  answer  now  but  am  too  much  fatigued 
having  been  in  Congress  until  more  than  half  after  four  but  will  write 
her  soon;  why  does  my  dear  Nancy  refuse  her  Father  the  Pleasure  of 
a  Letter;  may  every  Blessing  attend  her. 

Give  my  kind  Regards  to  all  the  Family  and  any  of  my  particular 
Friends;  always  remember  your  dear  Aunts  and  particularly  your 
Aunt  Hannah;  once  more  My  dearest,  Adieu  Sam  Ward 

superscription:  To  Miss  Polly  Ward 
In  Westerly 

Recd  and  forwarded  by  your  Humble  Serv*  Simon  Rhodes 

*  *  * 


Gen.  Greene  to  Ward. 

Original  in  William  L.  Clements  Library,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Roxbury  July  14th  1775 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  18  &  19th  of  June  and  kindly  thank  you 
for  the  favorable  sentiments  you  express  for  me  —  But  I  consider 
myself  more  indebted  for  your  good  Opinion  to  your  prejudices  in 
my  favor  than  to  any  real  merit  that  I  possess  —  however  I  hope  not 
to  betray  a  good  cause  by  an  unworthy  conduct  —  As  the  Govern¬ 
ment  has  honored  me  with  the  command  of  their  Troops  I  shall  be 
guilty  of  ingratitude  not  to  attempt  to  deserve  it  —  how  far  I  have 
and  shall  succeed  I  leave  to  the  voice  of  the  impartial  Publick  at  the 
close  of  the  Campaign  —  This  you  may  be  assur’d  off  that  my  best 
endeavors  shall  not  be  wanting  to  promote  so  Righteous  a  cause,  I  can 
only  lament  that  my  abilities  to  plan  are  not  propotionable  to  my 
wishes  to  execute. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington  has  arrivd  amongst  us,  Uni¬ 
versally  admird.  Joy  was  visable  in  every  countenance,  and  it  seem’d 
as  if  the  spirit  of  conquest  breathed  through  the  whole  Army  —  1 
hope  we  shall  be  taught  to  copy  his  example  and  to  prefer  the  Love  of 
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Liberty,  in  this  time  of  publick  danger  to  all  the  soft  pleasures  of 
domestic  Life  —  and  support  ourselves  with  manly  fortitude  amidst 
all  the  dangers  and  hardships  that  attend  a  state  of  war  —  And  I 
doubt  not  under  the  Generals  wise  direction  we  shall  establish  such 
excellent  order  and  strickness  of  Dicipline  as  to  invite  Victory  to 
attend  him  where  ever  he  goes  — • 

W e  are  Soldiers  who  devote  ourselves  to  Arms  not  for  the  invasion 
of  other  Countries  but  for  the  defence  of  our  own,  not  for  the  grati¬ 
fication  of  our  own  private  Interest,  but  for  the  Publick  security  — 
Nevertheless  they  that  assumes  this  Character  and  possesses  a  happy 
Genius,  accompanyed  with  a  prudent  conduct  and  fortune  smiles  on 
their  endeavors,  they  have  an  Opportunity  of  traveling  the  shortest 
Road  to  the  greatest  heights  of  Ambition  &  may  the  deserving  Obtain 
what  their  merit  entitles  them  to  — 

I  am  informed  by  his  Excellency  that  the  Idea  of  Colony  Troops 
is  to  be  abolisht,  and  that  the  whole  Army  is  to  be  formed  into  Brigades 
and  the  Generals  to  be  Appointed  by  the  Congress.  If  I  am  con¬ 
tinued  I  shall  chearfully  serve,  if  not  I  shall  patiently  submit  —  I 
wish  that  good  and  Able  men  may  be  the  Objects  of  the  Continental 
Choice  rather  than  subjects  of  particular  Interests. 

I  shall  say  nothing  about  the  state  of  things  round  about  Boston, 
as  you  will  have  a  more  regular  and  authentick  Account  from  his 
Excellency  General  Washington  than  I  can  give  you  —  Your  Son 
Sammy  behaves  himself  exceeding  well  and  is  in  good  health,  but  the 
Regiment  to  which  he  belongs  is  not  with  the  [Greene’s]  Brigade, 
being  order’d  some  few  Days  past  over  to  Cambridge  —  Brother 
Christopher  &  his  Lady  is  down  here  and  are  gone  to  Cambridge 
to  day  —  Nancy  is  at  Potowomut  and  is  much  better  in  health  then 
she  has  been  —  Charles66  is  in  the  Army  &  belongs  to  the  Train  of 
Artillery  and  has  conducted  himself  very  prudently  since  he  joind 
the  Army  — 

I  am  informd  that  some  of  the  Conecticut  Generals  are  disgusted 
at  the  Appointments  of  the  General  Officers  by  the  Congress.67  I 

66\Vard’s  oldest  son,  concerning  whom  we  have  little  information.  Ward  left 
him  only  fifty  dollars  in  his  will  executed  in  August,  1774.  After  learning  Charles 
was  in  the  army,  Ward  repeatedly  assured  Samuel  Jr.  he  would  write  Charles, 
but  he  had  not  done  so  by  the  following  January  2,  as  appears  from  a  letter  of 
that  date  below. 

67Israel  Putnam,  junior  Brigadier-General  in  the  Connecticut  Army  of  Ob¬ 
servation,  was  appointed  a  Major-General  in  the  Continental  service,  while  his 
seniors,  David  Wooster  and  Joseph  Spencer,  were  given  the  lower  rank  of  Con¬ 
tinental  Brigadier-General. 
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should  be  extreme  sorry  for  any  Sizms  that  may  creep  in  through  the 
Posts  of  honnor  from  real  or  immaginary  degradation. 

Our  Troops  are  Generally  healthy  and  under  pretty  good  dicipline 
for  the  time  —  without  doubt  youl  have  a  particular  state  of  all  the 
Forces  —  General  Lee68  gives  them  high  encomiums  —  and  I  flatter 
my  self  they  comparitively  deserve  it  — 

I  have  not  time  to  write  any  farther  being  called  of  to  attend  Busi¬ 
ness,  haveing  this  Opportunity  of  writing  by  M.r  Morgan  a  Gentle¬ 
man  belonging  to  Philadelphia  —  Tho  it  was  short  I  could  not  deny 
myself  the  pleasure  of  acknowledging  your  favor  —  I  must  trust  to 
your  generosity  to  excuse  the  incorrectness  of  this  Letter  as  I  have  not 
time  to  correct  and  Copy  it  —  My  best  Respects  to  Governor  Hopkins 
and  all  the  Gentlemen  of  my  acquaintance  belonging  to  the  Con¬ 
gress  —  and  believe  [me]  to  be  your  most  Obedient  humble  servant 

Nathanael  Greene 

PS  I  shall  write  you  every  Opportunity. 

*  *  * 

Gov.  Cooke  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

American  Antiquarian  Society  “ Proceedings ”  N.  S.,  XXXVI,  256-8. 

Providence  July  the  18,  1775 

Gentlemen 

Since  my  last  of  the  10  instant  I  have  none  of  yours  before  me. 
I  have  nothing  very  meterial  to  communicate  to  you  at  present;  afairs 
in  this  coloney  Remain  much  as  when  I  Rote  last;  we  have  three  men 
of  War  and  one  packet  that  are  constantly  aRobing  and  plundering 
allmost  all  the  Vessels  that  comes  in  Especially  those  that  belong  to 
providence;  none  Escape  that  they  can  get  in  their  power  and  they 
have  So  Strong  a  party  in  their  favour  in  the  town  of  Newport  that 
nothing  can  be  said  or  done  in  the  coloney  but  they  have  immediate 
intilligence  of  it;  our  Wanton  appears  Very  open  now  in  oposition 
to  the  american  measures  and  has  Cpt  Wallace69  often  at  his  house 
to  dine  &c ;  there  is  severall  of  the  true  friends  to  the  cuntry  amoveing 
out  of  Newport;  I  Expect  the  toreys  will  have  the  Rule  there  Soon. 

68Charles  Lee,  a  retired  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  British  army,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  second  Major-General  in  the  Continental  service,  junior  only  to  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Major-General  Artemas  Ward  of  Massachusetts. 

69Governor  Joseph  Wanton  of  Rhode  Island  and  Captain  James  Wallace,  com¬ 
mander  of  the  H.M.S.  frigate  Rose. 
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I  Received  a  letter  from  Generali  Greene  a  Sabbath  Day  which  in¬ 
formed  me  they  Expected  a  general  Battle  this  weeke.  I  suppose  for 
this  Reason  that  General  Gage/0  had  collected  all  the  Strength  that 
he  Expected  Soon  and  they  were  beginning  to  grow  Sickly  for  want 
of  fresh  provisions’  and  vegitables  &c  and  our  people  were  Strength¬ 
ening  them  selves’  Every  day  by  fresh  Recrutes’  and  intrenchments  &c 
and  it  was  Expected  they  would  make  a  bold  push  to  indevour  if 
possable  to  break  through  to  Rout  our  armey;  they  are  brought  to 
great  Straits  within  the  town ;  their  Salt  provisions  bad  and  little  or 
nothing  fresh  to  be  had  that  it  seems  as  if  they  are  brought  to  the 
nesesety  to  force  there  way  through  or  perrish’  in  the  attempt;  our 
people  mad  a  bold  push  last  week  and  got  what  cattle  and  sheep  and 
hogs  they  had  left  on  long  Island  which  I  believe  was  the  last  they 
had  upon  any  of  the  Islands  in  the  [Boston]  harber;  two  or  three 
gentlemen  from  putnam’s  [General  Putnam’s]  intrenchment  last 
week  were  down  Vewing  the  works  &c  who  discovered  two  or  three 
officers  from  the  in  campment  on  Bunkers  hill.  Each  party  edged 
toward  the  other  till  they  got  So  near  as  to  talk  togather;  then  they 
laid  down  their  swords  and  walked  up  to  gather;  the  gentlemen  that 
were  officers  in  the  Reguler  army  seemd  to  lament  much  the  unhappy 
contest  and  asked  the  other  if  there  was’  no  way  that  could  be  hit 
upon  to  Settle  matters  and  asked  if  the  congress  was  now  Seting  and 
if  they  could  not  find  out  some  means  for  a  Sesation  of  hostiletyes; 
they  made  no  dout  if  taxation  was  all  we  were  contending  for  it  would 
be  given  up;  these  gentlemen  further  informed  that  they  came  from 
Irland  this  Spring,  got  in  the  day  before  the  battle  of  bunkers  hill 
and  went  Right  into  that  battle  and  seemed  much  to  lament  the  un¬ 
happy  division  of  the  Nation;  there  was  a  gentleman  in  town  last 
Evening  from  Conecticut  who  informd  that  Governor  trumbul  had 
Received  advice  by  Express  from  cannedy  that  Generali  Carlton'1 
had  siezed  all  there  provisions’  for  the  King,  and  that  the  cuntry 
people  were  so  Exasperated  that  they  had  sent  an  Express  of  for 
asistance  and  were  determined  to  joyne  the  americans  and  take  pos¬ 
session  of  the  cuntry  if  we  would  assist  them;72  he  further  informed 

70Lieutenant-General  Thomas  Gage,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  British  forces 
in  North  America  and  royal  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

71Brigadier-General  Guy  Carleton,  royal  Governor  of  the  province  of  Quebec. 

72A  less  optimistic,  and,  in  the  event,  more  accurate  analysis  of  the  attitude  of 
the  Canadians  is  in  Schuyler  to  Washington,  September  20,  1775.  Jared  Sparks, 
Correspondence  of  the  American  Revolution  .  .  .  (1853),  I,  41,  hereafter  cited  as 
Sparks,  Correspondence. 
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that  Governor  Carlton  had  taken  great  pains  to  set  the  indians’  upon 
us  and  would  have  4  or  500  of  them  Round  him  at  atime;  when  they 
were  drunck  they  would  Sing  the  W ar  Song  and  take  up  the  hatchet 
but  as  soon  as  they  got  Sober  again  they  would  Run  of  home  and  did 
not  caire  to  go  to  war.  Mr.  Ward'3  is  gone  down  to  the  camp  he 
Expects  to  be  gone  all  this  weeke. 

I  am  Gentlemen 

your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant 

Nicholas  Cooke 

one  deteachment  of  our  new  Raised 
Troops  Sets  of  for  the  camp  this  day. 

*  *  * 

Gov.  Cooke  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Mss.,  XVI,  137. 

Providence  July  25th  1775 

Gentlemen. 

I  wrote  you  by  the  last  Post.  Since  which  I  have  received  Nothing 
from  you.  M.r  [Henry]  Ward  had  a  Letter  by  the  last  Post  which 
made  no  mention  of  one  to  me;  but  none  is  yet  come  to  Hand.  I 
should  be  glad  to  be  informed  by  whom  it  was  forwarded. 

I  have  nothing  material  from  the  Camp  since  my  last.  We  have 
Persons  from  thence  almost  every  Day,  and  I  learn  by  all  of  them 
that  our  Intrenchments  are  so  strong  that  it  seems  almost  impossible 
they  should  be  forced.  Capt.  Wallace  in  One  of  his  mad  Fits  last 
Week  drew  up  all  three  of  the  Men  of  War  before  the  Town  of 
Newport  and  swore  with  the  most  bitter  Imprecations  that  he  would 
bum  it.  He  fired  several  Guns  over  the  Town  which  put  the  People, 
the  Tories  as  well  as  the  Whigs,  into  the  most  terrible  Consternation. 
I  hear  that  Two  Women  have  since  lost  their  Lives  in  Consequence 
of  the  Fright. 

I  have  often  called  upon  the  Committee  of  Safety74  to  get  out  their 
Accounts  to  forward  to  you :  And  they  as  often  tell  me  that  they  have 
employed  so  many  People  in  different  Branches  of  Business,  and  are 

73Ward’s  brother  Henry,  Secretary  of  Rhode  Island. 

74William  Richmond  of  Newport  county;  John  Smith  and  Daniel  Tillinghast 
of  Providence;  John  Northrup  of  Kings;  William  Bradford  of  Bristol  and  Jacob 
Greene  of  Kent  —  the  Committee  having  general  charge  of  military  affairs  for 
Rhode  Island.  R.  I.  Records,  VII,  322. 
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making  new  Contracts  daily  for  the  Supply  of  the  Army  in  Camp, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  tolerable  State  of  their  Accounts 
while  they  are  in  the  midst  of  their  Work.  They  can  send  a  rough 
Sketch  of  what  they  have  paid  out,  or  they  can  send  you  a  pretty  exact 
Account  of  the  Cost  of  getting  away  one  Company;  If  that  will  be 
of  any  Service.  The  Two  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  in  this  Town 
are  now  gone  to  the  Camp  to  pay  off  some  of  the  Soldiers.  The  Secre¬ 
tary  informs  me  that  he  hath  sent  you  all  the  Papers  you  have  written 
for,  besides  others  that  he  thought  might  be  serviceable.  I  have  sent 
to  Newport  for  a  Copy  of  the  Association  entered  into  there  and  of 
the  Names  of  the  Subscribers  but  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  it./S 
If  I  do  shall  forward  it  by  the  First  Opportunity. 

The  General  Assembly  stands  adjourned  until  the  Third  Monday 
in  next  Month,  when  you  will  have  an  Opportunity  of  applying  for 
Advice  and  Direction;  and  to  whom  you  will  please  to  give  a  par¬ 
ticular  Account  of  every  Thing  material. 

I  am  with  great  Regard, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient 
humble  Servant 

Nich.s  Cooke 

Honble  S.  Hopkins  &  S.  Ward  Esqrs 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Samuel,  Jr. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  29.th  July  1775 

My  dear  Son 

I  was  wholly  at  a  Loss  to  account  for  your  not  having  wrote  to  Me 
but  disposed  to  believe  th  [at]  there  was  some  Cause  tho  unknown  to 
Me.  I  reserved  my  Censure  until  I  should  receive  proper  Informa¬ 
tion;  your  letters  8.th  and  16.th  ins.1  have  accounted  for  it  tolerably 


75The  “Association”  was  a  paper  (undated)  signed  by  about  a  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Newport  in  which  the  subscribers,  acknowledging 
their  allegiance  to  the  King,  agreed  “to  exert  themselves”  in  the  “Support  of  the 
Civil  Authority,  and  in  keeping  the  Peace  of  the  Town  until  a  Reconciliation 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  can  be  obtained.”  The  paper  was  en¬ 
closed  in  a  letter  of  June  30,  1775,  from  Captain  Wallace  to  Admiral  Graves. 
The  object  of  the  association  was  to  preserve  Newport  from  destruction  by  mobs, 
the  patriot  army,  or  the  British  navy.  The  documents,  including  the  names  of 
the  signers,  are  in  Roelker  and  Collins,  “Patrol,”  R.  I.  History,  VIII,  81-3. 
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well  though  I  think  you  might  have  wrote  sooner  even  by  the  Way 
of  Rhodeisland;  for  the  future  I  shall  expect  a  regular  Correspon¬ 
dence  when  the  Duties  of  the  Camp  will  admit  it. 

Your  Letters  gave  Me  the  greatest  Pleasure;  the  Sense  you  have 
of  the  divine  Protection  and  Goodness  will  I  hope  ever  induce  you  to 
live  in  such  a  Manner  as  not  to  forfeit  it.  I  have  often  thought  that 
the  Hand  of  God  might  be  clearly  seen  in  the  [planting  of  these 
Colonies,  in  preserving  them  in  a  [m]ost  remarkable  Manner  and  that 
the  same  divine  Goodness  [still]  attends  them;  the  Union  of  the 
Colonies,  the  Bravery  and  Ardor  of  the  Troops,  the  extremely  small 
Losses  sustained  considering  the  vast  Dangers  to  which  they  have 
been  exposed,  the  good  Disposition  of  the  Canadians  and  Indians, 
the  most  plentiful  Crops  of  Grain  ever  known,  the  safe  Arrival  of 
large  Quantities  of  Powder  and  the  Discovery  of  all  the  necessary 
materials  amongst  Us  for  supplying  ourselves  for  the  future,  with 
innumerable  other  Blessings,  fully  prove.  May  every  Heart  be  filled 
with  affection  and  Gratitude,  may  We  all  determine  to  live  as  be¬ 
comes  wise  and  good  Men,  May  our  Reliance  upon  the  divine  Pro¬ 
tection  be  immoveable  and  then  We  may  chearfully  follow  whereever 
his  Providence  calls  us. 

Your  Acc.1  of  the  Disposition  of  the  Army,  the  Views  you  have  of 
the  necessary  Means  and  proper  Mode  of  Defense  or  Attack,  the 
particular  Accd  of  the  Killed  and  wounded  and  of  the  state  of  both 
Friends  and  Enemies  in  Boston  were  all  very  acceptable;  every  thing 
of  this  Kind  I  would  wish  to  be  particularly  informed  of  by  every  safe 
Opportunity,  and  that  you  may  not  omit  writing  unnecessarily  you 
had  better  not  wait  for  Post  Day  but  sett  down  and  begin  your  Let¬ 
ters  the  first  leisure  Hours. 

I  have  the  Pleasure  to  acquaint  You  that  [the]  Character  of  the 
Rhode  island  Brigade  stanfds]  high  here,  every  Gentleman  who  has 
been  at  [camp]  speaks  of  them  with  great  Encomiums;  both  of  [fleers] 
and  Men  allowed  to  be  extremely  good,  th  [torn]  fresh  call  upon 
Merit;  some  content  themselves  having  once  gained  a  Character, 
I  abhor  the  [torn]  of  a  Miser  who  the  more  Money  he  gets,  wa[nts] 
the  more ;  but  with  Regard  to  Merit  and  its  true  ( always  immediate 
attendant)  Fame,  I  think  the  [torn]  sition  truly  glorious;  next  to  the 
Pleasures  of  a  [torn]  ness  of  having  well  deserved  is  that  of  the  A 
[torn]  of  the  wise  and  good. 
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I  never  knew  until  a  few  Days  since  tha[t]  [your]  Brother  [Charles] 
was  in  the  Army;  if  he  had  mentioned  his  Intentions  I  would  have 
done  whatever  I  could  [with]  Propriety  to  serve  him ;  give  my  most 
affec.e  Regards  to  him  and  tell  him  to  write  to  Me  particularly  how 
he  is  and  what  and  etc. 

General  W ashington  speaks  very  handsomely  of  the  Army  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  I  doubt  not  will  soon  have  every  thing  in  the  best  Order: 
Col°.  [James]  Warren  the  president  of  the  [Massachusetts]  provincial 
Congress  is  appointed  Paymaster  General  of  the  Army;  every  thing 
which  the  General  has  asked  of  the  Congress  hath  been  chearfully 
done;  you  will  soon  receive  a  fine  supply  of  Powder  and  Cloth  for 
Tents  and  nothing  in  the  Power  of  the  Congress  will  be  wanting  to 
make  the  Army  happy. 

Col°.  Nightingale  and  M.r  Russell76  arrived  in  Town  yesterday 
from  Baltimore  in  Maryland;  the  military  Spirit  and  Ardor  of  that 
Province  they  say  are  vastly  highe  and  they  are  higher  in  Virginia. 

Present  my  most  respectful  Regards  to  Col°.  Varnum,  Col°.  Bab¬ 
cock  and  Maj.r  Greene77  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Regiment  you 
belong  to  and  to  the  officers  of  the  other  Regiments;  also  I  am  My 
dear  Son  Your  most  affec.6  Father 

superscription:  To  Capt.  Samuel  Ward  Jr 

At  or  near 

Cambridge 

*  *  * 

Samuel  Ward,  Jr.,  to  his  brothers  and  sisters. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Charleston.  Prospect  Hill,  Rhode  Island  Camp 

July  30th  1775 

My  dear  little  Flock  of  friends  at  Westerly  —  how  do  You  all  do? 
are  You  in  health  my  Brethern  and  Sistors?  If  you  are,  think  me  not 
unkind  in  reproveing  You  for  not  taking  any  pains  to  let  Me  know  it 
—  if  you  would  only  think  how  uneasy  You  Are  when  you  dont  hear 
from  Me  quite  so  often  as  you  think  You  ought  too — you  will  not 
blame  Me  for  being  very  much  concerned  that  I  have  Rec.d  no  Letters 

76Joseph  Nightingale  Sr.  and  Joseph  or  William  Russell,  prominent  merchants 
of  Providence. 

77Colonel  James  Varnum,  Lieutenant  Colonel  James  Babcock  and  Major 
Christopher  Greene  of  the  regiment  from  King’s  and  Kent  counties,  now  in  the 
Continental  service,  in  which  Samuel,  Jr.,  was  serving. 
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from  you  in  three  or  four  Weeks  —  Need  I  to  tell  you  that  you  grow 
continually  more  dear  to  Me,  the  longer  I  am  Absent  from  you  — 
the  fatigues  of  a  Campaign  tis  true  are  very  much  lessend  by  the 
having  some  Idea  of  the  importance  of  the  Cause,  in  support  of  which 
We  have  All  taken  Up  Arms;  so  far  are  they  lessned  that  I  never  was 
more  free  from  uneasiness  in  my  Life,  but  this  is  All  very  different 
from  that  still  easy  domestic  happiness,  that  we  lately  enjoyed,  —  the 
conversation  and  prattle  of  my  dear  little  worthy  Brothers,  whom  I 
pray  to  God  may  be  all  better  soldiers  than  their  Brother,  (and  do 
pray  Brother  Ray,  Brother  John,  and  Dick,  be  men:  as  you  grow  in 
stature,  do  take  pains  to  be  manly;  remember  that  You  may  all  have 
an  oppertunity  of  standing  forth  to  fight  the  Battles  of  your  Country. 
Should  You  ever  be  called  upon  to  take  the  field,  endeavour  to  grow 
up  into  that  Manliness,  as  you  encrease  in  years,  that  you  may  be 
worthy  the  praises  of  All  Good  Men.  I  have  strayed  away  from  my 
purpose;  I  had  been  thinking  of  you  Polly  and  Debby;  from  the  last 
letter  I  received  from  You  sistor  Polly,  I  was  not  a  little  pleased  to  see 
how  dear  you  and  I  are  to  each  other.  Your  kind  Attention  to  my 
Interest,  Your  prudence  as  the  Mistress  of  the  Family,  and  above  All 
Your  sistorly  concern  for  my  happiness  and  Honour  have  made  Me 
think  as  highly  of  You  for  your  affection,  as  I  always  did  for  Your 
Prudence  and  discretion  —  do  continue  writing  to  Me  —  I  am  a 
foolish  dunce  far  as  I  know,  but  I  think  of  our  evening  dance  very 
Often  my  dear  Debby,  with  inexpressible  pleasure ;  what  I  was  going 
to  say  tho  was  that  I  should  prefer  one  of  your  songs  to  the  Musick  of 
the  fife  and  Drum,  tho  that  makes  me  feel  cleaverly,  so  I  should  to 
the  enchanting  songs  of  the  nightingale.  —  why,  I  have  been  from 
Home  two  months.  —  this  is  the  third  Time  we  have  changed  our 
encampment  —  but  now  I  believe  We  have  taken  up  our  Abode  for 
the  campaign  —  We  are  very  near  the  Enemy  and  I  have  the  pleas¬ 
ure  once  a  week  of  mounting  Guard  where  our  lower  Centries  stand 
within  10  Rods  of  their  Centries  —  that  night  I  was  there,  there  was 
two  Men  taken  —  last  night  the  ryffie  Men  went  down  and  got  be¬ 
yond  their  Centries,  with  the  intention  of  takeing  them  prisoners; 
they  were  discovered  and  fired  upon;  as  soon  as  they  had  taken 
one  fire,  their  Captain  called  to  them  to  blaze  away;  when  they 
fired,  several  of  the  Enemy  were  seen  to  fall,  but  very  unfortu¬ 
nately  they  lost  one  of  their  own  Number;  however  they  took  two 
prisoners,  with  their  Guns  —  If  you  havee  not  sent  my  old  Gun  dont 
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forget  to  send  her  upon  any  Acc1;  send  down  that  new  lock  that  I 
bought  in  Providence,  and  if  it  can  be  done  send  my  Chest  with  the 
Stores  I  mentioned  in  my  last  viz  three  dozen  of  Clarett  or  some  of 
your  Lisbon  and  charge  it  to  me  —  my  cotton  stockings  begin  to  be 
the  worse  for  wear  —  could  not  I  get  two  pair  of  Aunt  [Catharine] 
Greene?  This  afternoon  we  expected  to  have  had  an  engagement. 
We  may  have  one  to  night.  The  Regulars  are  now  landing  in  Charles¬ 
ton  from  Boston;  I  thank  God  We  are  ready  to  meet  them.  We  have 
something  of  the  Camp  distemper  among  Us.  Peleg  sisson  is  much 
unwell  but  getting  better,  bill  driskill  is  not  well,  he  is  about  —  the 
rest  of  my  Comp.y  are  all  nearly  well  —  may  God  preserve  You  All 
in  health;  I  am  amazeingly  hardy,  but  I  drink  Grog’g  freely;  my  Love 
to  my  Aunts,  to  Cousin  Betsy,78  to  all  my  Friends,  to  Tompson79  and 
Greenman80  and  Pegg  —  and  etc.  and  etc.  [torn]  thats  dear  to  Me, 

your  S  Ward  Jr 

Elnathan  Newman  is  very  hearty  and  well. 

superscription:  To  Miss  Polly  Ward  In  Westerly 

favour  of  M.r  Arnold  Clarke 

my  Company  are  fine  fellows.  —  C.  Clarke  and  old  Bond81  and  in¬ 
deed  they  are  Almost  all  of  them  heroes  — 

*  *  * 

Mary  Ward  to  Samuel  Ward,  ]r. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Westerly  August  1  1775 

Dear  Sammy 

I  have  Long  very  Long  waited  an  oppertunity  to  acknowledge  your 
kind  Letter;  in  Debbys  Last  I  find  your  Bless’d  with  the  Continuation 
of  your  Health  which  gives  me  great  pleasure ;  hope  you  do  not  forget 
to  Return  thanks  to  the  great  giver  of  all  good  gifts,  from  whom  all 
our  favors  flow,  tho  we  are  so  unmindful;  you  Say  you  are  Con¬ 
tented,  am  glad  to  hear  it,  as  you  Cant  be  at  home  with  us.  Honor 

78Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  Ward. 

79Probably  Elias  Thompson,  a  neighbor  of  the  Wards. 

80Silas  Greenman  served  as  Westerly  Town  Clerk  for  many  years  before  the 
Revolution. 

81Elnathan  Newman,  C.  [Carey]  Clarke,  and  Bond  [Thomas  Bond?]  are  briefly 
noted  in  James  N.  Arnold,  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island  (1901),  First  Series, 
Volume  XII,  Revolutionary  Rolls,  219,  133,  and  111. 
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and  Glory  which  you  are  almost  Certain  of  in  Such  a  Just  Cause  are 
worthy  to  Call  a  Soldier  to  the  field ;  at  the  Same  time  it  Must  Schock 
his  humanity  to  See  so  Many  Poor  wreches  fall  a  Sacrafice  to  tyranny 
and  oppression,  how  Many  God  only  knows  of  them  Prepar’d  to  Meet 
their  awful  Judge,  but  yet  he  is  Merciful  Slow  to  wrath  and  willing 
to  forgive  the  Repentant  Sinner — You  will  Excuse  My  being  So 
Serious;  I  do  not  Mean  to  Dispirit  you,  I  only  want  you  to  have  a 
proper  Sense  of  your  Situation,  I  do  not  Say  you  have  not,  but  I 
know  your  Company  are  not  the  Gravest  kind  of  People.  I  Cou’d 
wish  they  (your  Officers)  had  been  Bred  in  higher  Life  for  your 
Sake  as  I  know  you  do  not  Like  Low  Company,  I  Do  not  Mean  to 
Say  any  thing  of  them  thats  Disrespectful.  Poor  Mrs  Adams  De¬ 
parted  this  Life  to  day;  this  Must  be  heavy  news  to  the  Ensign82  who 
has  Seven  Small  Children  but  I  Suppose  his  father  Taylor  will  take 
Care  of  them  till  his  Return.  I  Suppos  you  have  heard  before  this, 
young  Joseph  Sheffields  Death,  was  Sick  only  about  ten  days.  Poor 
youth,  you  See  Death  is  not  Confind  to  the  field  of  Battles,  there  has 
been  Several  Deaths  here  besides  these  I  Mention — 
am  Sorry  our  Honord  father  Shou’d  Complain  of  My  Brother  in 
any  way,  tis  not  a  Crime  tho  a  fault  that  you  have  Neglected  to 
write  him;  he  has  Mentioned  it  twice  to  us,  Says  theres  a  Post  rides 
Every  week  from  the  Camps  to  Philadelphia  but  I  fancy  you  was  not 
apris’d  of  it.  Says  he  has  wrote  you  Several  times — 

Oh  Sam  you  Cant  think  how  Lonesome  we  are;  Nancy  nor  Betsy 
have  not  got  home  yet.  Betsy  Ward  is  here  yet,  tho  Harrys  Gone  to 
his  father,83  Friend  Clark84  Calls  upon  us  now  and  then  but  he’ll  be 
Gone  Soon  too — tho  we  Shall  enlarge  our  family  one  I  expect  Soon. 
Lydia  Sanford85  has  Sent  to  know  if  we’ll  take  her  to  Board;  believe 
I  Shall  answer  her  in  the  affirmative.  I  think  in  this  Publick  Calamity 
one  Must  Expect  to  Put  up  with  inconveniences  that  wou’d  not  be 
agreabl  at  another  time.  I  Cou’d  not  have  Daddy  advice,  hope  he 

82The  only  Adams  from  Rhode  Island  listed  as  a  Continental  officer  was  Eben- 
ezer  Adams,  described  as  a  “volunteer”  in  1775  and  as  a  captain  in  1776-77. 
F.  B.  Heitman,  Historical  Register  of  the  Officers  of  the  Continental  Army  (1893), 
58. 

88Betsy  and  Harry  Ward  were  children  of  Samuel’s  brother,  Henry  Ward. 

^Presumably  Ethan  Clarke,  who  with  his  company,  would  soon  be  off  for 
Washington’s  army. 

85Possibly  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Sanford,  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  New¬ 
port.  Two  daughters  of  William  Sanford  of  Newport  married  Thomas  Hutchinson 
and  Andrew  Oliver,  later  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Massachusetts 
respectively. 
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will  not  Dislike  it.  Dont  think  he  will,  I  know  his  Worthy  Heart 
wou’d  Relieve  Every  one  in  Distress  if  he  Cou’d — Do  Not  thnk 
your  Requests  are  forgot  because  not  imediately  Comply’ d  with, 
Cou’d  not  get  Piece  flanel  to  Make  the  Shirt  out,  hope  to  get  that 
and  Every  thing  Else  to  Send  by  Mr  Clark;  Dr  Munroe86  has  Made 
you  a  Present  of  Sammon  and  I  intend  it  Shant  Come  alone.  Mr. 
Clark  has  took  of  the  Chest  and  Likes  it  for  Stores  very  well.  I’ll 
assure  you  he  Makes  no  indifferent  figure  in  his  Regimentals;  you’ll 
See  Some  of  My  handy  work  in  his  Hat.  He  has  Sold  his  Goods  in 
order  that  his  Sister  Shall  have  as  Little  trouble  as  Posible,  with  his 
affairs;  do  My  Dear,  if  you  Can,  Send  your  old  Stockings  and  Such 
things  and  we’ll  foot  them;  they  will  Do  to  wear  with  half  boots  if 
the  Legs  are  hansome  you  know  and  the  feet  whole;  have  got  one 
pr  knit  to  Send ;  well  I  believe  I  Shall  tire  you  with  Reading  so  Much 
without  it  was  Better,  but  one  thing  I  Can  Assure  you  its  from  your 
affectionat  Sister  who  wishes  you  all  Posible  Happiness,  hopes  the 
God  of  Our  fathers  will  Protect  you.  I  am  Polly  W ard 

*  *  * 

Ward  to  Samuel,  ]r. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Providence  1 1th  Aug.st.  1775 

My  dear  Son 

I  have  only  Time  to  acquaint  You  that  by  the  divine  Goodness 
I  am  once  more  returned  to  my  Family  and  Friends87  and  met  with 
a  most  hearty  Wellcome  in  every  Part  of  the  Colony:  Your  Brothers 
and  Sisters  are  all  well  except  Nancy  who  is  much  as  when  you 
left  her. 

Never  having  heard  that  You  had  been  introduced  to  Gen.1 
Washington  I  have  enclosed  You  a  Letter  to  him.88  I  left  it  open 
that  you  may  read  it,  then  seal  and  deliver  it  immediately :  Oh  my 
Son  You  are  very  young  but  I  hope  God  will  inspire  you  with  Virtue 
Wisdom  and  Fortitude.  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  aim  Well.  May 
heaven  prosper  You:  My  Regards  to  Gen.  Greene,  Col°.  Varnum 
and  other  officers  as  you  think  proper.  Your  most  affe.  Father 

Sam  Ward 

^Probably  Dr.  Thomas  Munro,  who  had  served  as  a  surgeon’s  mate  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War. 

87On  August  1,  Congress  “Adjourned  to  the  5  of  Sept,  next.”  Journals  II,  239. 
Ward  set  out  for  home  the  next  day,  arriving  August  8;  Expense  Account  and 
Diary  in  Ward  Papers. 

88Not  found.  It  is  not  among  the  Washington  Papers  at  the  Library  of  Congress. 
For  the  reply,  see  below,  p.  80. 
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Ward  to  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Original  in  the  Du  Simitiere  Collection,  Library  Company  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Ridgway  Library  Branch. 

Providence  12.th  Aug.st  1775 

On  my  Return  I  found  the  People  of  Connecticut  in  Arms  for 
Sixty  Miles;  a  Fleet  of  twelve  Sail  of  Men  of  War  and  Transports 
had  been  at  the  Mouth  of  New  London  Harbor;  an  Attack  was 
expected89  from  them,  but  they  only  went  to  Fishers  Island  and  got 
about  1000  Sheep  and  Lambs  and  30  head  of  indifferent  homed 
Cattle,  the  only  fat  ones  being  brought  off  a  few  Days  before.  The 
Wretch  who  owns  the  Island  had  sold  this  Stock  undoubtedly,90  for 
his  Tenant  had  made  yards  down  by  the  Sea  and  got  his  Sheep  and 
Cattle  ready  for  them  before  they  landed;  the  People  deeply  resent 
his  Behaviour:  The  Fleet  then  stood  for  Gardners  Island  but  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  armed  Men  probably  prevented  their  Landing  for  they  got  no 
Stock  save  at  Fishers  Island:  Wallace  and  Ayscough91  and  Part  of 
this  Fleet  returned  to  Newport  and  again  terrified  the  People  by 
making  every  Preparation  as  if  they  intended  instantly  to  fire  upon 
them:  They  stopped  the  FerryBoats,  strictly  examined  every  Person 
and  took  down  the  Names.  They  had  heard  of  my  Return  and  ex¬ 
pected  I  should  have  gone  to  Newport  and  were  in  Hopes  of  getting 
one  Delegate  into  their  Possession ;  They  took  the  western  Post  Rider 
and  propose  to  send  the  Mail  to  Boston.92  I  hope  no  Letters  of  Con¬ 
sequence  may  be  in  it,93  but  however  that  may  be  this  shews  the  Im¬ 
propriety  of  the  Posts  passing  those  Ferries.  I  wish  the  People  in 

89The  important  influence  of  this  feint  in  immobilizing  Connecticut  troops  that 
Washington  needed  and  was  counting  on  is  discussed  in  my  “Remarks  on  George 
Dudley  Seymour  and  Nathan  Hale;”  News  Letter  of  the  Antiquarian  and  Land¬ 
marks  Society,  Inc.,  of  Connecticut,  (1948),  II,  no.  2,  5-7.  Hale’s  company  was 
among  those  held  up. 

90This  was  probably  unfair  to  the  owner  of  the  island,  John  Winthrop  (1751-80) 
of  New  London  who  was  not  a  Tory,  though  the  tenant  of  the  island  may  have 
been.  Lawrence  Shaw  Mayo,  The  Winthrop  Family  in  America  (1943),  198. 

9iCaptain  James  Ayscough,  commander  of  the  Swan.  The  Royal  Kalendar  for 
1777  (London,  1778),  146,  152. 

92The  Post  Rider  was  Benjamin  Hichborn,  a  young  Boston  lawyer,  who  was 
captured  by  Ayscough  off  Newport.  The  captured  letters  included  one  from 
Benjamin  Harrison,  Virginia  Congressman,  to  Washington  and  one  from  John 
Adams  to  James  Warren,  Speaker  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives. 

93The  capture  of  the  letter  of  Adams  to  Warren  (July  24,  1775)  had  important 
consequences.  The  letter  contained  an  unfair  and  highly  indiscreet  statement 
that  “A  certain  great  Fortune  and  piddling  Genius,”  John  Dickinson,  has  “given 
a  silly  Cast  to  our  whole  Doings.”  Published  by  the  British  in  the  Massachusetts 
Gazette,  it  injured  Adams’  reputation  for  discretion  and  his  influence  in  Congress. 
The  letter  is  in  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  LXXII,  88-89. 
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Warren,  Bristol  and  Newport  all  the  Advantages  of  an  easy  and 
speedy  Communication  but  every  private  View  ought  to  submit  to 
the  general  Good  and  that  in  my  Opinion  absolutely  requires  that 
our  Mails  should  be  untouched  unless  at  the  proper  offices;  By  going 
the  Narragansett  Road  (and  if  a  Man  of  War  should  be  at  New 
london  crossing  the  upper  Ferry)  the  Danger  would  be  avoided  save 
for  the  Newport  Letters  and  those  People  and  their  Correspondents 
should  write  nothing  a  Discovery  of  which  would  injure  their  Coun¬ 
try.  The  principal  Gentlemen  in  this  Town  desired  Me  to  write  to 
You  and  request  you  to  direct  the  Posts  for  the  future  to  resume  the 
narragansett  Road.  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  take  the  affair  into 
Consideration  and  give  such  orders  as  the  public  Safety  may  require. 

A  M.r  [Nathaniel]  Otis  who  in  the  Act  of  Assembly  which  I  gave 
you  was  appointed  Dep.y  Postmaster  in  Newport  has  moved  out  of 
Town  and  Mr.  Solomon  Southwick94  the  Printer  a  sincere  Friend  to 
his  Country  is  appointed  by  the  Assembly  in  his  Room  whom  I  doubt 
not  You  will  continue. 

I  was  at  home  one  Night  on  my  Way  here.  Nancy  who  is  at  Bro.r 
Greene’s  is  unwell;  I  have  a  good  mind  to  take  her  with  me  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  see  whether  a  long  Journey  and  an  entire  Change  of  Air 
will  not  restore  her  the  rest  of  My  Family  were  all  well:  Mrs.  Mecom 
I  had  not  the  Pleasure  of  seeing.  She  was  gone  to  Worcester  with 
M.rs  Greene  who  was  not  very  well;  Bro.r  Greene  and  all  the  rest 
were  well,  your  Letter  I  left  at  his  house95 

The  Love  of  Liberty  triumphs  in  this  Town  over  all  other  Con¬ 
siderations,  every  thing  for  the  common  Defence  is  pursued  with 
immense  Ardor  every  Danger  is  despised  and  every  Difficulty  is  sur¬ 
mounted  and  at  the  same  time  they  are  thus  attentive  to  the  general 
Interest  of  America  They  are  taking  most  effectual  Measures  for 
their  own  immediate  Safety ;  Batteries  on  each  Side  of  the  River  are 
opened  in  such  advantageous  Situations  as  will  easily  destroy  any 
Ships  which  may  attempt  to  come  near  the  Town. 

94Publisher  of  The  Newport  Mercury,  whose  vicissitudes  of  fortune  on  account 
of  his  patriot  activities  are  described  in  Clarence  S.  Brigham,  History  and  Bibliog¬ 
raphy  of  American  Newspapers  1690-1820  (1947),  II,  997-98. 

95“Brother  Greene”  is  William  Greene  of  Warwick,  Ward’s  brother-in-law  and 
the  husband  of  Franklin’s  dear  friend,  Catharine  Ray  Greene;  “Mrs.  Mecom”  is 
Jane  Mecom,  Franklin’s  favorite  sister;  and  “Nancy”  is  Ward’s  daughter.  This 
casual  mention  of  family  matters  illustrates  the  intimacy  of  the  Franklin  and  Ward 
families.  For  collateral  letters  and  comment:  Roelker,  Franklin-Greene  Corre¬ 
spondence,  and  Carl  Van  Doren,  The  Letters  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Jane 
Mecom  (1950). 
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Make  my  Compliments  to  M.r  and  M.rs  Beach96  and  such  of  my 
acquaintance  as  may  ask  after  Me  Sam  W ard 

superscription:  To  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin97 

Postmaster  General  in 
Philadelphia 

*  *  * 

Ward  to  Samuel ,  Jr. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Westerly  15.th  Aug.st  1775 

My  dear  Son 

I  rec.d  your  Letter  of  1 1  .th  I  do  not  wonder  that  the  Camp  Dis¬ 
temper  prevails  in  the  Camp  for  I  never  knew  a  Body  of  new  raised 
Troops  but  what  suffered  more  or  less  by  it  especially  if  their  Tents 
were  bad;  their  lying  upon  the  Ground  must  have  been  vastly  in¬ 
jurious  also;  these  Evils  I  am  pleased  to  find  by  your  Letter  are  re¬ 
moved;  the  greatest  Care  should  be  taken  that  your  Tents  be  all 
capable  of  sheding  Rain  well  and  that  your  People  have  clean  Straw 
to  lye  upon;  vegetables,  Milk,  fresh  Meat,  especially  Mutton,  are  all 
good,  and  with  proper  Care  of  the  Physicians  I  doubt  not  but  the 
Army  will  soon  be  well;  You  personally  as  much  as  possible  I  doubt 
not  take  Care  of  all  your  Men:  I  am  told  they  are  very  fond  of  You 
which  I  hope  arises  from  your  paying  a  proper  Attention  to  their 
real  Interests  and  not  to  any  unworthy  Condescensions. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  the  Officers  and  Forces  of  that  by  me  much 
beloved  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  are  not  equal  to  those  of  the 
other  Colonies  but  when  We  consider  how  long  they  have  been  with¬ 
out  Government,  without  Money  and  almost  every  necessary  I  dont 
wonder  at  it.  They  will  soon  make  an  excellent  Figure  I  dont  doubt. 
It  gives  Me  inexpressible  Pleasure  to  find  General  Washington  so 
universally  acceptable  to  all  the  Troops.  I  was  sure  from  the  inti¬ 
mate  Acquaintance  I  had  with  him,98  his  Appointment  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  attended  with  the  most  happy  Consequences. 

^Sarah  Franklin  and  her  husband,  Richard  Bache,  apparently  pronounced 
“Beach,”  whom  Franklin  appointed  Controller  of  the  postal  service. 

^Franklin,  who  was  dismissed  from  his  office  of  Joint  Deputy  Postmaster  Gen¬ 
eral  in  North  America  of  the  British  Post  Office  in  January  1774,  was  appointed 
Postmaster  General  of  the  postal  service  authorized  by  the  Continental  Congress, 
July  26,  1775.  Journals  II,  208-09. 

^Washington,  like  Ward,  was  a  delegate  to  both  the  First  and  Second  Con¬ 
tinental  Congresses,  and  they  presumably  saw  a  good  deal  of  each  other  at  both 
sessions. 
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I  am  very  sorry  that  there  is  any  Uneasiness  relative  to  the  conti¬ 
nental  Establishment;  as  the  several  New  England  Colonies  had 
made  the  same  Establishment  the  Congress  adopted  it,  but  upon 
a  proper  Representation  I  make  no  Doubt  would  do  every  thing 
which  should  appear  proper;  there  is  one  Circumstance  attending 
the  Service  which  I  never  thought  of  which  must  create  you  many 
heavy  Expences,  that  is  your  being  so  near  as  to  have  much  Company 
from  all  the  Colonies:  this  War  may  perhaps  last  Years;  Oeconomy 
is  therefore  necessary  and  I  was  unwilling  to  give  any  extravagant 
Pay,  but  the  Circumstance  above. d  has  much  weight  with  Me  and 
probably  there  may  be  others  which  may  have  escaped  my  Attention ; 
This  I  can  with  great  Pleasure  say  that  the  Man  that  loves  my  Coun¬ 
try  and  takes  up  Arms  in  her  Defence  shall  while  I  have  one  single 
shilling  be  welcome  to  a  Part  of  it :  but  as  Commerce  the  great  Source 
of  Wealth  is  now  almost  at  an  End  the  utmost  Oeconomy  I  must 
recommend  to  You  and  all  the  Troops.  I  was  upon  some  public 
Business  at  Col°.  Roberdeau’s  in  Philadelphia  (a  Gent."  of  Fortune 
and  Character) . 99  He  observed  to  Me  in  the  Course  of  Conversation 
that  his  Life  and  Fortune  were  at  his  Country’s  Service  and  that  in 
Order  that  he  might  be  able  to  hold  out  as  long  as  the  War  might 
last  he  had  laid  up  his  Carriage  and  retrenched  his  Mode  of  living  in 
every  Respect ;  this  I  think  true  Patriotism. 

I  hope  and  believe  there  is  not  an  officer  worth  having  that  will 
decline  the  continental  Service;  the  Commissions  are  of  the  same 
Tenor  as  far  as  I  recollect  with  those  which  the  N.E.d  Colonies  gave. 
I  would  chuse  you  should  receive  yours  in  the  most  respectful  Man¬ 
ner;  every  Lover  of  his  Country  who  considers  that  it  is  absolutely 
essential  to  the  Preservation  of  America  that  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Congress  should  be  considered  as  sacred  and  inviolable  will  by  no 
means  take  any  Measure  which  may  draw  into  Question  the  Author¬ 
ity  of  that  Congress;  this  would  be  not  only  injurious  to  the  common 
Cause  but  ruinous  to  the  Persons  who  May  do  it :  The  Officers  above 
the  Rank  of  Col0,  are  well  provided  for  I  think,  and  all  below  that 
by  a  proper  Representation  to  the  Congress  through  their  General 

"Daniel  Roberdeau,  a  native  of  St.  Christopher,  British  West  Indies,  but  long 
a  successful  Philadelphia  merchant.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress  from  1777  to  1779. 
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or  any  other  Way  which  he  may  direct  I  doubt  not  will  be  properly 
regarded.100 

Your  Sisters  and  Brothers  at  home  have  behaved  vastly  well.  They 
have  answered  my  highest  Expectation.  I  am  glad  your  Brother 
behaves  well  and  wish  I  could  do  any  thing  proper  for  him. 

You  wish  for  Peace,  so  do  I,  but  never  upon  any  other  Terms  but 
those  which  will  secure  the  Liberties  of  my  Country;  my  Lord 
Karnes101  justly  observes  “that  domestic  Convulsions  are  temporary 
but  the  Loss  of  Liberty  perpetual;”  however  shocking  to  a  benevolent 
Mind  the  Horrors  of  a  civil  War  May  be  They  are  infinitely  pref¬ 
erable  (I  may  add  amiable  when  compared  to  Dfespotism])  to 
Slavery;  many  Nations  have  rose  from  a  State  of  the  most  severe  civil 
Wars  to  the  highest  Pitch  of  Glory  and  Happiness  but  Slavery  never 
produced  one  single  Good  since  the  Creation ;  that  I  wish  you  every 
Happiness  I  need  not  say;  the  highest  in  this  World  is  that  you  may 
have  an  honorable  Share  in  delivering  your  Country  from  Oppression. 

Your  Lines  are  very  extensive  but  I  hope  the  Number  of  Troops 
you  have  are  adequate;  if  not  the  Congress  will  readily  augment  It 
I  believe. 

I  shall  attend  the  Assembly  next  Week  at  Providence;  A  new  Gov¬ 
ernor  will  I  believe  be  chosen,  the  Report  of  the  Delegates  made; 
some  Mode  for  adjusting  the  Acc.ts  of  the  Troops  ought  to  be  adopted 
that  the  Paymaster  General  may  know  how  to  pay  off  the  Troops; 
these  and  other  important  Affairs  will  be  brought  on  the  Carpet  for 
which  Reasons  I  could  wish  the  public  Service  would  allow  General 
Greene  and  M.r  Commissary  Phillips102  to  attend  the  Assembly; 
present  my  most  respectful  Compliments  to  them  and  let  them  know 
that  it  would  give  Me  great  Pleasure  to  wait  on  them  there  if  the 
Duties  of  their  several  Departments  will  admit  it;  Make  my  Com- 

100Samuel,  Jr.,  apparently  shared  the  view  of  many  of  the  officers  that  the  scale 
of  their  pay  voted  by  the  Continental  Congress  was  inadequate.  The  pay  of  cap¬ 
tains,  lieutenants  and  ensigns  (second  lieutenants)  was  raised  by  a  resolve  adopted 
November  4,  1775.  Journals  III,  322. 

101Henry  Home,  Lord  Karnes,  Scotch  judge  and  author,  a  warm  friend  of 
Franklin;  J.  Bennett  Nolan,  Benjamin  Franklin  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  1759  and 
1771  (1938),  87-94.  Franklin  was  accompanied  by  Henry  Marchant,  later  Attor¬ 
ney  General  of  Rhode  Island,  extensive  excerpts  from  whose  Journal  on  this  trip 
are  included  in  Nolan’s  book. 

102Peter  Phillips  of  North  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Commissary  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Army  of  Observation.  R.  I.  Records  VII,  322. 
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pliments  to  Col°.  Varnum  Col°.  Hitchcock  Col°.  Babcock  and  such 
others  as  you  may  think  proper.  I  am  My  dear  Son 

Your  most  affec.1  Parent 

Sam  Ward 


superscription:  To 

Cap*.  Samuel  Ward  Jun 
at  Prospect  Hill  in  Charlesto[w]n 


#  *  * 


Ward  to  Samuel,  Jr. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Westerly  20. th  Aug.st  1775 

My  dear  Son 

My  last  was  wrote  in  so  much  haste  that  it  is  probable  my  Inten¬ 
tions  were  not  so  clearly  and  fully  expressed  as  they  otherwise  would 
have  been:  With  Regard  to  your  engaging  in  the  public  Service  dur¬ 
ing  the  W ar  my  Sentiments  are  these,  That  as  long  as  my  Country 
has  any  Occasion  for  my  Service  and  calls  upon  Me  properly  She 
has  an  undoubted  Right  to  it  and  I  shall  ever  esteem  it  the  highest 
Happiness  to  be  able  in  Times  of  general  Distress  to  do  any  material 
Good:  upon  these  Principles  You  will  give  Me  the  highest  Satisfac¬ 
tion  in  devoting  your  Life  (while  Heaven  graciously  continues  it)  to 
the  public  Service;  the  Poet  justly  said  dulce  at  decorum  est  pro  Patria 
mori  and  I  can  as  justly  add  pro  Patria  vivere. 

Your  Friend  Cap1.  [Ethan]  Clarke  expects  to  fill  his  Company  in 
a  few  Days  and  will  then  join  You:  Your  Sisters  Nancy  and  M.rs 
Greene  are  not  very  well ;  the  rest  of  the  Family  are  quite  well :  I  shall 
sett  out  to  Morrow  for  Providence103  where  I  shall  expect  a  Letter 
from  You :  ever  remember  when  Time  will  admit  to  write  every  Thing 
of  Importance. 

Present  my  best  Regards  to  General  Greene  and  other  officers: 
I  hope  if  the  public  Service  will  admit  (not  otherwise)  for  the  Pleas¬ 
ure  of  seeing  the  Gen.1  and  such  others  as  are  Members  of  either 
House  at  Providence  as  I  think  it  would  have  a  very  good  Effect  and 
take  up  but  little  Time.  May  Heaven  direct  all  their  Operations  and 
preserve  my  dear  Son  from  Vice  the  never  failing  Source  of  Misery 

!03He  reported  to  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly  in  session  there.  R.  I. 
Records  VII,  369-70. 
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and  Ruin  and  grant  him  the  Happiness  of  being  a  virtuous  honour¬ 
able  and  useful  Member  of  Society. 

Your  affec.e  Father  Sam  Ward 

superscription:  To  Cap1.  Samuel  Ward  Jun.r 

at 

Prospect  Hill  near  Charlesto[w]n 

*  *  * 

W ashington  to  Ward,  August  1775 

John  Ward,  “ The  Life  and  Services  of  Governor  Samuel  Ward  ”  8. 

I  did  not  know  till  yesterday  that  you  had  a  son  in  the  army ;  today 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  his  company  at  dinner,  together  with  General 
Greene.  Colonels  Varnum  and  Hitchcock104  had  already  done  me 
that  favor.  I  think,  if  occasion  should  offer,  I  shall  be  able  to  give 
you  a  good  account  of  your  son,  as  he  seems  a  sensible,  well-informed 
young  man.105 


*  *  * 

Gov.  Cooke  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

Original  in  the  Cooke  Papers ,  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Providence,  August  31st.  1775 

Gentlemen 

Mr.  Ward's  Letter  of  the  10th.  inclosing  the  Address  and  Declara¬ 
tion,106  and  his  Letter  of  the  19th.  have  come  safe  to  Hand. 

By  a  Letter  from  General  Washington  I  was  informed  that  Three 
Ships  of  War  and  Nine  Transports  sailed  from  Boston  the  beginning 
of  last  Week.  As  the  Enemy  are  greatly  distressed  for  Want  of  fresh 
Provisions  I  conjectured  this  Fleet  was  designed  to  supply  them;  and 
immediately  sent  a  Quantity  of  Powder,  Ball  and  Flints  to  Block 
Island  to  enable  the  Inhabitants  to  defend  themselves,  and  gave  them 
Assurances  of  further  Aid  if  necessary.  As  this  Fleet  hath  not  been 
heard  of  on  our  Coasts,  I  imagine  they  were  destined  to  the  Eastward. 

104Daniel  Hitchcock  of  Providence,  colonel  of  the  Providence  County  regiment 
in  the  Rhode  Island  Army  of  Observation. 

1Q5As  appears  from  the  next  letter  this  is  only  an  excerpt  from  a  letter  dealing 
with  other  matters  too.  This  excerpt  also  appears  in  John  Ward,  “The  Life  and 
Services  of  Governor  Samuel  Ward,”  published  in  the  Providence  Journal  of 
December  25,  1876,  and  re-printed  (Providence,  J.  A.  &  R.  A.  Reid,  1877 ). 

106presumably  Congress’s  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  and  its 
Declaration  on  Taking  up  Arms.  Journals ,  II,  127-57,  162-71. 
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Two  of  the  Men  of  War  were  cruizing  yesterday  and  the  Day 
before,  in  the  River  and  came  up  above  Kinnimicut  Point.  As  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  come  near  enough  to  fire  upon  the  Town  our 
Attention  is  strongly  turned  to  the  erecting  of  a  Fortification  below. 
I  some  Times  since  forwarded  to  you  a  Plan  of  the  River,  and  should 
be  glad  to  know  the  Sentiments  of  Congress  upon  that  Subject,  and 
whether  the  erecting  a  Fortification  which  would  not  be  a  very  ex¬ 
pensive  one  will  be  considered  as  a  Continental  Expence,  as  I  am 
clearly  of  Opinion  it  ought  to  be. 

As  you  repeat  your  Application  for  the  Accounts  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  I  have  written  to  them  all  and  urged  them  to  have  their 
Accounts  ready  at  the  opening  of  the  next  Session  of  Assembly  that, 
after  being  considered,  they  may  be  transmitted  to  you. 

About  140  or  150  of  the  Six  additional  Companies  ordered  by  this 
Colony  have  marched  to  join  the  Army.107  Two  commissioned  Offi¬ 
cers  of  each  Company  are  left  to  recruit.  But  the  Colony  hath  been 
so  drained  of  Men  by  the  large  Levies  already  made  that  it  will  be 
some  Time  yet  before  they  will  be  complete. 

A  very  heavy  Firing  near  Boston  was  heard  the  Night  before  last 
and  Yesterday  Morning.  The  same  Night  a  Detachment  of  300  Men 
marched  from  Roxbury  to  complete  the  Destruction  of  the  Light- 
House.  By  some  Persons  who  came  in  here  last  evening  and  this 
Morning  from  Roxbury  we  are  told  that  the  Firing  was  universal 
from  all  the  Enemy’s  Works,  Ships  and  Floating  Batteries;108  and 
that  about  40  Regulars  pushed  out  forced  our  Sentries  to  retreat, 
and  burnt  the  George  Tavern  and  One  other  House  and  Barn.  Two 
of  the  Party  which  came  out  took  that  Opportunity  to  desert.  — 
From  Cambridge  we  have  a  Report  that  the  Enemy  under  Cover  of 
a  Field  of  Corn  had  began  an  Entrenchment  which  they  had  carried 
on  some  Time  before  they  were  discovered;  that  they  were  attacked 

l°7In  June  1775,  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  voted  to  raise  six  additional  com¬ 
panies  to  join  the  regiments  encamped  near  Boston  and  to  place  its  “army  of 
observation  .  .  .  under  the  command  and  direction  of  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  combined  American  army  .  .  .”  R.  I.  Records  VII,  354-55. 

108The  cannonade  was  directed  chiefly  against  Ploughed  Hill  an  advanced  post 
occupied  by  the  Americans  on  the  night  of  August  26.  Washington  to  R.  H.  Lee, 
August  29,  1775;  John  C.  Fitzpatrick  (ed.).  The  Writings  of  George  Washington 
III  (1931 ),  453,  hereafter  cited  as  Washington. 
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by  our  People  with  Musketry,  and  a  smart  Firing  kept  up  on  both 
Sides;  and  that  the  Enemy  were  obliged  to  retreat. 

I  am  with  great  Truth  and  Regard,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

Nich.s  Cooke 


Hon’ble  S.  Hopkins  and  S.  Ward  Esqs. 


CORRESPONDENCE  —  PART  2 

From  September  1775  to  Ward’s  Letters  of  Early  November  1775 
Favoring  a  Declaration  of  Independence 
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Ward  to  Washington. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  17.th  Sep.r  1775 

Dear  Sir 

Having  nothing  of  immediate  Consequence  to  communicate,  and, 
determining  to  sett  out  for  this  City  in  a  few  Days  after  the  Receipt  of 
yr  favor,  I  deferred  acknowledging  it  until  my  arrival  here. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  You  for  the  very  kind  Notice  which  you 
was  pleased  to  take  of  my  Son,  and  the  favourable  Light  in  which  you 
view  him ;  the  Advantages  of  travelling  he  wants,  but  those  of  a  lib¬ 
eral  Education  he  enjoys;  he  has  seen  some  of  the  best  Company  in 
our  Colony,  and  from  his  moral  and  political  Principles  I  flatter  My¬ 
self  his  Conduct  will  make  him  not  unworthy  of  your  future  Regard 
every  Instance  of  which  I  shall  most  gratefully  acknowledge. 

With  Pleasure  I  observe  that  you  have  lately  received  some  Powder 
and  expect  some  Lead  and  Arms  from  our  Colony;  I  hope  the  Meas¬ 
ures  taken  by  Congress  and  by  the  Colonies  will  furnish  you  with 
such  Quantities  as  will  allow  the  freest  Scope  to  your  military  Plans 
and  Operations. 

That  Part  of  your  Letter  relative  to  removing  the  Stock  from  the 
Islands  and  Sea  Coasts  I  laid  before  our  Gen.1  Assembly,  I  showed 
the  Necessity  of  immediately  doing  it  in  the  most  forcible  Terms  and 
such  Measures  were  immediately  adopted  as  have  I  imagine  secured 
all  our  Cattle  from  the  Enemy  by  this  Time. 

The  innumerable  Difficulties  which  you  must  have  encountered 
in  the  Command  of  an  Army  under  different  Establishments  in  Want 
of  Arms  Ammunition  regular  Supplies  of  Provisions,  a  military  Chest, 
experienced  Officers  a  due  Organization  and  a  hundred  other  Things 
I  have  some  tho’  not  an  adequate  Conception  of,  but  from  the  Acct.s 
which  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  receive  from  my  Friends  in  Camp  I 
doubt  not  but  your  wise  and  steady  Attention  to  the  Service  will 
surmount  all  Obstacles  and  that  by  the  opening  of  next  Campaign 
you’l  will  have  the  finest  Army  under  Your  Com.d  which  ever  was 
formed  in  America :  I  am  too  sensible  of  the  Multiplicity  of  Business 
in  which  you  are  engaged  to  flatter  Myself  with  a  regular  Corre¬ 
spondence  but  whenever  you  shall  communicate  any  thing  necessary 
for  the  public  Good  to  Me  you  may  rely  upon  my  best  and  constant 
Endeavours  both  in  our  own  Colony  and  in  Congress  to  promote  the 
Service;  I  most  chearfully  entered  into  a  solemn  Engagement  upon 
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your  Appointment  to  support  you  with  my  Life  and  Fortune  and 
shall  most  religiously  and  with  the  highest  Pleasure  endeavour  to  dis¬ 
charge  that  Duty. 

The  Congress  began  to  do  Business  Last  Wednesday  but  many 
Members  are  still  absent;  Col°.  Lee  Col°.  Harrison  and  M.r  Jefferson 
and  the  N.  Carolina  Delegates  and  some  others  are  not  arrived.  M.r 
Randolph  has  been  confined  with  a  fever  two  or  three  Days;  Mess.r 
Wythe  and  Lee  are  under  Enoculation  so  that  Col°.  Nelson  alone 
attends  from  your  Colony.1 

We  entered  into  the  Consideration  of  your  Letters2  yesterday;  for 
Want  of  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  military  affairs  it  was  not  so  well 
understood  how  an  Officer’s  having  several  Appointments  would 
make  any  Difference  in  Rank  for  instance  how  a  Gen.1  Officers  hav¬ 
ing  a  Regiment  or  Company  or  a  Field  officers  having  a  Comp.y 
could  alter  his  Rank,3  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  Opinion  that  all 
officers  should  receive  Pay  only  for  one  Commission  and  that  for 
their  highest  and  that  when  the  Army  was  reformed  no  Person  should 
sustain  more  than  one  office  but  some  seemed  to  apprehend  that  if  a 
Gen.1  officer  appointed  by  his  Colony  as  Colonel  of  a  particular  Regi¬ 
ment  or  a  Field  officer  as  Captain  of  a  Company  were  refused  by  the 
Congress  Commissions  as  such  that  the  Colonies  would  appoint  other 
Colonels  and  Captains  in  their  Places;  that  this  increase  of  officers 
would  augment  the  Difficulties  attending  the  Reduction  of  the  Troops 
if  such  a  Measure  should  be  adopted ;  upon  the  whole  the  Matter  was 
referred  and  as  soon  as  your  several  Letters  are  considered  you  will  be 
acquainted  with  the  Sentiments  of  the  Congress.4 

[We  have  no  News  from  England  here  later  than  18.th  July;  by 
the  Kings  Answer  to  the  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Alderman  and 

iRichard  Henry  Lee,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Peyton  Randolph, 
George  Wythe,  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  and  Thomas  Nelson,  Jr.,  were  the  Virginia 
members  —  a  strong  delegation. 

2Letters  of  August  4  and  31  and  September  7.  Washington,  III,  389,  460  and 
481,  detailing  his  various  problems. 

3The  general  officers  (generals)  of  the  Connecticut  troops  were  entitled,  under 
the  law  or  practice  in  Connecticut,  to  commissions  as  colonel  of  a  regiment  and 
captain  of  a  company  and  apparently  to  the  pay  attaching  to  all  three  commis¬ 
sions.  In  Massachusetts  a  general  was  colonel  of  a  regiment  but  had  no  company 
command.  In  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire  a  general  had  no  field  or  com¬ 
pany  command.  The  field  officers  (colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  major)  of 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island  regiments,  but  not  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  were  also,  nominally  at  least,  captain  of  a  company.  (Washington’s  letter 
of  August  4.) 

^Congress  eventually  (December  2,  1775)  voted  that  all  officers  in  the  Con¬ 
tinental  service  should  hold  but  one  commission.  Journals  III,  399. 
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Commons  of  the  City  of  London5  it  appears  He  is  determined  to  pur¬ 
sue  and  enforce  his  Measures;  God  be  thanked  that  however  severe 
the  Contest  may  prove  We  are  now  in  such  a  happy  Way  that  the 
End  must  be  the  Establishment  of  American  Liberty.]6 
rough  Draught  to  Gen.1  Washington  17.th  Sep.r  1775 

*  *  * 

Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  21.st  Sep.r  1775 

Dear  Brother 

The  Merchant  who  has  a  good  Customer  who  he  knows  will  pay 
all  Acc.ts  well  does  not  stop  shiping  him  Goods  although  a  remittance 
may  not  be  made  so  soon  as  he  wished ;  upon  this  principle  exclusive 
of  the  Pleasure  which  I  take  in  communicating  any  thing  which  I 
think  will  be  acceptable  to  You  I  might  write  by  this  Post  ’though 
I  have  not  the  Pleasure  of  a  Letter  from  You. 

The  Check  which  Gen.1  Schuyler7  has  received  near  S.1  Johns8 
you’l  have  an  Acc7  of  in  the  Papers;  the  Loss  is  very  trifling  and  such 
Measures  are  taken  as  I  believe  will  enable  him  to  proceed  and  crown 
the  Expedition  with  Success;  I  feel  much  for  him.  He  was  so  ill  when 
he  wrote  Us  that  he  was  not  able  to  hold  a  Pen.  The  Colonies  of 
Connecticut  and  New.  York  were  to  supply  him  with  Men  and 
Money  and  etc ;  the  first  readily  obeyed  every  Order  of  Congress,  the 
last  (their  Delegates  plead  want  of  Money  and  etc)  have  never  sup¬ 
plied  him  properly  and  I  believe  mere  fatigue  and  Chagrine  at  the 
Disappointments  he  has  rec.d  have  made  him  sick. 

We  have  the  Honor  of  the  Deputy  Governors  Letter  and  should 
jointly  have  acknowledged  it  but  I  was  so  engaged  yesterday  and  last 
Evening  that  I  could  not  draught  an  Answer  and  should  I  wait  to 

SOn  July  14,  1775,  the  city  of  London  presented  a  second  address  on  behalf  of 
the  colonists  (See  Ward’s  letter  of  June  8  concerning  the  first),  to  which  the  King 
answered  that  he  owed  it  to  his  British  subjects  “to  continue  and  enforce  those 
measures”  affecting  his  colonial  subjects  by  which  alone  the  “rights  and  interests” 
of  his  British  subjects  “could  be  asserted  and  maintained.”  Annual  Register  for 
1775  (London,  1776),  256. 

6The  paragraph  in  brackets  is  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 

7Philip  Schuyler  of  New  York,  third  Major-General  in  the  Continental  Service, 
in  command  of  the  Northern  Department  including  the  Continental  forces  at¬ 
tacking  Canada. 

8The  “check”  of  the  advance  on  St.  Johns,  Canada,  a  few  miles  north  of  the 
Canadian  border  on  September  6,  is  described  in  a  letter  of  September  20  from 
Schuyler  to  Washington;  Sparks,  Correspondence,  I,  40-42. 
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find  M.r  Hopkins  this  Morning  the  Post  would  be  out:  We  made 
M.r  [William]  Redwood  so  much  Trouble  that  We  had  agreed  before 
I  left  the  City  last  to  remove  upon  our  Return;  I  dont  know  the 
House  in  which  he  [Hopkins]  lodges  but  he  tells  Me  the  Family  is 
very  clever;  be  kind  enough  to  let  his  Family  know  that  they  are  both 
very  well. 

Present  my  most  respectful  Regards  to  Gov.r  Cooke;  We  had  his 
Letter  read  in  Congress  and  it  was  very  acceptable;9  the  Intelligence 
of  the  Marching  of  Arnold  with  his  Detachment  was  the  first  Acc.* 
rec.d  here  of  it;10  happily  the  important  Object  recommended  by 
him  [Cooke]  hath  been  taken  into  Consideration.  Supplies  full  as 
large  as  he  could  wish  are  agreed  upon  and  I  doubt  not  will  be  most 
seasonably  procured:11  And  it  is  with  greatest  Pleasure  that  I  can 
assure  You  that  the  Congress  is  not  only  very  unanimous  but  very 
spirited :  every  Measure  for  the  Defence  of  the  Country  and  pushing 
our  Enemies  to  a  Submission  is  chearfully  come  into,  and  at  the  same 
Time  that  Attention  is  paid  to  the  Principles  of  Oeconomy  We  are 
determined  to  spare  neither  Men  nor  Money  in  securing  our  just 
Rights  and  Liberties. 

I  have  enclosed  You  a  Copy  of  the  Petition  of  the  Province  of 
Georgia12  to  the  King  That  Spirit  of  Freedom,  that  Vein  of  Piety, 
that  good  sense,  that  manly  Firmness  and  Decency,  void  of  all  that 
low  submissive  creeping  Address  usually  contained  in  Performances 
of  that  Sort,  do  great  Honor  to  the  Province  and  particularly  to  the 
Gentleman  who  drew  it  (D.r  Zubly) ;  you  will  communicate  it  to 
the  Dep.y  Gov.r  and  other  Gentlemen  but  by  no  Means  suffer  it  to 


9Letter  not  found;  but  apparently  it  urged  the  same  project  as  that  proposed  by 
Cooke  in  letters  to  Washington  of  September  9  and  14,  namely  to  send  a  colonial 
vessel  under  French  papers  to  Bayonne,  France,  to  secure  a  cargo  of  powder  await¬ 
ing  shipment  there;  Sparks,  Correspondence  I,  34-36. 

10Benedict  Arnold  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  commissioned  a  colonel  in  one 
of  the  Massachusetts  regiments  taken  over  by  the  Continental  Congress,  was  lead¬ 
ing  his  famous  expedition  through  Maine  for  an  attack  on  Quebec. 

HWard  properly  refrained  from  divulging  that  on  September  18  and  19,  pre¬ 
sumably  in  immediate  response  to  Cooke’s  prompting,  Congress  resolved  “that  a 
secret  Committee  [Ward  was  one  of  its  members]  be  appointed  to  contract  and 
agree  for  the  importation  and  delivery  of  any  quantities  of  gunpowder,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding,  in  the  whole  five  hundred  tons.”  Journals  II,  253,  255. 

l2Georgia  which  was  unrepresented  at  the  First  Congress  and  only  informally 
at  the  opening  session  of  the  Second,  now  was  fully  and  officially  represented.  The 
Petition  dated  July  14  and  laid  before  Congress  on  September  14,  1775,  is  in 
Peter  Force,  American  Archives  (1839),  4th  Series  II,  1556-57.  Hereafter  cited 
as  Force,  Archives;  all  citations  are  to  the  4th  Series,  unless  otherwise  noted. 
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go  out  of  your  Hands  (unless  to  his  Honor)  or  a  Copy  to  be  taken,  for 
I  would  not  have  it  get  abroad  through  Me  upon  any  Acc.t13 

I  have  no  other  Acc.ts  from  our  Colony  than  what  my  Daughter 
gives  Me  and  the  Papers  contain.  I  must  desire  you  to  write  Me  very 
particularly  what  the  State  of  the  Town  of  Newport  is,  what  the  Men 
of  War  (if  such  Wretches  as  attack  and  plunder  the  innocent  and 
defenceless  deserve  that  Character)  are  about  and  in  short  every 
thing  of  consequence  as  well  from  home  as  the  Army  and  etc.  I 
must  conclude  as  my  Letter  will  be  left.  I  am 

Yours  most  affectionately  Sam  Ward 
*  *  * 

Ward  to  Henry  Ward 
Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  30th  Sep.r  1775 

Dear  Brother 

I  determined  to  have  wrote  You  every  Post  but  I  am  upon  several 
Committees14  for  very  important  Purposes  which  takes  up  My  Time 
so  that  I  was  forced  to  omit  writing  to  You  by  last  Post;  what  can  be 
the  Reason  that  I  have  never  rec.d  one  Line  from  You  I  cannot  con¬ 
ceive.  I  am  willing  to  suppose  a  hundred  Causes  rather  than  Want 
of  affection  and  so  continue  to  write. 

In  our  Letter  to  the  Dep.y  Gov.r  the  principal  Things  which  you 
had  at  Heart  are  taken  some  Notice  of :  The  Com.ee  to  whom  I  de¬ 
signed  to  present  his  Honors  Letter  relative  to  Cap1.  Hopkins15  hath 
not  yet  met;  I  am  one  of  them  and  design  to  get  a  Meeting  on  Mon¬ 
day  next  if  possible:  Business  cannot  be  done  here  with  the  same 
Dispatch  as  in  New.  England  but  I  have  this  Satisfaction  that  I  am 
never  absent  either  from  Com.ees  or  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  Gen.1  Washington  relative  to  the  forming  a  new 
Army,16  and  that  Paragraph  of  Gov.r  Cooke’s  Letter  that  only  Cap1. 

13The  Reverend  John  Joachim  Zubly,  College  of  New  Jersey,  (Princeton) 
D.D.  1774,  a  native  Swiss  but  now  pastor  of  the  Independent  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Savannah,  was  one  of  the  Georgia  delegates.  He  left  Congress  about  two 
months  later  when  various  developments  were  clearly  leading  towards  independ¬ 
ence,  which  he  strongly  opposed.  He  later  became  a  Tory. 

^Especially  the  extremely  important  Secret  Committee  for  securing  powder 
and  later  other  military  supplies.  Burnett,  Letters  I,  274. 

15Letter  not  found.  Presumably  it  discussed  the  project  of  getting  powder  at 
Bayonne,  since  a  certain  Hopkins  (perhaps  Esek  or  his  son,  John)  was  concerned 
in  the  venture.  Sparks,  Correspondence  I,  34. 

^Washington  to  Congress,  September  21,  1775;  Washington  III,  505.  The 
period  of  enlistment  of  the  men  in  the  armies  of  observation  of  the  New  England 
colonies  would  expire  some  at  the  end  and  others  at  the  beginning  of  December, 
1775. 
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Ward17  amongst  all  the  Rhode  Island  officers  had  received  a  con¬ 
tinental  Commission  alarmed  the  Congress,  or  rather  some  Members 
of  it ;  a  Motion  was  made  that  a  Com.ee  should  be  appointed  to  con¬ 
sult  Gen.1  Washington,  the  Dep.y  Gov.r  of  Rhodeisland,  the  Gov.r  of 
Connecticut,  the  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  the  President 
of  the  Congress  of  Newhampshire  upon  the  best  Method  of  continu¬ 
ing  supporting  and  regulating  a  continental  Army.  M.r  Adams  the 
Con.1  Gentlemen  and  myself  were  against  it  and  many  others  but, 
least  We  should  be  supposed  to  think  our  Army  would  not  bear  In¬ 
spection,  We  did  not  exert  ourselves  and  suffered  the  Motion  to  be 
carried  without  calling  [for  a  vote  of]  the  Colonies  when  [i.e.  even 
though]  a  Majority  of  them  were  against  it :  Letters  to  the  Governors 
and  etc  go  by  this  Express  that  they  may  meet  the  Com.ee  12.th  next 
Month  at  Cambridge:18  The  Gent.n  fond  of  the  Motion  wished  a 
very  different  Com.ee  from  that  actually  appointed:  I  saw  their  Aim 
and  proposed  to  the  new  england  Col.s  a  Plan  for  defeating  them 
and  succeeded,  saving  that  We  failed  in  getting  Col°.  Dyre19  ap¬ 
pointed  with  the  other  Gent.n  The  Com.ee  as  it  now  stands  is  D.r 
Franklin,20  M.r  Lynch21  and  Col°.  Harrison;  the  two  first  you  are 
well  acquainted  with;  the  last  is  a  Virginian,  a  Friend  of  Liberty  a 
Man  of  Sense  and  Spirit  but  not  at  all  Times  so  wise  and  judicious 
as  some  from  that  glorious  Colony : 22  A  Com.ee  is  appointed  to  draw 

17Samuel,  Jr.  I  have  found  no  other  reference  to  this  blunder,  which  must  have 
been  acutely  embarrassing  to  Samuel,  Sr.,  and  was  doubtless  promptly  corrected. 

18This  Committee  sat  with  Washington  from  October  18  to  24  and  ironed  out 
several  of  his  most  serious  problems  of  army  organization  and  supply.  The  pro¬ 
ceedings  are  in  Force,  Archives  4th  Ser.  Ill,  1155-63. 

19Eliphalet  Dyer,  a  Connecticut  delegate.  I  have  not  identified  the  gentleman 
or  gentlemen  whom  Ward  circumvented. 

20Franklin,  a  Bostonian  by  birth,  was  very  popular  with  the  New  Englanders. 
John  Adams  wrote  this  same  day  to  his  friend  James  Warren,  saying  of  Franklin, 
“There  is  no  abler  or  better  American  that  I  know  of.”  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll., 
vol.  72,  p.  119. 

21Thomas  Lynch  of  South  Carolina,  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  members 
of  Congress,  of  whom  John  Adams  wrote  “he  is  an  oppulent  Planter  of  Great 
Understanding  and  Integrity  and  the  best  Affections  to  our  Country  and  Cause.” 
Same  citation  as  preceding. 

22Benjamin  Harrison  was  under  a  temporary  cloud  in  New  England  because  of 
a  letter  or  supposed  letter  of  his  to  Washington  (July  21,  1775),  intercepted  and 
published  in  Boston  by  the  British,  casting  aspersions  on  New  Englanders  and 
containing  a  passage  offensive  to  the  straight-laced.  The  letter  as  printed  in  Force, 
Archives,  4th  Ser.,  II,  1697,  omits  the  facetious,  offending  passage:  “As  I  was 
in  the  pleasing  Task  of  writing  to  you,  a  little  Noise  occasioned  me  to  turn  my 
Head  round,  and  who  should  appear  but  pretty  little  Kate  the  Washer  woman’s 
Daughter  over  the  Way,  clean,  trim  and  rosey  as  the  Morning;  I  snatched  the 
golden  glorious  Opportunity,  and  but  for  that  cursed  Antidote  to  Love,  Sukey, 
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Instructions  for  them;  I  imagine  they  will  sett  out  on  Tuesday  next: 
I  wish  You  could  accompany  Gov.  Cooke  to  Cambridge;  your  Advice 
and  Pen  I  think  would  do  your  Country  most  essential  Service :  It  is 
agreed  that  an  Army  for  the  Winter  must  be  formed  out  of  that  now 
in  Service;  the  southern  Gentlemen  wish  to  reduce  the  Wages  of  the 
privates  and  raise  those  of  the  officers;  with  Regard  to  the  last  they 
are  right,  for,  in  the  present  Camp,  officers  can’t  support  themselves 
upon  their  present  Pay ;  as  to  the  first  they  are  certainly  wrong  for  no 
Man  can  live  tolerably  for  less;  they  could  hire  they  say  good  Men  in 
the  southern  Colonies  for  ten  shillings  p.r  Month  less  but  I  believe 
they  would  not  be  so  good  by  twenty :  a  Letter  to  General  W ashington 
would  have  superseded  the  Necessity  of  any  Com.ee  but,  as  we  have 
suffered  one,  I  would  have  the  best  made  of  it ;  upon  this  Principle  I 
ardently  wish  You  to  attend  the  Dep.y  Gov/23  and  at  the  same  time 
that  you  nobly  sacrifice  every  other  Consideration  to  the  Good  of 
America.  I  would  have  You  take  Care  of  the  New.  England  Colonies 
in  general  (the  great  Support  of  Liberty)  and  of  our  own  little  Colony 
in  particular;  neither  of  the  Gent/  save  D.r  Franklin  is  equal  to  You 
in  natural  or  acquired  abilities.  Some  of  the  southern  Gent/  seem  to 
consider  this  Matter  as  an  Affair  between  New.  England  and  the 
other  Colonies  and  upon  that  Plan  balloted  for  Gent/  only  of  the 
other  Colonies  (Col°.  Dyre  and  Col°.  Harrison  had  equal  Votes  at 
first  upon  a  second  Tryal  another  southern  Member  came  in  and 
turned  the  Vote  for  Col°.  Harrison :  I  believe  He  will  do  well : ) 
I  wish  our  Troops  to  reinlist  but  wish  the  Terms  may  be  good. 

An  unhappy  Dispute  subsists  between  the  Virginians  and  the 
Pennsylvanians24  and  another  between  the  latter  and  Connecticut,25 

I  had  fitted  her  for  my  General  against  his  Return;  we  were  obliged  to  part,  but 
not  till  we  had  contrived  to  meet  again;  if  she  keeps  the  Appointment,  I  shall 
relish  a  Weeks  longer  Stay;  I  give  you  now  and  then  some  of  these  Adventures  to 
amuse  you,  and  unbend  your  Mind  from  the  Cares  of  War.”  The  Massachusetts 
Gazette;  and  the  Boston  Weekly  News-Letter,  August  17,  1775. 

23Henry  Ward  attended.  R.  I.  Records,  VII,  394. 

^Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  both  claimed  the  region  around  Pittsburgh,  and 
on  September  11,  a  company  of  Virginia  militia  arrived  and  occupied  old  Fort 
Pitt  with  a  view  to  establishing  Virginia’s  jurisdiction.  Thomas  P.  Abernethy, 
Western  Lands  and  the  American  Revolution  (1937),  91-97  and  140-41,  and 
Journals,  III,  259  and  262. 

^Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania  both  claimed  a  large  region  in  present  north¬ 
eastern  Pennsylvania  running  eastward  from  a  point  fifteen  miles  west  of  the 
Susquehanna  River  at  Wyoming  (near  present  Pittston)  to  the  Delaware;  Charles 
J.  Hoadly,  The  Public  Records  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  (1887),  XIV,  218. 
In  late  September  1775,  Congress  got  word  that  Connecticut  men  from  the  Wyo¬ 
ming  region  were  advancing  down  the  river  against  a  settlement  of  Pennsylvanians 
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both  which  are  before  the  Congress ;  and  I  hope  such  Measures  will 
be  adopted  as  may  prevent  the  sad  Mischiefs  which  they  threaten 
Us  with. 

M.r  [William]  Goddard  hath  been  to  the  southward  and  estab¬ 
lished  Post  offices  and  Riders  quite  to  Georgia  and  D.r  Franklin  as 
he  comes  to  the  north  [to  confer  with  Washington]  will  establish 
proper  offices  that  Way. 

No  News  from  England  since  my  last:  The  Gen.n  of  Georgia  de¬ 
serve  the  Character  I  gave  you  of  them ;  they  are  some  of  the  high¬ 
est  Sons  of  Liberty  I  have  seen  and  are  very  sensible  and  clever,  M.r 
Wythe  and  M.r  Lee  of  Virginia  have  been  under  Enoculation  ever 
since  my  last,  [so]  that  I  can  say  no  more  of  them  than  I  did  then ; 
saving  that  unhappy  Jealousy26  of  New.  England  which  some  weak 
Minds  are  possessed  with,  great  Unanimity  prevails  in  Congress;  our 
Measures  are  more  spirited  and  I  believe  We  are  now  ready  to  go 
every  Length  to  secure  our  Liberties;  John  Adams  Letter  has  silenced 
those  [in  Congress]  who  opposed  every  decisive  Measure,27  but  the 
moderate  or  as  I  consider  them  the  Enemies  of  our  Cause  have  caused 
Copies  of  it  to  be  sent  throughout  the  Province  [of  Pennsylvania]  in 
Hopes  by  raising  the  Cry  of  Independence  to  throw  the  Friends  of 
Liberty  out  of  the  new  Assembly,  the  Choice  of  which  commences 
next  Monday;  but  I  believe  they  will  fail  and  that  the  House  will  be 
more  decisive  than  ever;  one  Comfort  We  have,  that  divine  Wisdom 
and  Goodness  often  bring  Good  out  of  ill ;  that  the  Issue  of  this  severe 
Contest  will  be  the  Establishment  of  our  Liberties  I  as  firmly  believe 
as  I  do  my  Existence,  for  I  never  can  think  God  brought  us  into  the 
Wilderness  to  perish  or  what  is  worse  to  become  Slaves  but  to  make 
us  a  great  and  free  People. 

If  You  have  any  kind  of  Intelligence  from  Quebec  let  Me  have 

at  Sunbury.  Journals  III,  268.  The  climax  came  in  December  1775,  when  five 
hundred  Pennsylvanians  advancing  on  the  Wyoming  settlement  were  repulsed 
with  a  loss  of  two  dead  and  several  wounded.  Force,  Archives,  V,  658-59. 

26 Jealousy  was  used  here,  as  often  in  the  eighteenth  century,  to  mean  suspicion. 
There  was  fear  in  Congress  that,  once  the  British  were  disposed  of,  New  England 
would  use  its  armies  against  other  colonies  that  they  might  differ  with  over 
boundaries  or  other  matters.  My  Washington  and  the  Revolution  .  .  .  (1940), 
107-09  and  113-14,  and  Greene’s  letter  of  October  16,  below,  104. 

27Adams’s  intercepted  letter  denouncing  John  Dickinson  and  others  in  Congress 
for  their  opposition  to  bold  measures.  Ward  proved  mistaken  as  to  the  silencing  of 
this  hesitant  group. 
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that  and  every  thing  else  in  your  next.  I  am  concerned  for  my  Son28 
least  the  severe  Fatigues  of  the  Expedition  should  overcome  him. 
God  bless  you  and  yours  my  dear  Bro.r  I  am  most  effectionately  your 

Sam  W  ard 

P.S.  The  Express  being  just  going  I  have  wrote  as  fast  as  I  could  and 
scarcely  know  what. 

M.r  Hopkins  and  Lady  are  very  well;  make  my  most  respectful 
Compliments  to  the  Dep.y  Gov.r  and  his  Family:  I  thought  the  rude 
Sketch  now  given  of  the  Sentiments  of  Congress  and  etc  would  not 
be  unacceptable  and  might  let  you  into  the  Principles  of  the  chief 
People. 

you’l  observe  I  have  wrote  principally  to  You,  and  [you  must]  com¬ 
municate  no  Parts  but  such  as  are  proper. 

*  *  -* 


Ward  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

American  Antiquarian  Society  “ Proceedings  N.  S XX XVI,  278-9. 

Philadelphia  5th  Oct.  1775 

I  laid  that  Part  of  your  Honors  Letter  relative  to  the  proposed  Voy¬ 
age29  and  your  first  Letter  upon  the  same  Subject  before  the  Comee 
of  Secresy  &  I  am  instructed  to  acquaint  you  That  they  approve  of 
the  Plan  and  in  Behalf  of  the  united  Colonies  agree  to  advance  a  suf¬ 
ficient  Sum  of  continental  Money  to  purchase  sixty  or  eighty  Tons  of 
good  Gun  Powder  as  suits  you  best,  to  run  the  Risque  of  the  Money 
&  Powder,  the  Persons  intrusted  behaving  with  Fidelity,  and  to  give 
the  same  Commissions  &  Freight  which  they  give  to  other  Persons  for 
the  like  Service  which  you  may  rely  upon  to  be  a  handsome  Com¬ 
pensation  for  the  Service :  The  money  shall  be  paid  to  your  Order  on 
Sight.  The  Committee  make  it  a  Rule  when  they  advance  Money 
to  take  good  Bonds  for  the  faithful  Performance  of  the  Contract  on 
the  Part  of  those  who  receive  it;  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  take 
such  Bonds  if  you  should  advance  the  Money  for  the  Voyage  until  we 
can  replace  it  with  continental  money;  the  Bonds  must  be  made  pay¬ 
able  to  Thomas  Willing,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Philip  Livingston,  John 
Alsop,  Silas  Dean,  John  Dickenson,  John  Langdon,  Thomas  McKean 

28The  division  of  Arnold’s  force  under  Colonel  Christopher  Greene,  in  which 
Samuel,  Jr.,  was  serving,  had  just  left  Fort  Western  on  the  upper  Kennebec  River 
in  Maine  for  the  gruelling  march  to  the  Chaudiere  flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence. 
Arnold  to  Washington,  September  25,  1775;  Sparks,  Correspondence  I,  46-49. 

29The  proposed  voyage  to  Bayonne  for  powder,  previously  commented  on. 
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&  Samuel  Ward  Esqrs3°  in  Trust  for  &  to  the  use  of  the  thirteen  united 
Colonies  in  North  America;  The  Condition  that  the  money  shall  be 
faithfully  laid  out  in  France  for  good  Gunpowder  upon  the  best 
Terms  &  delivered  to  the  above  Comee  for  the  use  of  the  sd  united 
Colonies  in  some  Part  of  the  Colonies  of  Rhode  island  or  Connecticut 
the  Danger  of  the  Seas  &  Enemies  excepted :  If  the  whole  Quantity 
of  Gun  Powder  cannot  be  got  the  Comee  would  have  as  much  Salt 
Petre  with  a  proportionate  Quantity  of  Sulphur  to  manufacture  with 
it  purchased  as  will  make  up  the  proposed  Quantity  of  Powder;  the 
Bonds  may  specify  that  &  also  that  if  the  Powder  Salt  Petre  &  Sulphur 
cannot  be  had  as  above  directed  that  the  Money  shall  be  returned 
to  the  Comee  abovesaid. 

The  Comee  would  have  waited  for  your  particular  Terms  upon 
which  the  Voyage  should  have  been  undertaken  but  thought  it  would 
occasion  a  Delay  of  several  Weeks  &  probably  frustrate  the  Voyage; 
they  therefore  directed  Me  to  propose  to  your  Honor  if  hard  money 
or  good  Bills  of  Exchange  can  be  got,  immediately  to  procure  the 
same  &  dispatch  the  Vessel  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  is  expected  that  Provisions  will  be  allowed  to  be  exported  to 
foreign  Countries  agreable  to  the  non  exportation  Agreement;  if  so 
the  Money  may  be  laid  out  here  in  flour  at  a  low  Rate. 

If  the  Voyage  cannot  be  undertaken  without  the  Moneys  being 
first  sent  from  hence  or  if  any  other  unforeseen  Event  retards  it  let 
Cap1  Hopkins  come  here  immediately  or  acquaint  us  with  it  in  any 
other  Way  &  every  thing  reasonable  on  our  Parts  shall  be  done  to  ex¬ 
pedite  the  Voyage.31  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  in  Behalf  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Secresy 

Sir 

Govr  Cooke  Your  most  obediant  humble  Servant 

Sam  Ward 

P.S.  This  Committee  will,  if  good  fire  arms  and  Gunlocks  are  to  be 
had  at  the  Place  proposed  to  go,  advance  the  money  for  two  thousand 
stands  of  good  Arms  and  five  thousand  double  bridled  Gunlocks. 
Nothing  of  this  matter  ought  to  transpire  save  to  those  concerned; 
if  these  last  articles  are  engaged  for;  the  Bonds  must  contain  the 
matter. 

3°The  nine  members  of  the  Secret  Committee;  Journals  II,  255. 

311  have  found  no  evidence  that  the  voyage  was  undertaken.  Both  Esek  Hopkins 
and  his  son,  John  Burroughs  Hopkins,  were  commissioned  officers  in  the  Con¬ 
tinental  navy  in  December  1775.  Journals  III,  443. 
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Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  5.th  Oct.r  1775 

Dear  Brother 

I  wrote  you  this  Morning  by  Post;  since  that  Time  I  have  seen  a 
Number  of  Letters  from  Gentlemen  of  Character  in  England  to  Doc¬ 
tor  Franklin;  the  Master  of  the  Ship  a  sensible  Man  (Bro.r  to  one  of 
the  Delegates  of  the  lower  Counties32  [Delaware] )  I  have  also  seen 
and  the  general  Tenor  of  all  the  Letters  and  the  Captain’s  Information 
is  that  the  Ministry  is  determined  at  all  Events  to  conquer  America.33 
The  Dr.  [Franklin]  being  asked  wheher  his  Intelligence  was  from 
Gent.”  who  had  frequently  corresponded  with  him  and  whether  their 
Advices  generally  were  found  true :  he  answered  that  it  was  generally 
good:  being  asked  whether  he  thought  they  were  sufficient  Founda¬ 
tion  for  America  to  proceed  upon  he  answered  He  thought  they  were 
and  that  We  ought  to  take  all  possible  Care  of  ourselves;  he  observed 
that  it  was  not  certain ;  for  that  upon  the  Arrival  of  the  Petition34  the 
Ministry  might  think  best  to  relax  a  little  but  it  was  by  no  means  to  be 
trusted  to,  We  ought  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst:  I  hope  every 
Measure  will  be  taken  to  put  the  Town  of  Providence  into  a  further 
State  of  Defence  and  every  Part  of  the  Colony  which  can  be  made 
tenable;  poor  Newport,  You  know,  I  have  long  been  concerned  for; 
I  wish  they  would  secure  all  their  most  valuable  Effects  in  the  Coun¬ 
try,  indeed  I  wish  the  Friends  of  their  Country  would  move  out  of 
Town  but  if  not  let  all  their  most  valuable  Effects  be  secured:  A 
Number  of  Men  of  War  are  coming  over,  Troops  are  to  be  sent  to 
New.  York  and  Virginia  to  be  under  the  Command  of  Gov.rs  Tryon 
and  Dunmore;35  they  propose  to  take  Possession  of  Albany  and  keep 
up  a  Communication  with  Canada  by  the  North  [Hudson]  River  and 
to  keep  Frigates  and  Cutters  in  the  east  River  [New  York]  and  all 

32Thomas  Read  (brother  of  George  Read,  a  delegate  from  Delaware)  whose 
life  is  sketched  in  W.  T.  Read,  Life  and  Correspondence  of  George  Read  (1870), 
69. 

33The  news  was  that  George  III  heartily  approved  the  determined  measures  of 
the  Ministry  against  the  colonies  and  that  16,000  Hessians  were  to  be  hired  as 
soon  as  Parliament  met;  Samuel  Adams  to  James  Warren,  October  7,  1775; 
Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  LXXII,  129. 

34Congress’s  second  Petition  to  the  King,  signed  July  8,  1775.  Journals  II, 
158-62. 

35\Villiam  Tryon  and  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  Governors  of  New  York  and  Vir¬ 
ginia,  respectively. 


96 


Correspondence  of  Governor  Samuel  Ward 

along  the  Coast :  I  may  write  again  possibly  but  must  conclude  for 
I  am  greatly  fatigued  having  been  writing  ever  since  Light  save  while 
at  Breakfast  or  in  Congress.  Once  more  my  dear  Bro.r  adieu,  yours 
most  affec.y  Sam  Ward 

P.S.  This  News  will  have  a  more  happy  Effect  for  they  will  in¬ 
duce  the  most  spirited  Measures:  I  wish  this  Letter  may  be  com¬ 
municated  saving  D.r  Franklins  Name  and  the  Captain  being  Bro.r 
and  etc  which  I  would  have  communicated  to  no  Person  whatever. 
I  wish  the  People  of  Newport  may  know  my  Sentiments  but  have  not 
Time  to  write. 

superscription:  To  Henry  Ward 

Providence 

nothing  of  this  to  be  printed 

*  *  -x- 

Hopkins  and  Ward  to  Gov .  Cooke 

Original  in  Peck  Papers ,  111,  47,  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  9.th  Oct.r  1775 

By  a  Number  of  Letters  from  England  and  the  public  Papers  it 
clearly  appears  that  Administration  is  determined  upon  the  most  san¬ 
guinary  and  violeant  Measures.  We  ought  to  be  prepared  for  the 
worst.  The  Town  of  Providence  We  hope  is  secure;  if  not  We  would 
advise  to  such  additional  works  as  the  Fall  will  admit  and  Necessity 
requires;  the  People  in  Newport  We  hope  have  secured  their  best 
Effects  in  Places  of  Safety.  We  think  indeed  that  it  would  be  for 
theirs  and  their  Country’s  Interest  that  they  should  abandon  the 
Town.  We  are  afraid  (like  the  unhappy  People  of  Boston)  that  they 
will  stay  too  long : 36  We  doubt  not  but  your  best  Endeavours  will  be 
used  to  secure  as  much  as  possible  every  Part  of  the  Colony. 

The  ministry  depends  much  upon  Canada ;  their  Plan  by  the  best 
Intelligence  is  to  take  Possession  of  New  York,  Hudsons  River  and 
Albany,  keep  open  a  Communication  with  Canada,  cut  off  all  Inter¬ 
course  between  New.  England  and  the  other  Colonies,  sett  the  Cana¬ 
dians  and  Indians  upon  our  Frontiers  and  arm  all  our  domestic 
Enemies  against  Us;  Gov.r  Martin37  and  Lord  Dunmore  have  been 

36General  Gage,  after  inducing  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  who  stayed  on  after 
April  19,  to  surrender  their  arms  on  the  promise  they  could  leave  Boston  with 
their  “effects,”  later  (under  pressure  from  the  Tories)  construed  effects  to  mean 
exclusively  personal  effects.  Gage  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  May  13,  1775,  Garter, 
Gage  I,  397-98  and  French,  First  Year,  124-25,  728-29. 

37Josiah  Martin,  Governor  of  North  Carolina. 
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indefatigable  this  last  Way  and  Lord  W.m  Campbell,  Gov.r  of  S°. 
Carolina,38  being  suspected  of  such  Intentions  Pledge  his  Word  and 
Honor  that  there  was  not  a  Word  of  Truth  in  the  Charge,  since 
which  they  have  the  fullest  Proof  of  his  Guilt.  He  hath  taken  Shelter 
on  board  a  Man  of  War  with  one  of  his  Agents;  the  People  are  in 
Pursuit  of  the  others.  Things  grow  daily  more  serious.  Our  Enemies 
are  making  their  greatest  Efforts;  let  not  this  discourage  but  animate 
Us  to  double  our  Vigilance  and  exert  every  Nerve  in  the  Service  of 
our  Country. 

Upon  Motion  that  it  should  be  recommended  to  the  Convention 
of  Virginia  to  arrest  and  secure  Lord  Dunmore  a  general  Resolution 
was  come  into  a  Copy  of  which  is  inclosed.  This  as  to  our  Colony  is 
a  Matter  of  great  Delicacy  especially  in  Newport;  some  Letters  advise 
to  the  seizing  all  Gov.rs  and  crown  officers  on  the  Continent  as  the 
surest  W ay  to  preserve  our  maritime  Towns;  whether  such  a  Measure 
would  have  that  happy  Effect  or  precipitate  an  Attack  upon  them 
You  who  are  upon  the  Spot  and  well  acquainted  with  the  State  of 
the  Colony  in  all  Respects  can  best  determine.  New  hampshire  some 
time  since  siezed  the  Money  in  the  public  Treasury.  She  has  lately 
disarmed  all  the  Tories  and  crown  Officers,  Connecticut  disarmed 
two  whole  Towns,  other  Colonies  have  siezed  public  Money’s  and 
applied  them  to  provincial  Uses;  We  are  clear  that  such  Measures 
when  necessary  for  the  public  Safety  are  perfectly  justifiable;  as  to 
this  particular  Matter  W e  submit  it  wholly  to  your  Honor  only  sug¬ 
gesting  whether  it  will  not  be  best  to  keep  the  inclosed  matter  secret 
save  from  a  few  trusy  Friends  until  the  next  Assembly,  and  then  com¬ 
municate  it  under  the  strongest  Injunctions  of  Secresy  that  our  En¬ 
emies  may  get  no  Knowledge  of  it  and  that  such  Measures  may  be 
taken  as  the  public  Safety  shall  require.  May  infinite  Wisdom  direct 
and  prosper  all  your  Councils. 

By  Letters  from  Gen.1  Schuyler  of  19.th  Sep.r  We  are  informed 
that  the  American  Troops  had  surrounded  S.4  Johns  and  cut  off  the 
Enemies  Communication  with  Montreal;  before  this  Time  We  hope 
they  are  in  Possession  of  both,  for  as  our  People  are  joined  by  the 
Canadians  they  will  have  nobody  to  contend  with  but  the  few  Reg¬ 
ulars  in  that  County;  by  these  happy  Acquisitions  to  which  We  hope 

38Campbell,  a  younger  son  of  the  politically  powerful  fourth  Duke  of  Argyll  and 
husband  of  Sarah  Izard  of  South  Carolina,  had  arrived  in  Charleston  only  the 
preceding  June  as  Governor  of  the  colony. 
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Quebec  will  be  soon  added  W e  shall  altogether  disappoint  the  most 
favourite  Plan  of  the  Ministry. 

We  are,  with  great  Regard  Sir  your  most  obedient  hble  Servants 

Step  Hopkins  Sam:  Ward 

By  other  Letters  by  express  from  S.*  John’s  of  the  24  Sept  we  are 
informed  our  Troops  were  Masters  of  Chamblee,  began  to  play  on 
S.*  John’s  and  in  two  Days  expected  to  be  in  possession  of  it,39  many 
Canadians  having  then  joined  them,  and  our  Success  seemed  to  be 
certain  in  that  Quarter. 

S.  Hopkins 

To  Governor  Cooke 


*  *  * 


Gov.  Cooke  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

Original  in  the  Cooke  Papers,  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Providence,  Oct°.  10th.  1775. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  just  received  a  Letter  by  Express  from  Mr.  President  Ham 
cock  with  Orders  to  dispatch  our  armed  Vessels40  to  intercept  Two 
Brig’s  from  England  to  Quebec.  Our  large  Vessel  is  upon  a  voyage 
to  Bermuda41  and  the  small  One  is  unfit  for  the  Service. 

I  have  given  Information  of  this  to  Genel.  Washington  and  Gov. 
Trumbull  that  they  may  not  make  any  Reliance  upon  our  assisting  in 
this  important  Expedition.  I  have  strongly  recommended  to  the  lat¬ 
ter  to  employ  their  Colony  Brig[antin]e  which  is  fitted  and  mounts 
14  Carriage  Guns  in  this  Enterprise.42  I  am  not  without  Hopes  how- 


39These  letters  were  too  sanguine.  The  British  garrison  at  St.  John’s,  Canada 
on  the  Sorel  or  Richelieu  river  (flowing  from  Lake  Champlain  into  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence)  held  out  until  November  2,  thus  contributing  materially  to  the  successful 
British  defence  of  Quebec. 

40At  its  first  session  in  June  1775,  the  Rhode  Island  legislature  authorized 
establishment  of  a  colonial  navy  consisting  of  two  vessels  to  be  chartered,  armed, 
and  manned  by  up  to  eighty  men  and  thirty  men,  respectively,  Abraham  Whipple 
to  be  “commander,  with  the  rank  and  power  of  commodore  of  both  vessels.” 
R.  I.  Records  VII,  346-7. 

41This  voyage  was  fruitless  because  another  American  vessel  had  anticipated 
Whipple,  having,  on  August  14,  seized  the  powder.  Governor  George  James 
Bruere  of  Bermuda  to  General  Gage,  August  28,  1775;  Gage  Papers,  Clements 
Library,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  Gov.  Cooke  to  Washington,  September  15  and 
October  25,  1775;  Force,  Archives  III,  718,  1181. 

42The  Connecticut  brig  Minerva,  Captain  Giles  Hall,  commander,  was  ordered 
to  intercept  the  vessels  bound  for  Quebec;  but  most  of  her  crew  “refused  .  .  to 
perform  the  cruise.”  Minutes  of  Connecticut  Council  of  Safety,  October  9,  1775; 
Royal  R.  Hinman,  A  Historical  Collection  Concerning  .  .  .  Connecticut  During 
the  War  of  the  Revolution,  (1842),  335.  Washington  then  ordered  Captains 
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ever  that  the  large  Sloop  will  return  in  a  Day  or  Two;  in  which  Case 
I  shall  have  her  immediately  cleaned  and  dispatch  her.  I  am  Gents. 

Your  most  hble  Servt.  Nicho  Cooke 

P.S.  A  great  Number  of  Guns  have  been  fired  down  the  River  this 
Morning.  It  is  feared  they  are  fired  upon  Newport.43 

S.  Hopkins  and  S.  Ward,  Esqrs. 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  ll.thOct.r  1775 

Dear  Brother 

I  received  yours  of  3.rd  ins.*  and  very  readily  allow  it  to  ballance 
our  literary  Acc.ts  to  that  time. 

D.r  Church,  Who  could  have  thought  or  even  suspected  it,  a  Man 
who  seemed  to  be  all  Animation  in  the  Cause  of  his  Country,  highly 
connected,  employed  in  several  very  honorable  and  lucrative  Depart¬ 
ments,  and  in  full  Possession  of  the  Confidence  of  his  Country,  what 
a  Complication  of  Madness  and  Wickedness  must  a  Soul  be  filled 
with  to  be  capable  of  such  Perfidy,  what  Punishment  can  equal  such 
horrid  Crimes;  I  communicated  the  affair  to  the  Massachusetts  Dele¬ 
gates;  They  could  hardly  conceive  it  possible.44  They  soon  after  rec.d 
some  Acc.*  of  the  Matter  themselves;  a  Letter  from  M.r  Secry  Read45 
says  upon  searching  his  Papers  nothing  amiss  was  found  in  them; 
his  Friends  from  thence  would  infer  his  Innocence;46  he  pretends  that 

Nicholson  Broughton  and  John  Selman  in  command  of  the  Lynch  and  Franklin , 
commissioned  to  cruise  between  Cape  Cod  and  Cape  Ann,  to  intercept  the  British 
vessels.  The  vessels  were  not  caught.  Washington  to  Congress,  October  12  and 
December  7,  1775.  Washington  IV,  23,  152. 

43There  is  no  evidence  that  Newport  or  any  other  near-by  town  was  bombarded 
on  October  10.  The  bombardment  of  Bristol  occurred  on  October  7.  Force 
Archives  III,  990-91. 

44Similar  information  concerning  a  cipher  letter  intercepted  by  the  patriots  at 
Newport  was  contained  in  a  letter  of  September  26,  1775,  from  Henry  Ward  to 
Washington;  Jared  Sparks,  The  Writings  of  George  Washington  (1834)  III, 
503-04. 

45Joseph  Reed,  an  able  lawyer  of  Philadelphia,  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  militia,  and  Washington’s  military  secretary. 

46Dr.  Benjamin  Church,  who  had  long  been  one  of  the  patriot  leaders  in  Boston, 
admitted  having  written  the  letter,  but  asserted  his  purpose  was  to  deceive,  not  to 
aid  the  British.  Allen  French  has  established  from  the  Gage  Papers  that  Church, 
whose  wife  was  English,  acted  as  a  British  spy.  French,  General  Gage’s  Informers, 
147-97. 
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the  Letters  sent  through  [Captain  James]  Wallace  were  wrote  to  his 
Bro.r  in  Law  Fleming47  (late  Partner  with  Mein)  and  contained 
Acc.ts  favourable  to  our  Cause ;  such  Letters  as  these  might  have  been 
sent  in  every  Week  without  Interruption;  of  course  there  could  be 
no  Occasion  for  that  expensive  roundabout  and  suspicious  Way 
of  Conveyance  which  he  took;  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  circum¬ 
stantial  Ace.4  of  the  Matter  as  it  throws  Light  on  the  Subject:  How 
happy  it  is  that  He  is  discovered  before  he  had  done  us  any  consider¬ 
able  Mischief.  The  greatest  that  I  am  apprehensive  of  is  that  it  may 
induce  Suspicions  and  lessen  that  Confidence  which  is  necessary  to 
a  cordial  Union  and  our  mutual  Support;  this  ought  carefully  to  be 
guarded  against  as  fatal,  and  at  the  same  Time  the  utmost  Vigilance 
is  necessary  least  we  should  be  betrayed. 

Our  Letter  to  Gov.r  Cooke  and  my  last  to  You  contain  most  of  the 
News,  but  since  those  I  have  seen  one  Letter  from  a  faithful  and  very 
sensible  Friend  in  England  which  gives  us  a  most  minute  Acc.4  of 
affairs.  The  King,  says  He,  who  out  does  Lord  Mansfield48  him¬ 
self  in  Dissimulation  and  Lust  of  Power  is  at  the  Head  of  the  vio¬ 
lent  Measures  pursued  and  planning;  Councils  are  frequently 
called,  various  Conclusions  formed  but  all  agreeing  in  this  to  make 

an  absolute  Conquest  of  America,  the  K - hath  himself  prevailed 

on  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst49  to  come  over  next  Spring,  has  engaged  him 
a  Reinforcement  of  20000  Men,  2000  of  them  Highlanders,  3000 
Roman  Catholics  the  remaining  15000  to  be  Hanoverians  and  Hes¬ 
sians;  the  Plan  of  Operations  much  the  same  as  in  our  Letter  to 
Gov.r  Cooke;  after  giving  Us  a  very  full  Acc.4  of  the  Intentions  of  the 
Enemy  Our  Friend  in  a  most  masterly  Manner  points  out  many  very 
important  Measures  for  our  Defence,50  some  of  which  the  Congress 
have  already  taken,  the  rest  they  will  soon  adopt  I  believe;  some  of 

47John  Fleming  and  John  Mein,  a  Scotch  bookseller  and  painter  of  Boston, 
publishers  of  the  ardent  Tory  newspaper,  The  Boston  Chronicle,  from  1767  to 
1770.  As  to  Mein,  the  outstanding  figure  of  the  two:  see  Arthur  M.  Schlesinger, 
“Propaganda  and  the  Boston  Newspaper  Press  1767-1770,”  Colonial  Society  of 
Massachusetts,  Publications  (1937),  XXXII,  411-16. 

48William  Murray,  Baron  Mansfield,  Chief-Justice  of  the  King’s  Bench. 

49There  is  no  evidence  that  the  King  asked  Amherst  (who  was  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  British  forces  in  North  America  during  the  latter  years  of  the  French 
and  Indian  War)  to  come  to  America  at  this  time,  and  he  certainly  did  not  come. 
In  1778  he  was  asked  and  refused  —  though  not  out  of  love  for  the  Americans. 
John  C.  Long,  Lord  Jeffery  Amherst  (1933),  237-41. 

^Presumably  the  letter  of  August  17,  1775,  published  in  part  in  Force,  Archives 
III,  148,  probably  from  Arthur  Lee  of  Virginia,  who  was  in  London. 
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them  are  of  such  a  Nature  I  dont  chuse  to  commit  them  to  paper: 
The  constant  training  of  Militia  is  one  thing  recommended,  another 
is  that  all  the  valuable  Goods  should  be  removed  from  Rhodeisland 
least  the  Town  should  be  surprized  as  Boston  was;  I  hope  this  Senti¬ 
ment  from  One  in  England  who  has  the  best  Means  of  information 
will  add  such  Weight  to  my  frequent  Applications  upon  that  Subject 
as  may  secure  every  thing  which  it  is  in  their  Power  to  remove  or 
defend :  The  People  of  New.  York  have  moved  and  are  daily  moving 
their  Families  and  most  valuable  Effects  into  the  Country.  A  very 
strong  Fortification  is  building  on  the  Highlands  about  45  Miles 
above  New.  York51  which  it  is  said  will  effectually  command  the 
north  [Hudson]  River,  two  Battalions  are  ordered  by  Congress  to  be 
immediately  raised  in  the  Jersey’s  for  the  Defence  of  that  Post  and 
the  neighbouring  Coast;  in  one  Word  all  Hopes  of  a  speedy  Recon¬ 
ciliation  are  given  over  and  We  unanimously  determine  to  push  the 
War  with  the  greatest  Vigor. 

We  rec.d  Gov.r  Cooke’s  Letter  of  the  3.d  and  if  any  thing  new  turns 
up  to  Day  We  shall  write  by  the  Post;  if  not,  We  shall  omit  it  for  I 
am  almost  worn  out  with  Attention;  I  am  upon  a  standing  Com.ee 
of  Claims02  which  meets  every  Morning  before  Congress;  and  upon 
the  secret  Com.ee  which  meets  almost  every  afternoon,  these  with  a 
close  Attendance  upon  Congress  and  writing  many  Letters  make  my 
Duty  very  hard ;  And  I  cannot  get  time  to  ride  or  take  other  Exercise 
but  I  hope  the  Business  will  not  be  so  pressing  very  long:  My  affec¬ 
tionate  Regards  to  our  Friends;  May  God  preserve  them  all.  I  am 
Most  affectionately  yours  Sam  Ward 

P.S.  that  Bundle  and  Letter  for  Nancy  you  will  please  to  take  Care 
of  and  forward  as  directed. 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  his  daughter  Anna. 
Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 


,,  ,  Philadelphia  12.th  Oct.r  1775 

My  dearest  JNancy  r 

Your  Letter  I  rec.d  with  Pleasure.  I  hope  a  Return  of  Happiness 

may  soon  enable  You  to  write  Me  one  still  more  agreable,  until  then 


51At  West  Point.  The  works  are  described  in  a  letter  of  November  23,  1775, 
from  a  Committee  of  Inspection  to  the  President  of  Congress.  Force,  Archives 
III,  1657-58. 

520n  September  25,  1775,  a  “Committee  of  accounts  or  claims  ...  of  one  mem¬ 
ber  from  each  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  whom  all  accounts  against  the  Continent 
are  to  be  referred”  was  chosen,  of  which  Ward  was  the  Rhode  Island  member. 
Journals  III,  262. 
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or  however  Divine  Providence  may  suffer  this  Matter  to  terminate 
while  I  think  of  any  thing  sublunary  with  Satisfaction  I  shall  ever 
think  [of]  You  with  the  greatest  affection  Esteem  and  Delight;  the 
fairest  Flower  sometimes  fades  the  soonest,  Recollection  restores  to 
Us  the  Pleasures  they  gave  Us  when  expanded  in  all  their  blooming 
or  full  blown  Beauties,  the  Mind  reluctantly  parts  with  its  most  en¬ 
dearing  Objects.  I  shall  recollect  ever  with  Pleasure  the  softness 
sweetness  and  amiableness  of  your  Disposition,  your  Sincerity  of  Soul 
and  unbounded  Benevolence  your  dutiful  Behaviour  to  your  Parents 
and  your  affect [ionate]  Regard  for  your  Bro.s  and  Sisters.  Oh  Thou 
eternal  Fountain  of  Good  suffer  not  so  many  Virtues  to  be  lost  to  Us, 
restore  Health  of  Body  and  Chearfulness  with  encreased  Vigor  of 
Mind,  put  Joy  and  Gladness  into  the  Heart  of  my  lovely  Child  make 
her  again  easy  and  happy  to  herself  and  a  Blessing  to  all  her  Connec¬ 
tions  and  do  thou  my  dear  Daughter  not  only  join  Me  heartily  in  this 
short  Ejaculation  but  do  every  thing  you  can  to  recover  your  Health; 
read,  ride,  be  fond  of  Comp.7,  do  as  much  Business  as  you  can,  think 
of  your  Country,  and  in  short  take  every  lawful  Method  to  divert 
your  Mind  from  Objects  that  give  you  Pain;  the  Eye  if  continually 
fixed  upon  one  Object  would  soon  be  in  Pain  and  finally  loose  its 
whole  Powers  of  Sight ;  it  is  just  so  with  the  Mind,  a  thousand  different 
Objects  are  necessary  to  her  Happiness  and  even  Amusement.  May 
God  my  dearest  be  with  and  prosper  you :  Remember  Me  to  all  my 
Family.  I  shall  write  again  in  a  Day  or  two,  and  for  your  Aunt  Mar- 
chant’s  Comfort  will  give  her  all  the  News:  Time  will  not  allow  it 
now  Adieu  My  dear  Nancy  Your  very  affec.e  Father 

Sam  Ward 

superscription:  To  Miss  Nancy  Ward 
Sam.1  Ward  Westerly 

Philadelphia 

*  *  * 

Gen.  Greene  to  Ward. 

Original  at  William  L.  Clements  Library,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Prospect  Hill,53  October  16th,  1775 

Your  favor  of  the  24  of  Sept  and  the  2d  of  Octo  came  safe  to  hand 
—  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  the  Troops  from  Rhode 
Island  stand  stand  as  high  in  the  publick  esteem  as  the  Troops  of  the 

S3Between  Cambridge  and  Charlestown  Peninsula,  the  center  of  the  left  wing  of 
the  American  army  under  Major-General  Charles  Lee. 
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Neighboring  Colonies  —  I  have  spard  no  pains  Night  or  Day  to  teach 
them  their  duty,  how  far  I  have  succeeded  I  leave  to  his  Excellency 
to  say  —  Colo  Varnum  &  Col  Hitchcock  are  good  Disciplinarians  but 
Colo  Church54  knows  nothing  about  it,  nor  never  will;  Major  [Henry] 
Sherburne  is  the  only  Field  Officer  in  that  Regiment  that  understands 
the  outlines  of  his  duty;  to  him  the  Regiment  are  indebted  for  all  their 
knowledge,  which  is  far  short  of  the  other  two  Regiments  — 

The  Complaints  of  The  Committee  of  safety  of  our  Colony  against 
Mr.  Trumbull53  are  not  well  founded;  he  has  always  offerd  either 
Mr  Phillips  or  the  Committee  to  furnish  their  full  proportion  for  our 
Troops.  But  they  must  turn  it  into  the  Stores  through  the  Contractor 
he  had  appointed  for  the  whole  Army  —  and  he  to  answer  for  what 
ever  was  turnd  in  at  the  same  Rate  as  the  other  Colonies  were  allowed ; 
this  I  told  them  and  desird  they  would  undertake  it.  But  the  loss  of 
the  Commision  for  paying  the  Soldiers  their  W ages  was  the  principal 
grievance  notwithstanding  they  complained  against  Mr.  Trumbull5r’ 
—  Who  I  have  not  seen  since  the  receipt  of  your  first  Letter  —  he  has 
been  gone  to  Conecticut  ever  since  and  is  Expected  back  every  Day. 
As  soon  as  he  arrives  I  purpose  to  lay  the  matter  before  him  And 
doubt  not  of  accomodating  it  to  the  Colony  satisfaction. 

With  regard  to  paying  the  Troops  part  of  their  Wages  and  the 
Committee  part,  it  will  be  productive  of  a  multitude  of  Incon¬ 
veniences —  The  Colonels  can  retain  part  of  their  Wages,  for  their 
families  at  home;  the  People  may  give  Orders  to  those  that  supplies 
their  families  to  receive  it.  This  will  give  less  Dissatisfaction  and 
Answer  every  salutary  purpose  —  A  man  from  each  Town  or  County 
may  under  take  to  supply  the  families  of  those  that  are  engaged  in 
the  Army.  The  Colo  are  the  best  Judges  of  the  prudence  and  good 
Oeconomy  of  his  Soldiers;  those  that  behaves  well,  and  makes  a  pru¬ 
dent  use  of  their  money  dont  want  any  agent;  for  they’l  receive 
Monthly  payments  and  such  parts  as  they  can  spare  for  the  supports 

54James  Mitchell  Varnum,  Daniel  Hitchcock,  and  Thomas  Church,  colonels  of 
the  regiments  investing  Boston,  formerly  constituting  the  Rhode  Island  Army  of 
Observation,  now  the  12th,  14th,  and  15th  on  the  Continental  establishment. 
Force,  Archives  III,  1165-66. 

S5Joseph  Trumbull  of  Connecticut,  appointed  “commissary  general  of  stores 
and  provisions  for  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies,”  July  19,  1775.  Journals  II, 
190. 

56Apparently  Greene  thought  Peter  Phillips,  Commissary  for  the  Rhode  Island 
troops,  and  the  Rhode  Island  Committee  of  Safety  were  contesting  the  regulations 
established  by  Congress  and  Washington  because  these  reduced  the  Rhode  Islan¬ 
ders’  profits  from  office. 
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of  their  families  can  easily  be  conveyed  home  —  As  the  Troops  are 
considered  Continental  and  not  Colonial,  there  must  be  some  sys¬ 
tematical  plan  for  the  payment  without  any  reference  to  any  par¬ 
ticular  Colonies  —  otherwise  they  will  be  partly  Continental  and 
partly  Colonial  —  His  Excellency  [Washington]  has  a  great  desire 
to  Banish  every  Idea  of  Local  Attachments  —  It  is  next  to  impossible 
to  unhinge  the  prejudices  that  People  have  for  places  and  things  they 
have  had  a  long  connexion  with  —  But  the  fewer  of  those  Local 
Attachments  discovers  themselves  in  our  plan  for  establishing  the 
Army  the  more  satisfactory  it  must  be  to  the  Southern  Gentry;  for 
my  own  part  I  feel  the  cause  and  not  the  place ;  I  would  as  soon  go  to 
Virginia  as  stay  here  —  I  can  assure  the  Gentlemen  to  the  Southward 
that  there  could  not  be  anything  more  abhorrent  proposed  than  a 
Union  of  these  Colonies  for  the  purpose  of  Conquering  the  Southern 
Colonies  — 57 

The  pay  and  provision  of  the  Troops  cannot  be  lowered  at  present; 
they  do  not  feel  themselves  under  A  necessity  to  enter  the  service  for 
the  support  of  themselves  and  families,  and  therefore  would  refuse  to 
reinlist  again ;  that  might  produce  a  recess  at  the  termination  of  their 
present  Enlistments  which  might  be  dangerous  to  the  Liberties  of 
America  —  At  some  future  period  when  the  people  are  Obligd  to 
resort  to  the  Army  for  employment  such  A  measure  may  be  prudent 
and  practical  —  But  by  no  means  at  present  —  We  are  in  the  infancy 
of  the  dispute  and  it  is  too  early  to  Alarm  the  Peoples  fears  —  Should 
they  grow  Jealous  [suspicious]  of  the  Justice  of  the  Continental  Con¬ 
gresses  intention,  it  might  greatly  injure  the  service  —  The  Officers 
pay  are  too  low,  but  its  a  matter  of  some  doubt  if  they  were  to  be 
raised  equal  to  their  desert  whether  it  would  not  rather  Prejudice 
than  Benfit  the  service  —  However  if  they  were  to  be  rais’d  About 
one  Eight  part  I  think  it  would  Answer  very  good  purposes  —  I  am 
in  hopes  great  part  of  the  Troops  will  engage  in  the  service  again. 
There  is  no  Objection  made  to  entering  into  the  Continental  pay  and 
service,  The  Troops  in  General  will  as  chearfully  enter  into  the  Con¬ 
tinents  service  as  the  Colonies  to  serve  till  a  [blank]  period  — • 

S7Judge  Jared  Ingersoll,  a  Connecticut  man  living  in  Philadelphia,  warned  his 
nephew  in  March  1774  that  the  claims  advanced  by  New  Englanders  to  land  in 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  were  causing  “people  here  ...  to  Consider  the 
Northern  New  England  men  as  a  Set  of  Goths  and  Vandals  who  may  one  day 
overun  these  several  Colonies.”  New  Haven  Historical  Society  Papers  (1918) 
IX,  446. 
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The  Committee  from  the  Congress  Arrivd  last  Evening  &  I  had 
the  honnor  to  be  introduced  to  that  very  great  Man  M.r  Franklin 
whom  I  viewd  with  silent  Admiration  during  the  whole  Evening  — 
“Attention  watched  his  Lips  and  Conviction  closd  his  periods;” 
Colonel  Harris[on]  is  a  very  facetious  good  humourd  sensible  spirited 
Gentleman  —  he  appears  to  be  calculated  for  Military  employment ; 
M.r  Lynch  was  much  fatigued  and  said  but  little ;  but  appeard  sen¬ 
sible  in  his  inquiries  and  Observations  —  You  may  depend  upon  our 
paying  the  Gentlemen  every  mark  of  Respect  and  Attention,  during 
their  stay. 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  hear  from  your  Son  Sammy  the  26th  of  Sept; 
he  was  at  Fort  Weston,  just  going  to  set  off  on  their  Journey,  All  in 
health  and  good  spirits  —  I  had  the  same  Apprehensions  with  regard 
to  Sammy  health  and  strength  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  such  a  Cam¬ 
paign  as  you  —  I  advisd  him  to  decline  it  But  the  heat  of  Youth 
And  the  thirst  for  Glory  surmounted  every  Obstacle  and  renderd 
Reasoning  Vain  and  persuasion  fruitless  —  Colonel  Christopher 
Greene  is  gone  with  him,  his  going  made  me  the  more  readily  consent 
to  your  Sons  going  —  I  gave  the  Colonel  A  particular  charge  to  lend 
him  a  helping  hand  in  every  case  of  difficulty  and  the  Col  promised 
his  aid  and  Assistance  should  not  be  wanting.  By  several  Letters 
from  Quebeck  things  wear  a  promising  Appearance  —  If  the  Ex¬ 
pedition  succeeds,  And  we  get  Possession  of  Canada,  We  shall  effec¬ 
tually  Shut  the  back  Door  against  them  —  And  I  make  no  doubt  of 
keeping  them  from  entering  the  Country  at  the  front  Door 

We  have  several  Cutters  cruising  about  Boston  Bay  and  more  fix¬ 
ing  out  dayly  —  I  have  man'd  one  with  the  Rhode  Island  entirely  — 
Commanded  by  Capt  Martindale58  —  There  has  several  Captures 
been  taken  —  One  Transport  from  England  loaded  with  flour.  She 
had  2,000  Barrels  on  Board. 

The  Troops  in  Boston  are  very  still  and  have  been  for  some  time. 
They  have  not  fired  a  Shot  for  above  a  week  past  —  They  are  tak¬ 
ing  down  A  number  of  houses  at  the  South  end  of  Boston  near  the 
Hay  Market  and  diging  a  Deep  Ditch  ACross  the  neck  from  one 
Water  to  the  other  —  They  are  also  framing  three  large  Block  Houses 

58  Captain  Sion  Martindale,  a  captain  in  the  regiment  of  Newport  and  Bristol, 
commissioned  by  Washington  on  October  8  as  commander  of  the  brig  Washington, 
was  captured  in  December,  1775.  Washington  IV,  162.  His  captured  commis¬ 
sion  is  published  in  G.  R.  Barnes  and  J.  H.  Owen,  The  Private  Papers  of  John , 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  I,  99-102. 
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for  Barracks;  they  are  calculated  to  hold  a  thousand  Men  who  are 
to  be  regularly  relieved  once  a  Week. 

We  are  building  Barracks  for  our  Troops  and  are  in  hope  to  get 
them  all  under  cover  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  at  most  —  if  we 
can  get  [illegible]  they  will  be  comfortably  provided  for  —  You  may 
depend  upon  my  influence  to  Obtain  Charles  a  Commision  upon  the 
New  establishment.59 


*  *  * 


Ward  to  his  daughter  Mary. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  19.th  Oct.r  1775 

My  dearest  Polly 

I  have  the  Pleasure  of  your  Letter  of  1 1  .th  and  am  thankf ull  that 
you  are  all  tolerably  well  and  free  from  the  sad  Distresses  which  in¬ 
volve  the  maritime  towns;  the  poor  people  of  Newport  I  believe  wish 
they  had  seasonably  taken  my  advice  and  secured  their  Effects  in  the 
Country  and  abandoned  the  Town;60  Gov.r  Cooke  has  done  every 
thing  in  his  Power  for  the  common  Defence ;  it  is  vastly  happy  that 
Sessions61  resigned  and  We  have  the  Place  filled  with  so  good  a  Man 
as  M.r  Cook;  I  wish  you  could  have  wrote  Me  more  particularly  how 
Hunter62  and  others  escaped  and  who  they  are  that  have  openly  taken 
that  detestable  Part;  the  most  particular  Acc.1  of  every  thing  of  public 
Importance  as  well  as  of  the  State  of  the  Family  I  shall  always  be 
glad  of. 

Before  this  I  imagine  you  must  have  rec.d  several  other  Letters  for 
I  have  wrote  by  Post  and  otherwise  not  less  than  five  or  six  to  some 
of  You ;  As  to  the  Cheese  you  have  got  from  Blockisland  you  must  get 


59Ward’s  son  Charles  was  an  enlisted  man.  The  “New  establishment”  refers  to 
a  plan  for  reorganizing  the  army  as  of  January  1,  1776,  so  that  strength  of  regi¬ 
ments  and  companies,  period  of  enlistment,  number  of  officers,  etc.  in  the  Con¬ 
tinental  army  would  be  uniform.  The  plan  was  adopted  November  4,  1775. 
Journals  III,  321-22. 

60The  perplexities  of  the  residents  of  Newport  from  July  through  October  1775 
are  described  in  Roelker  and  Collins,  “Patrol,”  R.  I.  History ,  IX,  1 1-23. 

61Former  Deputy  Governor,  Darius  Sessions,  who  declined  to  accept  office 
though  re-elected  in  May  1775.  On  or  about  October  31,  1775  he  submitted  a 
memorial  expressing  regret  for  having  opposed  establishment  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Army  of  Observation  and  was  formally  received  into  the  Assembly’s  “favor  and 
friendship.”  R.  I.  Records  VII,  593. 

62Dr.  William  Hunter,  Scotch  born  surgeon  of  Newport.  George  C.  Mason, 
Annals  of  Trinity  Church  (Newport,  1890),  120.  See  General  Greene’s  letter  to 
Ward  of  December  31,  below,  and  R.  I.  Records  VII,  593,  concerning  Hunter’s 
toryism  and  banishment  from  Newport. 
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it  home  and  take  good  Care  of  it  until  you  can  sell  it,  Thompson’s 
and  Blevins  I  would  weigh  and  mark  carefully  and  let  them  take  good 
Care  of  it  until  you  can  sell  it ;  some  Market  may  present  at  Stoning- 
ton  Harbor  or  your  Uncle  or  Bro.r  Greene  may  help  you  to  one;  in 
the  mean  time  see  that  it  is  well  saved;  keep  Plenty  of  the  best  for 
ourselves:  my  last  was  to  Debby;  I  mention’d  the  hogs  and  many 
other  things  in  it;  you  must  lay  in  2500lb-  of  Pork,  either  buy  hogs 
and  fat  or  engage  good  Pork  enough  to  make  up  with  what  you  fat 
yourselves;  that  Quantity,  if  it  be  possible  to  do  it  without  Cash  you 
will,  if  not  you  must  give  it. 

I  would  not  sell  any  more  Wheat  at  5/3;  indeed  I  dont  think  you 
ought  to  sell  any  at  all  unless  you  have  taken  in  some  Quantity,  for 
your  Family  is  large  and  may  be  larger  for  if  any  of  our  worthy  dis¬ 
tressed  Friends  should  seek  Shelter  with  You  I  would  receive  them 
kindly  at  a  reasonable  Rate:  I  want  to  know  what  has  become  of 
the  Freebodys  your  Aunt  Vernon63  and  other  particular  Connect. s 

It  is  high  Time  your  Harvest  was  in  the  way  we  used  to  do;  dig 
Potatoes  a  Day’s  and  husk  a  load  at  Night  is  the  best  Way  but  you 
must  do  the  best  you  can  My  dear;  after  Harvest  I  would  by  all 
Means  look  for  Seaweed  [for  fertilizer]  and  get  up  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible;  if  you  can  secure  it  over  the  Beach  we  may  cart  across  the  Ice 
in  the  winter  or  scow  it  across;  may  be  you  can  hire  Cap1.  Babcock’s 
Scow  until  we  can  build  one:  You  must  learn  to  do  without  Me  for 
I  shall  be  very  little  with  You:  I  wish  to  know  how  you  manage  the 
Marsh;  the  Fence  against  Dodge  ought  to  be  done  up  and  all  your 
young  cattle  and  spare  Horses  turned  on;  Eldridge  may  pick  Bay 
berries  and  watch  them  [the  stock]  too ;  they  must  be  watered  at  the 
Island  and  confined  on  the  Island  every  Night,  in  the  Morning  driven 
towards  the  west  End  of  our  Beach,  the  Bayberries  will  help  pay  for 
his  Time  but  if  there  are  none,  the  keeping  so  many  Creatures  will 
richly  pay  it;  he  might  take  a  bush  hook  and  clear  up  that  Island 
with  a  Cedar  Tree  on  it  and  if  he  is  faithful  I  will  make  him  some 
present  for  extraordinary  Trouble. 

We  have  no  News  here  but  what  You  will  see  in  the  Papers  sent 
with  my  last,  there  is  no  other  Prospect  but  of  War;  We  are  taking 
the  most  vigorous  Measures  to  bring  things  to  a  happy  Issue.  Re- 

63Ward’s  sister  Amey  married  Samuel  Vernon;  his  sister  Margaret,  Samuel 
Freebody;  and  his  brother  Henry,  Esther  Freebody,  all  of  Newport. 
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member  Me  to  all  the  Family  and  our  Friends;  May  Heaven  preserve 
You  all.  I  am 

Your  very  affec.6  Father  Sam  Ward 

*  *  * 


Gen.  Greene  to  Ward. 

Original  at  William  L.  Clements  Library ,  Ann  Arbor ,  Mich. 

Prospect  Hill  October  23  1775 

I  wrote  you  last  Week  giving  you  an  account  of  the  State  of  the 
Army  and  the  situation  of  the  Enemy  Since  which  nothing  new  has 
happend  in  the  Army — An  Express  arrivd  from  Casco  Bay  last  Eve¬ 
ning  that  brings  an  account  that  the  Enemy  had  been  firing  a  Day  or 
two  upon  Falmouth,64  what  has  been  the  consequence  we  have  not 
yet  learnt;  the  Enimy  had  orders  to  burn  Falmouth  and  Portsmouth65 
unless  the  Inhabitants  would  deliver  up  their  Arms  and  give  Hostages 
for  their  future  good  behavior  —  The  Enemys’  conduct  fulfills  the 
Scripture  “Whose  tender  Mercies  are  Cruelties”  Will  not  this  brutal 
conduct  rouse  a  spirit  of  Indignation  throughout  America  —  Such 
a  shocking  scene  as  was  Exhibited  at  Bristol66  you  cannot  conceive 
off  —  The  People  of  Newport  are  all  moving  into  the  Country  — 
The  Night  after  Wallace  returned  from  Bristol  the  confusion  in 
Newport  was  near  equal  to  what  it  was  there  —  The  Inhabitants 
Carted  out  there  Goods  and  furniture  and  stord  them  in  Barns  &  out 
Houses  all  about  the  Island,  they  must  sustain  very  great  losses  from 
the  confusion  and  disorder  the  Goods  were  moved  in  —  Capt  Esek 
Hopkins67  commands  a  party  of  about  two  hundred  men  stationed 
there  by  order  of  Governor  Cook  —  Capt  W allace  has  made  the 
Inhabitants  the  following  proposition  if  they  will  supply  his  Vessels 
with  fresh  Provisions  Beer  &  remove  the  Troops  off  the  Island  he  will 
spare  the  Town,  but  if  they  dont  comply  with  these  conditions  he  has 
positive  orders  to  lay  the  Town  in  Ashes,  which  he  is  determind  to 

^Falmouth,  Massachusetts,  now  Portland,  Maine,  was  burned  on  October  18 
by  two  British  naval  vessels  under  orders  from  Vice-Admiral  Graves.  For  the  de¬ 
tails:  Statement  of  Pearson  Jones,  October  24,  1775.  American  Antiquarian  So¬ 
ciety  Proceedings  New  Series,  XXXVI,  282-83  and  French,  First  Year,  351-53, 
541-43  and  765-66. 

^Portsmouth,  then  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire,  was  not  molested. 

^Bristol,  R.  I.,  was  bombarded  on  October  7.  The  American  version  is  in  Force, 
Archives,  III,  990-91 ;  the  British,  in  Roelker  and  Collins,  “Patrol,”  R.  I.  History, 
IX,  20-21. 

67Hopkins,  a  former  sea  captain,  was  appointed  commander  of  a  one  year  regi¬ 
ment  and  of  the  militia  of  Newport  county,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier  general,  by 
the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  about  November  1.  R.  I.  Records  VII,  386. 
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execute  What  will  be  the  Event  God  only  knows  —  There  is  a 
Committee  from  Newport  down  here  to  see  Governor  Cook  to  get 
an  Order  for  the  Removeal  of  the  Troops  and  Liberty  to  furnish  the 
Ships  with  fresh  Provisions  —  The  Committe  are  Capt.  John  Jep- 
son,  M.r  John  Malbone  &  Sam  Dyer  Esqr  —  The  matter  was  laid 
before  the  Continental  Committee  who  advisd  to  furnishing  the  Ships 
with  fresh  Provisions,  but  not  to  remove  the  Troops  off  the  Islands  — 
Which  I  suppose  will  take  place  accordingly68  —  But  there  appears  a 
strange  hobble  in  our  Gait;  here  we  are  at  Loggerheads  at  other 
places  only  Sparring  and  others  again  in  perfect  Tranquillity  —  Here 
we  are  cuting  them  off  from  geting  fresh  Provisions  and  removing  the 
Stock  from  the  Islands  which  amounts  to  an  entire  Depopulation  — 
While  at  Newyork,  Philadelphia  and  many  other  parts  of  America 
their  Ships  are  supplied  with  every  thing  they  stand  in  Need  on  and 
live  in  the  midst  of  peace  and  plenty  —  If  we  are  to  be  considerd  as 
one  People  and  they  as  a  common  Enimy  upon  what  principles  are 
they  so  differently  treated  in  different  Governments  —  O !  could  the 
Continental  Congress  behold  the  distresses  and  wretched  condition  of 
the  poor  Inhabitants  driven  from  the  Seaport  Towns,  it  must,  it 
would  kindle  a  blaze  of  Indignation  against  those  Commisiond  Pi¬ 
rates  and  Licensed  Robbers  —  that  they  would  find  no  rest  or  Abid¬ 
ing  Place  in  America  —  The  fate  of  Kingdoms  depends  upon  the 
just  improvement  of  Critical  minutes  Suffer  not  the  noble  Ardor  to 
slaken  for  want  of  Action  nor  smother  the  generous  flame  for  want 
of  Vent  —  The  tempers  and  Dispositions  of  men  can  be  wrought  up 
to  a  certain  pitch,  and  then  like  all  Transitory  things  sickens  and  dies 
away  —  This  is  the  Time  for  a  Wise  Legislator  to  avail  him  self  of 
the  advantage  the  favorable  Disposition  of  the  People  gives  him  to 
execute  whatever  sound  Policy  dictates  —  It  is  not  in  the  Province  of 
Mortals  to  reduce  human  Events  in  politicks  to  a  certainty;  it  is  our 
duty  to  provide  the  means  to  obtain  our  Ends  and  leave  the  Event 
to  him  who  is  the  Alwise  disposer  and  Govenor  of  the  Universe. 

The  Government  of  Rhode  Island  from  its  situation  must  suffer 
amazingly;  the  Stock  which  lies  exposd  to  the  Enemies  Ravages 
would  be  a  plentifull  supply  for  the  Enemy  in  Boston.  An  Object  so 
considerable  will  not  escape  their  Attention  —  Without  doubt  theyl 
make  an  attempt  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Advantages  the  situation 

68This  was  the  arrangement  made.  The  patriot  troops  were  to  remain  outside 
the  town  of  Newport,  but  were  not  required  to  leave  Rhode  Island.  The  terms  of 
the  truce  of  November  14,  1775,  are  in  Force,  Archives  III,  1554-55. 
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of  the  Island  affords  and  must  be  successful  unless  some  provision  be 
made  to  frustrate  their  measures  —  As  their  defeat  is  a  General  bene¬ 
fit  it  is  but  just  it  should  come  within  the  line  of  a  General  Charge 
against  the  Continent  —  Fresh  Provisions  will  be  of  infinite  service 
to  the  Troops  in  Boston  if  they  dont  provide  some  very  fine  Anti- 
scorbuticks  they  must  suffer  amazingly  by  Scurvy.  By  two  Capt  of 
Vessels  out  of  Boston  Day  before  Yesterday  we  learn  that  its  extreme 
Sickly.  Eight  or  Ten  are  buryed  in  a  Day  —  Cold  Weather  coming 
on  the  Scurvy  lockt  up  in  their  Blood  produced  by  feeding  on  Salt 
Provisions,  must  produce  a  prodigious  Mortality;  nothing  can  heithen 
their  distress  equal  to  cuting  them  off  from  Fresh  Provisions  — 
Therefore  I  think  it  an  Object  Worthy  of  Publick  Attention  to  lend 
a  helping  hand  to  Rhode  Island  to  secure  the  Stocks  on  the  Islands  — 
it  must  be  grievous  to  the  Inhabitants  to  be  subject  to  such  an  expence 
themselves  and  also  unjust  seeing  the  whole  Continent  are  to  be 
equally  Benefited  from  its  Consequences  — 

The  Committee  [from  Congress]  has  been  closely  engag’d  in  form¬ 
ing  a  Plan  for  Regulating  the  Army;  I  hope  when  the  Army  is  re- 
inlisted  and  the  best  of  the  Officers  selected  out,  the  Troops  will  be 
under  better  Regulation  —  good  order  and  subbordination  will  take 
place,  which  cannot  fail  of  producing  the  Advantages  expected  from 
the  Army  —  The  Number  agreed  on  may  be  larger  than  may  Appear 
Necessary  at  first  blush  —  but  when  you  consider  how  Raw  and  un- 
disciplind  the  Troops  are  in  General,  and  what  War  like  preparations 
are  going  on  [in]  England  —  and  how  necessary  it  is  to  have  a  good 
Army  in  the  Spring  and  the  favorable  prospect  we  shall  have  of  mak¬ 
ing  our  selves  masters  of  Boston  this  Winter  I  doubt  not  you  chearfully 
concur  in  the  Establishment — The  General  Officers  fixt  upon  20,000 ; 
what  number  the  Committee  has  determin’d  upon  I  have  not  heard 
this  Morning,  but  make  no  doubt  they’l  approve  of  the  number  agreed 
on  by  the  Generals.69  I  wish  we  had  a  Large  Stock  of  Powder  that  we 
might  Annoy  the  Enimy  where  ever  they  make  their  Appearance  — 
We  could  easily  in  my  Oppinion  drive  them  out  of  Boston  if  we  had 
the  means,  but  for  want  thereof  we  are  Obligd  to  remain  Idle  spec¬ 
tators,  for  we  cannot  get  at  them  and  they  are  determind  not  to  come 
to  us ;  however  I  hope  ere  long  fortune  will  favor  us  agreeable  to  our 
Wishes. 

69The  Committee  agreed  with  the  officers  in  recommending  20,372  men  and 
officers,  and  Congress  so  voted,  November  4,  1775.  Force,  Archives  III;  1156-57 
and  Journals ,  III,  321. 
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M.r  [Commissary-General  Joseph]  Trumbull  has  not  Yet  returnd 
that  I’ve  had  no  Opportunity  to  settle  the  matter  you  mentiond  in 
your  last  I  have  had  no  News  from  Colo  Arnolds  Detachment  since 
I  wrote  You  before  —  There  is  a  Report  [untrue]  in  Boston  that 
Quebeck  is  taken  and  that  it  was  taken  by  the  Canadians;  if  it  proves 
true  it  will  be  much  better  than  if  Our  People  made  themselves  mas¬ 
ter  of  it;  they’l  now  be  Obligd  to  enter  the  List. 

I  Just  hinted  in  my  last  that  People  began  heartily  to  wish  a  Dec¬ 
laration  of  Independence'0 —  I  would  make  it  Treason  against  the 
state  to  make  any  further  Remittances  to  great  Britain  —  Stop  all 
supplies  to  the  Ships  throughout  America  —  W e  had  as  good  begin 
in  earnest  first  as  last,  for  we  have  no  alternative  but  to  Fight  it  out 
or  be  slaves.  We  should  Open  our  Ports  to  all  that  has  a  mind  to 
come  and  Trade  with  us  —  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  a  Check 
upon  Commerce,  lest  it  take  the  lead  of  the  Military  —  The  Mer¬ 
chants  in  general  are  a  body  of  People  whose  God  is  Gain,  and  their 
whole  plan  of  Policy  is  to  bring  Publick  measures  to  square  with  their 
private  Interest  —  We  have  not  begun  to  Commision  the  Officers 
anew,71  but  expect  it  to  take  place  every  Day  — 

The  French  never  will  agree  to  furnish  us  with  Powder  as  long  as 
there  is  the  least  probability  of  an  Accomodation  between  us  &  Great 
Britain  —  for  they  can  have  but  two  Objects  in  view :  A  sepiration 
from  Great  Britain  or  subjugation  to  her;  in  either  case  Great  Britain 
will  receive  as  a  Nation  little  or  no  Advantage  from  the  Colonies,  for 
slavery  is  ever  unfriendly  to  Trade  and  thats  the  Strength  and  sinews 
of  Great  Britian  —  Therefore  France  as  a  real  Enimy  to  Great  Britain 
Acts  upon  a  true  plan  of  Policy  in  refusing  to  intermeddle  until  she 
is  satisfied  that  there  is  no  hopes  of  an  Accomadation  between  us 
and  Great  Britain.  Then  she  can  interpose  with  propriety,  by  lending 
us  a  helping  hand.  She’ll  secure  to  herself  an  Exclusive  right  of  our 
Trade  —  and  thats  an  Object  worthy  Any  National  Consideration. 
Should  France  undertake  to  furnish  us  with  Powder  and  other  Ar¬ 
ticles  we  are  in  need  of  and  the  breach  between  Great  Britain  &  the 
Colonies  be  healed,  She  will  incur  the  displeasure  of  Britain  without 
reaping  any  solid  Advantage  from  her  plan  of  Policy  — • 

701  find  no  hint  of  this  in  Greene’s  letter  to  Ward  of  October  16.  Perhaps  there 
was  a  letter  written  between  the  16th  and  23rd  which  has  not  come  to  light. 

^Substituting  commissions  from  the  Continental  Congress  in  place  of  those 
issued  by  the  several  colonies. 
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I  have  but  little  time  to  write  and  generally  very  much  interrupted 
while  I  am  writing  —  I  must  beg  your  friendly  allowance  for  the 
defects  —  And  believe  Me  to  be  with  great  esteem  Your  sincere 
friend  — 

Nath  Greene 


*  *  * 


Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  24. th  Oct.r  1775 

Dear  Bro.r 

Since  my  last  We  have  had  the  Honor  of  a  Letter  from  the  Dep.y 
Gov.r  which  was  immediately  read  in  Congress;  as  soon  as  any  Reso¬ 
lutions  are  formed  upon  the  Subject  We  shall  transmit  them  to  his 
Honor;  I  was  very  desirous  of  obtaining  a  Resolution  of  Congress  so 
as  to  have  forwarded  it  to  the  Assembly  at  the  ensuing  Session  but 
could  not  obtain  it.72 

Not  a  Word  from  Europe  since  my  last,  the  Vessels  which  have 
arrived  having  had  long  Passages;  This  Morning  one  Duncan  Camp¬ 
bell  at  first  an  half  pay  Officer73  lately  promised  a  Comp.y  Comm.d 
who  married  in  this  Province  and  setled  in  Dutchess  County  in  N. 
York  was  brought  before  the  Com.ee  of  Safety  of  this  Province;  He 
and  one  Sims/4  a  Lieut  under  him  and  a  Sarjunt  and  about  twenty 
Privates  were  on  Board  a  Transport  from  Boston  which  was  cast 
away  at  little  Egg  harbor;  they  were  going  to  N.  York  to  enlist  Men 
for  Gen.1  Howe;75  the  Wretch  had  sometime  ago  enlisted  60  Men 
and  carried  them  to  Boston,  and  had  engaged  a  Number  of  others  in 
the  County  he  lived  in.  It  is  said  that  he  has  <£  1500  in  Cash  with 
him ;  a  Parcel  of  Guns  and  Powder  they  have  thrown  over  board ;  the 

^Probably  this  refers  to  a  letter  from  Governor  Cooke  to  Congress  of  October  6, 
1775,  stressing  the  necessity  of  “forming  an  army  to  be  kept  in  constant  Service.” 
R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll  VI,  127. 

73Probably  the  Lieutenant  Duncan  Campbell  of  the  42nd  British  regiment  who 
was  wounded  at  the  Battle  of  Bushy  Run  in  western  Pennsylvania  during  Pontiac’s 
Rebellion  in  1763,  and  later  requested  retirement  on  half-pay.  E.  B.  O’Callaghan 
Documents  Relative  to  the  Colonial  History  of  ..  .  New  York  (1856),  VII,  546; 
and  Carter,  Gage  II,  283. 

74The  journals  of  Congress  call  him  Symes.  Journals  III,  309.  He  is  probably 
the  Lieutenant  Richard  Symes  who  was  exchanged  in  December  1776;  Washing¬ 
ton  VI,  327-28. 

75Major-General  William  Howe,  who,  on  Gage’s  return  to  England  on  October 
10,  took  command  of  the  British  forces  in  North  America  other  than  those  in 
Canada,  which  were  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Guy  Carleton. 
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Guns  we  hope  to  get  again ;  if  any  further  particulars  transpire  before 
I  close  this  you  shall  have  them. 

D.r  Kearsley  is  sentenced  to  close  Imprisonment  by  the  Com.ee  of 
Safety  in  the  back  Counties  and  this  Morning  a  Guard  sett  out  with 
him  accordingly,  his  Confinem.1  to  continue  during  the  present  Con¬ 
test  with  Great  Britain.76 

On  Sunday  Evening  our  late  worthy  President  M.r  [Peyton]  Ran¬ 
dolph  died  very  suddenly;  he  dined  at  one  M.r  Halls77  three  Miles  out 
of  Town;  soon  after  Dinner  he  was  taken  with  a  choaking  and  one 
Side  of  his  Face  was  distorted  and  about  eight  He  expired;  The 
Congress  determined  yesterday  to  go  into  mourning  ( as  permitted  by 
our  Association)/8  appointed  a  Com.ee  to  wait  on  M.r  Duchee79  and 
request  him  to  preach  a  funeral  Sermon  and  the  Com.ee  to  give  all 
proper  Directions  in  concert  with  his  Friends  and  Lady  for  the  funeral 
Service  and  We  shall  all  walk  as  Mourners. 

Be  good  enough  to  give  Me  in  your  next  a  most  particular  Acc/ 
of  the  State  of  our  Colony;  I  want  to  know  where  Sister  Vernon, 
M.r  Redwood,80  Ellery’s,81  Freebody,  and  many  others  of  our  Friends 
are  and  what  is  like  to  become  of  the  People  in  general  and  who  put 
themselves  under  Protection  of  the  Men  of  W ar ;  every  thing  of  Im¬ 
portance  done  at  the  Assembly  you  will  naturally  communicate,  and 
the  Proceedings  at  the  Conference  at  Cambridge  with  your  Senti¬ 
ments  upon  such  Measures  as  you  think  best  for  us  to  pursue  in  Con¬ 
gress  I  shall  be  glad  of. 

76Dr.  John  Kearsley  of  Philadelphia,  an  ardent  Tory,  whose  letters  urging  that 
5,000  British  troops  be  sent  to  Pennsylvania  was  intercepted.  Caesar  Rodney  to 
Thomas  Rodney,  October  9,  1775;  Force,  Archives  III,  985-87. 

77Richard  Henry  Lee  wrote  Washington  on  October  23  that  the  dinner  was  at 
the  house  of  “Mr.  Harry  Hill.”  James  Curtis  Ballagh,  The  Letters  of  Richard 
Henry  Lee  (191 1-1914),  I,  153.  Hill  was  a  wealthy  Quaker. 

78To  encourage  frugality,  the  Association  adopted  by  the  First  Continental 
Congress,  October  20,  1774,  prohibited  mourning  other  than  “a  black  crape  or 
ribbon  on  the  arm  or  hat,  for  gentlemen,  and  a  black  ribbon  and  necklace  for 
ladies  .  .  .”  Journals,  I,  78. 

79The  Reverend  Jacob  Duche,  a  popular  Church  of  England  minister  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  who,  on  the  British  occupation  of  Philadelphia,  wrote  an  indiscreet  letter 
to  Washington  (October  8,  1777)  declaring  the  American  cause  hopeless  and 
urging  him  to  make  peace.  Sparks,  Correspondence  I,  448-458. 

80Presumably  Abraham  Redwood  the  elder,  founder  of  the  famous  Redwood 
Library  of  Newport,  who  survived  the  Revolution  in  which  he  seems  to  have  been 
able  to  maintain  a  neutral  position  without  offence  to  either  side. 

81William  Ellery,  Newport  lawyer,  who  succeeded  Ward  on  his  death  as  a 
delegate  to  Congress. 
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With  Regard  to  the  Voyage  [to  Bordeaux  for  powder]  proposed  by 
the  Dep.y  Gov.r,  I  have  wrote  to  his  Honor  twice  by  Order  of  the 
secret  Com.ee  of  which  I  am  Chairman  and  every  thing  necessary 
upon  our  Part  is  ready  and  I  hope  the  Voyage  is  undertaken  before 
this  time. 

I  have  seen  the  Examinations  of  Cap.1  Campbell,  his  Lieut,  and 
some  Marines;  the  Privates  swear  or  at  least  say  but  I  think  swear 
that  the  Cap.1  and  Officers  promised  them  200  Acres  of  good  culti¬ 
vated  Land  each  out  of  the  forfeited  Estates;  Campbell  denies  this: 
his  Instru.s  from  Gen.1  Gage,  which  I  have  also  seen,  amongst  other 
Things  direct  him  to  encourage  the  Scotch  and  other  Nations 82  to 
enter  into  the  Kings  Service;  the  Regiment  to  which  he  belongs  is  72d 
now  raising  called  the  royal  fensible  Americans;83  proper  Regards  to 
all  Friends,  Yours  most  affectionately 

Sam  Ward 

superscription:  To 

Henry  Ward  Esq.r  Providence 

*  *  * 

John  Adams  to  James  Warren. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  “Coll.”  LXXII,  165. 

[Philadelphia]  Octr.  25,  1775 

Governor  Ward  of  Rhode  Island  has  a  son  [Charles]  about  five 
and  twenty  years  old  who  has  been  so  far  carried  away  in  the  Absence 
of  his  Father,  with  a  Zeal  for  his  Country  as  to  inlist  into  the  Artillery 
as  a  private.  He  never  said  a  Word  to  the  Governor  about  [this],  or 
he  would  have  had  a  Commission.  A  younger  Brother,  who  solicited 
of  his  father  Permission  to  enter  the  service  was  made  a  Captain.  Now 
it  is  a  Pity,  that  this  young  Gentleman’s  Patriotism,  should  not  be 
encouraged  and  rewarded,  and  it  is  a  greater  Pity  that  an  Elder 
Brother  should  be  a  private  soldier  in  an  Army  where  his  younger 
Brother  is  an  officer  and  a  Captain.  And  a  greater  Pity  still  that  a 
Governor  of  a  Province  and  a  worthy  Member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  the  Constant  Chairman  of  our  Committee  of  the  whole 

82The  “other  Nations”  was  interpreted  to  refer  to  the  Indian  nations  —  hence 
Ward’s  underlining,  since  British  employment  of  the  latter  was  considered  by  the 
colonists  to  be  atrocious. 

83Thomas  McKean  said  Campbell  was  in  the  “Royal  Scotch  Emigrants”  regi¬ 
ment.  Burnett,  Letters  I,  335.  The  King  authorized  this  and  the  Royal  Fensible 
Americans  regiment  to  be  enlisted  in  the  colonies  by  Allan  Maclean  and  Joseph 
Gorham  as  colonels.  French,  First  Year,  413,  535. 
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House,  should  have  a  deserving  son  in  the  Army  in  the  Ranks,  when 
Multitudes  of  others  in  Commissions  have  no  such  Pretentions. 

I  wish  you  would  mention  this  Matter  at  Head  Quarters  and  see 
if  any  Thing  can  be  done  for  him.  The  Governor  had  no  Expecta¬ 
tion  I  believe  that  I  should  interest  myself  in  this  Matter,  but  the  Fact 
coming  accidentally  to  my  Knowledge  I  determined  to  write  about 
it  immediately,  and  I  know  not  how  to  set  this  Thing  in  Motion.84 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  2.d  Nov.r  1775 

Dear  Bro.r 

Your  Favors  from  Cambridge  was  very  acceptable;  poor  Newport, 
I  have  done  and  offered  every  thing  in  my  Power  to  serve  them,  May 
Heaven  direct  them  to  such  Measures  as  may  be  for  the  best. 

Your  Concern  for  Powder  is  very  natural.  The  Quantity  wanted 
must  be  very  great  though  not  so  much  as  you  mention,  I  will  however 
move  to  have  our  Orders  enlarged  tho’  I  was  fully  satisfied  with  the 
Quantity  we  were  directed  to  contract  for  until  I  rec.d  your  Letter: 
the  leaden  Mines  in  Connecticut  are  opened,85  proper  Buildings  are 
erecting,  vast  Quantities  of  Oar  are  got  out  and  will  soon  be  smelted 
and  the  Gent.n  of  that  Colony  tell  me  they  can  furnish  the  whole  Con¬ 
tinent  very  soon :  The  other  Resolutions  recommended  by  you  I  shall 
move  in  Congress  at  a  convenient  Time. 

The  Evening  before  last  two  Ships  arrived  from  England,  The 
Advices  which  they  bring  (amongst  which  is  a  Proclamation  for 
suppressing  Rebellion  and  Sedition)86  are  of  immense  Service  to  [us.] 
Our  Councils  have  been  hitherto  too  fluctuating;  one  Day  Measures 
for  carrying  on  the  War  were  adopted,  the  next  nothing  must  be 
done  that  would  widen  the  unhappy  Breach  between  G.B.  and  the 

84Warren  (Speaker  of  the  Mass.  House  of  Representatives)  replied  November 
14,  “I  have  a  great  respect  for  Governor  Ward  and  his  family.  I  will  agreeable  to 
your  desire  mention  his  son  at  Head  quarters  tomorrow.”  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll., 
LXXII,  p.  185. 

85Silas  Deane,  one  of  the  Connecticut  delegates,  was  optimistic  over  the  “great 
quantity”  of  lead  to  be  had  from  the  Middletown,  Connecticut,  region,  and  others 
held  out  high  hopes  of  lead  from  New  Canaan  on  the  New  York-Connecticut 
border.  Burnett,  Letters,  I,  195  and  Force,  Archives  III,  1023,  IV,  261.  The 
output  proved  disappointing. 

86On  August  23,  1775,  the  King  declared  a  state  of  rebellion  in  the  colonies 
and  ordered  all  his  subjects  throughout  the  empire  to  assist  “in  the  suppression  of 
such  rebellion.”  Force,  Archives  III,  240-41. 
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Colonies;  as  these  different  Ideas  have  prevailed  our  Conduct  has 
been  directed.  Had  We  at  the  opening  of  the  Congress  in  May  im¬ 
mediately  taken  proper  Measures  for  carrying  on  the  War  with  Vigor 
We  might  have  been  in  Possession  of  all  Canada  undoubtedly  and 
probably  of  Boston;  thank  God  the  happy  Day  which  I  have  long 
wished  for  is  at  length  arrived,  the  southern  Colonies  no  longer  enter¬ 
tain  Jealousies  of  the  northern,  they  no  longer  look  back  to  G.  Britain, 
they  are  convinced  that  they  have  been  pursuing  a  Phantom  and  that 
their  only  Safety  is  a  vigorous  determined  Defence;  one  of  the  Gent." 
who  has  been  most  sanguine  for  pacific  Measures  and  very  jealous  of 
the  N.E.  Colonies  addressing  Me  in  the  Stile  of  Bro.r  Rebel  told  Me 
he  was  now  ready  to  join  Us  heartily.  We  have  got  says  He  a  sufficient 
Answer  to  our  Petition;  I  want  nothing  more  but  am  ready  to  de¬ 
clare  Ourselves  independent,87  send  Ambassadors  and  etc  and  much 
more  which  Prudence  forbids  Me  to  commit  to  Paper.  Our  Resolu¬ 
tions  will  henceforth  be  spirited,  clear  and  decisive;  May  the  supreme 
Gov.r  of  the  Universe  direct  and  prosper  them :  The  Pleasure  which 
this  Unanimity  gives  Me  is  inexpressible;  I  consider  it  as  a  sure  Pre¬ 
sage  of  Victory.  My  Anxiety  is  now  at  an  End;  I  am  no  longer  wor¬ 
ried  with  contradictory  Resolutions  but  feel  a  calm  chearfull  Satisfac¬ 
tion  in  having  one  great  and  just  Object  in  View  and  the  Means  of 
obtaining  it  certainly  by  the  divine  Blfessing] 

I  am  concerned  that  I  have  rec.d  no  Answer  from  the  Dep.y  Gov.r 
to  my  Letter  wrote  him  by  Order  of  the  secret  Com.ee,  the  Voyage 
was  unanimously  approved  of,  and  as  I  wrote  him  that  they  might 
immediately  proceed  and  the  Money  to  be  advanced  should  at  any 
Time  be  ready  for  his  order  I  hope  they  have  sailed  but  wish  to  know 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Necessity  of  importing  Powder  occasioned  the  inclosed  Reso¬ 
lution  to  be  taken.88  You  will  deliver  it  to  the  Dep.y  Gov.r;  it  will  not 
be  unnecessarily  communicated  to  any.  I  designed  to  have  draughted 
a  Letter  to  his  Honor  and  communicated  it  to  my  Colleague  but  am 
so  incessantly  engaged  could  not  get  Time  to  do  it  by  this  Post  but 
hope  to  do  it  by  next. 

87Ward’s  letter  of  February  19,  1776,  below,  identifies  the  member  quoted  as 
Samuel  Chase  of  Maryland. 

88Presumably  Congress’s  resolution  of  November  1  forbidding  any  exportation 
other  than  from  one  of  the  united  colonies  to  another,  until  March  1,  1776,  except 
in  exchange  for  arms,  ammunition  and  other  munitions  of  war.  Journals  III,  314. 
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The  Necessity  of  withholding  Supplies  from  the  Army  in  Boston, 
and  from  the  W.  Indies  appears  so  great  that  I  believe  no  Exporta¬ 
tions  will  be  allowed  from  the  united  Colonies  except  from  Col.y  to 
Colony  and  for  the  Purpose  of  procuring  Arms  and  Ammunition ;  I 
am  not  at  Liberty  to  transmit  the  Proceedings  but  that  I  think  my 
Duty  to  the  Colony  obliges  Me  to  write,  least  the  Merch.ts  should  make 
Contracts  to  their  Injury ;  you  will  communicate  this  only  to  the  Dep.y 
Gov.r  and  such  Gent.”  as  you  think  proper  for  the  present;  next  Week 
I  imagine  We  may  transmit  to  the  Col.y  a  particular  Acc.1  of  the 
Matter.  My  best  Regards  to  our  Friends,  I  am  .  .  .  , 

Sam  Ward 

superscription:  To  Henry  Ward  Esq. r 

Providence 

*  *  * 


Hopkins  and  Ward  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

Original  not  located.  Copy  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Mss.,  XV,  187. 

Phila  4  Nov  1775. 


Sir: 


We  deferred  an  answer  to  your  Honor’s  last  letter  hoping  to  have 
obtained  the  Resolves  of  Congress  upon  the  Interesting  Subjects  con¬ 
tained  in  it.  We  laid  it  before  Congress.  Business  has  since  been  very 
pressing,  but  we  shall  embrace  the  first  favorable  opportunity  of 
obtaining  the  proper  Resolves  and  shall  transmit  them  as  soon  as 
possible. 

We  have  no  news  from  England  since  the  arrival  of  the  Ship  which 
brought  the  Proclamation]  for  suppressing  Rebellion  and  Sedition 
We  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  Sir  that  this  has  a  most  happy 
Effect  upon  the  affairs  of  America.  Gentlemen  no  longer  expect  a 
Redress  of  Grievances  from  Petition,  etc.  They  now  speak  out  plainly 
and  cheerfully  enter  into  the  most  liberal  spirited  and  decisive  meas¬ 
ures.  We  congratulate  you  Sir  upon  the  happy  Reduction  of  Fort 
Chamblee.  The  Paper  containing  the  Articles  of  Capitulation,  List 
of  Stores,  etc.,  we  have  enclosed.  There  is  no  doubt  but  we  have  pos¬ 
session  of  St.  John’s  before  this  time. 

The  Congress  has  taken  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  trade  of 
the  United  Colonies.  We  enclose  you  an  Extract  of  their  Proceedings 
We  are  sensible  of  the  vast  Importance  of  Trade  to  our  Colony  but 
when  we  consider  the  invaluable  privileges  for  which  we  are  con- 
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tending,  We  are  sure  that  the  Virtue  of  our  Constituents  will  with 
pleasure  sacrifice  a  temporary  Commerce  to  the  salvation  of  their 
Country. 

The  moment  that  our  Ports  can  be  opened  with  a  Prospect  of 
Success  to  the  Merchts.  and  with  safety  to  the  Liberating  of  America 
we  shall  use  our  utmost  Influence  to  restore  to  the  Colony  all  the 
Benefits  of  a  free  and  extensive  commerce  We  are  with  very  great 
Regards, 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servts. 

Step  Hopkins 
Sam:  Ward 

P.S.  the  Paper  does  not  do  justice  to  Majr.  Livingston  and  300 
Canadians  who  were  with  Majr.  Brown  and  assisted  in  taking  the 
Fort89 

I  am  concerned  that  I  have  reed,  no  answer  to  my  Letters  to  your 
Honor  relative  to  the  proposed  Voyage;  I  hope  the  Vessel  is  gone  for 
Winter  approaches  fast  and  it  is  of  the  last  Importance  for  us  to 
obtain  Powder  before  Spring  the  inclosed  Advertisement  I  would 
wish  sent  to  the  Foreign  West  Inds.  and  other  money  Places90 

Your  most  obedient 
S.  Ward 

g9James  Livingston  of  Montreal,  later  a  colonel,  and  John  Brown  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  later  a  lieutenant-colonel. 

9°Not  found,  but  evidently  in  connection  with  Congress’  effort  to  obtain  hard 
money  for  purchases  abroad  and  for  use  of  the  Continental  army  in  Canada. 


CORRESPONDENCE  —  PART  3 

From  November  11,  1775  to  Ward’s  Letter  of  December  31,  1775 
Defending  Equal  Representation  for  the  Smaller 
Colonies  or  States  in  Congress. 
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Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Copy  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  11th  Novr.  1775 

My  dear  Bror 

A  Ship  arrived  from  London  on  thursday.  Our  Petition  you  see 
the  Fate  of  in  the  Letter  published  in  the  Paper  I  sent  Govr.  Cooke 
last  Evening.1  Passengers  assure  us  that  the  Hanoverians  refuse  to 
come  to  America,  that  Administration  is  determined  to  push  their 
Measures  at  all  Events,  that  20000  Troops  are  to  be  sent  over  in  the 
Spring,  four  or  five  Regiments  this  Fall,  that  Terms  of  Accommoda¬ 
tion,  that  is  the  Terms  upon  which  they  are  willing  to  receive  Us  and 
our  Posterity  for  their  Slaves  are  to  be  committed  to  the  General 
[Howe]  and  that  they  will  treat  with  Us  no  other  Way;  the  King  has 
carried  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst  out  in  his  Coach  seven  Mornings  running 
but  cannot  prevail  upon  him  to  take  command  in  America,  that 
Genl.  Monckton2  hath  nobly  refused ;  said  he  would  never  engage  in 
such  an  infamous  Course.  Orders  are  given  to  open  all  Letters  at 
the  post  Offices  and  stop  such  as  contain  any  American  Intelligence. 
The  People  disapprove  the  Introduction  of  foreign  Troops;  the  Par¬ 
liament  setts  26th  Octr.,  Ministry  was  collecting  its  Forces  to  carry 
every  Measure  with  a  high  hand :  Opposition  was  rallying  its  Friends 
in  order  to  make  a  vigorous  Stand,  a  Letter  from  a  Gent”  of  high 
Character  whose  Intelligence  hath  ever  been  good  says  that  Ministry 
was  putting  Arms  into  the  Hands  of  all  who  would  receive  them, 
English,  Scotch,  irish,  roman  catholics,  Hessians,  Hanoverians  and 
etc.,  and  that  fifty  Men  of  War  are  to  destroy  all  our  maritime  Towns 
and  interdict  our  Trade:  If  Administration  succeeds  they  are  deter¬ 
mined  another  Letter  says  to  extirpate  the  New  England  Colonies: 
an  Army  from  Canada  and  the  20000  men  from  england  they  sup¬ 
pose  capable  of  doing  this,  these  Threats  will  not  intimidate  our 
brave  Men  but  animate  all  in  their  Country’s  Cause,  and  blessed  be 
God  We  are  in  his  all  gracious  Hands  and  not  in  those  of  a  Ministry 
fit  to  serve  a  Nero  only.  To  Be  or  not  to  be  is  now  the  Question, 
every  private  View,  Passion  and  Interest  ought  to  be  buried;  We  are 

!The  second  Petition  to  the  King,  which  the  more  moderate  members  of  Con¬ 
gress,  despite  the  cavalier  treatment  accorded  the  first,  had  insisted  on  sending 
the  preceding  July,  was  rejected  by  the  King.  Hope  of  reconciliation  was  now 
practically  gone. 

2Robert  Monckton,  second  in  command  to  Wolfe  at  the  taking  of  Quebec  in 
1759  and  later  a  popular  royal  governor  of  New  York. 
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embarked  in  one  common  Bottom,  if  She  sinks  We  all  perish;  if  She 
survives  the  Storm,  Peace  and  Plenty  (the  offspring  of  Liberty),  and 
every  thing  which  will  dignify  and  fecilitate  human  Nature  will  be 
the  Reward  of  our  Virtue. 

Oh  my  Brother  This  is  not  the  Cause  of  the  Colonies  and  of  Britain 
only  but  of  human  Nature  itself,  and  that  God  who  is  the  Author  of 
Nature,  the  Friend  of  Mankind  and  who  hath  so  remarkably  pre¬ 
served  and  prospered  these  Colonies  will  still  continue  his  all  gracious 
Protection  to  which  I  most  devoutly  recommend  You,  my  Friends 
and  my  Country,  I  am 

Yours  most  affectionately  Sam  Ward 
To: 

H.  Ward  Esqr. 

*  *  * 

Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  16.th  Nov.r  1775 

Dear  Bro.r 

I  am  obliged  to  You  for  your  Favor  of  the  7.th;  the  judicious  and 
decisive  Conduct  of  the  General  Assembly  does  great  Honor  to  the 
Colony.3  I  had  that  Part  of  your  Letter  containing  those  Proceedings 
read  in  Congress;  they  were  highly  approved.  M.r  Adams  Col°.  Dyre 
[Dyer  of  Connecticut]  and  other  observed  afterwards  to  Me  that  We 
had  sett  them  all  a  noble  Example. 

I  hope  M.r  Cooke  is  in  the  Chair  before  this  Time;  present  my 
most  affectionate  and  respectful  Congratulations  upon  the  Occasion. 
I  hope  some  Gentleman  who  is  a  zealous  Friend  to  the  Liberties  of 
his  Country  and  who  hath  Sense  and  Spirit  enough  to  see  and  pursue 
true  Interests  at  all  Hazards  supplies  his  Place.4 

I  could  have  wished  that  the  Colony  instead  of  another  Emission 
had  directed  Us  to  apply  to  Congress  for  the  Sum  wanted  though  the 
Acc.ts  were  not  ready.  Connecticut  did  so  and  obtained  it  and  We 
should  without  Doubt  have  been  allowed  what  We  wanted;  I  fear 

3The  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly,  convening  October  31,  1775,  took  vigor¬ 
ous  action  on  various  important  points,  including  passage  of  an  act  declaring 
“traitorous  correspondence  with  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  their 
officers  or  agents”  a  felony,  punishable  by  death  and  confiscation  of  the  traitor’s 
estate.  The  Assembly  deposed  Wanton  as  governor  and  elected  Cooke  in  his 
place.  R.  I.  Records  VII,  388-89,  343,  and  404. 

4William  Bradford,  member  of  the  assembly  from  Bristol,  was  chosen  to  succeed 
Cooke,  an  admirable  choice.  R.  I.  Records  VII,  404. 
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too  great  a  Flood  of  Bills  may  affect  their  Credit  and  of  all  things  We 
should  be  most  careful  to  keep  up  the  Credit  of  our  Money;  while 
that  is  done  We  can  raise  any  Supplies  for  the  common  Defence, 
without  it  We  should  be  vastly  embarrassed. 

The  Gent.n  who  may  attend  with  the  Acct.s  of  the  Com.ee  of  Safety 
I  shall  be  most  heartily  glad  to  see,  and  they  may  spend  their  Time 
here  very  agreably  but  I  must  confess  I  can  have  no  Idea  of  the  Acc.ts 
being  so  intricate  as  to  make  it  absolutely  necessary  that  they  should 
at  this  advanced  Season  take  so  much  Trouble  ;5  but  it  will  answer  this 
good  End  if  there  should  be  any  Money  in  the  Treasury  to  pay  us 
with,  they  can  take  it  home  with  them  and  perhaps  in  a  cheaper 
Manner  than  We  could  send  it;  the  [Continental]  Treasury  is  almost 
empty  but  another  Emission  will  be  made  soon. 

I  most  cordially  congratulate  You  upon  the  happy  Reduction  of 
S3  Johns;  the  Papers  give  you  most  of  the  particulars;  Gen.1  Mont¬ 
gomerie’s6  Letter  says  that  he  was  immediately  setting  out  for  Mont¬ 
real  and,  mentioning  the  Repulse  of  Carleton,'  he  adds  that  He  be¬ 
lieves  it  to  be  his  last  Effort  (No  News  of  Arnold ) ;  a  Committee  with 
Powers  nearly  similar  to  those  given  the  Com.ee  which  was  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  is  sett  out  for  [Fort]  Ticonderoga  and  Canada;  the  Gent.n  are 
M.r  Langdon,  M.r  Rob3  R.  Livingston  and  M.r  Paine,8  they  have 
some  Instructions  relative  to  the  particular  situation  of  the  Canadians 
besides  those  concerning  the  Troops. 

M.r  Hopkins  and  Lady  are  very  well.  I  have  seen  many  Letters 
from  England  since  my  last ;  they  all  agree  in  the  Acc.ts  I  then  gave 
You;  in  a  Conference  which  the  King  had  with  a  Person  from  Amer¬ 
ica  He  told  him  that  he  was  unalterably  determined,  let  the  Conse¬ 
quence  be  what  it  would,  to  compel  the  Colonies  to  absolute  Obedi¬ 
ence  ;  thank  God  his  Power  does  not  equal  his  Obstinacy  and  Pride : 

5Nathaniel  and  Gideon  Mumford  and  Thomas  Greene  were  members  of  a 
Committee  to  collect  what  was  due  the  colony  from  the  Congress.  R.  I.  Records 
VII,  398. 

6Richard  Montgomery,  former  captain  in  the  British  army,  and  now  a  Brigadier- 
General  in  the  Continental  service,  married  to  Janet,  daughter  of  Judge  Robert  R. 
Livingston  of  New  York. 

7Brigadier-General  Guy  Carleton,  Governor  of  the  British  colony  of  Quebec, 
commonly  spoken  of  as  Canada,  and  in  active  command  of  the  British  forces  in 
Canada. 

8John  Langdon,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  delegates  to 
Congress  from  New  Hampshire,  New  York,  and  Massachusetts,  respectively. 
Livingston,  later  Chancellor  of  New  York,  was  the  son  of  Judge  Robert  R.  Living¬ 
ston  and  a  first  cousin  once  removed  of  Robert  Livingston,  Proprietor  of  Livingston 
Manor. 
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our  Instructions  for  an  american  Fleet  has  been  long  upon  the  Table; 
when  it  was  first  presented  it  was  looked  upon  as  perfectly  chimerical, 
but  Gent.n  now  consider  it  in  a  very  different  Light;  it  is  this  Day 
to  be  taken  into  Consideration  and  I  have  great  Hopes  of  carrying.9 
D.r  Franklin,  Col°.  [Richard  Henry]  Lee,  the  two  Adams  and  many 
others  will  support  it;  if  it  succeeds  I  shall  remember  your  Idea  of 
our  building  two  of  the  Ships;  Duty  calls  Me  away:  Proper  Regards 
to  all. 

Your  most  Affec.e  Bro.r  Sam  Ward 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  21.st  Nov.r  1775 

Dear  Bro.r 

Yesterday  We  had  a  Number  of  Letters  (taken  on  Board  the  Trans¬ 
port  from  Ireland)  to  the  officers  in  Boston,10  read  in  Congress;  the 
Writers  of  some  of  them  freely  condemn  our  Enemies,  assure  their 
correspondents  that  the  People  at  large  heartily  wish  Us  Success  and 
some  even  say  that  it  is  Time  for  Ireland  to  follow  our  Example ;  there 
is  great  Reluctance  to  the  Service,  additional  Bounties  are  given  by 
the  leading  roman  Catholics,  other  Letters  say  the  People  of  both 
England  and  Ireland  in  general  are  against  Us,  that  many  who  have 
supported  our  Interest  until  the  Proclamation  came  out11  have  now 
changed  Sides,  but  ’tho  these  Letters  vary  in  that  Respect  They  all 
agree  that  the  King  is  determined  let  the  Consequence  be  what  it  will 
to  reduce  us  to  Submission;  I  am  vastly  pleased  to  find  that  our 
Friends  in  England  give  Us  such  good  Intelligence;  the  five  Regi¬ 
ments  which  I  lately  wrote  You  might  be  expected  this  Fall  came  out 

9In  August  1775  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  instructed  Hopkins  and  Ward  to 
urge  construction  of  “an  American  fleet  ...  of  sufficient  force  for  the  protection 
of  these  colonies.”  R.  I.  Records  VII,  369.  Ward’s  diary  of  October  3  records, 
“presented  our  instructions  for  carrying  on  the  war  effectually  and  building  an 
American  fleet.”  Magazine  of  American  History  I,  551.  The  original  diary  is  in 
R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  But  the  proposal  was  not  adopted  until  December  11,  1775,  when 
a  Committee  (Hopkins  for  Rhode  Island)  was  appointed  “to  devise  ways  and 
means  for  furnishing  these  colonies  with  a  naval  armament,  and  report  with  all 
convenient  speed.”  Journals  III,  358  and  429. 

10Captured  by  “the  inhabitants  of  Beverly  .  .  .  under  cover  of  one  of  the  Armed 
Schooners,”  which  Washington  had  sent  out  to  intercept  vessels  carrying  supplies 
to  the  British  army  in  Boston.  Washington  to  Congress,  November  11,  1775; 
Washington  IV,  82. 

HThe  royal  Proclamation  of  August  23  against  rebellion. 
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with  this  Transport  and  are  chiefly  or  by  this  time  wholly  arrived12 
and  that  the  20000  Men  are  to  come  in  the  Spring  and  the  Men  of 
War  is  confirmed  in  these  Letters;  if  We  can  but  get  Arms  and  Am¬ 
munition  I  have  no  Doubt  but  We  shall  give  a  good  Ace.4  of  them 
and  I  think  We  have  a  good  Prospect;  many  Vessels  are  out  on  the 
Merch.ts  Ace.1,  some  on  the  several  Colonies  and  others  on  Ace.4  of 
the  Continent13  and  great  Encouragement  hath  been  given;  and  a 
Person  well  acquainted  in  Germany  with  the  manufacture  of  Salt 
Petre  is  employed  by  Congress  to  go  down  immediately  to  Virginia 
and  sett  up  very  extensive  W orks14  but  as  every  possible  Method  will 
be  made  Use  of  for  intercepting  these  Supplies  I  hope  the  Merch.ts 
in  Providence  have  or  will  immediately  take  the  more  speedy  and 
effectual  Methods  for  obtaining  large  Supplies;  I  think  they  ought  to 
import  Lead  by  all  Means;  for,  allowing  We  succeed  in  getting  it  out 
of  the  Conn.4  Mines,  which  is  by  no  Means  absolutely  certain,  yet, 
the  land  Carriage  would  cost  almost  as  much  as  the  lead  would 
abroad.  Arms  also  will  be  wanted  for  We  must  undoubtedly  encrease 
our  Army  and  very  considerably.  Happily  for  America  the  Congress 
will  chearfully  adopt  the  most  vigorous  Measures  and  pursue  them 
with  the  utmost  Spirit;  that  Timidity  and  fluctuation  of  Counsels 
which  a  Hope  of  Reconciliation  induced  have  done  Us  infinite  Mis¬ 
chief.  One  of  the  above  referred  to  Letters  says  that  Ministry  con¬ 
cluded  from  our  Petition  that  the  Congress  found  themselves  too  weak 
to  carry  on  Opposition  and  took  a  Resolution  to  exert  their  whole 
Force  to  crush  us  at  once.  Many  of  Us  expected  this  would  be  the 
Consequence  of  those  Measures  but  Thanks  be  to  God  We  are  not 
like  to  be  again  haunted  with  that  evil  genius  And  The  Sin  of  Fear  is 
now  entirely  banished  from  amongst  Us. 

By  Letters  from  Camp  I  find  there  is  infinite  Difficulty  in  re¬ 
inlisting  the  Army;  the  Idea  of  making  it  wholly  continental  has  in¬ 
duced  so  many  Alterations  disgusting  to  both  officers  and  Men  that 
very  little  Success  has  attended  our  recruiting  Orders.  I  have  often 

12Two  of  the  regiments  arrived  at  Boston  near  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  rest 
went  to  Halifax  or  Quebec.  Washington  to  Congress,  January  4  and  24,  1776; 
Washington  IV,  208-09,  274. 

^Vessels  could  obtain  special  leave  to  make  shipments  to  ports  outside  the 
united  colonies  on  giving  bond  to  bring  back  powder  or  other  scarce  articles  for 
war  purposes.  Resolution  of  July  15,  1775;  Journals  II,  184-85. 

^Because  of  a  shortage  of  powder.  Congress  was  desperately  attempting  to 
provide  for  its  domestic  manufacture,  of  which  salt-petre  was  one  of  the  chief 
ingredients.  The  expert  mentioned  has  not  been  identified. 
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told  Congress  that  under  the  Idea  of  new  modelling  I  was  afraid  We 
should  destroy  our  Army ;  It  is  expected  that  an  Attack  will  be  made 
upon  our  Lines  on  the  Arrival  of  all  the  Reinforcements;  a  Reduction 
of  the  Army,  or  a  Want  of  Powder  or  Arms  may  be  fatal.  You  are 
much  nearer  the  Camp  than  I  am  and  may  be  better  acquainted  with 
the  Difficulties ;  southern  Gentlemen  wish  to  remove  that  Attachment 
which  the  Officers  and  Men  have  to  their  respective  Colonies  and 
make  them  look  up  to  the  Continent  at  large  for  their  Support  or 
Promotion.  I  never  thought  that  Attachment  injurious  to  the  common 
Cause  but  the  strongest  Inducement  to  People  to  risque  every  thing 
in  Defence  of  the  whole  upon  the  Preservation  of  which  must  depend 
the  Safety  of  each  Colony.  I  wish  therefore  not  to  eradicate  but 
regulate  it  in  such  a  Manner  as  may  most  conduce  to  the  Protection 
of  the  whole.15  I  am  not  a  little  alarmed  at  the  present  Situation  of 
the  Army.  I  wish  your  utmost  Influence  may  be  used  to  put  things 
upon  a  proper  Footing  and  must  beg  Leave  through  you  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  Matter  to  the  immediate  Attention  of  the  Governor;  there 
is  no  Time  to  be  lost. 

We  have  been  so  vastly  hurried  that  the  building  a  Navy  hath  not 
been  taken  into  Consideration  yet,  but  it  will  be  done  in  a  Day  or  two 
I  think.  Proper  Regards  to  all,  Your  very  affec.e  Bro.r 

Sam  Ward 

P.S.  Do  write  Me  very  particularly  the  State  of  the  Army. 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadel.a  23.d  Nov.r  1775 

Dear  Bro.r 

I  promised  Myself  a  Letter  from  You  by  last  Post  and  a  particular 
Ace.4  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Assembly  but  am  sadly  disappointed ; 
dont  fail  another  Post  while  I  am  here  if  it  be  possible  to  avoid  it; 
should  you  ever  be  from  all  your  Connections  Months  together  you’l 
know  the  Pleasure  of  receiving  Letters  from  them. 

If  Gentlemen  have  not  already  sett  out  for  this  City  with  the  Accts 
of  the  Com.ee  of  Safety  I  should  advise  their  deferring  the  Journey  a 
little  while  as  there  is  no  Money  in  the  Treasury.  Orders  are  given 

iSThis  complicated  and  delicate  situation  is  analyzed  in  French,  First  Year, 
507-22. 
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for  making  Paper  for  another  Emission  which  I  think  will  be  about 
two  Millions  of  Dollars;  if  they  are  on  the  Journey  we  will  do  the  best 
We  can. 

I  want  to  know  what  Effect  the  Stoppage  of  Trade  has  in  our 
Colony,  whether  any  Powder  or  Arms  have  lately  arrived  and  in 
[torn]  Thing  of  Importance  to  the  common  Cause. 

Nothing  of  Importance  since  mine  of  last  Tuesday;  my  Concern 
for  the  Army  hangs  heavy  upon  Me;  if  they  are  but  well  supplied 
with  good  Arms  and  Ammunition  and  reconciled  to  the  new  Regula¬ 
tions  or  will  continue  under  the  old  chearfully  in  the  Service  I  shall 
not  fear  a’  Battle;  be  full  in  your  next  upon  this  Head.  Adieu  My 
dear  Bro.r 

Sam  Ward 

superscription:  To  Henry  Ward  Esq1 

Providence 

*  *  * 

Samuel  Ward,  Jr.,  to  his  sisters. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Point  aux  Trembles  26  Nov  1775 

My  dear  Girls 

with  how  much  pleasure  do  I  embrace  the  most  distant  oppertunity 
of  writing  to  you.  but  whether  ever  you  will  recieve  what  I  write  is 
very  uncertain.  Good  God !  how  various  are  the  scenes  that  I  have 
passd  through  since  I  left  You  the  29th  of  last  May?  but  the  wise  Men 
say  life  is  a  Journey,  and  seeing  We  must  go  through  with  it  and  see¬ 
ing  that  tis  the  end  We  ought  to  look  at,  why  should  We  be  troubled 
at  any  perverse  Accidents  on  the  way  —  it  would  take  too  much  time 
for  me  to  tell  You  what  We  have  undergone  —  however  as  a  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  whole,  We  have  gone  up  one  of  the  most  rapid  rivers 
[Kennebec]  in  the  world,  where  the  water  was  so  shoal  that,  Moder¬ 
ately  speaking,  We  have  waded  100  Miles.  We  were  thirty  days  in 
a  Wilderness  that  none  but  savages  ever  Attempted  to  pass16  We 
marched  100  Miles  upon  short  three  days  Provisions,  Waded  over 

16Arnold’s  force  was  divided  into  four  divisions.  Ward  and  his  company  were 
in  the  third,  under  Major  Return  Jonathan  Meigs  of  Connecticut,  the  movements 
of  which  can  be  followed  in  Meigs’  Journal.  Kenneth  Roberts,  March  to  Quebec 
(1947),  171-92. 
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three  rapid  Rivers,17  Marchd  through  snow,  and  Ice  bare  foot,  passd 
over  the  S1  Lawrence  where  it  was  Full  of  the  Enemies  Frigates,  and 
are  now  about  twenty  four  Miles  [up  stream]  from  the  City  to  recruit 
our  worn  out  Natures  —  I  have  been  hearty  through  the  whole  Voy¬ 
age  till  within  these  few  days,  but  soon  shall  be  well  again  —  Gen.1 
Montgomery  intends  to  Join  Us  immediately,  so  that  We  have  a 
Winters  Campaign  before  Us.  but  I  trust  We  shall  have  the  Glory  of 
taking  Quebec.  —  surely  Providence  has  been  so  kind  as  to  preserve 
You  All  in  good  health,  I  long  however  to  be  with  You,  I  should  re¬ 
joice  to  exchange  the  fatigues  of  a  Soldiers  life,  for  the  easy,  but  most 
agreeable  scenes  of  Domestic  enjoyment.  I  dont  wish  to  desert  the 
Cause  of  my  Country,  but  if  I  could  mingle  it  togather.  that  is  im¬ 
possible  !  I  have  brought  two  letters  through  All  my  Voyage  one  is 
Yours  Debby  and  one  my  hon.d  Fathers.  I  wrote  to  him  several  Days 
agone,  but,  how  I  am  plagued  with  uncertainties?  t’is  the  law  of  this 
state  and  I  surely  cannot  complain.  —  Gen.1  Carlton,  who  Abandond 
Montrial  a  few  days  past,18  has  publishd  a  proclamation,  ordering 
All  the  Inhabitants  of  Quebec  that  will  not  take  up  Arms  to  quit  the 
place;  there  is  in  the  number  a  few  of  the  New-England  People  who 
intend  to  return  home  immediately,  this  should  it  reach  You  must 
[torn;  4  lines  missing]  I  should  now  be  glad  to  see  the  veryest  wretch 
I  know  off,  was  he  from  the  Free  little  honourable  Govern.1  of  Rhode 
Island.  Cap1  Topham  and  Thayer19  who  are  also  from  our  Gov  are 
well;  should  this  ever  reach  You  contrive  to  let  their  Families  know 
it  —  I  must  close  this  sceene.  After  giving  my  heartyest  love  to  my 
Young  little  Fleroes,  to  my  Sistors  All,  Aunts  and  All  friends  —  I  am 
my  dear  Girls  As  at  all  times  Your  Affectionate  friend  and  Brother, 
in  haste  enough  — 


S  Ward  Junr 

I  am  as  poor  [as]  a  church  mouse  — 

superscription:  To  The  Honble  Sam.1  Ward  Esq.r  or  his  Family 
in  Westerly  —  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  from  Quebec 


17The  du  Loup,  la  Famine,  and  Etchemin.  See  map  of  Arnold’s  route  from  the 
Canadian  boundary,  mostly  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Chaudiere,  to  Point  Levi, 
in  Justin  H.  Smith,  Our  Struggle  for  the  Fourteenth  Colony,  I  (1907)  facing 
page  583. 

18Montreal  surrendered  on  November  13;  but  General  Carleton  had  slipped 
away  by  boat  for  Quebec  two  days  earlier. 

19Captains  John  Topham  and  Simeon  Thayer,  Rhode  Islanders,  were  in  the 
second  division  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Christopher  Greene.  Both  Topham’s 
and  Thayer’s  original  diaries  are  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 
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Dear  Girls  I  took  this  method  of  directing  for  fear  You  would  other¬ 
wise  not  get  the  Letter. 

*  *  * 

Gov.  Cooke  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

Original  in  the  Cooke  Papers,  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Providence  Novem.  27th.  1775 

Gentlemen, 

As  I  am  well  convinced  that  the  Ministry  will  act  in  America  next 
Year  with  powerful  Armies  I  am  under  the  greatest  apprehensions 
that  we  shall  be  deficient  in  that  most  necessary  Article  of  Gun¬ 
powder.  The  measures  hitherto  taken  to  provide  it  seem  to  me 
greatly  inadequate  to  our  Demands;  and  my  Attention  hath  been 
constantly  turned  towards  a  probable  Means  of  supplying  them.  I 
have  thought  of  a  Plan  which,  if  it  be  possible  to  carry  it  into  Execu¬ 
tion,  will  answer  our  warmest  Wishes.  By  late  Experiments  it  appears 
that  Saltpetre  may  be  more  expeditiously  made,  and  by  a  more  simple 
Operation,  out  of  Earth  taken  from  under  Buildings,  than  in  any 
other  Way.  I  myself  have  set  some  Leaches,  and  procured  Saltpetre 
of  the  best  quality  from  Earth  taken  from  under  my  Barn,  and  am 
confident  that  the  whole  Process  may  be  completed  in  Four  Days. 
I  propose  that  the  Congress  address  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies 
recommending  it,  by  the  most  cogent  Arguments  and  Motives  that 
the  important  Subject  will  afford,  to  every  farmer,  who  hath  a  Barn 
and  Crib,  immediately  to  set  up  leeches,  in  Proportion  to  the  Dimen¬ 
sion  of  his  Buildings,  for  the  making  of  Saltpetre.20  Let  the  Congress 
also  recommend  it  to  the  several  Colonial  Assemblies,  and  Conven¬ 
tions,  to  give  such  a  Price  for  it,  for  a  limited  Time,  as  will  be  a  suf¬ 
ficient  Encouragement  to  the  Undertakers,  and  to  subject  to  Penal¬ 
ties  all  those  who  have  Buildings  suitable  for  the  Purpose,  and  shall 
neglect  or  refuse,  at  this  most  critical  Conjuncture,  to  make  an  Ar¬ 
ticle  so  essentially  necessary  for  the  Preservation  of  their  Country. 
In  this  Case  it  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  Committees  in  every 
Town  and  Parish  to  Care  that  the  Resolutions  be  punctually  com¬ 
plied  with.  I  suppose  that  the  Farmers  who  have  large  Barns  and 
Cribs  may,  to  their  great  Profit,  at  a  small  Expense  for  Leech  Hogs¬ 
heads  only,  and  by  the  same  Fire  that  keeps  them  warm,  easily  make 
during  the  Course  of  the  Winter  30  or  40  Pounds  one  with  another. 

2°Congress  had  taken  action  along  the  lines  suggested  on  July  28,  but  only  with 
respect  to  the  tobacco  colonies.  Journals  II,  218-19  and  III,  511. 


130 


Correspondence  of  Governor  Samuel  Ward 

I  make  no  Doubt  that  Sulphur,  if  early  Measures  are  taken,  may  be 
imported  from  the  West-Indies.  I  am  told  that  any  Quantity  may  be 
had  at  the  South  Part  of  Dominica  near  the  Harbor  of  Roseau  where 
it  is  so  plenty  that  Boats  may  lay  along  Side  the  Banks  and  lade  with 
it.  By  these  Means  it  appears  to  me  that  we  may  be  seasonably  and 
fully  supplied  with  Gunpowder.  If  the  Congress  think  these  hint 
worthy  of  Attention  the  sooner  they  perfect  them  the  better:  as  the 
Southern  Colonies  may  be  at  Work  almost  the  whole  Winter;  and  in 
the  Northern  Colonies  we  may  expect  some  Intervals  of  open  Weather 
when  the  Earth  may  be  got  from  under  the  Buildings. 

The  following  is  a  short  Account  of  the  Experiment  I  made.  I  set 
Four  Molasses  Hogsheads  for  Leaches  of  Earth  taken  down  as  low 
as  Twelve  Inches  in  the  same  Manner  they  are  set  to  make  Soap,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  I  did  not  use  Lime;  they  stood  Two  Nights  and  One 
Day.  I  then  drew  off  the  Lye,  boiled  it  Half  away,  strained  it 
through  Ashes  that  had  been  leeched  before,  then  boiled  it  again 
until  it  was  of  a  proper  Consistence  (which  is  determined  by  putting 
it  in  a  Spoon  or  Saucer  to  cool;  if  it  shoots  into  Chrystals  it  is  boiled 
enough)  and  then  set  it  in  a  Vessel  to  cool.  The  next  Morning  the 
Saltpetre  was  made.  In  the  Evening  I  poured  off  the  Lye,  put  the 
Saltpetre  into  a  Pail,  poured  boiling  Water  upon  it,  and  stirred  it 
until  it  was  entirely  dissolved,  and  set  it  away  to  cool.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  the  Saltpetre  was  perfectly  clarified.  I  poured  off  the  Lye  and 
boiled  it  again,  from  which  I  gained  a  considerable  Proportion  of 
Saltpetre.  This  was  my  First  Trial.  Upon  Further  Experience  I  sup¬ 
pose  great  Improvements  may  be  made  in  the  Process. 

I  have  just  seen  Mr.  Ezra  Deane  of  Cranston  who  returned  from 
Susquehannah  last  week.  He  informs  me  that  he  saw  at  the  House 
of  Mr.  John  Jenkins  of  Exeter  in  that  Purchase  one  Jeremiah  Blanch¬ 
ard  who  shewed  them  a  Parcel  of  Earth  taken  as  he  said  out  of  the 
Side  of  a  Hill,  which  contained  a  vast  Proportion  of  Saltpetre,  and 
told  them  that  any  Quantity  might  be  obtained.  I  enclose  you  a  small 
Sample  of  it.  Deane  who  is  to  be  relied  upon  gives  Jenkins  a  good 
Character  but  does  not  speak  so  favourably  of  Blanchard.  The  Ne¬ 
cessity  of  obtaining  Saltpetre  is  so  great  that  we  ought  to  take  every 
Chance.  And  as  this  Matter  can  be  ascertained  at  a  small  Expense  I 
think  it  will  be  prudent  immediately  to  send  one  or  more  trusty  Per¬ 
sons  to  the  Spot  to  make  Examination  and  Experiments.  They 
ought  to  be  cloathed  with  proper  Credentials  from  the  Congress  upon 
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Account  of  the  unhappy  Dispute  between  Pennsylvania  and  Con¬ 
necticut. 

We  have  now  in  the  Harbour  of  Newport  the  Rose  the  Swan  and 
the  Glasgow  with  a  Bomb-Brig  and  Six  Tenders,  and  a  large  Scow 
as  a  Transport. 

Capt.  [Abraham]  Whipple  who  sailed  last  Night  for  Philadelphia 
took  a  Schooner  of  30  Tons  from  Boston  in  Ballast  addressed  to  G. 
Rome  for  fresh  Provisions,21  Capt.  [David]  Arnold  who  came  Pas¬ 
senger  in  her  informs  me  that,  when  he  left  Boston,  which  was  Ten 
Days  ago,  about  500  Troops  had  arrived  there. 

All  our  Accounts  from  the  Continental  Army  agree  that  the  Men 
re-enlist  very  slowly. 

I  desire  you  to  procure  and  send  me  a  particular  Account  of  the 
Process  of  making  Gunpowder  and  of  the  Proportions  of  the  several 
Ingredients  &c. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem  and  Regard,  Gents 

Your  most  obedt.  and  hble  Servt. 

Nich.s  Cooke 

Hon’ble  S.  Hopkins  and  S.  Ward  Esqrs 

*  *  * 


Ward  and  Hopkins  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

Original  in  the  Gratz  Collection,  Hist.  Soc.  of  Pennsylvania. 
Photostat  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 


Sir 


Philadelphia  2d.  Deer.  1775 


Since  our  last  We  have  the  Honor  of  two  Letters  from  you;  Genl. 
Hopkins  has  arrived  very  well,  his  accepting  the  Command  of  the 
Fleet  gives  universal  Satisfaction :  Capt.  Whipple  is  not  yet  arrived ; 
We  are  a  little  embarrassed  about  the  Vessel,  the  Comee.  informs 
us  that  the  Colony  considers  her  as  belonging  to  the  Continent  and  in 
their  Service  and  propose  to  be  repaid  for  her  and  the  Wages  of  the 
People  if  so  will  not  refusing  to  let  her  cooperate  with  the  Fleet 
wherever  destined  frustrate  the  Design  of  repayment  for  her  and 
past  Services  We  wish  your  Honors  for  their  Directions  on  this 
Head  and  hope  they  may  arrive  before  there  is  a  Necessity  of  coming 


21As  to  Whipple’s  activities  as  Commodore  of  Rhode  Island’s  two  ship  navy 
established  in  June  1775;  C.  O.  Paullin,  The  Navy  of  the  American  Revolution 
(1906),  464-65.  Whipple,  who  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Stephen  and  Esek  Hop¬ 
kins,  was  reputedly  a  leader  in  the  burning  of  the  Gaspee  in  1772. 
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to  any  Resolution  about  it,  but  if  not  We  shall  advise  Capt.  Whipple 
to  follow  his  Instruction 

The  Congress  is  acquainted  with  the  Difficulties  of  reenlisting  the 
Troops  and  is  taking  Measures  for  promoting  that  Service  and  wish 
the  Colony  will  afford  the  General  all  proper  Assistance  in  compleat- 
ing  the  Levies. 

W e  are  heartily  glad  that  the  Chair  is  filled  and  beg  Leave  to  pre¬ 
sent  our  most  sincere  and  respectful  Compliments  of  Congratulation 
upon  the  Occasion  and  from  the  happy  Experience  We  have  had  of 
Your  Integrity  and  public  Virtue  We  doubt  not  but  all  the  Powers 
with  which  you  are  invested  will  be  exerted  for  the  Preservation  of 
the  Liberties  of  your  Country 

We  are 

With  very  great  Regard 

your  most  obedet.  and  very  hble  Servts. 

S  Hopkins 
Sam  Ward 

Govr.  Cooke 
P.S. 

Lord  Dunmore  has  issued  a  Proclamation  which  We  have  just 
seen  requiring  all  Persons  Capable  of  bearing  Arms  to  repair  to  his 
Majts.  Standard  erected  in  Norfolk  upon  the  Penalty  of  being  de¬ 
clared  Rebels,  He  hath  offered  Freedom  to  all  Slaves  belonging  to 
those  he  calls  Rebels  that  will  take  up  Arms  against  the  Country  and 
hath  forbid  the  Payment  of  all  Taxes  and  Quitrents  until  Peace  is 
restored  and  is  taking  every  Measure  to  debauch  the  People  he 
has  of  all  Sorts  about  twelve  hundred. 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Sabbath  Day  1 1  o’Clock  [December  2,  1775] 

Dear  Bro.r 

For  Fear  the  Post  should  go  out  I  was  shorter  than  I  designed; 
a  very  long  Debate  hath  been  held  relative  to  reinlisting  the  Army 
I  proposed  and  urged  every  thing  in  my  Power  to  get  a  Bounty  given 
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the  Soldiers  but  could  not  prevail  ;22  the  southern  Gent.n  insist  upon 
it  that  let  the  Event  be  what  they  will  they  would  not  give  it  and  even 
Conn.1  [and]  Hampshire  voted  against  it;23  but  afterwards  it  was 
resolved  to  pay  the  Men  the  Arrears  and  one  Months  Pay  Advance 
and  write  to  the  Colonies  to  assist  Gen.1  Washington  in  compleating 
the  Levies:  the  News  from  Virginia  you  have  principally  in  the 
Gov.rs  Letter.  It  is  alarming  and  if  it  had  arrived  before  the  Resolve 
against  a  Bounty  would  I  think  have  helped  Us  in  that  Question. 
I  shall  endeavour  to  improve  that  and  every  other  Circumstance  to 
obtain  every  Encouragement  to  our  People  to  inlist :  Lord  Dunmore 
[royal  Governor  of  Virginia]  has  proclaimed  martial  Law ;  the  appre¬ 
hending  Conolly24  and  his  Assistants  must  check  his  Lordships  Prog¬ 
ress.  Dont  fail  to  write  and  particularly  with  Regard  to  the  Army. 

The  Committee  of  Princess  Ann  County  in  Virginia  have  wrote  to 
the  Congress  for  Troops  as  they  are  remote  from  the  rest  of  the  Col¬ 
ony:  the  Letters  are  now  reading:  Lord  Dunmore  has  proposed  an 
Oath  to  the  People  of  this  County  to  abjure  American  Proceedings 
and  etc  and  a  Form  of  Association.  Parts  if  any  of  this  Letter  as  you 
may  think  may  intimidate  or  injure  you’l  not  read  publickly.  S  W 
The  County  where  L.d  Dunmore  is  now  exerting  himself  is  separated 
from  the  rest  of  the  Colony  by  Chesapeak  Bay. 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 
Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 


Dear  Bro  r  Philadel.a  3.rd  Dec.r  1775 

When  I  wrote  You  yesterday  I  was  not  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
affairs  of  Virginia  as  I  am  now;  last  Evening  a  Com.ee  (of  which  I 


22The  opposition  by  southern  members  of  Congress  to  a  bounty  and  Washing¬ 
ton’s  failure  to  urge  it  were  perhaps  the  major  errors  of  the  first  year  of  the  war. 
My  interest  in  Ward  was  first  aroused  because  of  his  foresight  and  staunchness 
in  urging  a  bounty  for  enlistment  or  re-enlistment,  as  had  been  common  in  pre¬ 
vious  colonial  wars.  Congress  finally  accepted  Ward’s  plan,  but  not  until  poten¬ 
tial  recruits  were  lost  by  their  disgust  at  Congress’s  seeming  parsimony.  My  Wash¬ 
ington  and  the  Revolution  .  .  .  ,  115-19. 

23As  this  letter  and  others  immediately  following  indicate,  there  was  a  sharp 
dispute  in  Congress  over  the  proposal  of  the  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 
delegates  to  offer  the  soldiers  in  the  Continental  service,  the  majority  of  whom 
were  New  Englanders,  a  bounty  to  re-enlist.  The  reluctance  to  do  so  is  under¬ 
standable,  but  the  adverse  decision,  which  greatly  curtailed  re-enlistments,  was 
almost  certainly  a  mistake. 

24Dr.  John  Connolly,  Allan  Cameron,  and  John  F.  D.  Smyth,  Tories  plotting 
an  Indian  attack  on  the  Colonial  frontier,  were  seized  at  Frederick,  Maryland. 
Force,  Archives  III,  1038,  1047  and  1660-62.  As  to  Connolly:  Sparks,  Writings 
of  George  Washington,  III,  212-13. 
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am  a  Member)  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  State  of 
that  Colony  and  etc,  met.  We  had  all  the  Virginia  Delegates  with  Us 
and  the  Letters  from  the  Com.ee  of  Northampton  County  [Virginia] 
with  the  Proclam.”  and  new  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  an  Association 
of  Lord  Dunmore’s  planning  before  Us;  from  the  whole  it  appears 
to  Me  that  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne  Counties  lying  on  the  south 
Side  of  Chesapeak  Bay  and  forming  the  Northeast  part  of  that  Col¬ 
ony  on  the  south  side  of  the  Bay  have  been  so  far  debauched  and 
intimidated  by  Lord  Dunmore  who  has  been  vastly  active  and  politic 
that  they  have  not  been  able  to  check  his  Operations;  having  full 
Scope  He  hath  exerted  every  Influence  derived  from  Authority,  Coer¬ 
cion,  Flattery  and  Corruption,  hath  offered  Freedom  to  all  interested 
Servants  and  Negroes  who  would  join  him  and  in  this  Way  hath  got 
about  1200  Men  with  him,  is  about  to  open  Trade  to  the  interdicted 
Ports,  and  has  greatly  alarmed  the  other  Counties  on  that  Bay;  the 
Committee  of  North  hampton  County  lying  on  the  north  side  of 
Chesapeak  Bay  and  being  unconnected  with  the  rest  of  the  Colo.y2S 
has  wrote  to  the  Congress  for  Aid,  they  assure  Us  that  the  People  are 
well  disposed  but  have  neither  Arms  nor  Ammunition  and  being  two 
or  three  hundred  Miles  remote  from  that  Part  of  the  Colony  which 
can  give  them  Assistance  they  are  afraid  that  Lord  Dunmore  will  be 
able  to  to  force  great  Numbers  in  that  And  the  adjoining  County  of 
Awcomack  [Accomac]  into  his  Service  and  get  large  Quantities  ( half 
a  Million  of  Bush.s)  of  Wheat  for  Exportation  to  our  Enemies;  when 
the  Situation  of  these  Counties  is  considered  the  Character  of  the 
Colony  ought  no  more  to  be  affected  by  what  is  past  there  than  that 
of  our  Colony  should  be  by  the  imprudent  Conduct  of  some  People  in 
Newport;  indeed  by  all  Acc.ts  which  I  can  get  there  is  not  half  the 
Number  of  Tories  in  Proportion  to  their  Numbers  that  We  had  last 
Spring,  and  that  those  People  are  Men  of  true  Courage  their  whole 
History  evinces.  The  Com.ee  has  not  yet  reported  but  concludes  to 
recommend  a  sufficient  Force  to  be  sent  into  those  two  Counties  to 
protect  our  Friends  and  cover  our  Association  until  Measures  can  be 
taken  for  effectually  reducing  L.d  Dunmore  and  his  Associates. 

I  enclose  You  a  Curiosity;  a  Jamacia  Gent."  who  was  in  London 
gave  my  worthy  Friend  lately  from  thence  a  Copy  from  which  I  took 

^Northampton  and  Accomac  are  the  Virginia  counties  at  the  southern  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  peninsula  between  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  Atlantic. 
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this;  the  whole  is  finely  done  and  the  last  Line  I  think  ought  to  be  the 
motto  of  every  American.26 

I  have  this  Moment  rec.d  the  Favors  of  Messr.  Nich.s  and  Jn°. 
Brown27  addressed  to  Us  jointly.  The  Sentiments  do  great  Honor  to 
the  Authors;  they  recommend  Matters  of  vast  Importance;  make  my 
most  respectful  Compliments  And  let  them  know  that  as  soon  as  M.r 
Hopkins  and  I  can  confer  upon  them  We  shall  with  great  Pleasure 
acknowledge  their  Favors  in  a  particular  Manner.28  It  is  very  un¬ 
happy  that  We  lodge  apart ;  W e  are  both  much  upon  Com.ees  and  our 
Time  is  so  taken  up  that  We  have  no  Opportunities  scarcely  of  con¬ 
sulting  each  other. 

This  Day  I  shall  enjoy  Myself  highly;  next  to  the  Pleasure  of  being 
at  home  is  that  of  seeing  our  Friends  when  abroad;  Gov.r  Hopfkins], 
his  Bro.r  and  Son,29  the  Com.ee  for  Accts3°  and  Cap1.  Whipple  all  do 
Me  the  Favor  to  dine  with  Me;  never  did  I  expect  the  Pleasure  of 
seeing  so  many  of  my  Countrymen  on  this  Side  Rhodeisland.  I  shall 
be  happy  if  the  Afternoon  proves  as  agreable  to  them  as  I  am  sure  it 
must  be  to  Me.  I  expect  them  every  Moment  and  therefore  must 
conclude.  Your  very  affec.e  Bro.r 

Sam  Ward 

No  News  since  my  last, 
superscription:  To  Henry  Ward  Esq. r 

Providence 

*  *  * 

Gov.  Cooke  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

Original  in  Library  of  Congress,  Division  of  Manuscripts,  Rhode  Island 
Miscellany.  Copy  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Gentlemen  Providence  Decern.'  4.th  1775 

I  am  to  inform  you  that  in  Consequence  of  a  Resolution  of  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  15.th  July  last  that  Vessels  bringing  Powder  should  have 

26Not  found;  but  probably  the  spurious  John  Bradshaw  of  Jamaica  epitaph, 
with  the  famous  last  lines  “And  never — never  forget  That  Rebellion  to  Tyrants 
is  Obedience  to  God,”  supposedly  an  invention  of  Benjamin  Franklin;  Howard  P. 
Arnold  Historic  Sidelights  (1899),  237-79. 

27Two  of  the  four  Brown  brothers  (the  others,  Joseph  and  Moses)  notable 
merchants  and  philanthropists  of  Providence. 

28Ward’s  letter  of  December  14  below  indicates  the  recommendation  was  to 
build  some  naval  vessels. 

29Stephen  and  Esek  Hopkins  and  probably  John  Burroughs  Hopkins,  Esek’s  son. 
20Nathaniel  and  Gideon  Mumford  and  Thomas  Greene,  who  came  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  collect  money  from  Congress  to  reimburse  Rhode  Island  for  expenses  of 
maintaining  its  regiments  in  the  Continental  army.  Their  report  is  in  R.  I.  Records 

VII,  411. 
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Liberty  of  exporting  any  Produce  of  the  Colony  Application  hath 
been  made  to  the  General  Committee  by  Mess.rs  Clarke  and  Nightin¬ 
gale  who  imported  Powder  &.c  the  latter  End  of  August  last  and  by 
M.r  John  Brown  who  since  that  Time  hath  also  imported  a  Quantity 
to  export  Produce  to  the  Amount  of  those  Articles  imported.  A  Ma¬ 
jority  of  the  Committee  were  of  Opinion  that  the  Congress  by  that 
Resolution  intended  only  foreign  Vessels.  I  must  desire  you  to  lay 
this  Matter  before  the  Congress  and  request  a  Determination  of  the 
Point  from  them  as  soon  as  possible,  that  the  Gentlemen  may,  if 
allowed,  send  out  their  Vessels  with  all  Expedition;  Mess.rs  Clarke 
and  Nightingale  being  willing  to  engage  to  bring  back  the  whole 
Amount  of  the  Produce  exported  in  Powder  or  other  warlike  Stores 
if  to  be  procured. 

M.r  Ward  informs  the  Secretary  that  the  Continental  Treasury  is 
exhausted.31  I  must  intreat  you  to  use  your  utmost  Endeavours  to 
procure  the  Money  due  to  the  Colony  to  be  paid  to  our  Committee. 
I  suppose  when  the  Accounts  are  liquidated  it  may  be  borrowed  until 
the  proposed  new  Emission  can  be  issued.  The  Necessities  of  the 
Colony  are  great.  Besides  we  depend  upon  this  Money  for  fitting  out 
Two  Vessels  for  Powder  Arms  Lead  &.c  One  with  a  Cargo  of  £-4000. 
and  the  other  of  £3000,  and  another  small  Vessel  to  proceed  to  the 
West-Indies  for  a  Load  of  Sulphur.  The  Committee  appointed  for 
that  Purpose  are  now  engaged  in  that  Business,  and  the  Consequences 
of  a  Disappointment  will  be  very  injurious  to  the  Publick. 

It  is  not  in  my  Power  to  give  you  an  Account  of  the  Number  of 
Men  reinlisted  into  the  Continental  Army;  but  I  do  not  suppose  that 
One  Half  have  engaged  again.  I  have  a  Letter  from  General  Greene 
dated  Thursday  last  in  which  he  expresses  the  greatest  Anxiety  about 
the  Fate  of  the  Army,  and  seems  to  think  that  it  must  be  completed 
by  Draughts  from  the  several  Colonies.  Exhausted  and  distressed  as 
this  Colony  is  I  hope  and  believe  that  we  are  able  to  carry  such  a 
Measure  into  Execution.  Indeed,  considering  how  heavily  the  War 
hath  fallen  upon  us,  it  is  wonderful  that  we  have  been  able  to  manifest 
such  a  Spirit  and  exert  so  great  a  Force.  The  General  in  his  Letter 
writes  me  “We  had  a  fine  Storeship  taken  Yesterday,32  2200  Stand 
of  Arms  on  board,  2  brass  6  Pounders,  One  13  inch  Mortar  between 

31Samuel  Ward  to  Henry  Ward,  November  23,  1775,  above. 

32The  Nancy,  captured  by  the  Lee,  Captain  John  Manley,  commander;  Wash¬ 
ington,  IV,  132. 
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30  and  40  Tons  of  small  Arm  Balls,  and  a  prodigious  Quantity  of 
military  Stores  of  all  Kinds  except  Powder.  Several  small  Prizes  have 
been  taken  within  a  Day  or  Two.  There  is  another  Storeship,  more 
valuable  than  this  taken,  we  hope  will  fall  in  our  Way.  God  grant  it 
may  as  it  will  unfold  the  Reason  of  our  long  Silence.” 

We  have  taken  on  Shore  in  Newport  Lieu.1  Stanhope  Commander 
of  one  of  the  armed  Schooners.33  He  himself  is  much  upon  the  Re¬ 
serve;  but  by  the  best  Accounts  he  is  Nephew  to  the  Dutchess  of 
Ghandois  [Chandos]  and  a  very  near  Relation  of  Earl  Stanhope. 
He  is  at  present  confined  in  One  of  the  best  Rooms  in  our  Gaol  under 
a  Guard.  I  should  think  it  best  for  the  Congress  to  erect  a  suitable 
Place  in  the  interior  Part  of  the  Country  for  the  Confinement  of 
Prisoners  of  Note  it  being  impossible  to  keep  them  in  or  near  the  Sea- 
Port  Towns  without  shutting  them  up  in  a  close  Gaol  like  Felons. 

I  am  with  great  Regard 

Gent.n  Your  most  ob/  hble  Serv/ 

Endorsed :  Nich.s  Cooke 

Copy  to  the  Delegates 
Decern/  4.th  1775 


*  *  * 


Gen.  Greene  to  Ward. 

Original  in  William  L.  Clements  Library ,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 

Camp  on  Prospect  Hill  Decern  10  1775 

As  I  receive  no  Answer  to  my  last  I  continue  to  write  on  in  hopes 
to  teaze  you  into  a  compliance  to  Perform  your  promise  which  was  to 
write  me  every  Opportunity  —  In  my  last  I  mention’d  to  you  that 
the  Troops  enlisted  very  slow  in  general.  I  was  in  hopes  then  that 
ours  would  not  have  deserted  the  cause  of  their  Country  —  But  they 
seem  to  be  so  sick  of  this  way  of  life,  and  so  home  sick  that  I  fear  the 
greater  part  and  the  best  part  of  the  Troops  from  our  Colony  will  go 
home  —  Conectecut  Troops  are  going  home  in  Shoals  this  Day;34 
five  thousand  of  the  Militia  three  from  this  Province  [Massachusetts] 
&  two  from  Hamshire  are  called  in  to  take  their  places  —  There  is  a 

33Henry  Edwin  Stanhope,  sent  to  Connecticut  on  parole.  He  broke  his  parole, 
was  recaptured  and  jailed  again.  Journals  V,  422  and  429. 

34The  seven  months  period  of  enlistment  of  many  if  not  most  of  the  soldiers  in 
the  Connecticut  Army  of  Observation  taken  over  by  the  Continental  Congress, 
expired  on  December  10. 
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great  defection  among  them  Troops,  but  from  the  spirit  and  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  People  of  that  Province  I  make  no  doubt  they  will  furnish 
their  proportion  without  any  difficulty  —  New  hamshire  behaves 
Nobly,  their  Troops  engaged  chearfully.  The  Regiment  raisd  in  the 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island  has  hurt  our  Recruiting  amazingly;  they 
are  fond  of  serving  in  the  Army  at  Home,  and  each  feels  a  desire  to 
protect  his  own  family35  —  I  harrangued  the  Troops  Yesterday,  I 
hope  it  had  some  effect;  they  appear  of  a  better  disposition  to  Day; 
some  have  Enlisted  and  others  descovers  a  complying  Temper  —  I 
leave  nothing  undone  nor  unsaid  that  I  think  will  promote  the  Re¬ 
cruiting  service.  I  fear  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  is  upon  the  de¬ 
cline;  there  has  been  and  now  is  some  unhappy  disputes  subsisting 
between  the  Town  and  Country  Interest,  and  some  wretches  for  the 
sake  of  a  present  popularity  are  endeavoring  to  foment  the  defssention] 
to  build  up  their  own  Consequence,  to  the  prejudice  and  Ruin  of  the 
Publick  Interest  —  God  grant  they  may  meet  with  the  disgrace  they 
deserve  —  This  Province  begins  to  exert  it  self ;  the  General  Court 
has  undertaken  to  provide  for  the  Army,  Wood  &c.  Their  Troops 
enlist  now  very  fast;  they  are  Zealous  in  the  Country  to  engage  in  the 
service  —  I  sent  home  some  Recruiting  Officers;  they  got  scarcely  a 
man  and  Report  that  there  are  none  to  be  had  there  —  No  Publick 
Spirit  prevails  —  I  wish  you  and  your  Colleagues  was  at  home  a  few 
Weeks  to  spirit  up  the  People  —  Newport  I  believe  from  the  best 
Intelligence  I  can  get  is  determind  to  Observe  a  strict  Neutrality  this 
Winter,  and  join  the  strongest  party  in  the  Spring  —  I  feel  for  the 
honor  of  the  Colony  which  I  think  in  a  fair  way  by  the  conduct  of  the 
People  at  Home  and  the  Troops  abroad  to  receive  a  wound  —  It 
[mortijfies  me  to  Death,  that  our  Colony  &  Troops  should  be  a  whit 
behind  the  Neighbouring  Governments  in  private  Virtue  or  Publick 
Spirit. 

The  Enimy  remains  much  in  the  same  situation  as  mentioned  in 
my  last.  Our  Arm’d  Vessels  are  dayly  makeing  Captures  —  General 
How  is  sending  all  the  useless  mouths  out  of  Boston  —  They  have 
never  fird  a  Gun  at  our  People,  that  is  a  Cannon,  since  my  last,  not¬ 
withstanding  they  have  been  [illegible]  every  Day  in  compleating 
the  Works  on  Cobble  Hill,  which  by  the  bye  is  now  very  strong  —  I 

35A  regiment  of  five  hundred  men  under  Esek  Hopkins  as  colonel,  primarily  for 
home  defense,  to  be  enlisted  for  one  year  at  the  same  rate  of  pay  as  the  Continen¬ 
tals,  was  authorized  by  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  at  its  October-November  ses¬ 
sion.  R.  I.  Records  VII,  384-86,  405. 
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have  been  strengthing  the  Works  on  this  Hill  for  fear  if  the  Soldiery 
should  not  engage  as  chearfully  as  we  expected  we  might  be  able  to 
defend  them  with  a  less  number  of  men  —  But  I  am  fully  convinced 
they  will  not  come  out  unless  drove  out  by  Boombs  &  Corcoses  which 
hope  soon  to  effect. 

N  Greene 


*  *  * 


Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  12.th  Dec/  1775 

Dear  Bro/ 

I  am  obliged  to  You  for  the  Many  very  important  Hints  in  your 
last  and  hope  You  will  never  omit  your  Sentiments  upon  every  in¬ 
teresting  Occasion.  The  Contest  between  the  two  Countries  involves 
a  Question  of  no  less  Magnitude  than  the  Happiness  or  Misery  of 
Millions  and  when  We  extend  our  Views  to  future  Ages  We  may  say 
Millions  of  Millions;  our  Views  therefore  ought  to  be  extensive,  our 
Plans  great  and  our  Exertions  adequate  to  the  immense  Object  before 
Us  and  such  I  doubt  not  will  be  the  Conduct  of  Congress. 

Our  [Rhode  Island’s]  Acc.ts  have  been  presented;  there  were  sev¬ 
eral  large  Articles  [of  new  catagories]  in  them  which  had  never 
been  before  Us  in  any  Acc.ts  already  liquidated.  The  Com.ee  of 
Claims  desired  the  Direction  of  Congress  upon  these,  Who  allowed 
the  Expences  of  moving  the  Stock  and  the  Amount  of  the  Cannon 
but  as  the  Riflemen  and  other  Soldiers  raised  in  the  middle  and 
southern  Colonies  found  their  own  Arms  and  were  allowed  no  Bounty 
The  Congress  would  not  pay  those  two  Charges.  We  hope  however 
when  the  Difficulty,  of  raising  Men  without  a  Bounty  is  better  under¬ 
stood  and  the  Acc.ts  from  the  other  Colonies  are  also  before  us  to 
obtain  a  Reversion  of  this  Opinion.  Upon  a  Consultation  We36  all 
thought  best  to  defer  any  further  Examination  of  the  Acc.ts  until  the 
general  Assembly  is  acquainted  with  this  Resolve  and  all  the  N.  E.d 
Acc.ts  can  come  under  Examination  together:  We  shall  move  for  a 
Grant  to  the  Colony  for  a  Sum  about  adequate  to  the  Ball/  as  it 
now  stands  and  as  the  new  Money  ordered  is  now  printing  We  hope 
to  get  it  for  the  Corn/6  in  a  Week  or  ten  Days. 

36Presumably  Ward,  Hopkins,  and  the  members  of  the  Rhode  Island  committee 
in  Philadelphia. 
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When  you  have  read  the  enclosed,  seal  and  deliver  it;37  an  objec¬ 
tion  was  made  in  the  Com.ee  of  Secresy  that  as  M.r  Hopkins38  was 
going  to  Sea  the  Continent  would  not  be  safe  with  his  Security;  Jus¬ 
tice  to  the  Continent,  the  honor  of  the  Colony  and  my  own  Character 
require  Me  to  ask  their  Obligation  and  as  I  had  no  Motive  in  this 
Matter  but  a  Desire  of  serving  them  I  doubt  but  they  will  readily  give 
it;  You  will  take  it  and  deposit  it  in  your  office  until  my  Return  or  a 
safe  Conveyance  here  presents. 

M.r  Nich.s  Brown  mentions  800  Boxes  spermaceti  Candles  which 
he  would  send  upon  Permission  for  Powder;  if  they  could  do  in  any 
foreign  Port  of  Europe  and  he  would  export  them  on  Acc.*  of  the 
united  Colonies  upon  the  same  Com.ns  allowed  Clarke  and  Nightin¬ 
gale39  and  the  same  Freight  that  we  give  others,  I  could  serve  them 
and  wish  to  know  as  soon  as  possible,  for  our  Contracts  for  Powders 
are  near  compleated  and  People  are  every  Day  offering  to  take  up 
the  Remainder  and  I  keep  it  open  on  Purpose  to  serve  the  Com.y40 
and  accommodate  that  Part  of  the  Country  with  Arms  and  Am¬ 
munition  :  W e  should  want  a  great  Part  of  this  Cargoe  in  good  small 
Arms,  I  would  write  to  the  Comp.y  but  cannot  get  time,  being  obliged 
this  Moment  to  attend  upon  a  Com.ee  I  am  Dear  Bro.r 

Yours  most  affectionately 

Sam  Ward 

P.S.  Wish  if  the  proposal  be  agreable  they  would  write  Me  very 
particularly  their  whole  Plan  or  send  some  proper  Person  to  adjust 
the  whole  with  the  Com.ee 

My  most  respectful  Regards  to  the  Gov.r  and  all  our  Friends. 

The  Congress  besides  one  Battalion  in  Georgia,  two  in  So.  Carolina, 
two  in  North,  two  in  the  Jersey’s  and  one  in  Pennsylvania  has  ordered 
four  more  Battalions  in  Pennsylvania  and  one  in  the  lower  Counties, 
[Delaware]  that  you  see  we  [are]  setting  ourselves  about  the  great 
Work  in  earnest. 

37Evidently  a  bond  to  secure  fulfillment  of  a  contract  to  import  munitions  in 
consideration  of  an  export  license  from  Congress,  which  some  other  persons  in 
Rhode  Island  were  to  sign  in  place  of  Esek  Hopkins. 

38Brigadier-General  Esek  Hopkins  of  Rhode  Island,  was  apparently  already 
chosen  commander  of  one  of  the  ships  of  the  proposed  Continental  navy.  A  letter 
of  November  27  from  a  committee  of  Congress  to  Dudley  Saltonstall  offering  him 
a  commission  in  the  Navy  proves  that  commanders  were  being  chosen  as  early  as 
that  date.  Adrian  H.  Joline,  Meditations  of  an  Autograph  Collector  (1902), 
302-03. 

39  A  leading  firm  of  Providence  merchants  who  had  extensive  dealings  with 
Congress  for  Continental  supplies. 

40Probably  Nicholas  Brown  &  Co.  of  Providence. 
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Henry  Ward  to  Ward  [?]41 

[Nov.  27,  1775.] 

You  most  justly  observe  that  America  can  only  look  for  safety  in 
a  vigorous  determined  defence.  —  The  Die  is  cast.  —  The  union  of 
the  Colonies  with  Britain  is  at  an  end.  —  It  is  as  easy  to  bring  the  two 
poles  together  as  to  bring  about  an  accommodation.  —  The  King  is 
absolute  master  of  the  Parliament,  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  army,  of 
the  navy,  and  of  a  still  greater  host  of  pensioners,  placemen  and  ex¬ 
pectants;  and  is  unalterably  determined  to  be  an  absolute  master  of 
America.  —  The  people  of  Britain,  even  supposing  them  averse  to 
the  measures  pursued  by  the  King,  are  disarmed,  spiritless,  and  with¬ 
out  leaders;  and  consequently  will  do  nothing  effectual  in  our  favour, 
unless  they  should  meet  with  some  signal  misfortunes.  —  In  short, 
the  only  thing  I  hope  for  from  them  is,  that,  as  it  is  impossible  to  raise 
the  supplies  within  the  year,  the  monied  men  will  be  afraid  to  advance 
the  necessary  sums  for  carrying  on  the  war.  —  In  this  situation  we 
may  be  assured  that  we  shall  have  the  whole  force  of  Britain  to  con¬ 
tend  with;  and  considering  the  immense  debt  under  which  the  nation 
staggers,  the  loss  of  trade  and  revenue,  the  great  danger  of  a  war 
with  the  House  of  Bourbon,  (who  will  not  let  slip  so  glorious  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  revenging  the  losses  and  disgraces  of  the  last  war)  and  the 
greater  danger  of  the  failure  of  public  credit;  I  think  it  highly  prob¬ 
able  that  their  whole  force  will  be  exerted  in  the  next  campaign.  The 
ministry  know  that  if  the  war  be  protracted  it  will  finally  prove  un- 
successsful;  and  of  course  they  must  and  will  adventure  their  whole 
upon  a  single  cast.  —  You  mentioned  to  me  in  a  letter  sometime  since, 
your  opinion  that  the  enemy  will  act  next  year  with  three  armies  in 
America.  If  you  have  truly  conjectured  their  plan,  as  I  believe  you 
have,  that  they  will  have  not  less  than  35,000  men,  well  appointed,  be¬ 
sides  their  naval  force.  Do  not  let  us  flatter  ourselves  that  the  min¬ 
istry  will  not  be  able  to  procure  so  great  a  number  of  men.  For  one 
year  they  can  make  still  more  powerful  efforts.  But  let  us  not  be  dis¬ 
couraged:  we  have  men  enough:  and  plenty  of  provisions,  and  all 
things  necessary  for  our  defence.  I  trust  we  have  a  great  share  of 
public  spirit,  and  what  is  wanting  in  that  will  be  amply  supplied  by 

41“Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rhode  Island,  Nov.  27,  1775,”  published  in  The 
Pennsylvania  Journal  and  the  Weekly  Advertiser,  December  13,  1775,  p.  3.  Al¬ 
though  this  letter  is  not  in  the  usual  style  of  the  few  letters  of  Henry  Ward  that 
I  have  seen,  it  presumably  is  the  published  letter  from  him  to  Ward  referred  to  in 
the  latter’s  letter  of  December  14  below. 


142 


Correspondence  of  Governor  Samuel  Ward 

a  manly  resentment  of  intolerable  injuries,  scorn  and  contempt.  Let 
us  be  fully  prepared  for  one  warm  campaign,  and,  although  the  war 
may  continue  longer,  the  colonies  will  be  out  of  danger.  We  have 
perhaps  the  greatest  resources  of  any  people  upon  earth.  We  begin 
the  war  free  from  debt.  The  population  is  very  rapid.  We  have  an 
immense  vacant  territory  which  may  be  filled  with  inhabitants  even 
during  the  war;  and  which,  with  the  crown-rents,  will  be  a  sufficient 
fund  for  the  payment  of  any  debts  we  may  contract.  Besides,  the  debt 
contracted  by  3,000,000  of  people  will  be  probably  paid  by  6,000,000. 
Nor  will  our  children  have  reason  to  censure  our  conduct.  We  shall 
leave  them  a  glorious  patrimony  incumbered  only  with  an  in¬ 
significant  debt.  The  great  question  between  America  and  Britain 
is  now  reduced  to  a  point.  We  must  be  independent  or  slaves.  No 
man  can  hesitate  a  moment  in  his  choice.  With  vigor  and  prudence 
the  whole  force  of  America  can  be  united  and  excited.  We  must  de¬ 
clare  ourselves  free.  While  we  continue  humble  petitioners,  profess¬ 
ing  loyalty,  duty  and  obedience,  what  nation  upon  earth  will  enter 
into  alliance  with  us,  or  take  any  measures,  unless  to  our  prejudice, 
in  consequence  of  the  present  quarrel.  A  feoderal  not  an  incorporat¬ 
ing,  union  must  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible.  Above  all,  the 
authority  of  the  Congress  must  be  established ;  for  there  is  no  other 
name  given  under  heaven  whereby  we  can  be  politically  saved.  Suf¬ 
ficient  quantities  of  warlike  stores  and  provisions  must  be  seasonably 
collected  for  armies,  to  consist  in  the  whole  of  not  less  than  60,000 
men.  Our  furnaces  and  smith  shops  must  be  employed  in  making 
cannon,  cannon-ball  and  musquets,  and  other  stores  must  be  solicited 
this  winter.  In  short,  we  have  immense  preparations  to  make  and  but 
a  little  time  to  do  it  in.  These  are  some  of  the  measures  that  appear 
to  me  of  the  utmost  importance.  They  are  striking  at  first  view,  and 
need  not  any  arguments  to  enforce  them  even  if  I  had  time. 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 
Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 


Never  read  my  letters  to  any  body  till  you  have  gone  over  them  and 
seen  what  may  be  public. 


Dear  Bro.r 


Philadelphia  14.th  Dec.r  1775 


I  have  the  Pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  upon  considering  our  In¬ 
struction  for  a  Navy  the  Congress  has  agreed  to  build  thirteen  Ships 
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of  War,42  a  Com.ee  is  to  be  this  Day  appointed  with  full  Powers  to 
carry  the  Resolve  into  Execution,  Powder  and  Duck  are  ordered  to 
be  imported,  all  other  Articles  it  is  supposed  may  be  got  in  the  Col¬ 
onies;  two  of  these  Vessels  are  to  be  built  in  our  Colony,  1  in  New 
hampshire  and  etc ;  the  particulars  I  would  not  have  mentioned ;  the 
Ships  are  to  be  built  with  all  possible  Dispatch. 

We  have  a  grant  from  Congress  of  120000  Dollars  in  Advance  on 
our  Acc.ts;  the  Gent."  [Rhode  Island  Committee]  were  determined  to 
wait  for  the  Money;  the  Printing  is  begun  and  I  have  been  to  the 
Treasurers  who  have  engaged  to  get  it  signed  as  soon  as  possible. 

M.r  John  Brown  arrived  last  Evening  very  well.  I  expect  that  the 
Matter  mentioned  in  my  last  to  You  about  his  Bro.r  Letter  can  be 
easily  finished  now;  I  am  shall  see  him  upon  the  Occasion  in  a  few 
Minutes. 

The  Congress  continues  to  be  extrefmely]  hurried  yet,  but  I  hope  to 
get  a  [little]  Leisure  at  Christmas:  I  most  heartily  congratulate  You 
upon  the  taking  the  Transports,  and  other  very  good  News:  I  have 
given  the  principal  Part  of  your  Letter  to  the  Printer;  you’l  see  it  in 
Bradfords  Paper.43  M.r  Adams44  and  several  were  so  highly  pleased 
that  they  urged  Me  to  publish  it. 

I  wrote  some  time  since  that  I  was  greatly  alarmed  about  our 
Army;  my  Apprehensions  are  not  quieted  yet;  the  parsimonious  Pol¬ 
icy  and  the  Pride45  of  some  prevent  a  Bounty  and  without  it  We  shall 
not  get  Men;46  We  take  the  Matter  again  up  this  Day,4/  May  Heaven 
direct  our  Councils :  Present  my  most  respectful  Compliments  to  the 
Gov.r  and  all  Who  deserve  and  to  whom  they  will  [be]  acceptable. 

42The  Rhode  Island  Assembly’s  proposal  of  August  1775  for  a  Continental 
Navy  had  finally  borne  fruit  in  Congress’s  adoption  of  a  resolution  on  December  13 
for  appointment  of  a  committee  to  undertake  immediate  construction  of  thirteen 
war  ships  “at  the  expense  of  the  United  Colonies.”  The  committee,  consisting  of 
one  representative  from  each  colony  (Hopkins  for  Rhode  Island),  was  chosen  on 
December  14.  Journals  III,  425-6,  428. 

^The  Pennsylvania  Journal  .  .  .  published  by  William  and  Thomas  Bradford. 

44“Mr.  Adams,”  without  more,  presumably  refers  to  Samuel  Adams,  who  was 
older  and  at  this  time  better  known  than  his  kinsman,  John. 

45That  is,  unwillingness  to  admit  having  been  mistaken,  in  the  first  instance,  in 
opposing  a  bounty. 

46By  resolution  of  November  8,  1775,  Congress  authorized  a  bounty  of  two 
months  pay  (payable  on  the  capture  of  St.  John’s  and  Montreal)  to  the  soldiers 
in  the  Continental  forces  in  Canada  who  would  re-enlist  for  a  year;  but  on  No¬ 
vember  30  refused  to  allow  any  bounty  for  re-enlistment  of  the  army  in  general. 
Journals  III,  340,  289,  and  393. 

47The  matter  was  “postponed,”  and  a  bounty  for  re-enlistment  or  enlistment 
(for  the  period  of  the  war)  was  not  authorized  until  September  16,  1776.  Journals , 
III,  428  and  V,  762-63. 
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The  fitting  out  our  small  fleet  go[es]  on  well:  I  wrote  some  time 
since  [asking]  what  Wages  and  Bounty  our  Colofny  troops  were] 
given  through  the  two  last  Wars;48  do  be  particular  and  let  Me  have 
it  by  next  Post.  I  am 

Your  very  affectr.  Brother  Sam  Ward 

P.S.  Since  writing  this  I  have  found  some  good  Paper  that  you  will 
not  be  troubled  with  such  vile  Stuff  again, 
superscription:  To  Henry  Ward  Esqr-  Providence 

#  # 

Gov.  Cooke  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

Original  in  the  Cooke  Papers,  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Providence  Decern.  17th.  1775 

Gentlemen, 

You  will  find  in  the  Providence  Paper  the  latest  Intelligence  we 
have  from  Quebec.  Palmer  further  informs  us  that  the  Breaches  in 
the  Walls  had  been  repaired  with  Fascines;  and  that  the  Inhabitants 
were  very  generally  determined  not  to  engage  in  Defence  of  the  Place. 
A  Letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  Greene  dated  the  23d.  ulto.  acquaints  his 
Wife  that  they  arrived  before  Quebec  Ten  Days  too  late,  and  were 
obliged  to  retreat;  and  that  General  Montgomery  with  3  or  4000 
Men  were  to  embark  the  same  Day  about  45  Leagues  above  him  in 
order  to  join  Col.  Arnold  and  attack  the  City.  So  that  I  have  still 
Hopes  the  City  is  in  our  Possession. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Messrs  Penet  and  Pliarne  who 
arrived  here  in  Capt  Rhodes.  They  appear  to  be  Persons  of  some 
Consequence,  and  I  hope  may  be  useful  in  beginning  a  Negotiation 
with  the  Court  of  France  for  Assistance,  which  I  look  upon  to  be  a 
most  important  Object.  But  I  forbear  enlarging  upon  this  Subject 
although  the  Measure  appears  to  me  absolutely  necessary;  because 
the  Congress  are  the  best  Judges  how  far  they  are  right  for  such  an 
Application. 

There  is  no  Doubt  but  that  Capt.  Martindale  in  a  fine  Cruizer 
fitted  out  by  General  Washington  from  Plymouth  is  taken  by  One  of 
the  Enemy’s  Ships  of  War  disguised  as  a  Transport  who  made  Sail 
from  him  with  Drags  [to  simulate  sluggishness].  It  is  reported  that 
he  had  55  Men  killed  and  wounded  out  of  70. 

48The  Rhode  Island  bounties  allowed  in  the  French  and  Indian  War  appear  in 
R.  I.  Records,  V  and  VI;  “£30,  old  tenor,  and  a  good  blanket”  were  voted  in 
February  1757  for  “enlistment,”  including,  presumably,  re-enlistment.  Same, 
VI,  23. 
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The  stopping  of  Lord  Dunmore’s  Progress  in  Virginia  is  an  Object 
of  Importance.  Indeed  I  think  he  ought  instantly  to  be  crushed  at 
all  Expence  and  Hazards. 

I  am  with  great  Regard  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedt.  hble  Servt. 

Nichs.  Cooke 

Hon’ble  S.  Hopkins  and  S.  Ward  Esqrs 

*  *  * 


Gen.  Greene  to  Ward. 

Original  in  William  L.  Clements  Library,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Prospect  Hill  December  18,  1775 

Yours  of  the  9th  this  Instant  came  to  hand  Saturday  Night  —  The 
Army  is  filling  up  slowly;  I  think  the  prospect  is  better  than  it  has 
been  —  Recruits  comes  in  out  of  the  Country,  plentifully,  and  the 
Soldiers  in  the  Army  begins  to  be  of  a  better  disposition  and  to  engage 
more  chearfully  —  Your  observation  is  exceeding  Just;  this  is  no 
time  to  disgust  the  Soldiery  when  their  aid  is  so  essential  to  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  Rights  of  Human  Nature  and  the  Liberties  of  America 
—  His  Excellency  [Washington]  is  a  great  and  a  good  man,  I  feel 
the  highest  degree  of  Respect  for  him  —  I  wish  him  immortal  hon- 
nor;  I  think  my  self  happy  in  An  Opportunity  to  serve  under  so  good 
a  General;  my  happiness  will  be  still  greater  if  fortune  gives  me  an 
opportunity  in  some  signal  instance  to  contribute  to  his  glory  and  my 
Countrys  good  —  But  his  Excellency  as  you  Observe  has  not  had 
time  to  make  himself  throughly  Acquainted  with  the  Genius  of  this 
People  —  They  are  Naturally  brave  and  spirited  as  the  Peasantry  of 
any  Country,  but  you  cannot  expect  Veterans  of  a  Raw  Militia  from 
only  a  few  months  service  —  The  common  People  are  exceeding  Ava¬ 
ricious,  the  Genius  of  the  People  is  Commercial  from  the  long  inter¬ 
course  of  Trade  —  The  Sentiment  of  honnor  the  true  Character- 
isticks  of  a  Soldier  has  not  yet  got  the  better  of  Interest  —  His  Excel¬ 
lency  has  been  taught  to  believe  the  People  here  a  superior  Race  of 
Mortals,  and  finding  them  of  the  same  temper  and  disposition,  passion 
and  prejudices,  Virtues  and  Vices  of  the  common  People  of  other 
Governments  they  Sink  in  his  Esteem  —  The  Country  round  here  has 
no  bounds  to  their  demands  for  Hay,  Wood,  and  Teaming  —  which 
has  given  his  Excellency  a  great  deal  of  uneasyness,  that  they  should 
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take  this  Opportunity  to  extort  from  the  necessity  of  the  Army  such 
Enormous  prices  —  The  General  has  often  exprested  to  me  his  Ap¬ 
prehensions  about  the  expences,  they  so  far  exceeded  the  expectations 
of  the  Congress,  that  he  was  in  fear  whether  they  would  not  sink 
under  the  weight  of  the  Charges  —  Oeconemy  is  essential  in  this  dis¬ 
pute  &  that  there  be  no  Wanton  Waste  of  publick  Property,  but  if 
you  starve  the  Cause,  you’l  protract  the  dispute.  If  the  Congress 
wishes  to  put  a  finishing  stroke  to  this  dispute,  they  must  exert  their 
whole  force  at  once,  give  every  measure  an  Air  of  decision  —  I  pray 
God  we  may  not  loos  the  critical  moment  —  Human  Affairs  are  ever 
like  the  Tide  constantly  upon  the  Ebb  and  flow  —  Our  preperations 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  Colonies  ought  to  be  so  great,  as  to  leave  no 
Room  to  doubt  of  our  Intentions  to  support  the  Cause  or  else  Obtain 
our  conditions;  this  will  draw  in  the  weak  and  wavering,  this  will 
give  such  a  turn  to  the  minds  of  People,  as  small  shocks,  will  not 
obstruct  the  general  plan  of  Opperations  —  Your  proclamation49  in 
answer  to  the  King’s  of  August  past,  is  noble;  its  glorious,  Was  it 
Unanimous  or  else  only  the  Voice  of  a  Small  Minority. 

The  Papers  Annouces  to  you  the  much  greater  part  of  the  Mili¬ 
tary  Opperations  here  —  Yesterday  we  took  possession  of  Lechmere’s 
Point50  —  There  was  a  thick  Fog  all  the  morning  the  Troops  broke 
ground  within  three  Hundred  Yards  of  the  Ship  —  they  continued 
their  Work  untill  about  One  OClock  when  the  fog  cleard  off.  The 
Ship  then  began  a  severe  fire  upon  them  but  did  no  other  damage 
than  wounding  a  man  in  the  Thigh  —  We  fir’d  at  Her  from  Cobble 
Hill51  —  She  went  out  of  the  Harbour  this  morning;  Cambridge  Bay 
is  now  all  clear  —  From  the  best  Accounts  we  can  get  out  of  Boston 
they  are  prodigiously  distrest ;  it  begins  to  grow  very  sickly,  the  Scurvy 
descovers  itself,  the  Small  Pox  prevails,  General  Howe  is  Innoculate- 
ing  all  the  Soldiery  that  have  not  had  it  — I  think  they  cannot  hold 

49On  December  6,  Congress  issued  a  proclamation  warning  that  any  punishment 
inflicted  on  patriot  prisoners  by  the  British  “shall  be  retaliated  in  the  same  degree 
upon  those  in  our  power,  who  have  favoured  .  .  .  the  system  of  ministerial  op¬ 
pression.”  Journals  III,  412. 

50Lechmere  Point  —  a  peninsula  extending  into  the  northern  part  of  Back  Bay 
and,  when  fortified,  a  threat  to  the  British  positions  on  Charlestown  Peninsula  and 
in  the  northern  section  of  Boston.  See  map  facing  page  91  of  Richard  Frothing- 
ham,  History  of  the  Siege  of  Boston  (1849)  and  pp.  270-72  of  the  same  volume. 

51This  strong  position,  about  midway  between  Greene’s  headquarters  at  Pros¬ 
pect  Hill  and  Lechmere  Point,  was  occupied  and  fortified  beginning  on  the  night 
of  November  22;  Washington  to  Richard  Henry  Lee,  November  27,  1775;  Wash¬ 
ington  IV,  116. 
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out  the  Winter  through,  if  we  were  to  leave  them  unmolested,  which 
God  grant  we  may  not  —  It  is  reported  here  that  Quebeck  is  taken  — 
General  Montgomery  and  Colo  Arnold  will  Acquire  immortal  hon- 
nor.  O  that  we  had  but  plenty  of  Powder,  I  should  then  hope  to  see 
something  done  for  the  Honnor  of  America  —  Our  Barracks  are 
almost  Compleat  —  Blankets  and  cloathing  will  be  much  wanting 
notwithstanding  your  supply  from  the  Congress  —  The  Conecticut 
Troops  are  gone  home,  the  Militia  from  this  Province  and  New 
Hampshire  are  come  in  to  take  their  places  —  Upon  this  Occasion 
they  have  discoverd  a  Zeal  that  does  them  the  highest  honnor  — 
New  Hampshire  behaves  nobly  —  Wallace  at  Newport  [batters]  and 
destroys  just  as  he  pleases  —  doubtless  you  have  heard  of  his  Rav¬ 
ages  —  General  [Charles]  Lee  is  going  to  Newport  to  morrow  — 
The  Island  can  and  ought  to  be  fortifyed  and  Conannicut  too  —  I 
think  the  Point  may  be  fortifyed  so  as  to  prevent  any  Ship  from  doing 
much  damage;  it  certainly  will  command  the  Harbour  —  Colo  Jo¬ 
seph  Wanton52  Negroes  piloted  Wallace  crew  about  the  Island,  and 
pointed  out  the  Houses  to  burn,53  he  deserves  to  be  taken  up  as  much 
as  any  Tory  upon  the  Contenent  —  I  cannot  help  differing  with  you 
in  Oppinion  about  Great  Britain  sending  twenty  or  Thirty  thousand 
Troops  here  in  the  Spring;  I  allow  them  fifteen  thousand  provided 
the  Peace  of  Europe  is  preserv’d  —  Two  french  Gentlemen54  are 
coming  to  Congress,  their  business  to  me  unknown  —  In  haste  I  con¬ 
clude  your  most  Obedient  humble  servant 

Nath  Greene 


*  *  * 

Ward  to  his  daughter  Deborah. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Phila.  24th.  Deer.  1775 

My  dearest  Child 

Next  to  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  is  that  of  receiving  your  Letters; 
continue  therefore  to  write  by  every  Opportunity;  I  dare  say  you 

52Son  of  former  Governor  Joseph  Wanton.  He  was  lieutenant-colonel  of  a 
Rhode  Island  regiment  during  the  French  and  Indian  War  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  R.  I.  colony  under  Stephen  Hopkins  in  1764  and  1767-68. 

53On  December  10  the  British  landed  on  Conanicut  Island,  the  large  island 
west  of  Newport  in  Narragansett  Bay,  burning  homes  and  plundering;  Force, 
Archives  IV,  230. 

S4Pierre  Penet  and  Emanuel  de  Pliarne,  merchants  of  Nantes,  France,  who  on 
their  arrival  at  Providence  to  negotiate  for  the  sale  of  arms  and  ammunition  were 
sent  by  Cooke  to  Washington  and  by  the  latter  to  Congress.  Washington  IV,  159 
and  R.  I.  Records  VII,  443. 
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want  me  at  home  but  I  believe  I  am  doing  you  as  well  as  my  Country 
more  Service  here  than  I  could  there;  in  vain  would  Heaven  smile 
upon  the  Labours  of  a  Parent  &  crown  the  year  with  Plenty  if  a 
Tyrant  &  his  Harpies  could  take  it  away  from  him,  in  vain  would 
paternal  affection  wish  to  afford  Protection  &  Support  to  his  dear 
offspring  when  a  Lawless  Banditti  of  armed  men  could  rob  them  of 
that  Parent  &  offer  every  Kind  of  Injury  to  his  helpless  offspring; 
now  my  dearest  is  the  Time  to  repel  this  lawless  Invasion ;  Heaven 
calls  us  all  to  the  arduous  Task;  though  of  the  softer  Sex,  I  know  you 
have  a  generous  Mind ;  endeavor  to  inspire  all  your  Acquaintance 
with  the  Love  of  Liberty  and  a  fixed  Resolution  never  to  part  with  it 
but  with  their  last  Breath. 

You  are  kind  in  making  the  best  apology  you  can  for  your  little 
Brothers  but  they  have  behaved  ill;  I  have  been  from  home  near 
four  months  &  have  had  only  one  Letter  from  Ray ;  charge  them 
all  to  write  immediately ;  I  wish  Betsy  could  write ;  cant  She  be 
learnt  this  Winter;  a  Letter  from  her  would  give  me  much  Pleas¬ 
ure;55  I  hope  she  behaves  well.  I  wish  the  news  of  Arnolds  taking 
of  Quebec  which  your  uncle  wrote  you  was  true  but  unhappily  one 
quarter  of  his  men  returned  to  Cambridge,  the  rest  suffered  ter¬ 
ribly  by  fatigue  and  famine ;  their  Arms  &  Powder  were  so  damagd 
&  exhausted  &  the  number  of  effective  men  so  small,  550  only,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  retire  from  the  City  &  send  to  Genl.  Montgomery 
for  a  Reinforcement,  He  is  gone  himself  with  all  his  Forces  that  I 
hope  we  shall  soon  have  it ;  in  the  mean  Time  prepare  your  Mind 
to  part  with  your  dear  Bror.56  Heaven  only  knows  where  or  how  he 
is,  if  he  behaved  well  he  is  safe  either  in  Canada  or  the  Mansions 
of  eternal  Bliss  &  I  cant  doubt  it;  Arnold’s  March  is  considered  here 
as  the  greatest  Action  done  this  War;  some  say  it  equals  Xenophons 
Retreat  from  Persia,  others  that  nothing  greater  has  been  done  since 
the  Days  of  Alexander. 

I  had  a  Letter  from  your  Uncle  [Henry]  Ward  last  Post;  General 
Washingtons  Difficulties  I  hope  will  be  removed;  if  I  can  get  Time 

55The  following  additional  letters,  originally  in  the  unsorted  Greene  Papers,  from 
Ward  in  Philadelphia  to  members  of  the  family  in  Westerly  have  relatively  little 
of  interest:  October  12  and  December  27,  1775,  and  February  11  and  March  8, 
1776.  The  same  is  true  of  letters  of  June  19,  1775  and  March  5,  1776  from 
Catharine  Ward  Greene  in  Potowomut,  R.  I.  to  her  father,  Samuel  Ward  in 
Philadelphia.  They,  together  with  the  letter  printed  above,  have  been  incor¬ 
porated  with  the  Ward  Papers,  but  are  not  here  published. 

56Samuel,  Jr.  came  through  the  war  unwounded.  As  appears  below  he  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Quebec. 
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to  buy  some  handkers.,  I  will  &  pins  also;  the  Poem  you  desired 
Polly  to  write  for,  [I]  will  send  by  first  Opportunity;  Mrs.  Lem  [torn] 
Acct.  cannot  be  setled  until  my  Return;  pay  her  twenty  Dollars  if 
She  wants  them. 

The  Papers  inclosed  to  your  Sisters  will  give  you  all  the  News  save 
that  Esek  Hopkins  is  made  [naval]  Commander  in  chief  .... 

[The  rest  of  the  letter  is  missing.  The  following  is  written  on  the 
margins  of  pages  1  and  2] 

I  sent  my  summer  Cloaths  in  a  Vessel  to  Providence;  youll  get 
them  home  when  you  can  conveniently;  the  [items]  amongst  them  I 
have  mentioned  in  a  piece  of  paper  with  them  may  be  sold  [tom] 
but  they  cost  3d  more  than  the  bandannoes;  you  may  sell  them 
for  6/  Cash. 

[Written  on  the  left  hand  side  of  p.  2  in  the  margin] 
if  you  can  send  Charles  one  of  those  Cravats  by  any  safe  Person  I 


would  gladly  give  him  one. 

superscription : 

To  Miss  Debby  Ward 

Free 

Westerly 

S.  Ward 

* 

* 

* 

Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelp.  27.th  Dec/  1775 

Dear  Bro/ 

A  Letter  from  You  ’tho’  ever  so  short  is  always  agreable.  I  never 
allow  Myself  to  find  Fault  with  the  Ways  of  Heaven  or  I  should  say 
that  Asthma  of  yours  was  cruel  to  take  up  so  much  of  your  Time 
when  your  Country  and  your  Friends  want  every  Moment  of  it. 

The  Barbarities  of  a  Wallace  or  any  other  Savage  do  not  much 
surprize  Me;  when  I  first  entered  this  Contest  with  great  Britain  I 
extended  my  Views  through  the  various  Scenes  which  my  Judgement 
or  Imagination  (say  which  you  please)  pointed  out  to  Me,  I  saw 
clearly  that  the  last  Act  of  this  cruel  Tragedy  would  close  in  Fields 
of  Blood,  I  have  traced  the  Progress  of  the  unnatural  War  through 
burning  Towns,  Devastation  of  the  Country  and  every  subsequent 
Evil,  I  have  realized  with  Regard  to  Myself  the  Bullet,  the  Bayonet 
and  the  Halter,  and  compared  with  the  immense  Object  I  have  in 
View  they  are  all  less  than  nothing:  No  Man  living  perhaps  is  more 
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fond  of  his  Children  th[an]  I  am  and  I  am  not  so  old  as  to  be  tired 
of  Life  and  yet  as  far  as  I  can  now  judge  the  tenderesft]  Connections 
and  the  most  important  private  Concerns  are  very  minute  Objects, 
“Heavens  save  my  Country”  I  was  going  to  say  is  my  first  my  last 
and  almost  my  only  Prayer. 

I  have  several  Times  mentioned  to  You  the  Anxiety  I  felt  on  Accd 
of  the  newmodelling  the  Army,  that  cruel  Jealousy  which  the  southern 
Colonies  have  of  the  northern  has  occasioned  all  this  Mischief;  the 
Army,  must  be  wholly  continental,  [the  southerners  argued]  all  colo¬ 
nial  Distinctions  must  be  at  an  End,  the  Troops  must  be  taught  to 
look  up  not  to  their  several  Colonies  but  to  the  Continent;  for  that 
Purpose  the  Congress  must  appoint  all  officers;  again  the  british  Sol¬ 
diers  have  but  6d  [pence]  a  Day  and  shall  We  give  ours  1/ ;  ours  shall 
have  no  Bounty  and  shall  find  themselves  Arms;  and  so  far  has  this 
stupid  Policy  been  pursued  that  instead  of  20000  Men  in  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  We  have  not  half  the  Number  and  in  Canada  instead  of  5000 
Men  We  have  not  1500  besides  Canadians;  in  this  Province  a  Bat¬ 
talion  was  ordered  to  be  raised  two  Months  ago  at  5  Dollars  a  Month ; 
150  of  the  best  of  those  enlisted  have  deserted  and  they  are  not  full 
yet  and  still  there  is  an  Idea  of  raising  Men  upon  the  same  Terms. 
I  have  wrote  fully  to  General  Greene  and  proposed  to  him  that  the 
Generals  should  recommend  at  least  by  private  Letters  to  their 
Friends  the  offering  a  Bounty  to  the  Men,  finding  them  their  Arms 
and  recommending  to  the  Colonies  the  filling  up  their  Troops;  this 
would  soon  fill  up  our  Army:  I  mention  these  things  to  You  that  you 
may  use  your  Influence  to  prevent  the  fatal  Mischiefs  which  will 
attend  our  being  found  unprepared  in  the  Spring  and  may  give  Me 
your  best  Advice  upon  the  Subject:  I  do  not  in  the  least  despair  for 
I  firmly  believe  that  the  Cause  We  are  engaged  in  is  the  Cause  of  God 
and  human  Nature  and  that  in  Mercy  to  Mankind  Heaven  will 
prosper  it. 

If  the  Com.ee  for  building  those  Vessels  in  our  Colony  had  been 
appointed  by  Congress  I  should  have  taken  Care  to  have  had  You 
appointed  one  of  the  Com.ee  but  as  a  Com.ee  of  Congress  is  appointed 
to  carry  into  Execution  the  Resolve  for  building  the  Fleet  it  is  out  of 
my  Power.  M.r  Hopkins,  being  on  the  naval  Com.ee  before,57  is  one. 

57  A  temporary  committee  of  seven  elected  October  30,  for  equipping  four  ships. 
Journals  III,  293-4,  311-12. 
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I  have  mentioned  it  to  him,  or  rather  I  believe  read  him  part  of  your 
letter;  through  hurry  I  have  forgot  to  mention  it  to  him  again. 

I  saw  on  Christmas  Day  a  Master  of  Vessel  belonging  to  this  City 
who  was  in  Boston  six  Weeks  and  came  out  3.rd  or  5.th  ins.1  He  says 
the  Acc.1  which  We  had  of  the  old  Souths  being  turned  into  a  riding 
School  is  true;58  he  saw  the  Horses  exercised  in  it;  the  [colonial]  Car¬ 
penters  he  says  would  not  pull  down  the  Pews  and  etc  and  the  officers 
with  their  Men  did  it.  He  says  that  all  Sorts  of  Provisions  were  so 
scarce  that  they  had  not  above  seven  Weeks  Provisions  including  all 
Sorts.  General  Washingtons  Letters  of  16.th  ins.1  agree  very  nearly 
with  this  Acc.1;  this  Cap.1  adds  that  the  Soldiery  were  much  intimi¬ 
dated,  many  of  them  disposed  to  desert;  he  mentioned  a  Conversa¬ 
tion  he  overheard,  “some  of  them  said  if  there  was  another  Action 
and  they  could  get  off  under  the  Smoke  they  would  take  the  fresh 
Beef  Side  of  the  Question.”  He  thinks  the  Place  is  easily  taken :  Gen.1 
Washingtons  Letters  ascertain  the  fact  that  the  People  who  were 
turned  out  of  Boston  were  first  enoculated  and  have  since  broke  out 
with  the  small  Pox;59  is  their  a  crime  but  what  these  Monsters  are 
capable  of;  proper  Measures  are  taken  to  prevent  its  spreading;60 
Gen.1  Greene  writes  Me  the  10. lh  ins.1  that  our  Troops  enlist  very 
slowly;  he  had  not  received  my  Letters  mentioned  above;  I  wish 
they  may  have  a  good  Effect :  As  the  Continent  has  taken  Whipple61 
into  their  Service  I  wish  the  Colony  would  build  such  an  one  as  we 
had  the  War  before  last,  or  a  larger  one;  the  Time  which  we  have  to 

S8The  British  forces  occupying  Boston  desecrated  Old  South  Church  by  tearing 
out  the  pews  and  using  the  church  to  ride  in. 

S9On  December  11,  1775,  Washington  wrote  Congress,  “The  Information  I 
received  that  the  Enemy  intended  spreading  the  small  Pox  amongst  us,  I  could 
not  suppose  them  capable  of ;  I  now  must  give  some  credit  to  it,  as  it  has  made  its 
appearance  on  several  of  those  who  last  came  out  of  Boston  .  .  .”  Washington 
IV,  157.  For  similar  charges:  Washington  IV,  145,  162. 

60During  Pontiac’s  Rebellion  of  1763-64,  General  Amherst  recommended  gifts 
of  blankets  infected  with  small  pox  to  Indians  suspected  of  being  hostile,  in  the 
hope  of  spreading  the  disease  among  them,  and  the  measure  actually  was  tried. 
Howard  H.  Peckham,  Pontiac  and  the  Indian  Uprising  (1947),  170,  226-27. 
Major  (later  General)  Robert  Donkin  proposed  in  Military  Collections  and  Re¬ 
marks  to  dip  arrows  in  small  pox  pus  and  shoot  them  “at  the  American  rebels,  in 
order  to  inoculate  them.”  Charles  R.  Hildeburn,  Sketches  of  Printers  and  Printing 
in  Colonial  New  York  (1895),  80-82.  For  Captain  Hector  McNeal’s  testimony  as 
to  the  supposed  British  spreading  of  smallpox  among  American  troops  in  Canada. 
Julian  P.  Boyd,  The  Papers  of  Thomas  Jefferson ,  I  (1950),  435. 

6!On  December  22,  1775,  Congress  appointed  the  officers  for  its  newly  estab¬ 
lished  fleet  of  four  armed  vessels:  Alfred ,  Columbus,  Andrew  Doria,  and  Cabot. 
Esek  Hopkins  was  elected  Commodore  of  the  fleet  and  Abraham  Whipple,  Cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Columbus;  Journals  III,  443. 
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prepare  in  against  the  Spring  is  very  short,  not  a  Moment  is  to  be 
lost ;  beside  the  general  Defense,  every  possible  Measure  ought  to  be 
taken  for  the  Defense  of  the  Colony.  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  direct 
your  whole  Attention  to  this  important  Juncture.  Remember  Me  to 
all  Friends;  I  am  Most  affectionately  yours,  Sam  Ward. 

Lord  Dunmore  you  will  see  by  the  Papers  has  been  defeated62  and 
obliged  to  fly  on  board  his  Ships;  six  Battalions  will  be  raised  in  that 
Colony  [Virginia]  soon63  and  I  hope  we  shall  arm  all  Parts  of  the 
Continent  soon. 


*  **  * 

Gen.  Greene  to  Ward. 

Original  in  William  L.  Clements  Library,  Ann  Arbor ,  Mich. 

Camp  on  Prospect  Hill  December  31.  1775 

Dear  Sir 

Yours  of  the  9th  came  to  hand  before  that  of  the  7th;  the  former 
was  a  little  unintelligible  untill  I  receivd  the  latter  —  You  entreat  the 
General  Officers  to  recommend  to  the  Congress  the  giveing  a  bounty 
—  I  wish  we  dare  do  it.  But  his  Excellency  General  Washington  has 
often  assurd  us  that  the  Congress  would  not  give  a  Bounty,  and  before 
they  would  give  a  bounty  they  would  give  up  the  dispute  —  The 
Cement  between  the  Southern  and  Northern  Colonies  is  not  very 
strong  if  Forty  thousand  Lawful64  will  induce  the  Congress  to  give  us 
up  —  Altho  I  dont  immagin  that  the  necessity  of  allowing  a  bounty 
would  have  broken  the  Union  yet  it  was  a  sufficient  Intimation  that 
the  bare  mention  was  disagreeable  —  Can  you  think  we  should  hesi¬ 
tate  a  Moment  to  recommend  a  Bounty  if  we  thought  ourselves  [at 
liber]  ty  —  We  should  then  have  an  Opportunity  of  picking  the  best 
men,  filling  the  Army  soon,  keeping  up  a  proper  decipline  and  pre- 
serveing  good  order  and  Government  in  the  Camp,  while  we  are  now 
Obligd  to  relax  the  very  Sinews  of  Military  Government  and  give  a 
latitude  of  indulgence  to  the  Soldiery  incompatible  withe  security  of 
the  Camp  or  Country  —  What  Reason  have  you  to  think  A  proposi- 

62At  Great  Bridge,  south  of  Norfolk,  Virginia,  December  9,  1775;  Force, 
Archives,  IV,  224,  228-29. 

63They  were  voted  the  next  day;  Journals  III,  463. 

64In  1708  Parliament  enacted  6  Anne  chapter  30  providing  that  the  Seville 
piece  of  eight,  apparently  the  commonest  coin  circulating  in  the  colonies  and 
worth  about  four  shillings  six  pence  sterling,  should  not  be  “accounted  ...  at 
above  the  Rate  of  six  shillings  .  .  .  for  the  discharge  of  any  contracts  or  bargains.” 
“Lawful”  money  was  money  valued  as  permitted  by  this  act,  which,  in  most  of 
the  continental  colonies,  was  the  lowest  rate  authorized;  namely,  75%  of  sterling. 
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tion  of  that  sort  if  it  came  Recommended  by  the  General  Officers 
would  be  acceded  too  by  the  Congress  —  Most  of  the  Generals  be¬ 
long  to  the  Northern  Governments,  if  the  Congress  refuse  to  hear 
their  Delegates,  I  apprehend  they  would  the  Generals  also  —  The 
Congress  cannot  suppose  that  the  Generals  are  better  acquainted  with 
the  temper  and  Genius  of  this  People  than  the  Delegates  are  from 
these  Colonies,  and  why  they  should  refuse  to  hear  you  and  not  us  I 
cannot  immagin  —  A  good  politician  will  ever  have  an  Eye  to  Oecon- 
emy,  but  to  form  an  extensive  plan,  and  not  provide  the  means  for 
its  execution,  betrays  a  defect  in  Council  and  a  want  of  Resolution  to 
procecute  —  There  is  nothing  that  will  encourage  our  Enimies  both 
External  and  Internal  like  the  difficulties  we  meet  in  raising  a  new 
Army;  if  we  had  given  a  good  bounty  and  raisd  the  Troops  speedy 
it  would  have  struck  the  Ministry  with  Asstonishment  to  see  that  four 
Colonies  could  raise  such  a  prodegious  large  Army  in  so  short  a  time 
—  They  could  not  expect  to  conquer  a  people  so  United,  firm  and 
resolutely  determind  to  defend  their  Rights  and  Privileges,  but  from 
the  difficulties  we  meet,  the  confusion  and  disorder  we  are  in,  the 
large  number  of  the  Soldiery  that  are  going  home  —  Our  Enemies 
will  draw  a  conclusion  we  are  like  a  Rope  of  Sand  and  that  we  shall 
soon  break  to  pieces  —  God  grant  it  may  not  be  the  case. 

You  misunderstood  me  Dear  Sir  or  I  wrote  what  I  did  not  mean; 
it  was  not  the  lower  Class  of  People  that  I  meant  to  complain  of  but 
the  Merchants  and  wealthy  Planters,  who  I  think  does  not  exert 
themselves  as  they  ought  —  This  is  no  time  for  giting  Riches  but  to 
secure  what  we  have  got  —  Every  shadow  of  Oppresseon  and  Ex¬ 
tortion  ought  to  disappear,  but  instead  of  that  we  find  many  Articles 
of  Merchandise  multiplied  four  fold  their  original  Value,  and  most 
Cent  p  Cent  [100%].  The  Farmers  are  Extortionate  where  ever 
their  situation  furnishes  them  with  an  Opportunity  —  These  are  the 
People  that  I  complain  mostly  of ;  they  are  wounding  the  cause  — 
When  People  are  in  distress  its  natural  for  them  to  try  every  thing 
and  every  where  to  get  relief,  and  to  find  Oppresseon  instead  of  relief 
from  these  two  orders  of  men  will  go  near  to  driving  the  poorer  sort 
to  desperation  —  It  will  be  good  policey  in  the  United  Colonies  to 
render  the  poorer  sort  of  people  as  easy  and  happy  under  their  present 
circumstances  as  possible,  for  they  are  Creatures  of  a  Day,  and  pre¬ 
sent  gain  and  gratification,  tho  small,  has  more  weight  with  them, 
than  much  greater  advantagies  at  a  distance — A  good  politician  must 
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&  will  consider  the  temper  of  the  times  and  the  prejudice  of  the  People 
he  has  to  deal  with,  when  he  takes  his  measures  to  execute  any  great 
design  —  The  current  Sentiment  in  the  New  England  Colonies 
greatly  favors  the  Opposition  but  if  the  distresses  of  the  People  are 
multiplied  their  Oppinions  may  change,  Theyl  naturally  look  back 
upon  their  former  happy  Situation  and  contrast  that  with  there  pres¬ 
ent  wretched  condition,  and  conclude  that  the  source  of  all  their 
Misery  Originates  in  the  despute  with  Great  Britain. 

If  all  the  Maritime  Towns  throughout  the  United  Colonies  had  a 
body  of  Troops  in  Continental  pay  it  would  in  a  great  measure  rem- 
idy  this  Evil ;  Provision  must  be  made  for  those  that  are  thrown  out 
of  employ  by  the  decay  of  Trade;  if  they  are  not  engagd  for  us,  neces¬ 
sity  will  drive  them  to  engag  against  us,  for  they  cannot  live  upon  the 
Air  —  What  signifies  our  being  freighte[n]d  at  the  Expence;  if  we 
succeed,  we  gain  all,  but  if  we  are  conquerd  we  loos  all;  not  only  our 
present  possessions,  but  all  our  future  Labours  will  be  Appropriated 
to  the  support  of  a  Haughty  Proud,  Insolent,  set  of  Puppies,  whose 
greatest  merit  with  the  Crown  will  be  to  render  the  People  as  com- 
pleatly  misserable  as  possible. 

I  agree  with  you  that  the  Congress  should  embody  Seventy  thou¬ 
sand  men  —  All  the  Troops  raisd  in  the  different  Colonies  to  be 
under  Continental  pay  and  where  there  are  any  stationd  for  the  Se¬ 
curity  of  any  particular  Province  to  be  considerd  as  a  detachment 
from  the  Grand  Army  and  all  in  every  Province  to  be  subject  to  the 
commander  in  chief  and  at  his  desposal  and  direction  —  A  body  of 
Troops  in  each  Colony  would  support  the  spirited,  confirm  the  weak 
and  wavering,  and  awe  our  Opposers  into  submision,  for  there  are 
no  Arguments  however  well  supported  by  Reason,  that  carries  such 
conviction  with  them  as  those  that  are  enforced  from  the  Muzzle  of 
a  Gun  or  the  Point  of  a  Bayonet. 

If  the  Southern  and  Nothern  Troops  were  exchang’d  it  would  be 
serviceable  to  the  cause;  it  would  in  a  great  measure  cure  the  itch 
for  going  home  on  Furlough  and  save  the  Continent  a  needless  ex¬ 
pence  of  paying  a  large  body  of  Troops  that  are  Absent  from  Camp. 

You  complain  and  say  the  New  England  Colonies  are  treated  ill; 
why  are  they  treated  so,  You  think  there  ought  to  have  been  a 
bounty  given.  The  Congress  always  had  it  in  thier  power  to  give  a 
bounty  if  they  pleasd.  Why  were  not  the  New  England  Delegates 
sent  to  establish  the  plan,  for  the  constitution  of  the  New  Army;  why 
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were  strangers  sent  at  so  critical  a  period  —  History  dont  Afford 
so  dangerous  a  Manaeuvre  as  that  of  disbanding  an  old  Army  and 
forming  a  new  one  within  fine  Blank  shot  of  the  Enemy  the  whole 
time  —  This  task  was  renderd  very  difficult  by  the  reduction  of  Eleven 
Regiments  and  the  descharge  of  such  a  number  of  Officers,  who  has 
done  every  thing  to  Obstruct  and  retard  the  filling  the  new  Army  in 
hopes  to  ruin  the  Establishment  and  bring  themselves  into  place  again. 

From  whence  Orgenates  that  groundless  Jealosy  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Colonies.  I  believe  there  is  nothing  more  remote  from  their 
thoughts;  for  my  own  part  I  abhor  the  thought  and  cannot  help 
thinking  it  highly  injurious  to  the  New  Engl.  People  who  ever  have 
been  distinguisht  for  their  Justice  and  Moderation  —  I  mentioned 
this  subject  to  M.r  Lynch  and  Col  Harrison65  who  assurd  me  there 
was  no  such  Sentiment  prevaild  in  Congress  nor  amongst  the  South¬ 
ern  Inhabitants  that  was  of  any  consequence  —  I  am  sorry  to  find 
they  were  mistaken;  it  grieves  me  to  find  such  Jealousies  prevail; 
if  they  are  nourisht  they  will  sooner  or  lateer  sap  the  foundation  of 
the  Union  and  dissolve  the  Connexeon;  God  in  mercy  avert  so  dread¬ 
ful  an  Evil  —  How  unhappy  for  the  Interest  of  America  that  such 
Coloneal  Prejudices  prevail  and  personal  Motives  influences  her 
councels.  The  Interest  of  one  Colony  is  no  way  incompatible  with 
that  of  another,  We  have  all  one  common  Interest  &  one  common 
wish;  to  be  free  from  Parliamentary  Jurisdiction  and  Taxation.  The 
different  Climates  and  produce  of  the  Colonies  will  ever  preserve  a 
harmony  amongst  them  by  a  circuitous  Trade  and  commerce  — 
Each  Colony  will  have  the  benefits  of  its  own  staples  whether  they 
are  Independent  or  connected  with  Great  Britain. 

Govenor  Franklin66  and  the  [New  Jersey]  Assembly  goes  on  with 
a  high  hand ;  his  impudence  and  the  Congress  silence  Astonishes  all 
this  part  of  the  World;  to  suffer  such  Presumption  to  go  unpunnisht, 
betrays  a  want  of  spirit  to  resent  or  a  power  to  punnish67  —  The  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  Congress  ought  to  be  held  sacred,  or  else  its  Authority  will 
soon  be  brought  into  contempt.  His  conduct  is  calculated  to  breed  a 
Mutiny  in  the  state;  such  buding  mischiefs  cannot  be  to  early  Nipt  — 
Diseases  that  might  have  been  easily  remedied  if  seasonably  Attended 

65The  two  southern  delegates  from  Congress  sent  to  confer  with  Washington 
at  Cambridge. 

^Franklin’s  illegitimate  son  William,  royal  Governor  of  New  Jersey  and  a  Tory. 

67For  details:  Donald  L.  Kemmerer,  Path  to  Freedom  (1940),  337-8. 
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too  has  often  been  renderd  incureable  by  being  too  long  Neglected. 
I  wish  this  may  not  be  the  case. 

This  is  the  last  day  of  the  old  enlisted  Soldiers  service.  Nothing  but 
confusion  and  disorder  Reigns.  W e  are  Obligd  to  retain  their  Guns 
whether  Private  or  Publick  property  —  They  are  prized  [appraised] 
and  the  Owners  paid,  but  as  Guns  last  Spring  run  very  high,  the 
Committee  that  values  them  sets  them  much  lower  than  the  price 
they  were  purchast  At  —  This  is  lookt  upon  to  be  both  Tyrannical 
and  unjust  —  I  am  very  sorry  that  necessity  forces  his  Excellency 
[Washington]  to  adopt  any  Measures  disagreeable  to  the  Populace. 
But  the  Army  cannot  be  provided  for  any  other  way.  And  those  we 
retain  are  very  indifferent,  generally  without  Bayonets  and  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Sizd  Bores  — Twenty  thousand  Troops  with  such  Arms  as  we 
are  provided  with  are  not  equal  in  an  Engagement  to  fifteen  thousand 
with  as  good  Arms  as  the  Kings  Troops.  I  wish  our  Troops  were  bet¬ 
ter  furnisht ;  the  Enemy  has  a  great  Advantage  over  us. 

We  have  sufferd  prodigeously  for  want  of  Wood;  many  Regiments 
has  been  Obligd  to  Eat  their  Provision  Raw  for  want  of  fireing  to 
Cook,  and  notwithstanding  we  have  burnt  up  all  the  fences  and  cut 
down  all  the  Trees  for  a  mile  round  the  Camp,  our  suffering  has  been 
inconceivable  —  The  Barracks  has  been  greatly  delayd  for  want  of 
Stuff ;  many  of  the  Troops  are  yet  in  their  Tents  and  will  be  for  some 
time,  especially  the  Officers  —  The  fatigues  of  the  Campaign,  the 
suffering  for  want  of  Wood  and  Cloathing,  has  made  abundance  of 
the  Soldiers  heartily  sick  of  service  —  The  Connecticut  Troops  went 
off 68  in  spite  of  all  that  could  be  done  to  prevent  it ;  but  they  met  with 
such  an  unfavorable  Reception  at  Home  that  many  are  returning  to 
Camp  again  already  —  The  People  upon  the  Roads  exprest  so  much 
abhorrence  at  their  conduct  for  quiting  the  Army  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  they  got  Provisions.  I  wish  all  the  Troops  now  going  Home 
may  meet  with  the  same  contempt  —  I  expect  the  Army  not  with¬ 
standing  all  the  Obstacles  we  meet  will  be  full  in  about  Six  Weeks69  — 
Some  Ships  came  in  [to  Boston]  Yesterday  and  it  is  said  brought 
Troops  in,  but  what  grounds  there  is  for  the  report  am  not  Able  to  say. 

We  never  have  been  so  weak  as  we  shall  be  to  morrow  when  we 
dismiss  the  old  Troops;  we  growing  weaker  and  the  Enemy  geting 

68On  expiration  of  their  period  of  enlistment,  on  or  about  December  10. 

69Greene  proved  to  be  over-sanguine.  Some  regiments  permanently  remained 
very  thin. 
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stronger,  renders  our  situation  disagreeable  —  However  if  they  At¬ 
tack  any  of  our  Posts  I  hope  theyl  meet  with  a  severe  repuls.  They 
can  scarcely  make  a  movement  on  this  side  Cambridge  Bay,  but  that 
we  on  this  Hill  shall  have  a  slap  at  them. 

General  Lee  has  Just  returnd  from  Rhode  Island;70  he  has  taken 
the  Tories  in  hand  and  swore  them  by  a  very  Solemn  Oath  that  they 
would  not  for  the  future  grant  Any  supplies  to  the  Enemy  directly 
nor  indirectly  nor  give  them  any  kind  of  Intelligence  nor  suffer  it  to 
be  done  by  others  without  giveing  Information  —  Joseph  Wanton 
[son  of  the  ex-Governor]  &  Doctor  [William]  Hunter  were  the  Prin¬ 
cipals  ;  he  gives  a  very  good  Account  of  the  Spirit  and  Resolution  of 
the  People,  but  thinks  the  Colony  at  too  great  an  Expence  for  its 
present  defence  —  the  Minute  men71  are  a  very  heavy  charge  — 
General  Lee  got  intimately  acquainted  with  your  brother  and  is 
prodegeously  pleasd  with  him  —  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  recovery  of  your  health,  which  May  God  in  his  Provedence  long 
Preserve  that  you  may  enjoy  happiness  your  self  and  continue  a  bless¬ 
ing  to  your  Country  —  Make  my  Compliments  agreeable  to  your 
Colleague  [Hopkins],  Col  Harrison,  M.r  Lynch  &  Doctor  Franklin, 
and  believe  me  to  be  your  most  Obedeint  Humble  Servant 

Nath  Greene 

NB  I  hope  youl  pardon  me  for  trespassing  upon  your  Time  and 
Patience  by  such  a  lengthy  Letter;  Tie  engage  for  the  future  to  be 
more  modest. 

*  *  * 

IV ard  to  Henry  W ard. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadel.a  31.st  Dec.r  1775 

Dear  Bro.r 

Your  Favor  of  19.th  I  could  not  acknowledge  by  the  Return  of 
the  Post. 

I  think  with  You  that  our  Declaration  of  Retaliation  was  very 
proper  but  that  we  may  go  further  and  believe  We  shall;  Gen.1 

70Charles  Lee  with  a  party  of  riflemen.  Samuel  Greene  Arnold,  Rhode  Island 
(1859)  II,  364-65,  which  gives  much  detail,  including  a  copy  of  the  oath. 

71Arnold,  Rhode  Island  II,  366,  speaks  of  “the  act  drafting  one-quarter  of  the 
militia  as  minute  men.”  I  have  not  found  this  act.  Perhaps  this  draft  was  under 
an  order  issued  by  the  Recess  Committee  established  in  October  1775.  R.  I. 
Records  VII,  383. 
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Washington  has  sent  a  very  spirited  Message  to  Gen.  Howe  relative  to 
Col°.  Allen72  taken  at  Montreal;  as  I  recollect,  his  Words  are  “What¬ 
ever  may  be  his  Treatment,  whatever  his  Fate;  such  exactly  shall  be 
that  of  Brigadier  General  Preston73  whom  We  now  have  in  our 
Power.74 

The  Viriginians  have  at  length  done  bravely;  they  have  defeated 
Lord  Dunmore,  killed  and  taken  62  Grenadiers,  their  Cap*.  one  of 
them,  and  several  other  privates  and  forced  him  to  fly  on  board  his 
Ships;  the  Congress  has  taken  proper  Measures  for  the  Defence  of 
the  Colony  which  will  soon  be  carried  into  Execution. 

I  am  clear  with  You  that  our  Salvation  depends  upon  effectually 
supporting  the  Dignity,  Importance  and  decisive  Authority  of  Con¬ 
gress;  how  far  encreasing  their  Number  would  answer  that  salutary 
Purpose  I  have  not  time  to  consider  at  present;  our  Number  is  now 
sixty  five,  seldom  fifty  are  present,  often  less  than  forty ;  may  not  the 
additional  Number  you  propose  support  by  their  Influence  in  their 
several  Colonies  the  Autho.y  of  Congress  more  effectually  in  Person 
upon  the  Spot  than  when  abroad  by  Letters;  surely  they  may  as  Dif¬ 
ficulties  and  Disorders  arise  apply  proper  Remedies  and  crush  those 
things  perhaps  in  embrio  which  in  time  would  become  very  trouble¬ 
some  and  dangerous. 

The  Plan  of  Union'5 1  agree  ought  to  be  setled  this  Winter  but  the 
Terms  you  propose  I  dont  like.  You  say  Representation  ought  to  be 
as  equal  as  possible;  Agreed,  but  what  is  to  be  represented,  not  the 
Individuals  of  a  particular  Community  but  several  States,  Colonies 
or  Bodies  corporate;  all  Writers  agree  that  a  Nation  is  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  one  Person,  one  moral  accountable  Person  having  a  Will  of 
its  own  and  etc ;  your  Proposition  allows  to  the  larger  Colonies  several 
Wills  and  to  the  smaller  not  one,  that  is  not  one  entire  or  compleat 
Will  and  thereby  makes  the  smaller  wholly  dependent  on  the  larger; 

72Ethan  Allen  of  Vermont  in  making  an  intended  surprise  attack  on  Montreal 
was  captured  September  25,  1775,  and  sent  in  irons  to  England.  Force,  Archives 
III,  800-01. 

73Brigadier-General  Richard  Prescott  was  among  those  taken  prisoners  by  the 
Americans  on  the  surrender  of  Montreal  in  November  1775;  Sparks,  Correspond¬ 
ence,  I,  85.  He  was  exchanged  and  again  was  captured  near  Newport  in  1778  in 
a  daring  raid  led  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Barton  of  the  Rhode  Island 
militia.  Washington,  VIII,  415-16. 

^Washington  to  Howe,  December  18,  1775;  Washington  IV,  170-71. 

75On  July  21,  1775,  Franklin  laid  before  Congress  proposed  Articles  of  Con¬ 
federation;  but  a  plan  of  confederation  was  not  adopted  by  Congress  until  1778 
nor  ratified  by  the  states  until  1781.  Merrill  Jensen,  The  Articles  of  Confederation 
(1948),  84,  238,  249-53. 
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but  You  say  Justice  requires  that  the  larger  Colonies  having  a  great 
number  of  Inhabitants  and  a  greater  Share  of  Property  should  have 
a  proportionably  greater  Share  of  Representation ;  let  us  see  how  the 
Doctrine  will  apply  to  individuals;  One  Man  hath  a  numerous  Fam¬ 
ily  and  is  possessed  of  a  large  Estate  another  has  only  a  small  Family 
and  a  little  Estate;  is  not  the  Life,  the  Family,  Liberty  and  Property  of 
the  poor  Man  being  his  all  of  as  much  Importance  to  and  as  dear 
to  him  as  the  larger  all  of  the  rich  Man;  most  clearly  they  are,  surely 
then  he  may  be  equally  intrusted  with  the  Care  of  that  all,  and  Jus¬ 
tice  cannot  require  that  he  should  be  deprived  of  any  Part  of  the 
Means  of  self  Preservation  that  they  may  be  transfered  to  another; 
and  yet  if  you  allow  to  one  of  them  a  single  Voice  to  the  other  two  or 
three  Voices  You  certainly  (selfish  as  people  in  general  are)  deprive 
one  of  the  Means  of  Self  Preservation  or  defence  and  put  him  wholly 
in  the  Power  of  the  other.  Do  not  the  numerous  Family  and  For¬ 
tune  of  the  one  give  him  sufficient  W eight  and  Influence,  surely  they 
do,  he  can  have  no  Right  to  more,  the  Laws  have  therefore  wisely 
given  to  the  Man  of  a  fixed  moderate  Estate  an  equal  Voice  with 
him  whom  is  worth  a  hundred  Times  as  much;  again  Towns  and 
Counties  are  of  different  Dimensions,  contain  different  Numbers  of 
Inhabitants  and  various  Degrees  of  W ealth  and  yet  you  allow  them 
nearly  an  equal  Degree  of  Representation ;  I  observed  this  to  the  Vir¬ 
ginians  and  asked  why  they  would  risque  the  Introduction  of  a  System 
of  Equality  in  the  States,  of  America  which  they  found  impracticable 
even  in  a  single  Colony.  Besides  the  present  Sentiments,  Prejudices 
and  Jealousies  would  make  it  very  unsafe;  The  N.E.  Colonies  are 
happily  united;  others  see  it  and  knowing  them  to  be  brave  and 
enterprizing  are  very  jealous  especially  of  the  two  larger  Colonies 
[Massachusetts  and  Connecticut]  and  it  is  the  Policy  of  some,  as  far 
the  Dread  of  british  Tyranny  will  admit,  to  lessen  the  Influence  of 
those  Colonies ;  hence  whole  W eeks  which  ought  to  have  been  spent 
in  pushing  a  War  vigorously  have  been  employed  in  ascertaining  the 
object  and  Extent  of  the  War;  hence  the  newmodelling  the  Army, 
the  Source  of  all  its  Dangers  and  Difficulties;  if  the  N.E.  Colonies  had 
been  applied  to  for  their  respective  Quotas  of  Men,  had  appointed 
their  officers  and  been  permitted  to  have  given  a  Bounty  as  usual  We 
might  have  had  a  fine  Army  long  since;  the  ostensible  Reasons  for 
the  contrary  Conduct  are  Oeconomy  and  continental  Views  but  the 
real  one  is  this  unhappy  and  ill  grounded  Jealously:  Again  the  Col- 
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onies  of  Pennsylvania,  N.  York,  Maryland  and  N.  Carolina  would 
acquire  much  Weight  by  the  new  Mode  of  Representation;  and,  be¬ 
sides  the  Jerseys,  the  lower  Counties  and  Georgia,  Rhode  island  and 
New  hampshire  would  proportionably  loose;  can  it  be  for  the  In¬ 
terest  of  America  to  reduce  the  Power  of  those  who  have  risqued  all 
in  her  Cause  and  augment  that  of  others  who  have  not  and  never  can 
or  will  proportionably  serve  her:  It  is  impossible;  if  what  I  have  now 
said  is  not  satisfactory  I  will  make  another  Attempt. 

M.r  Hewes  was  surprized  at  the  Plint  I  gave  him  but  very  politely 
thanked  me  for  it  and  determined  to  be  upon  his  Guard  for  the 
future.76 

The  Army  I  wish  may  be  formed  soon,  but  the  draughting  of  Men 
is  vastly  disagreable  to  Me;  it  distresses  Families  greatly,  and  the 
Men  must  be  paid  so  that  nothing  will  be  saved ;  on  the  other  hand 
I  cant  bear  that  our  Quota  should  be  wanting;  I  had  much  rather 
have  given  a  Bounty  than  be  perplex’d  in  this  Manner.  I  hope  the 
Assembly  may  be  directed  in  such  Measures  as  may  promote  the  true 
Interest  Honor  and  Happiness  of  the  Colo.y 

The  french  Gent.”  [Penet  and  de  Pliarne]  arrived  on  Friday  Eve¬ 
ning;  Congress  has  referred  them  to  the  secret  Com.ee  We  had  a  Con¬ 
ference  with  them  last  Evening;  this  Afternoon  they  paid  M.r  Dean 
and  Me  a  Visit  and  were  going  to  wait  on  the  other  Members. 

I  am  grieved  for  the  poor  People  of  Newport;  when  will  there  be 
an  End  of  their  Misfortunes.  I  wish  they  would  nobly  resolve  to  quit 
it  unless  it  [ca]n  be  fortifyed.  I  am  told  Gen  Lee  was  coming  up  with 
such  a  View. 

We  have  very  interesting  Intelligence  in  a  Number  of  intercepted 
Letters  from  the  southward],77  some  Acc.4  of  which  I  may  perhaps  be 
at  Liber  [ty]  to  communicate  in  my  next. 

I  will  send  you  the  Pamphlets  you  write  for  when  I  have  Oppor¬ 
tunity;  at  present  every  thing  is  shut  up;  our  Fleet  is  just  ready  to  sail 
but  cannot  stir  without  warmer  Weather  opens  the  River.  My  best 
Regards  to  all  Friends.  I  am  Your  very  affec  Brother  Sam  Ward 

76Joseph  Hewes,  delegate  to  Congress  from  North  Carolina,  probably  had  said 
harsh  things  about  New  Englanders,  which  reached  Ward’s  ears. 

77Found  on  Board  the  Betsey,  captured  on  its  way  to  Boston  by  the  Lee,  Captain 
John  Manley,  commander;  Washington  to  Congress,  Dec.  18,  1775;  W ashington 
IV,  172. 
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Ward  to  his  daughter  Mary. 

Copy  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  2.nd  Jan.y  1776 

My  dearest  Polly 

Your  letter  from  Providence  was  very  agreeable,  and  I  am  heartily 
glad  you  found  time  to  relax  a  little,  and  doubt  not  but  Debby  did 
every  thing  in  her  power  to  keep  things  in  order  in  your  absence.  I 
see  you  have  not  yet  learn’d  to  live  without  me.  While  I  can  be  of 
any  service  to  my  Country,  my  dear  Family  or  my  Friends  I  hope 
kind  Heaven  will  continue  me:,  and  then  remove  me  to  the  man¬ 
sions  of  bliss.  In  the  mean  time  my  dearest  do  not  depend  too  much 
upon  a  Parent  “whose  breath  is  in  his  nostrils”  and  whose  powers  of 
serving  you  are  so  limited ;  but  address  yourself  to  that  allwise  and 
allpowerful  Parent  whose  tender  Mercies  are  over  all  his  works,  and 
who  has  condescended  to  assure  you  that,  tho’  Father  and  Mother 
for  sake  you  yet  will  not  the  Lord  forsake  you.  To  his  all  gracious 
Providence  I  commit  my  dear  Children. 

If  you  have  any  news  of  your  dear  brother  Sam.  let  me  know  it 
in  your  next.  I  have  not  heard  one  word  from  him  since  he  left  Fort 
Weston.  If  he  has  but  behaved  well,  I  hope  I  shall  bear  any  thing: 
If  Heaven  has  any  further  services  for  him,  he  will  be  preserved  to 
perform  them;  if  not,  I  doubt  not  he  has  been  prepared  for,  and 
removed  to  those  happy  regions,  where  he  will  not  have  the  fatigue, 
dangers  and  distresses  of  a  cruel  war  to  contend  with,  but  will  enjoy 
every  thing  that  can  give  happiness  to  the  wise  and  good. 

We  have  no  news  of  any  consequence  since  my  last.  My  affection¬ 
ate  regards  to  your  Aunts,  your  cousin  Betsey  and  to  your  Sisters  and 
Brothers.  Do  every  thing  you  can  for  all  the  little  Dear  ones,  and  beg 
your  Aunts  to  do  it  also.  I  have  enclosed  two  New  Years  Poems  for 
them. 

Adieu  my  dearest  Child  Sam  W ard 

*  *  * 

Ward  to  his  daughter  Deborah. 

Copy  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  2.nd  Jan.y  1776 

My  dearest  Debby 

The  particular  account  which  you  give  me  of  the  family,  is  very 
acceptable,  for  tho’  I  have  my  hands  full  here,  I  wish  to  know  as  much 
about  my  family  business  and  etc  as  possible  at  this  distance. 
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Your  brother  Ray  may  take  the  boots  and  shoes.  He  should  feed 
the  Cows  well  with  Hay  and  Potatoes,  if  you  can  spare  them,  which 
would  increase  their  milk.  When  I  can  get  time  I  will  try  to  buy  you 
some  Callico  and  etc.  Dont  you  when  I  miss  a  post  conclude  I  am 
sick,  for  if  you  knew  how  much  I  am  engaged  you  would  wonder 
that  I  write  half  so  much  rather  than  that  I  miss  some  apportunities. 
I  am  not  like  to  get  time  to  be  Inoculated  and  there  is  very  little  of 
the  Small  Pox  now  in  the  city.  I  wish  Nancy  had  sent  her  letter.  Tell 
her  she  must  give  me  the  pleasure  of  a  good  long  one  by  next  Post, 
and  subscribe  it  Nancy  —  shall  I  say  Ward  or  Clarke  —  may  Heaven 
Direct  which.  Does  your  brother  Charles  write  to  you?  I  am  happy 
in  hearing  he  behaves  well ;  I  shall  write  to  him  soon,  but  am  in  debt 
to  almost  all  my  literary  Friends.  The  papers  will  give  you  all  the 
news. 

There  is  a  good  Monitor  in  one  of  these  Papers.  I  have  endeav¬ 
our’d  to  set  you  an  example  of  Neatness.  Dont  my  dearest  because  I 
am  abroad  allow  yourself  (I  mean  this  Paragraph  for  all  of  you)  to 
be  Undressed.  I  have  always  thought  and  often  said,  if  I  was  woman 
I  would  never  leave  my  chamber  until  I  had  dressed  my  head  and  I 
think  so  still.  See  that  the  little  Boys  and  Betsy  never  breakfast  until 
they  are  combe’d. 

Time  allows  me  only  to  add  that  I  am  your  very  affectionate  father 

Sam  Ward 

PS.  The  misfortunes  I  have  met  with  do  not  permit  me  to  educate 
my  children  just  as  I  would  wish,  nor  to  introduce  them  into  the 
world  with  the  eclat  attendant  upon  great  fortunes.  You  must  all 
learn,  instead  of  the  Vanity  and  Folly  usually  attendant  upon  Riches, 
to  cultivate  every  Virtue.  To  be  wise  and  good:  to  be  neat  and 
Elegant,  and  at  the  same  time  to  improve  yourselves  in  every  thing 
truly  useful  and  agreeable.  In  these  and  these  alone  is  true  merit. 
The  Fops,  the  Purse  proud  and  the  idle,  worthless  part  of  Mankind, 
may  contemn  while  their  censure  is  praise.  Their  contempt  may  be  a 
mark  of  true  worth  and  can  wound  none  but  their  own  insignificant 
souls.  I  always  admired  those  lines  of  Pope  upon  Gay 

These  are  thy  Honours  not  that  here  thy  bust 
Is  mixed  with  Heroes,  or  with  Kings  thy  dust 
But  that  the  worthy  and  the  Good  may  say 
Smiting  their  pensive  bosom  here  lies  Gay 
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As  I  have  got  into  the  way  of  Quotation  I  will  conclude  with  two 
lines  of  Gay  upon  Pope’s 

Learn  then  this  truth  enough  for  Man  to  know 
Virtue  alone  is  happiness  below.  S.  W. 

*  *  * 


Gen.  Greene  to  Ward. 

Original  in  William  L.  Clements  Library ,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Camp  on  Prospect  Hill  Jany  4th  1775  [1776] 

Your  kind  favor  of  the  23  Ult.  is  now  before  me,  In  which  I  am 
extremely  happy  happy  to  find  your  Views  so  affectionately  extended 
to  the  combined  Interest  of  the  United  Colonies.  Your  Apprehensions 
that  George  the  Third  is  determind  at  all  Hazards  to  carry  his  plan 
of  Despotism  into  Execution  is  fully  confirmd  by  his  late  Gracious 
Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  which  I  have  seen.1  In  that 
you  will  find  he  breathes  revenge  and  threatens  us  with  destruction. 
Indeed  it  is  no  more  than  common  sense  must  have  foreseen  long 
since,  had  we  not  been  blinded  by  a  too  fond  Attachment  to  the  Par¬ 
ent  State.  We  have  consulted  our  wishes  rather  than  our  Reason  in 
the  indulgence  of  a  Idea  of  accomodation  —  Heaven  hath  decreed 
that  Tottering  Empire  Britain  to  irretrievable  ruin  &  thanks  to  God, 
since  Providence  hath  so  determind,  America  must  raise  an  Empire 
of  Permanent  Duration,  supported  upon  the  Grand  Pillars  of  Truth, 
Freedom  &  Religion,  encouraged  by  the  smiles  of  Justice  and  de¬ 
fended  by  her  own  Patriotick  Sons  — 

No  Doubt,  but  a  large  Army  must  be  raised  in  Addition  to  the 
Forces  upon  the  present  Establishment.  You  are  Acquainted  with 
my  Sentiments  upon  that  head  Already.  How  they  must  be  divided 
and  where  stationed  is  a  matter  at  present  problematical  —  However 
one  thing  is  certain:  The  Grand  Body  must  be  superior  in  Number 
to  any  Force  the  Enemy  can  send  as  they  will  with  out  a  scruple  make 
one  Grand  Effort  to  defeat  the  main  Force,  thereby  expecting  the 
other  Bodies  like  Streams  from  a  Fountain  will  be  lost  —  Then  they 
may  detach  to  the  Various  parts  you  mention,  whether  they  succeed 
or  not  in  the  first  Attempt  —  From  hence  it  follows  that  all  the  Forces 
in  America  should  be  under  one  Commander  raised  and  Appointed 

!The  King’s  Address  from  the  Throne,  October  26,  1775,  on  the  opening  of 
Parliament,  promising  with  Parliament’s  aid  “to  put  a  speedy  end”  to  the  colonial 
rebellion  “by  the  most  decisive  exertions.”  Annual  Register  for  1775,  269-71. 
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by  the  same  Authority,  subjected  to  the  same  Regulations  and  ready 
to  be  detacht  where  ever  Occasion  may  require.  In  this  Idea  is  also 
comprehended  the  Necessity  of  A  Regiment  of  Light  Horse  well 
Acquiped  —  Your  Observation  with  regard  to  the  Canadians  hath 
often  struck  me,  that  their  Attachment  to  the  one  party  or  the  Other 
will  greatly  depend  upon  the  Superiority  of  Force.  To  prevent  which 
in  some  measure  and  fix  them  to  the  common  Interest,  let  us  raise  one 
or  more  Regiments  of  Canadians  to  serve  in  New  England.  Send 
enough  Troops  there  to  compensate  them  in  Addition  to  the  number 
you  have  proposed  —  With  Regard  to  the  Scanty  Measure  dealt  out 
to  the  Army  upon  the  New  Establishment,  we  are  not  altogether  dif¬ 
ferent  in  Sentiment.  Yet  I  am  convinced  the  Regiments  will  fill  to 
their  Compleat  Establishment  —  I  believe  they  are  more  upon  an 
Average  than  half  full  —  Undoubtedly  the  detaining  of  Arms  being 
private  property  is  Repugnant  to  many  Principles  of  Civil  and  Nat¬ 
ural  Law;  and  hath  disgusted  many;  But  the  Great  Laws  of  Necessity 
must  Justify  the  Expedient,  Till  we  can  be  other  wise  furnished  — 
The  Pay  of  the  Soldiery  is  certainly  Generous  —  and  the  Officers  like¬ 
wise,  all  except  the  Field  Officers  whose  pay  is  much  below  that  of 
any  others  considering  their  Rank  and  Experience,  which  forms  an 
Oppinion  derogatory  to  their  Merit. 

My  Dear  Sir  I  am  now  to  Open  my  Mind  a  little  more  freely  — 
It  hath  been  said  Canada  in  the  last  War  was  Conquerd  in  Germany 
—  Who  knows  but  that  Britain  may  be  in  the  present  Controversy. 
I  take  it  for  Granted  [erroneously]  that  France  and  Spain  have  made 
Overtures  to  the  Congress  of  Assistance,  in  Case  of  Necessity  —  Let 
us  embrace  them  as  Brothers,  We  want  not  their  Land  Forces  in 
America,  their  Navy  we  do,  their  Commerce  will  be  equally  Beneficial 
to  them  and  us,  they  will  doubtless  defray  the  expence  of  their  Fleet 
as  they  will  be  employed  in  the  protection  of  their  Own  Trade  — 
Their  Military  Stores  we  want  Amazingly.  Those  will  be  Articles  of 
Commerce.  The  Elector  of  Hannover  hath  orderd  his  German 
Troops  to  relieve  the  Garrisons  of  Gibraltor  &  Port  Mahon  [island  of 
Minorca].  France  will  in  Consequence  Attack  and  subdue  Hannover 
with  little  trouble  —  This  may  bring  on  A  very  Serious  War  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  turn  Great  Britains  Attention  that  way,  which  may  pre¬ 
vent  Immence  Expense  and  Innumerable  calamities  which  would 
otherwise  happen  in  America  —  Permit  me  then  to  Recommend 
from  the  Sincerity  of  my  Heart,  ready  at  all  times  to  bleed  in  my 
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Countrys  Cause,  a  Declaration  of  Independence  And  call  upon  the 
World  and  the  Great  God  who  Governs  it,  to  Witness,  the  Necessity 
Propriety  and  Rectitude  thereof  —  Open  a  free  but  not  an  exclusive 
Trade  with  France  &  Spain. 

New  York  affords  an  Instance  unfriendly  to  the  Rights  of  Man¬ 
kind;  the  Tories  there  are  numerous  and  very  Potent;  Should  the 
Enimy  get  Footing  there  the  Difficulty  of  dislodging  them  would  be 
inconcievable.  Witness  Boston.  That  they  intend  it,  is  evident  from 
the  Situation  of  the  place  and  Governor  Tryons  continuing  [at  New 
York]  on  board  the  Dutches  of  Gordon  —  Immediate  attention 
therefore  should  be  paid  to  the  Fortification  and  defence  of  that  City 
—  New  York  is  a  port  of  so  Vast  Importance  to  the  Enemy  as  it  com¬ 
municates  in  a  manner  with  the  River  St  Lawrence2  that  the  keeping 
it  from  them  should  be  esteemed  as  almost  insepirably  connected  with 
the  General  success  of  our  Arms  —  Lord  Dunmore  affords  another 
Instance  of  what  mischief  their  getting  any  foothold  may  prove  to 
the  Grand  Cause  —  If  the  Provincial  Congress  of  that  Province  Op¬ 
poses  the  fortifying  the  place,  you  may  be  Assurd  they  intend  to  de¬ 
liver  it  up  to  the  Enemy  as  soon  as  they  get  strong  enough  to  take 
possession  there  —  There  is  but  one  of  two  measures  to  be  Adopted, 
Burn  or  Garrison  the  City  —  The  Whig  Interest  is  upon  the  decline; 
if  the  Tide  of  Sentiment  gets  against  us  in  that  Province  it  will  give 
a  fatal  Stab  to  the  strength  and  Union  of  the  Colonies. 

My  worthy  Friend,  the  Interest  of  Mankind  hangs  upon  that  truly 
Worthy  Body  of  which  you  are  a  Member  —  You  stand  the  Repre¬ 
sentatives  not  of  America  only  but  of  the  Whole  World,  the  Friends 
of  Liberty  and  the  supporters  of  the  Rights  of  Human  Nature  — 
How  will  Posterity,  Millions  yet  unborn,  bless  the  Memory  of  those 
brave  Patriots,  who  are  now  hastening  the  consumation  of  Free¬ 
dom,  Truth  &  Religion  —  But  want  of  Decision  renders  Wisdom  in 
Council  insignificant  as  want  of  Powder  hath  prevented  us  here  from 
destroying  the  Mercenary  Troops  now  in  Boston.  Frugallity  a  most 
Amiable  Domestick  Virtue  becomes  a  Vice  of  the  most  Enormous 
kind,  when  Opposd  to  the  common  Good  —  The  Tyrant  by  his  last 
speech  hath  convinced  us  that  to  be  free  or  not  depends  upon  our 
Selves;  nothing  therefore  but  the  most  Vigirious  Exertions  on  our 
part  can  Shelter  us  from  the  Evils  intended  us  —  How  can  we  then 
startle  at  the  Idea  of  Expence,  when  our  whole  Property,  our  dearest 

2By  way  of  the  Hudson,  Lake  Champlain,  and  the  Richelieu  (Sorel)  river. 


168 


Correspondence  of  Governor  Samuel  Ward 

Connexion,  our  Liberty,  Nay  Life  itself  is  at  Stake?  Let  us  therefore 
Act  like  Men,  Inspird  with  a  Resolution  that  nothing  but  the  Frowns 
of  Heaven  shall  Conquer  us;  It  is  no  time  for  Diliberation,  the  hour 
is  swiftly  rolling  on,  when  the  Plains  of  America  will  be  deluged  with 
Human  Blood;  Resolves,  Declarations  and  all  the  Parade  of  Heroism 
in  Words  will  never  Obtain  a  Victory  —  Arms  and  Ammunition  are 
as  Necessary  as  Men  and  must  be  had  at  the  Expence  of  every  thing 
short  of  Britains  Claims  —  An  Army  unequiped  will  ever  feel  the 
want  of  Spirit  and  Courage  but,  properly  furnished,  fighting  in  the 
best  of  Causes,  will  bid  defiance  to  the  United  force  of  Men  and  Dev¬ 
ils  —  When  a  finishing  Period  will  be  put  to  the  present  dispute  God 
only  knows.  We  have  just  experienced  the  Inconveniency  of  disband¬ 
ing  an  Army  within  Cannon  Shot  of  the  Enemy  and  forming  a  new 
one  in  its  stead  —  An  Instance  never  before  known ;  had  the  Enemy 
been  fully  Acquainted  with  our  situation  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  what 
might  have  been  the  consequence  —  A  large  Body  of  Troops  Prob¬ 
ably  will  be  wanted  for  a  considerable  Time  —  It  will  be  infinitely 
safer  and  not  more  expensive  in  the  End,  for  the  Continent  to  give  a 
large  Bounty  to  any  Number  of  Troops,  that  may  be  orderd  in  Addi¬ 
tion  to  the  present  Establishment  that  will  Engage  during  the  War 
than  to  Enlist  them  from  Year  to  Year  without  a  Bounty  —  And 
should  the  present  Regiments  incline  to  engage  for  the  same  Term, 
Let  them  receive  the  same  Encouragement.  There  is  not  the  least 
prospect  of  our  ever  being  able  to  disband  and  form  a  new  Army 
again  without  the  Enemies  Availing  themselves  of  the  Advantage  — 
I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  shew  your  last  Letter  to  General  Lee 
whose  knowledge  of  Europe  and  America,  Genius  and  Learning  en¬ 
ables  him  to  give  you  the  Advice  you  want;  he  has  wrote  you  fully 
upon  the  subject  —  It  is  mere  Arrogance  in  me  to  say  any  thing  upon 
the  matter  after  he  took  up  the  Pen,  but  I  hope  the  goodness  of  my 
intentions  may  excuse  my  Presumption  —  I  this  Day  man’d  the  Lines 
upon  this  Hill  and  feel  a  degree  of  pleasure  that  I  have  not  felt  for 
several  Days;3  our  situation  has  been  critical;  we  have  no  part  of  the 
Militia  here  on  this  Hill  and  the  Night  after  the  old  Troops  went  of,4 

3  As  Greene’s  letter  indicates,  there  were  several  anxious  days  between  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  troops  from  three  of  the  New  England  colonies  enlisted  as  “armies 
of  observation”  until  the  end  of  the  calendar  year,  and  the  arrival  of  replacements. 
These  consisted  of  Continental  troops  and  of  militia  from  the  several  New  England 
colonies. 

4“OfF”  was  frequently,  if  not  usually,  spelled  with  a  single  “f”  in  the  colonies 
at  this  period. 
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I  could  not  have  mustered  seven  hundred  Men,  notwithstanding  the 
returns  of  the  new  Enlisted  Troops  amounted  to  Nineteen  hundred 
and  upwards  —  I  am  now  strong  enough  to  defend  myself  against 
all  the  Force  in  Boston.  A  deserter  came  out  this  afternoon  but  brings 
nothing  new  —  Recruiting  in  Gonecticut  goes  on  exceeding  well  and 
in  this  Province  too  —  I  hope  ours  will  do  better  by  &  by  —  God  bless 
you  and  preserve.  Adieu 

Nathanael  Greene 


*  *  * 

Gen.  Lee  to  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

[early  January  1776] 

Though  [I  hav]e  not  the  good  fortune  to  be  [m]uch  acquainted 
with  you,  I  h[ave  ev]er  honored  and  respected  your  [chjaracter  and 
understanding,  which  is  ground  sufficient  for  men  in  our  present 
Circumstances  to  form  or  invite  a  Correspondence.  But  I  am  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  address  a  few  Lines  to  you  by  a  Letter  which 
General  Green  has  communicated  to  me,  wherein  vou  seem  desirous 
to  have  the  sentiments  of  General  officers  on  the  present  situation  of 
our  Affairs.  He  has  so  fully  and  amply  written  on  the  Subject,  and 
my  opinion  so  exactly  coincides  with  his;  that  it  will  be  unnecessary 
to  trouble  you  with  any  length  of  Scrawl.  I  shall  only  say  that  it 
appears  to  me  you  have  the  choice  of  three  things.  Viz1 :  —  to  de¬ 
pend  entirely  upon  your  selves  —  to  call  in  to  your  assistance  one  of 
the  Branches  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  —  or  entirely  to  submit  your¬ 
selves  to  the  Chains  prepared  —  The  last  would  be  so  heavy  and 
grievous,  the  Confiscations,  executions  of  the  best  part  of  your  Citi¬ 
zens  and  subsequently  the  worse  than  Turkish  or  Egyptian  bondage 
which  must  be  the  Consequence  of  Submission  is  so  horrid  a  thought 
that  I  cannot  conceive  a  single  breast  on  the  whole  Continent  so 
dastardly  and  depraved  as  to  harbour  it.  —  It  only  remains  then  to 
consider  the  two  other  points,  whether  we  chuse  to  invite  France  (for 
that  Court  is  in  fact  the  two  houses  of  Bourbon)  by  an  offer  of  the 
pre-emption  of  our  produce  and  a[n  ejxclusive  Market  for  their 
Manufactures  to  protect  us  a[s  an  al]ly  and  positively  with  th[eir] 
Navy  or  to  defend  ourselv[es  wi]th  our  own  force  depend [in]g  for 
supplies  of  all  the  necessities]  of  War  upon  their  Cla[nd]istine  as¬ 
sistance.  [The]  Politics  of  France  are  [often]  so  whimsical  and  nar¬ 
row  [t]hat  it  is  impossible  to  say  [whether]  she  would  embrace  or 
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reject  our  [o]ffer,  but  if  she  is  disposed  [to]  acceptance  it  may  be  so 
tedious  before  any  treaty  is  concluded  [th]at  in  the  interim  our  Mis¬ 
eries  the  Carnage,  Blood  and  [spoliation  so  dreadful,  that  upon  the 
whole  it  is  safer  and  better  to  depend  upon  our  own  force  and  Energy, 
and  I  think  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt  of  her  Clandestine  assistance 
so  far  as  to  enable  us  to  resist.  Upon  this  presumption  I  would  give 
you  what  I  think  necessary  to  be  done  but  General  Green  has  an¬ 
ticipated  me.  We  must  have  a  Continental  Army  consisting  of  Sixty 
thousand  men  for  I  think  the  partial  Provincial  forces  raised  for  the 
defence  only  of  their  own  Spots  is  a  ridiculous  Childish  futile  Idea. 
Such  Troops  are  never  good  for  any  thing,  respectu  suarum  oblivis- 
cuntur  rerum  communium,  that  is  they  turn  their  Heads  aside  from 
their  Ranks,  who  ought  to  look  forward  towards  the  General  Enemy, 
to  the  smoke  of  their  own  Chimneys.  If  the  scream  of  a  Cat  or  the 
groan  of  a  hog  is  heard  from  the  Soldiers  Cabin  the  voice  of  his  Com¬ 
manding  officer  is  lost,  so  much  for  the  Construction  of  the  Army  — 
to  descend  to  particulars  —  New  York,  Newport  and  the  whole  of 
Rhode  Island  must  either  be  strongly  fortified  garrison’d  or  totally 
destroyed  —  A  Considerable  force  must  be  station’d  as  an  army  of 
observation  about  Hampton  Bay.  A  Test  Act,  defensive  and  offen¬ 
sive,  proposed  to  every  Man  through  [the]  whole  Continent,  those 
th[a]t  refuse  must  not  only  be  di[sa]rmed,  but  drove  up  into  [the 
i]nteriour  parts  of  the  Coun[tr]y  where  they  cannot  be  p[estilent]ial 
—  Their  Estates  confiscated]  or  at  least  sequestered  t[empora]rily 
for  the  public  use  [with  a  s]mall  allowance  for  [their  sub]sistance. 
Canada  mu[st  be  se]  cured  to  us,  not  only  by  [encour]  aging  the  People 
so  fa[r  that  ]they  cannot  recede  but  by  [so]  considerable  a  body  of 
Trofops]  [s]tation’d  amongst  them,  a[s  well  to]  confirm  the  well 
affected  [as  to]  intimidate  the  disaffected.  If  these  measures  are 
adopted  we  are  safe,  but  if  any  one  Article  is  neglected,  We  are  in 
a  most  dangerous  situation.  Thus  Sir  have  I  compendiously  given 
you,  my  Sentiments,  for  General  Green  has  been  so  ample  and  satis¬ 
factory  on  the  Subject  that  it  would  be  impertinence  to  trouble  you 
more  circumstantially.  —  I  shall  only  add,  that  when  you  have  leis¬ 
ure  if  you  will  favor  me  with  a  few  Lines  You  will  infinitely  oblige 
one  who  is  with  the  greatest  respect  and  Sincerity  Yours 

Charles  Lee 
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I  have  been  obligd  to  make  Mr.  Palfory5  hold  the  Pen  for  Me  as 
I  have  a  hurt  in  my  hand 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

Original  in  the  Cooke  Papers,  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia 

Sir 


7th  Jany.  1776 


We  have  the  Honor  of  your  Letter  of  26th  last  month,  the  marine 
Service  is  of  such  vast  Importance  that  We  doubt  not  of  your  utmost 
Attention  to  it  in  all  its  Branches. 

The  Ravages  committed  by  the  armed  Vessels  and  the  continual 
Alarms  raised  by  them  must  be  very  distressing  to  the  Colony  but 
what  would  not  a  wise  Man  do  or  suffer  to  preserve  his  Liberty,  the 
alone  Source  of  human  Happiness  and  the  only  Security  for  the  per¬ 
manent  Enjoyment  of  it.  The  Colony  has  bravely  defended  Itself 
and  supported  the  common  Cause  of  America.  The  next  Campaign, 
as  our  Enemies  will  make  every  possible  Effort  against  us  will  prob¬ 
ably  require  still  greater  exertions  We  are  therefore  clearly  in  Opin¬ 
ion  with  You  that  a  Regiment  ought  to  be  raised  and  kept  up  in  the 
Colony  at  the  Continental  Expense  and  shall  embrace  the  first  favor¬ 
able  Opportunity  of  applying  for  one;  if  by  the  divine  Blessing  we 
succeed  next  Campaign,  the  Burthen  of  the  War  will  be  over,  and 
the  Reestablishment  of  our  just  Rights  and  Privileges  will  be  the 
glorious  Reward  of  this  arduous  Struggle. 

The  Removal  of  the  Stock  is  of  great  Importance  and  We  are 
happy  to  find  that  proper  Measures  are  adopted  for  that  Purpose 
We  lament  that  any  Persons  should  be  so  lost  to  Virtue  and  the 
Love  of  their  Country  as  to  attempt  to  divide  us  when  our  Union  is 
essential  to  our  Preservation  but  We  hope  that  the  wise  and  tem¬ 
perate  and  yet  spirited  Conduct  of  the  general  Assembly  will  prevent 
the  intended  Mischief  and  preserve  Union  in  the  Colo.y 

We  are  concerned  for  the  Uneasiness  occasioned  by  the  different 
Constructions  of  the  Resolve  of  15th.  July  last.6  We  lately  gave  our 
Opinion  upon  it,  but  horned  cattle  sheep  hogs  and  poultry  cannot 
be  exported  by  it,  our  extreme  want  of  Powder  occasioned  that  Re- 


sCaptain  William  Palfrey  of  Massachusetts,  Lee’s  aide-de-camp. 

6The  question  apparently  was  whether  the  word  “produce”  in  the  resolve, 
authorizing  exportation  of  colonial  “produce”  in  exchange  for  munitions,  in¬ 
cluded  livestock. 
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solve.  No  Man  ought  to  take  the  Advantages  of  the  Necessities  of 
his  Country  to  demand  exorbitant  Prices  for  what  she  stands  in  need 
of,  nor  to  abuse  a  License  given  by  her  to  her  injury,  or  should  an 
instance  of  that  kind  happen  others  ought  by  no  Means  to  violate 
her  Resolves  for  if  one  of  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  are  trampled 
upon  there  will  be  no  common  Bond  of  Union  left,  no  adequate 
Power  to  collect  and  exert  the  united  Strength  of  the  Colonies,  Con¬ 
fusion  and  certain  Destruction  would  soon  follow.  A  moment’s  Re¬ 
flection  must  satisfy  any  Man  of  this  and  induce  him  as  he  values 
every  thing  dear  to  human  Nature  religiously  to  support  the  Resolves 
of  Congress. 

We  are  with  great  regard  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  very  humble  Servants 

Sam  Ward 

P.S.  Mr.  Hopkins  is  so  engaged  he  could  not  attend  to  look  over 
the  letters  and  desired  me  to  sign  and  forward  them  myself,  for  im¬ 
portant  news  refer  you  to  my  Letter  to  the  Govr.  and  Com.y 
This  Moment  an  Express  from  N.  York  has  brought  the  Kings 
Speech  at  the  Opening  of  Parliament  which  I  have  enclosed;  It  is 
decisive;  Every  Man  must  now  be  convinced  that  under  God  our 
Safety  depends  wholly  upon  a  brave  wise  and  determined  Resist¬ 
ance  May  infinite  Wisdom  direct  all  your  measures  to  the  Preserva¬ 
tion  of  America  in  general  and  the  Happiness  of  the  Colony  in 
particular. 

S.  Ward. 

Governor  Cooke. 


■*  *  * 


Ward  to  a  daughter. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadel.a  8.th  Jan.y  1776 

My  Dearest 

I  have  only  Time  to  let  You  know  that  I  am  very  well  especially 
considering  that  I  am  incessently  employed  in  Attention  to  Business 
and  have  no  Exercise  and  not  even  Time  for  proper  Relaxation :  the 
enclosed  Papers  give  You  all  the  News  except  that  the  Kings  Speech 
to  Parliament  opened  27.th  Oct.r  is  come  to  hand,  He  calls  all  Rebels, 
charges  all  with  endeavouring  to  amuse  the  Nation  by  Professions  of 
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Affection  to  them  and  loyalty  to  him  and  meaning  only  to  gain  Time 
to  make  our  Preparations  for  a  general  Revolt  in  Order  to  sett  up  an 
independent  Empire,  says  he  has  greatly  augmented  his  naval  and 
land  Forces,  determines  to  be  decisive,  has  the  offer  of  foreign  Assist¬ 
ance  if  necessary  and  the  strongest  assurances  that  his  Operations  in 
America  will  not  be  interrupted  by  any  foreign  Disturbances;  thus 
you  see  my  Love  your  Daddy’s  Sentiments  are  confirmed  that  the 
savage  ever  meant  to  make  himself  an  absolute  despotic  Tyrant.  May 
the  Reward  of  his  Hands  and  wicked  Heart  be  given  him;  every  Idea 
of  Peace  is  now  over  and  all  possible  Excertions  are  to  be  made  for 
the  common  Defence;  the  Vessel  that  brings  this  met  a  Fleet  of  Men 
of  War  and  Transports  with  five  thousand  Soldiers  on  Board  coming 
to  Boston:  By  an  Express  from  Maryland  [we  hear]  the  Men  of  War 
have  cannonaded  Norfolk  in  Virginia  2J4  Days  and  probably  de¬ 
stroyed  it;7  50  Tons  of  salt  petre  and  6  Tons  of  Powder  arrived  here 
a  day  or  two  ago  and  8  Tons  Powder  at  New  York;  the  Express  waits; 
God  preserve  my  dear  little  Tribe,  Friends  and  Family  and  above  all 
my  dearest  Country :  proper  Regards  to  all  your  Aunts  and  etc 

Your  very  affec.e  Father 
*  *  * 

Ward  probably  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

[about  January  8,  1776] 

I  am  entirely  of  your  Opinion  that  We  shall  be  undone  unless  the 
most  spirited  Measures  are  pursued.  You  may  recollect  the  Fable  of 
the  strong  spirited  Horse  and  the  lean  one  which  I  mentioned  to  You 
when  at  home,  We  are  eternally  plagued  with  that  dull  Horse;  some¬ 
times  he  pricks  up  his  Ears  and  goes  a  little  Way  and  with  Spirit, 
then  flaggs  and  is  a  dead  Weight  upon  his  Mate.  I  think  however 
we  shall  make  him  useful  upon  the  whole ;  if  not  let  him  in  Mifflin’s 
spirited  language  be  given  to  the  Dogs;  the  strong  One  I  am  sure  is 
able  to  perform  the  Journey  tho’  a  severe  one. 

The  fitting  out  Privateers,  a  Treaty  and  etc  many  of  Us  have  in 
Contemplation  and  as  soon  as  we  can  prepare  others  shall  carry  into 

7Norfolk  was  destroyed  on  January  1  and  2,  1776.  The  royal  governor  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Lord  Dunmore,  burned  the  warehouses  and  a  few  homes,  but  many  more 
homes  were  destroyed  by  members  of  the  militia  from  up  country  who  detested 
Norfolk  as  a  nest  of  Tories  (most  of  its  merchants  were  Scotch) .  H.  J.  Eckenrode, 
The  Revolution  in  Virginia  (1916),  86-8,  describes  the  destruction.  The  part  of 
Americans  in  the  destruction  was  played  down  in  the  united  colonies. 
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Execution :  I  have  no  Time  to  correct  much  less  copy  and  am  almost 
worn  out  with  continual  Application  of  Mind  and  no  Exercise.  Give 
Me  in  your  next  a  particular  Acc.1  of  the  Proceedings  of  Assembly 
and  every  thing  important. 

I  rec.d  a  Letter  from  Messr.  Clarke  and  Nightingale  which  does 
not  require  an  Answer,  but  I  would  notwithstanding  have  wrote  to 
them  to  let  them  know  that  if  they  or  any  other  Merch.ts  in  Provi¬ 
dence  capable  of  the  Business  had  a  Mind  to  enter  into  a  Contract 
with  the  secret  Com.ee  to  import  such  things  as  Congress  has  order’d 
I  could  serve  them  if  I  knew  their  Intentions  very  soon  and  any  Per¬ 
sons  here  to  contract  and  receive  the  Money,  You  may  let  M.r  John 
Brown  [know]  that  I  have  rec.d  his  Letter  inclosing  his  Brothers 
[request]  and  that  he  may  prepare  to  execute  a  Contract  to  the 
Amount  he  mentions;  he  must  direct  to  whom  the  Money  is  to  be 
paid  and  with  whom  the  contract  is  to  entered  into.  Tobacco  is  an 
Article  and  I  think  will  do  vastly  well  and  several  ship  loads  may  be 
had  from  our  Colony;  in  shiping  Produce  We  ought  to  avoid  as  much 
as  possible  all  Provisions  for  I  think  we  are  in  a  fair  Way  of  reducing 
them  by  famine. 

50  Tons  of  Salt  petre  and  6  Tons  of  Powder  have  arrived  here  in  a 
few  Days  and  8  Tons  Powder  at  New.  York;  the  manufacturing 
salt  Petre  goes  on  finely.  I  will  write  Mess.rs  Brown  the  first  Oppor- 
tnity ;  I  want  the  Express  should  arrive  at  Providence  whilest  the  As¬ 
sembly  is  setting  and  therefore  conclude  abruptly. 

Yours  most  affectionately 

Sam  Ward 

P.S.  My  Friend  M.r  Adams  begs  the  Favor  of  You  to  forward  his 
Letter  to  Col°.  Warren  by  first  Post.8 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Gov.  Cooke. 

Copy  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadel.a  16.th  Jan/  1776. 

Our  Seamen  [from  Rhode  Island]  arrived  here  the  Day  before 
yesterday;  those  concerned  in  the  naval  Department  are  highly 
pleased  with  them ;  their  arrival  gives  fresh  Spirits  to  the  whole  Fleet. 

^Comparison  of  this  statement  with  a  similar  one  in  a  letter  from  Samuel  Adams 
to  Colonel  James  Warren  of  Massachusetts,  dated  January  7,  1776  and  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  present  letter  identify  the  date.  Adams’s  letter  is  in  Mass.  Hist.  Soc. 
Coll,  LXXII,  199. 
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Your  Favor  of  the  4.th  we  rec.d  I  would  wish  to  have  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  General  Assembly  relative  to  the  Regiment  or  any  other 
colonial  affairs  as  soon  as  maybe. 

The  Letters  of  Gov.r  Franklin  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of 
New  Jerseys  [Cortland  Skinner]  were  intercepted;  an  order  of  Con¬ 
gress  was  issued  for  seizing  the  latter  but  he  escaped  on  Board  the 
Asia;  the  Gov.r  is  under  continental  Guard  in  his  own  House  until 
order  from  Congress  may  be  issued. 

I  inclose  the  Resolves  of  Congress  ord.d  to  the  several  Colonies;9 
time  only  permits  me  to  add  that  I  am  .  .  . 

Sam  Ward 

P.S.  I  rec’d  a  Letter  from  Messrs  Clarke  and  Nightingale  relative 
to  the  Contract  entered  into  by  Admiral  Hopkins;  as  I  have  not  time 
to  write  them,  beg  your  Honor  to  let  them  know  that  I  think  the  pub¬ 
lic  service  requires  that  the  Voyage  should  proceed  with  all  dispatch. 
Gov.  Cooke 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  Samuel,  ]r. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelp.3  21.st  Jan.yn  1776 

My  dear  Son 

I  most  devoutly  thank  God  that  You  are  alive,  in  good  Health  and 
have  behaved  well.  You  have  now  a  new  Scene  of  Action;  to  behave 
well  as  a  Prisoner.  You  have  been  taught  from  your  Infancy  the  Love 
of  God  of  all  Mankind  and  of  your  Country;  in  a  due  Discharge  of 
these  various  Duties  of  Life  consist  true  Honor  Religion  and  Virtue. 
I  hope  no  Situation  or  Trial  however  severe  will  tempt  you  to  violate 
these  sacred  these  immutable  Laws  of  God  and  Nature:  You  will 
now  have  Time  for  Reflection;  improve  it  well,  examine  your  own 
Heart,  eradicate  as  much  as  human  Frailty  admits  the  Seeds  of  Vice 
and  Folly,  correct  your  Temper,  expand  the  benevolent  Feelings  of 
your  Soul  and  impress  and  establish  the  noble  Principles  of  private 
and  public  Virtue  so  deeply  in  it  that  your  whole  Life  may  be  di¬ 
rected  by  them ;  next  to  these  great  and  essential  Duties  improve  your 
Mind  by  the  best  Authors  you  can  borrow,  learn  the  french  Language 

9I  have  not  identified  the  particular  resolves  enclosed,  but  they  doubtless  in¬ 
cluded  the  important  one  of  January  2,  1776,  recommending  that  outspoken 
Tories  “be  disarmed,  and  the  more  dangerous  among  them”  be  kept  in  custody 
or  under  bond  for  good  behavior.  Journals  IV,  56. 
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and  be  continually  acquiring  as  far  as  your  Situation  admits  every 
useful  Accomplishment;  shun  every  Species  of  Debauchery  and  Vice 
as  certain  and  inevitable  Ruin  here  and  hereafter ;  there  is  one  Vice 
which  tho’  often  to  be  met  with  in  polite  Company  I  cannot  but  con¬ 
sider  as  unworthy  of  the  Gent.n  as  well  as  the  Christian,  I  mean 
swearing;  avoid  it  at  all  Times. 

All  Ranks  of  People  here  have  the  highest  Sense  of  the  great  Brav¬ 
ery  and  Merit  of  Col°.  Arnold  and  all  his  officers  and  men;  tho5 
Prisoners  they  have  acquired  immortal  Honor;10  proper  Attention 
will  be  paid  to  them ;  in  the  mean  Time  behave  my  Dear  with  great 
Circumspection,  Prudence  and  Firmness,  enter  into  no  Engagements 
inconsistent  with  your  Duty  to  your  Country;  such  as  you  may  make 
keep  inviolate  with  the  strictest  honor. 

I  have  the  Pleasure  to  acquaint  You  that  your  Sister  Nancy  is 
much  better  than  when  you  left  home  and  that  the  rest  of  the  Family 
are  all  well;  your  Bro.s,  G.  [General]  Greene.  C.  [Colonel]  Varnum 
and  etc  are  all  well. 

Present  my  most  affectionate  Regards  to  our  very  worthy  Kinsman 
L.*  Col°.  [Christopher]  Greene  and  the  rest  of  the  brave  officers  and 
Men  under  his  Command ;  if  any  of  them  write  home  and  forward 
their  Letters  to  G.1  Woorster11  to  be  sent  under  Cover  to  Me  I  shall 
as  soon  as  I  receive  them  transmit  them  to  their  Friends  and  if  I  can 
do  them  any  other  Service  I  shall  do  it  with  the  greatest  Pleasure. 
Tell  Col°.  Greene  that  his  Wife,  Family  and  Friends  were  well  by  my 
last  Advices. 

If  you  shall  have  Occasion  for  any  Money  to  buy  necessary  cloath- 
ing  or  Subsistence  before  a  proper  Mode  of  supplying  you  is  estab¬ 
lished,  draw  upon  Me  in  Favor  of  any  Gentl.n  who  will  be  kind 
enough  to  supply  you  and  your  Bills  shall  be  duly  honored;  if  Col°. 
Greene  should  want  Money  his  Bills  on  Me  shall  be  punctually  paid ; 
besides  endeavouring  to  make  yourself  as  easy  and  happy  as  possible 
in  your  present  Situation  You  will  pay  the  greatest  Attention  as  far 
as  your  little  Power  may  admit  to  the  Comfort  and  Welfare  of  all  your 

l°In  the  American  attack  on  Quebec,  December  31,  1775,  Arnold  and  his  de¬ 
tachment,  including  Capt.  Ward,  were  making  good  progress,  when  Arnold’s 
disabling  wound  and  the  death  of  General  Montgomery  and  defeat  of  the  main 
body  led  to  the  surrender  of  those  under  Arnold.  French,  First  Year,  614-20. 

HBrigadier-General  David  Wooster  of  Connecticut  who,  as  next  in  seniority  to 
Montgomery,  became  commander  of  the  American  army  in  Canada  upon  Mont¬ 
gomery’s  death. 
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fellow  Prisoners,  and  of  those  lately  under  your  immediate  Command 
especially. 

We  have  a  great  Number  of  Prisoners  in  our  Possession  who  are 
treated  with  the  greatest  Humanity  and  Kindness,  and  with  Pleasure 
I  hear  that  Col°.  Arnold’s  Detachment  is  treated  in  the  same  humane 
Manner.  The  Mischiefs  of  War  are  sufficiently  great  under  the  most 
civilized  Regulations;  what  a  Savage  must  he  be  who  would  heighten 
them  by  unnecessary  Severeties  and  Rigor.  I  hope  that  Humanity  to 
the  unfortunate  will  be  the  distinguishing  Characteristic  of  the  suc¬ 
cessful  on  either  Side  of  this  unhappy  Contest. 

Write  to  Me  often  and  may  infinite  Wisdom  and  Goodness  pre¬ 
serve  and  prosper  my  dear  Son,  Your  very  affec.e  Father 

Sam  Ward 

To:  Captain.  Ward  in  Quebec 

*  *  * 

Ward  to  his  daughter  Catharine  (Ward)  Greene. 

Copy  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

My  dearest  Philadelphia  21stJanry  1776 

Blessed  be  God  your  dear  brother  of  whom  I  never  heard  one  word 
from  the  time  he  left  fort  W eston  until  last  Monday  is  alive  and  well 
and  has  behaved  well.  There  is  a  gentleman  here  who  saw  him  the 
day  before  the  attack  upon  Quebec.  He  had  been  very  ill  with  the 
yellow  Jaundice;  but  one  Captain  McLean  formerly  of  Boston  took 
him  home  and  cured  him.  This  gentleman  tells  me  he  was  happy  to 
have  gone  upon  that  service.  General  Montgomery  was  killed  in  this 
attack  and  his  Troops  immediately  retired  which  left  the  whole  force 
of  the  Enemy  to  attack  your  Kinsman  Lt:  Col°  Greene  who  upon 
Arnolds  being  wounded  and  carried  off  led  the  detachment  on  nobly. 
They  carried  two  Batteries,  attaked  the  third  and  fought  gloriously 
with  much  superior  forces,  under  cover  also.  Four  hours  after,  being 
overpowdered  by  numbers,  they  were  compelled  to  surrender  prison¬ 
ers  of  War  and  are  very  kindly  treated.  I  have  written  by  express  to 
your  brother  and  shall  send  him  some  money ;  call  upon  all  who  owe 
us  for  some ;  I  shall  want  it  much. 

Write  immediately  to  Colo  Greenes  Wife12  that  he  is  well  and 
treated  with  great  humanity.  He  has  acquired  vast  honor  in  the 

12Anna  Lippitt,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Welthian  (Greene)  Lippitt  married 
Christopher  Greene  in  1757.  G.  S.  Greene  and  Louise  B.  Clarke,  The  Greenes  of 
Rhode  Island  (1903),  167.  Catharine  (Ward)  Greene  to  whom  this  letter  was 
addressed,  was  wife  of  Christopher,  brother  of  Nathanael.  Lt.  Col.  Christopher 
Greene  was  a  cousin. 
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service  and  I  doubt  not  will  soon  be  exchanged.  In  the  mean  time  I 
have  written  to  Sammy  to  let  him  know  his  family  is  well  and  that  if 
he  needs  any  money  he  can  draw  upon  me.  Your  affec  Father 

Sam  Ward 

P.S.  In  Colo  Greenes  detachment  there  were  120  killed  and 
wounded,  nearly  half  killed.  Troops  begin  their  march  from  here 
tomorrow  to  reinforce  our  Army  in  Canada. 

#  #  # 

Gov.  Cooke  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

Staples ,  “Rhode  Island  in  the  Continental  Congress  ”  56-77 . 

Providence,  Jan.  21st,  1776. 

Gentlemen :  —  I  enclose  you,  at  the  request  of  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  an  Address  to  the  Congress,  representing  the  deplorable  state  of 
the  Colony,  and  praying  for  assistance.13 

We  might  have  entered  into  a  more  minute  detail;  but  the  Assem¬ 
bly,  having  a  full  reliance  upon  your  giving  the  Congress  every  need¬ 
ful  information  respecting  the  Colony,  thought  it  unnecessary.  You 
will  please  deliver  and  enforce  it  as  soon  as  you  have  a  rational  pros¬ 
pect  of  its  meeting  with  success.  Notwithstanding,  the  propriety  of 
our  petition  is  such  that  we  ought  not  to  doubt  of  its  being  granted, 
yet  it  may  be  prudent  to  interest  some  of  the  leading  members  in  our 
favor  before  it  is  brought  on.  But  as  you  are  upon  the  spot,  the  whole 
matter  must  be  submitted  to  you,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  you 
will  manage  it  with  proper  address. 

The  General  Assembly  are  not  without  hopes,  that  the  Congress 
will  take  the  whole  brigade14  into  their  service;  especially,  as  the 
necessity,  arising  from  so  powerful  an  invasion,  of  establishing  the 
whole  force  we  have  ordered  is  clear  and  manifest,  and  you  will  use 
your  utmost  endeavors  to  procure  a  resolution  for  that  purpose. 

From  the  nature  of  the  war  and  the  circumstances  of  the  colonies, 
every  idea  of  partial  and  colonial  defence  ought  to  be  given  up.  There 
must  be  a  supreme,  superintending  power,  to  exert  and  direct  the 
force  of  the  whole,  for  the  safety  and  defence  of  all,  otherwise  the 
exertions  and  burdens  will  not  only  be  very  unequal,  to  the  great 

13Address  of  January  15.  R.  I.  Records  VII,  424-26. 

14The  Assembly  had  recently  authorized  the  enlistment  for  one  year  of  a  second 
regiment  with  Henry  Babcock  of  Westerly,  Colonel,  primarily  for  home  defence. 
It  and  Colonel  William  Richmond’s  regiment,  authorized  in  November  1775, 
were  to  constitute  a  brigade  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  William  West 
of  Scituate.  R.  I.  Records  VII,  432-38,  440,  456. 
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endangering  of  the  union  upon  which  the  welfare  of  America  de¬ 
pends,  but  colony  after  colony  may  be  subdued  without  a  chance  of 
making  resistance. 

I  will  only  add  upon  this  head,  that  our  circumstances  will  not 
admit  of  delay,  and  that  unless  the  Congress  enter  upon  the  defence 
of  the  Colony,  it  must  be  abandoned. 

I  am  also,  at  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  desire  you 
“to  inform  them  what  information  you  have  had  respecting  any  letters 
being  written  by  any  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  to  any 
person  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  respecting  the  situation  of  the  town 
of  Newport,  and  the  supplying  of  Capt.  Wallace  with  provisions;  and 
of  any  reflections  that  have  been  cast  by  such  letters  upon  any  part 
of  this  Colony;  and  to  inform  them  of  the  names  of  such  letter-writers, 
and  to  procure  and  transmit  to  them  copies  of  such  letters,  if  they  can 
be  obtained.” 

The  particulars  of  the  unfortunate  attack  upon  Quebec  are  not  yet 
come  to  hand.  I  suppose  you  have  received  them  before  now.  It  is  a 
severe  check,  but  we  have  still  great  successes  to  be  thankful  for,  and 
in  a  war  so  extensive  we  must  expect  to  meet  with  some  disagreeable 
events.  I  most  sincerely  sympathize  with  Mr.  Ward  upon  this  occa¬ 
sion,  and  heartily  wish  he  may  have  some  comfortable  intelligence 
from  his  son. 

I  am  informed  by  a  letter  from  New  Providence,  that  the  militia 
from  the  western  parts  of  Connecticut  are  pushing  off  in  sleighs,  in 
great  numbers,  for  Canada. 

The  Secretary  tells  me  he  hath  given  his  brother  an  account  of  the 
descent  upon  Prudence.15  I  shall  only  add,  that  the  stock  is  now  very 
nearly  removed.  In  consequence  of  the  recommendation  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  General  Congress,  as  mentioned  in  Mr.  Ward’s  letter,  the 
Assembly  have  agreed  to  supply  the  King’s  ships,  as  you  will  see  by 
the  enclosed  vote.15a  But  as  Wallace  may  cannonade  and  even  bum  the 
town,  a  discretionary  power  by  a  private  vote  which  it  is  designed 
shall  be  kept  a  profound  secret,  is  given  to  the  commander  of  the 
forces  on  Rhode  Island,  to  permit  supplies  in  cases  of  imminent  dan- 

!5The  British  raided  Prudence  island  in  middle  Narragansett  Bay  on  January 
12  and  13,  but  met  with  a  warmer  reception  than  on  Conanicut,  losing  fourteen 
killed  and  a  number  wounded.  Arnold,  Rhode  Island  II,  366. 

15aR.  I.  Records  VII,  439.  The  private  vote  mentioned  in  Cooke’s  letter  per¬ 
haps  dispensed  with  the  condition  laid  down  in  the  public  vote,  that  Wallace 
“shall  remain  peaceably  within  the  colony  ...” 
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ger,  until  the  next  session,  to  be  holden  on  the  last  Monday  in 
February. 

Capt.  Greenell16  hath  exerted  himself  greatly  in  procuring  men  for 
the  navy,  and  hath  an  inclination  to  enter  the  service  if  he  can  obtain 
a  place  sufficient  to  support  himself  and  family.  I  beg  leave  to  com¬ 
mend  him  to  your  assistance. 


I  am, 


Nicholas  Cooke. 


To  the  Hon.  S.  Hopkins  and  S.  Ward,  Esqs. 


*  *  * 


Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelp.a  25.th  Jan/  1776 

Dear  Bro.r 

My  very  worthy  Friend  Col°.  Gadsden17  recommended  Cap1. 
Cochran18  to  Me.  He  is  a  very  reputable  Sea  Captain  (in  the  last 
War  of  a  Privateer)  his  Business  is  to  get  Seamen  for  S.°  Carolina; 
I  beg  Leave  to  introduce  him  to  You;  I  have  told  him  that  such  is 
the  State  of  our  Colony  that  I  imagine  there  is  no  Prospect  of  his 
Success  with  Us;  any  Services  which  you  can  do  him  consistently  I 
shall  take  as  a  Favor. 

I  have  not  had  the  Pleasure  of  a  Letter  from  the  Gov.r  or  from 
you  a  long  Time ;  I  promised  myself  several  before  now :  for  news  I 
refer  you  to  the  inclosed  Paper;  by  the  Testimony  inclosed  You  may 
see  the  Politics  of  some  here ;  they  appear  to  Me  to  have  taken  their 
Part;  I  hope  every  Possible  Exertion  will  be  made  in  all  the  N.E. 
Colonies  for  their  own  Defence;  every  Man  must  be  a  Soldier. 

One  Company  marched  from  here  yesterday  for  Canada;  others 
from  the  Jersey’s  and  here  also  will  follow  in  a  Day  or  two:  Sammy 
is  well ;  he  was  with  Col°.  Greenes  and  taken  Prisoner  with  the  rest  of 
the  Party;  they  are  well  and  Maj.r  [Brigadier-General]  Prescot  ar¬ 
rived  here  yesterday.  He  is  charged  with  having  put  Col°.  Allen  in 

16Probably  one  of  the  Grinnells  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.  Rhode  Island  was  replete 
with  Captains  at  this  period:  Captains  of  the  Continental  army,  Captains  of  the 
Continental  navy,  Captains  of  the  Rhode  Island  home-defence  brigade,  and  ordi¬ 
nary  Captains  of  militia,  besides  many  captains  of  merchant  vessels,  both  large 
and  small. 

l^The  famous  Christopher  Gadsden  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina;  leader  since 
1762  in  opposing  British  innovations  unfavorable  to  the  colonies  and  a  member 
of  both  the  First  and  Second  Continental  Congresses. 

18Robert  Cochran.  For  details  of  his  mission,  Journals  IV,  67-8. 
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Irons  and  etc.  I  was  one  of  a  Com.ee  appointed  to  examine  him;  he  is 
at  present  at  a  Tavern  under  Guard;  to  Morrow  he  will  be  disposed 
of  I  believe.19  Make  my  most  respectful  Compliments  to  the  Gov.r 
and  due  Regard  to  all  Friends,  I  am  Your  very  affec.6  Bro.r 

Sam  Ward 


*  *  * 

Gov.  Cooke  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

Letters  from  the  Governor  11,  34,  in  R.  I.  Archives. 

Providence,  January  30th,  1776 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  not  been  favoured  with  a  Letter  from  you  since  you  wrote 
by  the  Express  belonging  to  Newport.  —  You  will  see  by  the  inclosed 
Papers  the  State  of  the  Negotiations  with  Wallace  at  the  Time  Col. 
[William]  West’s  Letter  was  written.  I  have  since  —  recommended 
it  to  him  to  permit  the  Boats  with  Necessaries  for  the  Town  [New¬ 
port]  to  pass  as  usual,  as  otherwise  great  Obstructions  must  be  given 
to  their  Supplies.  Notwithstanding  the  Measures  taken  by  the  Gen1 
Assembly  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Town  seems  to  have  no  Idea  of 
removing.  And  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  some  of  the  Persons  who 
at  present  are  at  the  Head  of  their  Affairs  are  I  fear  and  always  have 
been  inimical  to  the  common  Causes.  And  to  me  it  appears  clearly 
that  some  of  the  principal  of  them  have  Views  of  restraining  the 
People  until  a  Force  shall  arrive  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  declare 
their  hostile  Intentions. 

Our  Cruizers  took  Two  more  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships  last  Week;  I 
have  not  yet  had  an  Account  of  their  Cargoes  nor  from  whence  they 
are.20 

I  must  recommend  to  your  closest  Attention  the  Application  of  the 
Colony  to  Congress  for  Assistance.  A  considerable  Part  of  the  Regi¬ 
ment  ordered  at  last  Session  have  inlisted. 

I  have  the  Pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Manufacture  of  Salt¬ 
petre  increases  very  fast  in  New  England;  and  that  we  have  the 
greatest  Prospect  of  a  large  Quantity  being  made  as  soon  as  the 
Weather  opens.  I  hope  the  Congress  have  taken  some  Measures  for 

!90n  January  29,  Congress  resolved  to  keep  Prescott  “in  close  confinement  in 
the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  till  farther  orders  of  Congress.”  Journals  IV,  101. 

20Probably  the  ships  taken  by  Captain  John  Manley,  bound  from  Whitehaven, 
England,  to  Boston  “with  coals  chiefly  and  some  potatoes  for  the  Army.”  Wash¬ 
ington  IV,  290. 
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the  Importation  of  Sulphur ;  as  by  the  best  Intelligence  I  can  get  there 
is  not  above  Twenty  Tons  upon  the  Continent. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem  and  Regard 

Gent. 

Your  most  obed*  hble  Serv* 

Nichs  Cooke 

Honble  S.  Hopkins  &  S.  Ward  Esq. 

*  *  * 

Catharine  (Ward)  Greene  to  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Potawomut  Feb  5th  1775  [1776] 

I  have  sometime  Laboured  under  a  great  Deal  of  anxiety  haveing 
heard  you  were  verry  ill  but  yesterday  had  the  Pleasing  intelligence 
from  my  Brother  nat21  of  your  Perfect  recovery;  also  of  our  Dear 
sammys  being  a  Prisoner  in  Quebeck ;  but  thanks  be  to  God  his  life 
is  spareed  and  he  is  in  the  Land  of  the  liveing;  for  some  time  I  Could 
not  learn  any  thing  in  Particular  about  his  situation  but  rejoice  to 
hear  he  has  Behaved  worthy  of  his  Parents  and  family  and  the  Glori¬ 
ous  Cause  he  has  engaged  in.  Though  his  sufferings  Brings  a  Cloud 
over  my  mind  every  time  I  reflect  upon  them  —  how  many  wretched 
widdows  and  helpless  orphans  this  unhappy  Contest  will  make  God 
only  knows  but  should  the  Brave  General  montgomery  have  left 
neither,  yet  their  would  not  be  wanting  those  who  shed  tears  of 
greatfull  sorrow  to  his  immortal  memory  —  Collonell  Greenes  Con¬ 
duct  reflects  honour  to  himself  and  his  Country;  what  Pitty  that  his 
Bretheren  the  new  yorkers  were  so  unequally  yoked ;  how  many  Lives 
are  Lost  we  have  not  yet  heard  certainly,  but  it  is  immagined  amongst 
us  that  60  or  70  are  killed  and  wounded.  I  hope  the  Possession  of 
Boston  may  not  Cost  so  Dear  but  much  fear  it  will;  you  are  no 
Doubt  acquainted  with  what  is  Doeing  and  Designed  to  be  Done 
at  the  Camp;  it  is  Conjectured  by  those  who  Bring  us  News  that  that 
Place  is  a  going  to  be  attacked.  I  am  a  verry  weak  ignorant  Girl  and 
Can  only  wish  that  they  may  find  the  Lord  God  a  sun  and  a  shield  to 
enlighten  and  Defend  them  in  all  their  just  and  Lawfull  undertakeings 
—  Brother  Nat  writes  me  he  has  been  much  indisposed  with  the 
jaundice  but  is  uppon  the  mending  hand;  his  Lady  is  Brought  to  Bed 
of  a  son  Called  George  Washington;  she  has  been  verry  ill  but  is  now 

21General  Nathanael  Greene,  her  brother-in-law. 
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Cleverly  —  I  had  the  Pleasure  of  Dineing  with  uncle  and  aunt 
Greene22  yesterday  they  are  with  their  family  all  extreamly  well  and 
Cheerful;  uncle  is  verry  much  engaged  in  Publick  affairs23  and  seems 
willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  for  the  welfare  of  his  Country  —  our 
family  are  all  well,  my  self  much  Better  than  in  the  fore  Part  of  the 
winter;  mr  [Christopher]  Greene  wrote  you  immediately  after  mr 
mumfords  return  relative  to  sending  a  Vessel  after  Powder  but  has 
not  had  any  answer.  I  wrote  at  the  same  time  but  know  not  whether 
ever  my  letter  Came  to  hand.  I  should  be  verry  Glad  to  hear  oftner 
from  you  but  knowing  the  multiplicity  of  your  employments  am  Con¬ 
tented  with  what  time  you  Can  spare  me  from  more  important 
Concerns. 

heard  from  my  sistors  a  few  Days  Past ;  they  were  all  tolerable  well 
and  Cheerf ull ;  whether  they  have  heard  of  sammys  being  a  Prisoner 
I  Cannot  tell.  I  long  to  Go  and  simpathise  with  them,  mr  Greene  is 
a  going  up  into  Conetiic[ut  ]  this  week.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  meet 
him  their  uppon  his  return;  he  Desires  his  Duty  to  you,  and  our 
Brothers24  all  join  in  respectfull  regards;  mrs  Lawton  best  wishes 
attends  you;  that  you  may  be  a  happy  instrument  in  the  hand  of 
Providence  in  restoring  Peace  and  Plenty  to  this  Distressed  Country 
and  may  live  many  years  to  reap  the  fruit  of  your  Labours  in  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  your  frinds  and  family  is  the  earnest  wish  of  my  Dear 
Daddy  your  affectionate  and  Dutifull  Daughter 

Katy  Greene 

Please  to  make  my  regards  acceptable  to  mrs  macum.25 
superscription:  To  the  Honbl  Samuell  Ward  Esq  at  Philadelphia 


*  *  * 


Philadel.3  6.th  Feb.y  1776 


Ward  to  a  daughter. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

My  Dearest 

It  is  so  very  late  at  Night  that  I  can  only  acknowledge  the  Pleasure 
which  I  have  this  Day  rec.d  by  a  Letter  from  Your  Aunt  Marchant, 


22William  Greene  of  Warwick  and  his  wife  Catharine  (Ray)  Greene,  the  dear 
friend  of  Benjamin  Franklin. 

23See  R.  I.  Records  VII,  441,  453  as  to  some  of  these. 

24Christopher  and  Nathanael  had  six  brothers,  all  apparently  living  within  the 
township  of  Warwick:  half  brothers  Benjamin  and  Thomas,  and  full  brothers 
Jacob,  William,  Elihu,  and  Perry.  Greene,  Life  of  Nathanael  Greene  I,  15-17. 

25Mrs.  Jane  Mecom  of  Boston,  Benjamin  Franklin’s  sister,  who  had  been  a 
guest  of  the  William  Greene’s  from  May  to  October  1775.  Franklin  had  taken  her 
home  to  Philadelphia  with  him  on  his  way  back  from  conferring  with  Washington 
at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 


184 


Correspondence  of  Governor  Samuel  Ward 

two  from  You  (one  of  them  accompanying  the  stockings)  one  from 
Debby  and  another  from  John  all  of  which  if  I  live  to  get  Time  I 
shall  with  Pleasure  take  further  Notice  of.26 

As  to  my  Return  home  Business  grows  so  very  important  and  in¬ 
creases  upon  Us  so  fast  that  I  have  no  Hopes  of  seeing  my  dear  Fam¬ 
ily  this  Winter;  I  can  only  recommend  You  all  to  God  and  to  each 
other. 

For  News  I  refer  You  to  the  inclosed  Papers;  let  M.r  Sheffield  know 
that  I  have  the  Pleasure  of  a  Letter  from  him  this  Day,  that  I  agree 
in  Sentiment  with  him  and  shall  do  all  I  can  to  carry  into  Execution 
the  Measures  he  proposes,  and  shall  with  Pleasure  recommend  his 
Sons  to  Gen1.  Hopkins.27  May  the  divine  Goodness  preserve  my  dear 
Sisters,  Children  and  all  the  Family. 

Your  very  affec.e  Father 

Sam  Ward 

Miss  Ward 


*  *  * 

Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadel.a  6.th  Feb.y  1776 

Dear  Bro.r 

Your  Letters  of  21.st  and  23.rd  were  very  acceptable,  I  am  much 
obliged  to  You  for  your  kind  Concern  for  Sammy;  Blessed  be  God 
that  He  has  behaved  well  and  hath  escaped  even  a  Wound.  I  have 
wrote  him  twice  and  also  had  the  Pleasure  of  a  Letter  from  him,  a 
Copy  of  which  is  inclosed.  The  Sense  which  he  appears  to  have  of 
the  divine  Goodness,  of  his  Duty  to  his  Country  and  his  chearful 
Resolution  to  do  it  at  every  Hazard,  his  filial  Piety,  his  ardent  affec¬ 
tion  for  his  Sisters  and  Brothers  and  that  benevolent  Wish  that  they 
might  not  be  acquainted  with  the  Danger  to  which  he  was  about  to 
be  exposed  give  Me  the  highest  Satisfaction;  be  kind  enough  to  let 
Harry  [Henry  Jr.]  make  Copies  for  my  Daughters  Nancy  and  Kitty 
and  send  them  by  first  Opportunity. 

Your  Favor  by  Cap1.  Grinnal  I  never  received  and  by  your  not 
mentioning  many  of  my  Letters  I  imagine  they  must  also  have  mis- 

26I  have  not  found  any  of  the  letters  mentioned  in  this  letter. 

27Formerly  Brigadier-General  in  the  R.  I.  militia;  now  Commodore  Esek 
Hopkins  of  the  Continental  navy. 
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carried;  do  for  the  future  mention  the  Dates  of  such  as  you  receive 
from  Me. 

I  am  grieved  for  the  People  still  in  Newport;  I  am  sorry  such  un¬ 
worthy  Sentiments  prevail:  Is  it  not  astonishing  that  any  Man  living 
Can  be  content  to  depend  upon  the  Will  of  a  drunken,  worthless 
Savage28  for  the  Enjoyment  of  his  Life  and  Property.  I  hope  every 
possible  Measure  will  be  taken  to  prevent  those  selfish,  slavish  Senti¬ 
ments  which  govern  too  many  in  Newport  from  spreading  in  the 
Colony.  I  am  sensible  of  the  Justice  of  your  Observations  and  shall 
when  I  can  get  time  take  more  particular  Notice  of  them ;  at  present 
I  am  much  fatigued. 

As  the  Gentlemen  by  whom  I  write  will  give  you  all  the  News  you’l 
excuse  the  omission  on  that  Head:  in  my  next  you  may  expect  my 
Sentiments  fully  upon  the  present  State  of  public  Affairs.  I  long  for 
an  Opportunity;  in  the  mean  time  it  is  unnecessary  for  Me  to  say  that 
the  closest  Attention  and  every  possible  Support  in  my  Power  shall  be 
given  to  the  great  Cause  in  which  We  are  engaged. 

I  have  great  Hopes  that  We  shall  get  the  two  [Rhode  Island]  Bat¬ 
talions  into  continental  Pay  but  if  We  do  I  believe  they  must  be  new- 
modelled  :  I  wonder  more  Attention  was  not  paid  to  the  continental 
Establishment;  Battalions  consist  of  8  Companies  these  two  of  12 
which  multiplies  officers  and  consquently  Expences;  ours  contain  728 
Men  your  750, 1  wish  I  knew  who  would  be  agreable  for  a  Brigadier 
General.29 

I  designed  to  have  done  myself  the  Pleasure  and  Honor  of  writing 
to  the  Governor  but  it  is  so  late  I  can  only  desire  You  to  make  my 
most  respectful  and  affectionate  Compliments  to  him,  to  acknowledge 
my  Obligations  for  his  generous  Sympathy  with  Me  on  Acc.1  of  my 
Son  and  to  assure  him  that  I  shall  Pay  the  utmost  Attention  to  every 
Part  of  his  two  last  Letters  and  hope  to  give  him  an  agreable  Acc.1 
of  our  Success. 

I  designed  to  have  wrote  to  Mess.rs  Browns  and  shall  do  it  soon; 
at  present  be  kind  enough  to  let  them  know  that  I  lost  not  a  Moment 
in  getting  their  Contract  finished  and  doubt  not  but  they  will  execute 
it  in  such  a  Manner  as  will  do  honor  to  the  Colony  and  their  house. 

^Presumably  Captain  James  Wallace  of  H.M.S.  frigate  Rose. 

29Ward  evidently  had  not  yet  heard  of  the  appointment  of  William  West  of 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  as  Hopkins’  successor  as  brigadier.  R.  I.  Records  VII,  440,  456. 
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Remember  Me  to  all  who  love  our  Country  and  happen  to  en¬ 
quire  after 

Your  very  affec.e  Bro.r 

Sam  Ward 

P.S.  D.r  Franklin  upon  my  mentioning  to  him  a  Letter  from  the 
Gov.r  relative  to  making  Powder  gave  Me  a  Receipt  from  some 
Author  which  I  enclose:  the  resolve  of  Congress30  you’l  deliver  the 
Gov.r  also. 


*  *  * 

Ward  to  his  daughter  Catharine  Greene. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelp.a  10.th  FebJ  1776 

My  dearest 

I  desired  M.r  Greene  to  let  You  know  that  I  had  the  Pleasure  of 
your  Letter  9.th  last  Month.  You  begin  by  observing  that  my  Letter 
was  a  Pleasure  and  a  Disappointment,  a  true  Picture  this  of  Life  in 
general.  The  divine  Wisdom  has  thought  best  (and  I  believe  it  is 
absolutely  necessary)  at  the  same  time  that  We  are  surrounded  with 
innumerable  Mercies  and  Comforts  to  vary  the  Scene  with  Dis¬ 
appointment],  Pain,  Sickness  and  other  things  which  We  call  Trou¬ 
ble.  We  are  full  fond  of  this  World  and  too  negligent  of  the  next  as 
things  now  stand;  if  there  were  no  Troubles,  Sickness  or  Distress, 
but  one  continued  State  of  Health,  Ease  and  Pleasure  I  believe  they 
would  be  fatal  to  human  Nature.  Let  us  then  adore  that  all  gracious 
Being  whose  Goodness  preserves,  and  whose  Mercies  surround  Us 
and  make  life  comfortable  and  who  at  the  same  time  by  the  Shortness 
and  Uncertainty  of  Life  and  the  various  Disappointments  attending 
it  clearly  shews  Us  the  Insufficiency  of  temporal  Enjoyments  and 
kindly  leads  Us  to  look  for  compleat  Happiness  [in]  that  World  alone 
which  is  to  come ;  May  W e  all  be  prepared  for  it. 

I  do  not  wonder  that  You  [are]  concerned  at  my  constant  Applica¬ 
tion  to  Business.  I  am  amazed  that  I  am  so  well;  may  this  Instance 
of  divine  Goodness  increase  my  Love  and  Gratitude  and  induce  Me 
to  live  more  to  his  Glory. 

Your  dear  Bro.r  Sammy,  I  am  much  pleased  that  you  could  in 
that  beautiful  Sentiment  of  Popes  so  chearfully  commit  him  to  his 

3°Probably  the  resolution  of  January  30,  1776,  recommending  “to  the  several 
Assemblies  in  New  England,  to  assist  the  general  [Washington]  in  procuring  arms;” 
and  giving  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  to  those  already  helping.  Journals  IV,  103. 
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Maker.  May  you  ever  continue  to  have  such  a  lively  Sense  of  the 
divine  Wisdom  and  Goodness  as  chearfully  to  resign  yourself  and 
every  thing  dear  to  You  to  his  all  wise  Direction  and  Government. 

I  am  very  glad  your  Bro.r  Charles  has  got  a  Commission,31  I  hope 
with  You  that  he  may  do  his  Duty.  Do  write  to  him  as  often  as  you 
can  well  and  encourage  him  in  the  Paths  of  Religion  and  Virtue. 
I  design  to  write  to  him  soon. 

The  Acc.*  which  you  give  Me  of  [Polly,  Ray]  and  other  Relations 
is  very  acceptable  and  [I  most]  devoutly  thank  God  that  you  are  so 
[happy  in]  that  nearest  of  all  Connections.  May  you  [both  have] 
Wisdom  to  behave  in  such  a  Manner  as  [that  esteem],  Regard  and 
mutual  affection  may  continue  [and]  increase  to  your  latest  Breath 
and  ever  ac [knowledge]  that  Goodness  which  hath  made  You  th[us]. 

I  wrote  M.r  Greene  in  great  Haste  when  I  enclosed  him  the  Con¬ 
tracts  to  sign ;  when  he  returns  them  to  Me  I  wish  he  would  enclose 
a  copy  of  my  Letter  to  him  that  I  may  see  whether  every  thing  I 
wrote  was  as  I  would  wish. 

We  are  very  happy  in  the  Arrival  of  about  120  Tons  of  salt  petre 
and  20  Tons  of  Powder  and  1300  stand  of  Arms.32  We  shall  need 
them  and  much  more,  for  our  Enemies  will  do  their  utmost.  It  is 
necessary  therefore  to  make  all  possible  Preparation  to  receive  them 
properly.  I  hope  every  thing  will  done  to  put  your  Part  of  the  Colony 
into  a  proper  Posture  of  Defence :  The  Comp.y  I  hope  will  make  all 
proper  [rest  missing] 

*  *  * 

Ward  to  his  son  John. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelp.a  10.th  Feb.y  1776 

My  dear  Son 

The  old  Proverb  is  with  You  “better  late  than  never.”  I  have 
sometimes  been  displeased  that  you  have  not  obeyed  my  Commands 
and  wrote  to  Me;  I  will  however  forgive  you  but  dont  omit  for  the 
future  to  write  to  Me  once  a  Month  at  least  and  let  Me  know  all 
about  the  Business  of  the  Farm  and  Stock,  how  you  all  do,  how  you 

3iHe  was  commissioned  ensign  (second  lieutenant)  as  from  Massachusetts  in 
the  25th  Continental  Infantry,  January  1,  1776.  Heitman,  Historical  Register  .  .  . 
417. 

32A  brig  owned  by  Robert  Morris,  a  leading  merchant  of  Philadelphia  and  a 
member  of  Congress,  had  slipped  in  to  Philadelphia  on  February  2,  loaded  as 
described.  Force,  Archives  IV,  947,  1152. 
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employ  your  time  what  Progress  in  learning  you  make  and  what 
Books  you  read. 

Goods  you  observe  are  scarce;  We  must  learn  to  manufacture  every 
thing  necessary  and  to  do  with  out  every  thing  else ;  when  the  Enemy 
has  invaded  our  Lives,  Liberty  and  Property,  We  must  exert  every 
Nerve  to  defend  them ;  when  We  have  once  secured  them,  let  Us  turn 
our  Attention  to  the  Conveniences  of  Life :  but  without  Liberty  my 
dearest  there  is  no  safety  or  enjoyment  in  Life;  could  you  read  His¬ 
tory  and  see  the  dreadful  Miseries  of  the  unhappy  People  who  have 
lost  their  Liberty,  young  as  you  are  I  believe  you  would  consent  to 
give  up  Goods,  Business,  ease  and  every  pleasure  and  chearfully  suf¬ 
fer  all  the  Dangers  and  Hardships  of  W ar  and  even  risque  your  Life 
in  Defence  of  your  Country  rather  than  submit  to  that  horrid  State 
of  Oppression,  Slavery  and  Misery  which  [torn]  and  Britain  is  trying 
to  reduce  Us  to:  The  War  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Spaniards 
lasted  sixty  years;  should  this  War  last  one  quarter  so  long  you  would 
be  able  to  take  up  Arms  in  Defence  of  your  Country;  Cherish  there¬ 
fore  the  Love  of  Liberty  and  your  Country  which  next  to  the  Love  of 
God  I  have  endeavoured  to  plant  in  your  tender  heart  that  you  may 
be  qualified  the  Moment  your  Age  and  Strength  allow  it  bravely  to 
take  up  Arms  in  the  Defence  of  your  dear  Country  if  necessary. 

I  am  pleased  with  the  Acc.*  which  You  give  Me  of  the  military 
operations  in  the  Colony.  I  expect  We  shall  suffer  much.  I  hope  We 
shall  bear  it  as  becomes  Freemen  and  have  no  Doubt  but  Heaven 
will  crown  our  generous  Efforts  with  Success  and  that  We  shall  finally 
expel  the  Monsters  from  this  Continent  and  establish  the  Peace,  Wel¬ 
fare  and  Happiness  of  our  Country  upon  a  lasting  Foundation. 

Write  to  Me  soon,  tell  Ray  and  Dicky  that  I  command  them  to 
write  to  Me  by  first  Post :  you  must  all  take  the  best  Care  which  you 
can  of  the  Business,  spend  all  the  time  you  can  in  improving  your 
Minds,  be  sure  to  avoid  every  thing  mean,  base  or  wicked,  keep  no 
bad  Comp.y  and  as  little  that  is  low  as  possible.  May  God  preserve 
my  dear  Son  and  his  Bro.s  and  Sisters.  Your  affectionate  Father 

S.  Ward 

P.S.  Give  my  warmest  Love  to  your  dear  Sister  Betsy;  tell  her  I 
think  much  of  her  and  long  to  see  her;  do  all  you  can  to  make  her 
and  each  other  happy. 

superscription:  To  Mr.  John  Ward 


Westerly 
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Ward  to  a  daughter. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelp.a  11. th  Feb.y  1776 

My  dearest 

I  began  to  think  You  were  all  sick  as  I  had  received  no  Letters  from 
Home  in  several  Weeks  for  I  could  not  conceive  it  possible  for  any  of 
You  to  have  so  little  Regard  for  a  most  affec.6  Parent  as  to  neglect 
your  Duty  to  him;  your  Letter  of  29. th  Jan.y  accounts  for  the  Omis¬ 
sion  but  to  prevent  any  thing  of  the  Kind  for  the  future,  you  should 
write  a  Day  or  two  beforehand  leaving  only  to  add  any  thing  which 
might  occur  in  the  mean  time  and  affixing  the  Seal  on  post  Day. 

Religion  and  Virtue  are  most  essentially  necessary  to  Happiness 
here  and  hereafter  but  besides  these  there  are  other  Things  of  vast 
Importance  in  Life;  such  are  Neatness  in  ones  Person,  Delicacy  of 
Sentiment,  Oeconomy  in  Business,  Dress  and  even  in  our  Diversions; 
for  want  of  a  proper  Attention  to  these,  many  ’tho’  really  religious 
and  virtuous  are  frequently  disagreable  and  in  close  Connections 
often  very  unhappy.  You  will  therefore  never  be  displeased  with 
Sentiments  of  this  Kind  from  your  Father. 

That  dear  Child  Sammy,  his  Behaviour  does  him  vast  Honor.  He 
and  indeed  all  the  Prisoners  are  very  well  used ;  should  he  have  the 
small  Pox  I  hope  Providence  may  lead  him  well  through  it  and  con¬ 
tinue  him  a  Friend  to  his  Country  and  an  Honor  and  a  Blessing  to 
all  his  Connections. 

I  thank  God  that  Nancy  is  better;  why  does  not  the  dear  Girl  write 
to  Me;  I  design  however  to  write  to  her  the  first  Opportunity. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  your  Bro.rs  have  wholly  neglected  carting  Sea¬ 
weed  and  all  Kinds  of  Manures;  the  Farm  will  soon  be  ruined;  they 
might  go  round  by  Ichabods  for  Seaweed ;  they  might  cart  all  the  Eel 
Grass  and  such  Stuff  round  the  Pond  into  the  Cow  Yard;  they  might 
have  carted  Mud ;  tell  them  they  must  improve  the  rest  of  the  Season 
before  plowing  Time  this  Way  and  do  buy  all  the  good  Ashes  which 
you  can  at  half  a  pistareen  or  if  possible  at  12/0.  T.r  p.r  bush.33  to 
dung  the  Cornfields  with  next  Spring.  I  am  glad  you  sold  the  horse 
if  your  Pay  is  good ;  the  Cheese  I  imagine  in  a  little  while  would  have 
done  better  but  I  am  fully  satisfied  My  dearest  not  only  of  your  dili¬ 
gent  Attention  but  of  your  good  Judgment  and  Oeconomy:  As  to 


33 12  shilling  old  tenor  per  bushel. 
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Molosses  you  ought  to  sell  when  it  costs  the  usual  Price  at  the  usual 
Rate  but  when  it  costs  more  at  a  proportionately  higher  Rate,  the 
Intention  of  the  Association  being  not  that  People  should  when  their 
Goods  came  dearer  sell  them  for  no  Profit  but  [rest  of  letter  missing] . 

*  *  * 


Ward  to  a  sister,  probably  Hannah. 
Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Dear  Sister 


Philadelp.a  11. th  Feb.y 


1776 


When  I  consider  the  Alarms,  the  Horrors  and  Mischiefs  of  War 
I  cannot  help  thinking  what  those  Wretches  deserve  who  have  in¬ 
volved  this  innocent  Country  in  all  those  Miseries ;  at  the  same  time 
I  adore  the  divine  Wisdom  and  Goodness  which  often  overrules  and 
directs  those  Calamities  to  the  producing  the  greatest  Good :  This  I 
humbly  hope  will  be  our  Case;  Luxury  and  Vice  were  growing  amaz¬ 
ingly  amongst  Us  or  to  speak  in  the  emphatical  Language  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  “Fullness  of  Bread  and  Abundance  of  Idleness,”  these  enervated 
our  Minds  corrupted  our  Morals  and  would  soon  have  prepared  Us 
tamely  to  submit  to  that  Despotism  which  was  designed  for  Us;  to 
prevent  those  fatal  Evils  Heaven  has  suffered  a  civil  War  (in  its  most 
distressing  State  always  preferable  to  Slavery )  to  take  Place ;  this  will 
dry  up  the  Sources  of  Luxury,  call  forth  Oeconomy,  Industry,  Forti¬ 
tude  and  in  Short  all  the  Virtues;  these  will  enable  Us  by  the  Blessing 
of  God  to  triumph  over  our  Enemies  and  We  may  establish  the  Peace 
and  Happiness  of  our  native  Country  upon  the  broad,  never  failing 
Basis  of  Liberty  and  Virtue;  when  I  reflect  upon  this  Subject  and 
anticipate  the  glorious  Period,  The  Dangers  of  the  small  Pox,  the 
Inconveniences  in  my  private  affairs,  the  almost  unparalled  Suffer¬ 
ings  of  Sammy  and  all  that  my  dear  Children  and  Friends  do  or  can 
suffer  appear  to  Me  trifling  and  I  am  sure  your  Love  of  Liberty  and 
your  Fortitude  of  Mind  will  not  only  support  You  but  enable  You  to 
encourage  and  support  all  around  You  in  the  Hour  of  Danger.  My 
dear  little  Boys  and  Betsy  I  know  need  Me  much  but  my  Duty  forbids 
my  Return.  I  can  only  recommend  them  to  God,  to  you  and  my 
other  Sisters  and  their  older  Sisters.  Do  all  you  possibly  can  to  en¬ 
courage  them  in  the  Paths  of  Virtue,  Industry,  Frugality,  Neatness 
and  improving  their  Minds  as  far  as  their  Situation  admits. 

You  complain  of  Want  of  Arms  and  ammunition ;  the  last  We  shall 
be  able  to  supply  you  with  very  soon,  We  have  besides  a  Quantity  of 
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Powder  lately  arrived,  a  vast  Quantity  of  salt  Petre  sufficient  to  make 
150  Tons  of  Powder  and  great  Quantities  are  daily  expected.  We 
have  some  Arms  also  brought  in :  General  [Charles]  Lee  is  unhappily 
laid  up  with  the  Gout  at  N.  York  but  behaves  with  vast  Spirit  and 
Ability  notwithstanding;34  the  Convention  has  refused  to  supply  the 
Men  of  War  with  Provisions,  and  the  General  begins  to  fortify  on 
Monday  next  that  We  shall  soon  see  something  serious  probably: 
There  is  no  Doubt  but  Gov.r  Tryon  had  wrote  for  Troops  and  in  the 
mean  Time  the  Tories  to  the  Number  of  above  a  thousand  in  different 
Parts  of  the  Colony  had  taken  Arms;  happily  the  Measures  taken  by 
Congress  disarmed  these  last  and  the  Arrival  of  General  Lee  with  a 
good  Body  of  Connect  Militia  has  prevented  the  landing  of  any 
foreign  Troops. 

There  are  Letters  from  General  Arnold  of  14.th  last  Month  who 
still  maintains  his  Ground  before  Quebec  and  keeps  the  Enemy  shut 
up:35  some  of  our  Reinforcements  were  met  near  Montreal  by  the 
Express  and  such  Measures  are  now  taken  as  I  doubt  not  will  give  Us 
Possession  of  the  Place  before  any  Succours  can  arrive  from  Europe.36 
Give  my  very  affectionate  Regards  to  all  our  Sisters.  I  wish  they 
would  all  write  to  Me.  I  am  Dear  Sister 

Your  very  affectionate  Brother  Sam  Ward 

*  *  * 

Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelp.a  19.th  Feb/  1776 

Dear  Brother 

Yours  of  6.th  ins.1  is  now  before  Me.  The  Spirit  with  which  Troops 
have  been  raised  in  N.  England  for  the  Canadian  Service  does  fresh 
Honor  to  our  Country,  and  the  Measures  of  Congress  with  the  divine 
Blessing  must  answer  all  our  Expectations ;  your  Observations  upon 

34Soon  after  Lee’s  return  from  Newport  Washington  sent  him  (January  8)  to 
prepare  the  defences  of  New  York,  which  he  performed  with  energy  and  ability. 
Washington  IV,  221-23,  and  Lee  to  Washington,  February  5  and  12,  1776; 
N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll,  for  1871,  pp.  271-72  and  295-97. 

SSArnold  himself,  badly  wounded,  could  not  advance  with  his  detachment  in 
the  attack  on  Quebec,  and  thus  escaped  capture.  Until  Wooster  arrived  on  April  1 
Arnold  was  in  immediate  command  of  the  American  troops  outside  Quebec.  Isaac 
N.  Arnold,  Life  of  Benedict  Arnold  (1880),  84-8. 

36This  confidence  was  ill-founded.  On  May  5,  1776,  learning  of  the  approach  of 
reinforcements  from  Great  Britain,  the  Americans  decided  to  retreat  without  hav¬ 
ing  at  any  time  been  sufficiently  reinforced  to  risk  another  attack  on  Quebec. 
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the  immediate  Necessity  of  a  Confederation  are  clearly  conclusive. 
I  am  daily  in  Pursuit  of  it  and  never  intend  to  loose  sight  of  it ;  that 
unhappy  Jealousy  which  I  have  [more]  than  once  mentioned  I  be¬ 
lieve  retards  it.  D.r  Franklin  who  is  full  for  it  advises  the  four  N. 
England  Governments  to  enter  into  one  themselves  and  invite  the 
other  Colonies  to  accefde]  to  it  and  let  them  fall  in  as  they  may  like. 
I  sometimes  think  this  would  be  the  surest  Way  to  induce  the  other 
Col.s  to  join  Us;  many  important  Considerations  on  both  Sides  of 
the  Question  are  to  be  weighed  before  We  come  to  a  conclusion.  I 
should  be  very  glad  of  your  Opinion  and  that  of  such  of  our  Friends 
as  you  may  think  proper  to  consult  upon  the  Subject. 

Somehow  or  other  my  Letters  must  have  miscarryed ;  to  write  by 
every  Post  is  impossible  for  he  sometimes  comes  in  while  I  am  in  Con¬ 
gress  and  goes  out  in  two  Hours  but  I  have  constantly  embraced  every 
Opportunity  of  writing  in  my  Power  and  shall  continue  to  do  it. 

To  my  ardent  Affection  for  the  Town  of  Newport  not  only  You 
but  Heaven  itself  is  a  Witness;  there  is  nothing  consistent  with  the 
Preservation  of  the  Liberties  of  America  ( upon  which  theirs  as  well 
as  the  general  Happiness  depends)  but  what  I  would  do,  at  the  Haz¬ 
ard  of  my  Life  and  Property,  to  serve  them.  They  most  certainly 
mistake  their  own  Interest.37  When  the  Ship  founders  in  the  midst  of 
the  Ocean  can  Passengers  be  safe  in  any  part  of  her;  no  more  can 
the  Town  expect  when  one  general  Ruin  involves  the  Liberties  and 
Property  of  all  America  to  be  saved  from  the  general  Destruction. 

I  must  refer  you  to  my  Letter  to  the  Gov.r  for  News;  since  writing 
that  We  have  an  Acc.*  of  a  Sloop  arrived  in  N.  York  with  Powder. 

I  see  no  Advertisement  in  the  Providence  Paper  for  reprinting 
[Thomas  Paine’s]  common  Sense;  that  Pamphlet  ought  surely  to  be 
distributed  throughout  all  the  Colonies  if  it  was  even  at  the  public 
Expence:38  It  has  done  immense  Service;  I  am  told  by  good  Judges 
that  two  thirds  of  this  City  and  Colony  are  now  full  in  his  Sentiments; 

37This  doubtless  refers  to  the  practice  of  the  town  of  Newport,  ratified  by  vote 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly,  to  supply  Capt.  Wallace  weekly,  “with  two  thou¬ 
sand  pounds  weight  of  beef,  and  with  beer,  etc.”  in  return  for  his  leaving  the 
town  intact  and  permitting  wood  and  other  needed  supplies  to  be  brought  into  it. 
R.  I.  Records  VII,  460. 

38It  was  reprinted  at  least  twice  in  Rhode  Island  in  1776.  A  “Sixth”  and  a 
“Tenth”  edition  of  the  pamphlet,  printed  by  John  Carter  of  Providence  in  1776, 
are  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 
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in  the  Jersey’s,  Maryland  and  etc  they  gain  ground  daily;39  the  Gent” 
from  that  Colony  whom  in  a  former  Letter  I  mentioned  to  You  as 
having  made  a  glori[ous]  Speech  upon  seeing  the  Kings  Proclamation 
continues  firm  in  those  Sentiments;40  He  is  the  Person  going  with 
D.r  Franklin  to  Canada.41 

M.r  and  M.rs  Hopkins  are  very  well.  I  was  forced  to  write  sep¬ 
arately  to  the  Governor  or  miss  the  Post. 

I  designed  to  have  wrote  Mess.rs  Brown  this  Post  but  Time  will 
not  admit;  be  k[ind]  enough  to  let  them  know  that  M.r  Cooke  del.d 
their  Letter  to  Mess.r  Pliarne  and  Penet  to  Mr.  Hopkins  who  did  not 
deliver  it  to  Me  until  Mess.r  Cook  and  Russel  were  gone  out  of  Town ; 
they  have  answered  it  since  and  I  have  put  the  Letter  into  the  office. 
Make  my  affectionate  Compliments  to  all  our  Friends.  I  am 

Yours  most  affectionately 

M.r  Ward  Sam  Ward 


*  *  * 


Gov.  Cooke  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

Staples ,  “Rhode  Island  in  the  Continental  Congress  ”  59. 

Providence,  February  21,  1776 

Gentlemen 

The  resolve  of  Congress  for  procuring  gold  and  silver  coin  is  come 
to  hand.42  I  shall  lay  it  before  the  General  Assembly  next  week.  But 
in  the  meantime,  I  think  it  necessary  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Colony 
has  been  so  exhausted  of  hard  money  by  the  supplies  of  Colonel 
Arnold,  and  for  the  great  quantity  of  provisions  and  available  stores 
that  have  been  purchased,  that  Congress  can  have  no  dependence 
upon  receiving  any  from  this  Colony  .  .  .  Nicholas  Cooke. 

39Paine’s  pamphlet  advocating  a  declaration  of  independence  had  similar  in¬ 
fluence  in  Virginia.  Washington  wrote  Joseph  Reed  on  April  1,  1776:  “My 
countrymen  I  know  .  .  .  will  come  reluctantly  into  the  idea  of  independence,  but 
.  .  .  by  private  letters,  which  I  have  lately  received  from  Virginia,  I  find  ‘Common 
Sense’  is  working  a  powerful  change  there  in  the  minds  of  many  men.”  Washing¬ 
ton  IV,  455. 

40Samuel  Chase.  The  earlier  letter  referred  to  is  that  of  November  2,  1775, 
above. 

41Franklin,  Chase,  and  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton  were  chosen  by  Congress 
as  a  Committee  to  go  to  Canada,  in  company  with  Carroll’s  brother,  Father  John 
Carroll,  a  Catholic  priest,  to  assist  the  American  cause  there.  Resolve  of  February 
15,  1776;  Journals  IV,  152. 

42Resolve  of  January  20,  1776.  Journals  IV,  73.  Gold  and  silver  were  des¬ 
perately  needed  to  bolster  American  credit  in  Canada. 
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Ward  to  unidentified  correspondent. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

[no  date;  probably  about  March  1,  1776] 

My  worthy  Friend:  D.r  Franklin  desired  Me  to  give  the  Bearer  M.r 
Levy  a  Letter  of  Recommendation.  He  assures  Me  that  He  has  been 
long  acquainted  with  him  and  that  He  is  an  honest  Man.  Justice  is 
one  of  the  great  Supports  of  Society  and  is  due  to  all  Mankind;  I 
therefore  wish  it  to  M.r  Levy;  your  Civilaties  to  him  I  shall  consider 
as  a  Favor. 

Our  Friend  D.r  [Thomas]  Young  and  Family  are  very  well,  his 
Pen  is  frequently  employed  in  the  common  Cause. 

You’l  observe  by  a  late  Paper  that  all  Vessels  bound  to  G.  Britain 
Ireland  or  the  british  W.  Indies  were  ordered  to  be  stopd  until  further 
Orders  from  Congress;  these  Vessels  had  imported  Arms  and  Am¬ 
munition  agreable  to  the  Resolve  of  15.th  July  and  the  Importers 
supposed  that  they  had  a  Right  to  export  to  any  Part  of  the  World; 
this  was  not  the  Intention  of  Congress  originally  but  as  the  Vessels 
were  loaded  and  the  concerned  believed  that  they  had  the  Faith  of 
Congress  that  they  should  do  so,  it  was  resolved  that  they  might 
be  permitted  to  sail;43  I  think  they  will  be  seized  [by  the  British] 
especially  when  it  is  known  that  this  Permission  has  been  granted  only 
to  the  Importers  of  Arms  and  Ammunition. 

M.  Hopkins  and  Lady  are  very  well.  Present  my  most  affectionate 
and  Respectful  Compliments  to  the  Governor. 

Let  Me  know  how  the  building  the  Ships  go  on,  how  the  Colony  is 
supplied  with  Arms  and  Ammunition  and  every  thing  else  interesting. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  congratulations  on  my  Daughters 
Marriage.44  I  think  She  has  a  good  Prospect.  Make  my  Compliments 
to  all  our  Friends  I  am  Yours  most  affectionately  Sam  Ward 

P.S.  Our  worthy  Friend  John  Collins  sent  his  Regards  to  Me  by  a 
Gent.n  who  saw  him  lately  at  Camp  and  said  he  was  as  well  as  ever 
and  hoped  to  take  the  Command  of  a  Ship  in  the  Spring.  You’l  have 
the  opportunity  of  conversing  with  him  upon  it. 

43The  resolution  of  July  15,  1775,  authorized  importers  of  munitions  “to  load 
and  export  the  produce  of  these  colonies,  to  the  value  of  such  powder  and  stores 
aforesaid,  the  non-exportation  agreement  notwithstanding.”;  Journals  II,  185. 
On  February  26,  1776,  this  permission  was  restricted  to  shipments  to  the  foreign 
West  Indies.  This  restriction  was  revoked  a  week  later.  Journals  IV,  172,  182. 

44Anna  (Nancy)  to  Ethan  Clarke,  son  of  the  Reverend  Joshua  and  Hannah 
(Cottrell)  Clarke,  February  4,  1776. 
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Ward  to  Henry  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelp.3  4.th  March  1776 

Dear  Brother 

The  Post  went  out  so  soon  after  I  rec.d  yours  of  18.th  and  21.st  that 
it  was  not  in  my  Power  to  write  by  him. 

An  appendix  to  common  Sense  you  will  find  enclosed ;  I  wish  the 
Author  had  gone  more  largely  into  the  Subject  but  upon  the  whole 
I  think  it  has  been  in  the  middle  Colonies  of  immense  Service  and 
doubt  not  but  it  will  so  with  You;  Carter  can  print  the  Appendix 
separately  to  compleat  the  W ork.45 

The  abandoning  our  Islands  must  be  a  very  heavy  Loss,  but  great 
as  it  may  be  it  is  more  eligible  than  continuing  the  Possession  of  them 
at  the  Hazard  of  being  plundered  and  perhaps  murdered  or  com¬ 
pelled  to  furnish  our  Enemies  with  Provisions.  The  Case  of  Block- 
island  I  will  consult  some  of  my  Friends  in  Congress  upon  and  if  I 
think  I  can  obtain  a  Resolve  for  making  it  a  continental  affair  as  it 
certainly  ought  to  be  I  will  propose  it.46 

Your  Recommendation  of  Cap.4  Tompkins47  interests  Me  much 
in  his  Favor;  you  may  rely  upon  my  best  Endeavours  to  serve  him 
and  I  flatter  Myself  they  will  not  be  ineffectual. 

The  Arrival  of  the  Powder  you  mention  is  very  agreable.  We  have 
had  several  small  Quantities  here  amounting  to  about  twelve  Tons  in 
the  whole  and  the  salt  petre  mentioned  in  my  late  Letters  will  make 
150  Tons;  many  Importations  are  daily  expected  but  these  are  un¬ 
certain  and  as  We  shall  need  vast  Quantities  I  hope  every  Colony 
will  pursue  the  manufacturing  Salt  petre  with  all  possible  Attention ; 
there  is  a  late  Resolve  of  Congress  upon  the  Subject  which  you  will 
find  in  the  Paper  inclosed.48 

45J°hn  Carter  of  Providence,  publisher  of  the  Providence  Gazette.  The  Ap¬ 
pendix  is  included  in  the  sixth  edition  of  Paine’s  Common  Sense,  printed  by 
Carter  in  1776.  Copy  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Library. 

46To  forestall  seizure  by  the  British  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  ordered  all  live¬ 
stock  on  Block  Island  not  needed  for  the  sustenance  of  its  inhabitants  to  be  re¬ 
moved  and  paid  for.  R.  I.  Records  VII,  362,  372,  379,  455.  It  was  vainly  hoped 
Congress  would  bear  the  expence  of  this  measure. 

47Samuel  Tompkins  of  Prudence  Island.  R.  I.  Records  VII,  596.  Congress 
appointed  him  (June  6,  1776)  captain  of  one  of  the  two  frigates  ordered  to  be 
built  in  Rhode  Island.  Journals  V,  422. 

48The  three  ingredients  of  the  powder  used  in  the  Revolution  were  sulphur, 
charcoal,  and  saltpeter.  There  was,  of  course,  unlimited  charcoal  available  and 
apparently  plenty  of  sulphur;  but  saltpeter  was  lacking.  The  resolve  (February 
23)  appealing  to  all  colonial  assemblies  to  encourage  production  of  saltpeter  is  in 
Journals,  IV,  170-71. 
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There  are  Letters  in  Town  from  N.  York  which  mention  the  Prus¬ 
sian  Nobleman49  said  in  your  Letter  to  be  arrived;  it  is  reported  here 
that  he  is  an  officer  of  Distinction  and  an  intimate  Friend  of  Gen.1 
Lee’s  and  is  come  a  Volunteer. 

We  had  Letters  yesterday  from  the  Generals  Schuyler,  Wooster, 
and  Arnold;  the  latter’s  were  of  12.th  Feb.y,  about  4  or  500  of  the 
Enemy  had  sallied  out  to  take  Possession  of  some  Cannon  which  We 
had  near  the  City,  but  upon  our  People’s  advancing  briskly  to  attack 
them  they  retreated  very  precipitately,  the  principal  Part  of  the  Garri¬ 
son  is  Sailors;  they  are  obliged  to  mount  Guard  every  other  Night; 
some  desert;  they  are  at  short  Allowance  for  Provisions  and  are  in 
such  Want  of  Fuel  as  soon  to  be  obliged  to  burn  the  Houses  and  Ships; 
about  300  of  the  Reinforcements  lately  ordered  had  joined  General 
Arnold  and  about  the  same  Number  had  reached  Montreal  and  great 
Numbers  are  on  their  March  that  I  have  no  Doubt  but  We  shall  get 
the  Place  before  April.  The  brave  Detachment  under  Col°.  Greene 
who  are  Prisoners  seem  doomed  to  try  a  second  Time  the  Force  of 
Famine  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  they  will  be  relieved. 

You  have  long  since  expected  that  the  Enemy  would  exert  every 
Nerve  to  crush  Us  the  ensuing  Campaign;  the  Act  of  Parliament  for 
seizing  american  Ships  and  etc  and  compelling  the  Mariners  in  them 
to  enter  into  the  Kings  Service;  for  seizing  other  Vessels  coming  to 
or  returning  from  trading  with  Us,  giving  the  Crown  and  privy  Coun¬ 
cil  a  Power  to  give  to  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  any  new  Rules  or 
Orders  for  condemning  our  Property  and  many  other  tyrannical  Pur¬ 
poses  confirm  your  Opinion,50  some  of  their  Troops  may  be  expected 
very  soon :  The  Congress  is  taking  Measures  for  the  Defence  of  all 
Parts  of  the  Continent;  N.  Y.k  N.  J.y  Penn.a  low/  Counties  and 
Maryland  are  made  a  middle  Departm/  under  General  Schuyler; 
Virginia,  N°.  Carolina  S°.  Caro/  and  Georgia  the  southern  Depart¬ 
ment  under  Gen.1  Lee  who  will  soon  be  detached  there ;  six  Brigadiers 
are  appointed  for  these  Colonies,  Col.os  Armstrong  and  Thompson 
of  this  Colo.y  Col  Lewis  of  Virg/  Moore  of  N°.  Carolina51  L.d  Ster¬ 
ling  of  the  Jersies52  and  [Robert]  Howe  of  N°.  Carolina;  there  are 

49Frederick  William  de  Woedtke,  appointed  a  Continental  brigadier-general, 
March  16,  1776.  Journals,  IV,  209-10.  He  died  at  Lake  George  the  following  July 
(Force,  Archives,  5th  series,  I,  796)  after  valuable  service  in  connection  with  the 
retreat  of  the  Americans  from  Canada.  Sparks,  Correspondence  I,  214. 

5015  George  III  chapters  10,  18,  and  31  (1775). 

51John  Armstrong  and  William  Thompson  of  Pennsylvania,  Andrew  Lewis  and 
James  Moore. 
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above  thirty  Battalions  raising  or  raised  in  these  Departments  and 
more  can  be  raised  so  that  I  hope  the  Enemy  may  meet  a  proper 
Reception  in  any  Quarter. 

A  Com.ee  is  appointed  by  Congress  to  contract  for  the  making  of 
Arms;  this  is  a  Matter  of  immense  Importance.53  We  have  but  about 
1300  imported  here  in  all,  one  third  of  which  belonged  to  Maryland; 
the  other  two  were  furnished  to  the  Troops  destined  for  Canada;  I 
think  every  Colony  should  make  the  most  exact  Scrutiny  what  Smiths 
can  do  any  thing  towards  making  Guns  or  Locks  and  keep  them  con¬ 
stantly  employed  in  that  Business  solely;  this  Matter  deserves  the 
utmost  Attention  of  Government. 

This  moment  a  Vessel  is  arrived  from  Europe  with  twenty  five 
Tons  of  Powder,  ten  Tons  salt  petre  and  five  hundred  Stands  of 
Arms;  how  kindly  Providence  proportions  our  Supplies  to  our  W ants; 
let  us  be  thankfull  for  them  make  a  wise  and  brave  Use  of  them  and 
at  the  same  time  take  every  proper  Measure  for  procuring  further 
Supplies. 

Gen.1  Lee  is  fortifying  N.  York;  the  Captain  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships 
gave  out  they  would  fire  on  the  Town;  Gen.1  Lee  in  Return  gave  out 
that  if  they  did  he  would  chain  a  hundred  of  their  best  Friends  to¬ 
gether  and  the  first  House  they  sat  on  Fire  should  be  their  funeral 
Pile.54 

*  *  * 

Gov.  Cooke  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

Staples ,  “ Rhode  Island  in  the  Continental  Congress /’  59-60. 

Providence,  March  5,  1776. 

Gentlemen: — The  General  Assembly  have  appointed  a  large  com¬ 
mittee  to  procure  gold  and  silver  coin  for  the  service  of  the  army  in 
Canada,  and  directed  them  to  pay  the  sums  they  shall  receive  into 
the  General  Treasury  within  one  month.  There  are  several  gentlemen 
in  this  Colony  who  have  considerable  sums  due  to  them  in  Canada. 
It  is  proposed  to  take  drafts  from  them,  and  upon  the  money  being 
paid  in  Canada,  to  pay  the  drawers  here.  But,  as  the  payment  will  be 
very  uncertain,  I  do  not  think  any  dependence  should  be  placed  upon 

52William  Alexander,  unsuccessful  claimant  to  the  title  of  Earl  of  Sterling. 
New  Jersey  was  still  frequently  referred  to  as  the  Jersies,  although  East  and  West 
New  Jersey  had  been  consolidated  into  a  single,  royal  colony  since  1702. 

S3()n  February  23.  Journals  IV,  169. 

54Undated  letter  of  Lee  to  Captain  Hyde  Parker  (son  of  Rear-Admiral  Hyde 
Parker,  who  came  to  New  York  in  1778)  of  the  Phoenix.  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll. 
for  1871,  p.  341. 
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this  mode  of  supply.  I  shall  be  glad  of  your  sentiments  upon  the  mat¬ 
ter,  which,  if  you  write  by  the  next  post  after  this  comes  to  hand, 
will  be  received  here  timely. 

The  General  Assembly  have  appointed  three  of  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Shoreham,  a  committee,  to  determine  what  stock  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  remove  the 
remainder.  They  have  also  directed  all  the  arms  to  be  taken  from 
the  [Block]  island. 

Colonel  West,  who  hath  acted  as  commander  of  the  forces  upon 
Rhode  Island,  resigned  his  commission,  and  the  command  hath  de¬ 
volved  upon  Colonel  Babcock.  The  office  of  brigadier  general  is 
still  vacant.55 

We  meet  with  great  difficulty  in  procuring  arms  for  the  brigade. 
Numbers  of  the  men  are  waiting  only  for  that  article  to  proceed  to 
Rhode  Island.  Besides  which,  there  is  a  great  deficiency  in  the  militia. 
Near  one-half  of  them  are  destitute,  and  which  I  very  much  fear, 
cannot  be  made  up.  Please  to  let  me  know  whether  fifteen  hundred 
can  be  procured  in  Philadelphia,  and  at  what  price,  or  whether  they 
will  be  supplied  by  Congress.  We  have  but  very  little  more  than  ten 
tons  of  powder  in  the  Colony.  The  Assembly  have  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  purchase  arms  and  ammunition  in  case  any  shall  arrive.56 

Last  Saturday  night,  General  Washington  began  to  bombard  Bos¬ 
ton  from  Lechmere’s  Point.  We  threw  about  a  bomb  an  hour,  and 
the  enemy  returned  four  or  five  for  one.  The  greatest  preparations 
are  made  for  taking  possession  of  Dorchester  Point,57  which  we  imag¬ 
ine  must  bring  on  a  brisk  action.  But  I  suppose  you  have  more  par¬ 
ticular  accounts  directly  from  Cambridge  than  it  is  in  our  power  to 
give  you. 

The  General  Assembly  stands  adjourned  to  the  last  Monday  in 
this  month,  at  East  Greenwich. 

This  letter  was  designed  to  have  been  sent  by  the  post;  but  his 
going  yesterday  out  of  his  course  hath  prevented  my  writing  by  him. 

I  am  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 

To  the  Hon.  S.  Hopkins  and  S.  Ward,  Esq. 

55 William  West,  after  a  few  weeks’  service,  had  recently  resigned  as  brigadier. 
R.  I.  Records,  VII,  456.  As  to  Babcock,  see  note  61,  p.  201. 

56Governor  Cooke,  John  Jenckes,  and  Joshua  Babcock;  R.  I.  Records  VII,  468. 

57The  occupation  of  the  Point,  armed  with  cannon  sledged  from  Ticonderoga, 
forced  General  Howe  to  evacuate  Boston  on  March  17. 
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Ward  to  Samuel,  Jr. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelp.a  11. th  March  1776 

My  dear  Son 

I  wrote  You  by  an  Express  soon  after  the  action  at  Quebec  and 
enclosed  my  Letter  to  Gen.1  Wooster  desiring  him  to  forw.d  it  and 
again  by  L.*  Col°  Antle  [Antill]  by  whom  I  sent  you  six  half  Joes58  with 
Orders  to  draw  upon  Me  for  any  Sum  which  should  be  necessary  for 
your  comfortable  and  decent  Subsistence.  I  enclosed  you  a  Letter  of 
recommendation  and  credit  from  a  Canadian  Gentleman,  a  Prisoner 
here,  to  his  Bro.r  in  Canada,  a  Gent1,  of  fortune  who  I  doubted  not 
would  have  honored  his  Bro.r  Recommendation  if  in  his  Power.  I 
hope  You  have  rec.d  all  these;  should  it  be  so  a  Repetition  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  Sentiments  will  not  be  disagreable  to  wit  That  the  great  object  of 
Creation  was  human  Happiness,  The  Path  and  the  only  Path  which 
leads  to  it  Virtue;  all  History  as  well  as  Reason  confirms  this  Truth. 
I  will  mention  only  one  Instance  out  of  many  (your  favourite  Study) 
the  roman  History;  while  temporate,  frugal,  just  and  virtuous  what 
Wonders  did  they  perform  with  what  amazing  Velocity  They  rose  to 
Glory  and  Empire.  It  is  true  that  after  this  happy  Period  their  Exer¬ 
tions  were  vast  and  their  Empire  immensely  extended  but  these  Efforts 
were  like  the  violent  throws  of  a  Person  in  a  convulsion  and  Fits  than 
the  steady  yet  vigorous  exertions  of  a  Man  of  a  good  constitution  in 
high  health,  and  the  Empire  like  the  unhappy  sick  Men  after  being 
torn  to  Pieces  by  violent  Convulsions  sunk  under  them  and  is  no 
more;  your  own  Reading  will  furnish  innumerable  Instances  of  th  [is] 
Kind  and  young  as  you  are  you  must  often  have  observed  the  fatal 
Effects  of  Vice.  Shun  therefore  my  dear  Son,  as  inevitable  Ruin, 
Luxury  and  Vice  of  every  Kind  and  endeavour  to  impress  deeply 
upon  your  Heart  the  Love  of  God,  of  Mankind  and  of  Country,  in 
one  Word  every  moral,  social  and  relative  Virtue;  next  to  these  en¬ 
deavour  to  acquire  every  useful  and  amiable  Accomplishment ;  if  you 
spend  your  Time  in  this  truly  glorious  Employ,  It  may  be  very  happy 
for  you  that  you  was  taken  a  Prisoner.  May  the  eternal  Fountain  of 
Wisdom  lead  you  in  the  Way  in  which  you  should  go. 

58Jo,  Johannes,  or  Joannes  was  a  Portuguese  gold  coin  worth  6400  reis  or  about 
36  shillings  sterling.  The  half  jo,  similar  to  the  late  U.S.  $5.00  gold  piece,  was 
in  common  circulation  in  the  colonies  in  the  colonial  period. 
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Your  Friends  in  general  are  well;  your  Sister  Nancy  was  married 
lately  to  your  Friend  Cap1.  Clarke.  She  is  very  well;  your  Sister 
Greene  is  so  and  indeed  all  our  Family. 

D.r  Franklin59  does  me  the  Favor  to  take  Charge  of  this  Letter  and 
very  politely  tells  Me  He  will  with  Pleasure  serve  You;  present  my 
very  affec.e  Regards  to  your  Kinsman  Col°.  Greene  and  all  your  fell. 
Pris.  [fellow  prisoners].  Write  to  Me  by  every  Opportunity.  My 
dearest  Son,  May  the  Lord  be  with  You  and  prosper  You.  I  am 

Your  very  affec.e  Father  Sam  Ward 
Part  of  a  rough  Draught  to  Sammy  1  l.th  March  1776 

*  *  * 

Gov.  Cooke  to  Hopkins  and  Ward. 

Original  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Mss.,  XVI,  137 . 

Providence  March  12th  1776 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  informed  by  a  Letter  from  General  Washington  of  the  9th 
instant  that  he  had  taken  Possession  of  Dorchester  Hill  &  so  well  se¬ 
cured  it  that  it  is  out  of  the  Power  of  the  Enemy  to  dispossess  us.  He 
adds  that  it  now  seems  pretty  certain  that  they  can  no  longer  hold  the 
Town,  and  incloses  me  a  Copy  of  a  Message  from  the  [Boston]  select 
Men  a  Copy  of  which  I  transmit  you.60  Capt.  [John]  Manly  hath 
taken  another  Transport  Ship  laden  with  Coals,  Porter  &c  She 
brings  no  News  later  than  the  2d  December.  An  armed  Transport 
is  also  stranded  on  the  back  of  Cape  Cod.  The  most  of  her  Cargo 
consisting  principally  of  a  few  military  Stores  hath  been  secured  by 
the  Inhabitants;  the  Mastor,  Two  Midshipmen  and  a  Number  of 
Seamen  are  made  Prisoners.  She  was  bound  from  Boston  to  New- 
York.  Last  Saturday  Night  a  Detachment  went  upon  Dorchester 
Point  but  the  Enemy  beginning  a  very  heavy  Cannonade  it  was 
thought  best  to  retreat,  in  doing  wch  we  lost  4  Men.  The  next  Day 
we  picked  up  above  700  Cannon  Ball.  By  pretty  good  Information 
I  have  Reason  to  believe  the  Point  was  again  attempted  last  Night. 

59Franklin  was  on  his  way  to  Canada  as  a  member  of  a  commission  to  seek  the 
support  of  the  French  Canadians.  Carl  Van  Doren,  Benjamin  Franklin  (1938), 
544-47. 

60Up  to  this  point  Cooke’s  letter  is  practically  a  synopsis  of  Washington’s  letter 
of  March  9  to  him.  Washington  IV,  385-86.  For  the  selectmen’s  letter  and  other 
details:  Frothingham,  Siege  of  Boston,  303-05. 
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Last  Friday  the  Swan,  Capt.  Ayscough  struck  upon  the  flat  Rock 
near  the  Blue-Rocks  where  she  lay  4  or  5  Hours.  Col.  [Henry]  Bab¬ 
cock  got  down  Two  18  Pounders  with  which  she  might  have  been 
easily  destroyed;  but,  happening  to  have  sent  Two  Officers  with  a 
Flag  on  board  Capt.  Wallace  who  lay  at  Hope  Island,  did  not  think 
proper  to  make  Use  of  the  Opportunity.  There  being  great  Uneasi¬ 
ness  among  the  Officers  at  Rhode  Island  I  have  called  the  Council 
together  to  take  the  State  of  the  Brigade  and  Col.  Babcocks  Conduct 
into  consideration.61 

I  must  strongly  recommend  it  to  you  Gentlemen  to  use  your  utmost 
Influence  to  have  the  Brigade  immediately  put  upon  the  Continental 
Establishment  not  only  upon  the  Principle  of  its  being  right  that  the 
Defence  of  the  Colony  should  be  a  publick  Charge,  but  as  a  Measure 
essentially  necessary  for  the  internal  Peace  and  Security  of  the  Colony. 

Since  my  last  Mr  Paul  Allen62  hath  arrived  from  Curacoa  and 
brought  with  him  between  30  and  40  C*  Weight  of  Powder  150  Mus¬ 
kets,  some  Pistols  &  Cutlasses.  12000  Flints,  some  Twine  and  a 
Quantity  of  Duck  &  Ozenbrigs. 

In  a  violent  Gale  of  Wind  last  Week  several  of  the  Tenders  were 
cast  ashore  upon  Hope  Island,63  and  lost  their  Masts.  Two  of  them 
have  been  scuttled  and  sunk,  and  it  is  said  they  will  be  obliged  to  sink 
Two  more  for  Want  of  Masts. 

I  am  Gentlemen  with  great  Esteem  &  Regard 

Your  most  obed*  and 
most  hble  Serv* 

Nichs  Cooke 

Hon’ble  S.  Hopkins  &  S.  Ward  Esqrs 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Thomas  Young  to  Henry  Ward. 

Copy  in  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 

Philadelphia  27.th  [26]  March  1776 

It  is  with  the  most  heartfelt  grief,  with  the  deepest  affliction  and 
pungent  regret  that  I  inform  you  the  patriotic  Samuel  Ward  Esq.r 
left  his  anxious,  his  numerous  friends  in  this  City  to  bewail  their  loss 

61For  details  of  the  life  of  Babcock,  Yale,  1752,  and  the  later  incident  leading 
to  his  dismissal,  Dexter,  Yale  Biographies,  II,  279-80. 

62Providence  merchant,  son-in-law  of  Governor  Cooke. 

63In  Narragansett  Bay  north  of  Conanicut. 
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of  one  the  most  able,  consistent  and  determined  defenders  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Liberty  in  his  person,  who  departed  life  at  2°  A.M.  this  morning 
of  that  tremendous  disease  the  small  pox,  taken  the  natural  way.64 
M.r  Ward  took  it  under  great  disadvantage  and  was  most  cruelly 
seized  at  the  first  onset.  He  had  made  a  little  entertainment  and  in¬ 
vited  some  friends  with  whom  he  spent  the  afternoon  and  evening 
as  convivially  as  was  common  for  him.65  At  this  very  juncture  the 
variolous  virus  was  beginning  its  operations  in  his  System  and  when 
he  sent  for  me  next  morning  he  related  the  circumstances,  alledging 
he  was  uncertain,  whether  to  ascribe  his  then  complaints  to  what  had 
happened  the  preceeding  evening  or  the  small  pox  which  he  might 
probably  have  caught  in  the  City.  I  returned,  probably  to  both.  He 
then  desired  me  to  prescribe  what  I  judged  best  for  him  which  I  did, 
first  premising  a  mild  emetic  in  the  morning  and  a  pill  that  cleared 
the  belly  the  ensuing  evening.  The  Medicines  operated  kindly,  and 
the  eruptive  fever  was  as  mild  as  possible :  notwithstanding,  the  pro¬ 
digious  quantity  of  the  variolous  matter  and  its  acrimony  was  so 
great  that  the  small  pox  came  out  by  thousands  in  his  face  which  soon 
became  one  entire  blister  and  in  two  or  three  days  after  the  body  and 
limbs  were  beset  with  such  numbers  of  them  that  the  load  bore  down 
his  strength  before  it  in  spite  of  every  measure  taken  for  his  assistance. 
When  it  was  evident  he  would  be  very  bad,  Doct.r  Bond  was  called  in 
to  advise  with  me  and  Kuhn,  Shippen  and  Rush  consulted  who  were 
unanimous  in  opinion  his  recovery  was  not  to  be  expected.  One  cir¬ 
cumstance  I  cannot  omit,  there  never  was  a  sick  person  more  assid¬ 
uously  attended  in  any  part  of  the  World  than  M.r  Ward  was  in 
Philadelphia.  Besides  the  tender  and  affectionate  M.rs  [Mary]  House 
with  whom  he  lodged66  he  had  constant  attendance  every  night  by 
some  or  other  of  the  most  respectable  persons  in  town  and  last  48 

^John  Adams  wrote  his  wife,  March  29,  1776:  “We  have  this  week  lost  a  very 
valuable  friend  of  the  colonies  in  Governor  Ward,  of  Rhode  Island,  by  the  small 
pox  in  the  natural  way.  He  never  would  hearken  to  his  friends,  who  have  been 
constantly  advising  him  to  be  inoculated,  ever  since  the  first  Congress  began.  .  .  . 
He  was  an  amiable  and  a  sensible  man,  a  stedfast  friend  to  his  country  upon  very 
pure  principles.”  Adams,  Familiar  Letters  of  John  Adams  and  His  Wife ,  147-48. 

65The  last  record  of  Ward’s  appearance  in  Congress  is  on  March  13,  1776,  when 
he  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Journals  IV,  200. 

66Silas  Deane  of  Connecticut  wrote  his  wife  from  Philadelphia  on  December  15, 
1775  “Governor  Ward  has,  in  a  formal  manner  laid  siege  to  Mrs.  House,  and 
I  am  apt  to  think  the  fortress  will  surrender  on  the  first  serious  summons”  and,  a 
month  later,  he  said  a  friend  must  tell  her  “how  Governor  Ward  and  Mrs.  House 
cheese  it  together.”  New  York  Historical  Society  Collections  for  1886,  pp.  95 
and  97. 
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hours  your  humble  serv.*  staid  three  fourths  or  more  of  the  time  with 
him  by  night  and  by  day.  Thus  tho  our  particular  grief  in  parting 
with  the  great,  the  good,  the  amiable  friend  is  not  easily  expressed, 
yet  we  have  that  consolation  that  nothing  was  wanting  to  render  his 
condition  as  comfortable  as  human  aid  could  make  it. 

I  went  early  this  morning  to  M.r  Hopkins  to  inform  him  of  the 
sorrowful  event  and  engage  him  to  give  directions  for  the  funeral 
which  he  readily  undertook.  Mess: rs  Redwood  and  Webster67  are  to 
provide,  and  the  Congress  settles  the  ceremony.  The  bulk  of  the 
Citizens  have  been  so  well  apprized  of  the  singular  worth  of  Governor 
Ward,  that  you  may  depend  upon  it  he  will  have  a  solemn  funeral! 

So  full,  so  firm,  so  capable,  so  industrious  was  M.r  Ward,  that  his 
loss  will  be  severely  felt  in  the  Congress.  One,  at  least,  of  the  mighty 
advocates  for  American  Independency  is  fallen  in  M.r  Ward,  to  the 
great  grief  of  the  protopatriot  [Samuel]  Adams.68  Be  it  your  most 
strenuous  endeavor  to  supply  his  place  with  as  congenial  a  spirit  as 
you  can  find  in  the  Colony.69 

By  the  enclosure  you  will  see  how  we  gradually  advance  towards 
that  state  every  wise  man  knows  to  be  indispensible  to  the  retention 
of  our  liberties. 

We  have  two  pretty  little  things  fitting  out  here  for  Privateers, 
about  as  large  as  your  Providence  Packets,  and  expect  much  from 
their  capacity  to  run  or  fight  as  circumstances  require. 

28.  6.P.M.  I  am  just  returned  from  attending  the  beloved  re¬ 

mains  of  your  much  honored  brother  to  the  house  appointed  for  all 
living.  The  solemnity  was,  as  I  expected,  attended  by  a  great  con¬ 
course  of  the  principal  Citizens.  M.r  Stillman70  preached  his  funeral 
sermon  in  Arch  street  Meeting  house  to  a  very  large  and  respectable 
audience  and  gave  great  satisfaction.  He  was  then  interred  in  the 
Baptists  burying  ground,  and  to  Mess.rs  Redwood  and  Webster  is 

67 William  Redwood  and  Peletiah  Webster,  later  a  distinguished  economist,  at 
this  time  a  merchant  of  Philadelphia. 

68Adams,  Hopkins,  and  Oliver  Wolcott  were  appointed  by  Congress  to  super¬ 
intend  the  funeral,  a  state  occasion,  in  the  Second  (Arch  Street)  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Philadelphia.  Journals  IV,  237. 

69William  Ellery  (Harvard  ’47)  of  Newport,  an  admirable  choice,  was  elected 
to  succeed  Ward  in  May  1776.  R.  I.  Records  VII,  538. 

70The  Reverend  Samuel  Stillman,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Boston, 
who  with  other  patriots  had  left  the  town  during  the  British  occupation.  He  was 
a  brother-in-law  of  the  Reverend  Jacob  Duche  of  Philadelphia,  the  two  having 
married  sisters  of  Francis  Hopkinson,  soon  to  be  a  member  of  Congress  from  New 
Jersey. 
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committed  the  care  of  his  concerns  here  till  orders  are  Rec.d  from 
Rhode  Island. 

I  could  write  my  sheet  over  all  its  sides  without  exhausting  the  in¬ 
formation  I  would  wish  to  give  you;  but  am  forced  away  by  com¬ 
mands  I  can  neither  deny  nor  defer  complying  with,  and,  am  with 
most  sincere  compliments  of  condolence  to  M.rs  Ward  [Ward’s  sister 
Hannah],  Miss  Betsy,  Master  Harry,  the  Dear  Orphans  of  the  worthy 
Deceased  and  their  connexions. 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  sincere  friend 

and  serv* 

Thos  Young 

Hon.ble  Henry  Ward  Esqr 
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POWER  OF  ADMINISTRATION 

Kings  County  to  wit 

By  Virtue  of  the  Power  by  Law  given  to  the 
Town  Councils  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
for  the  Probate  of  Wills  and  Granting  Letters 
of  Administration  within  the  several  Towns 
thereof — 

To  All  People  to  whom  these  presents  Shall  Come  Greeting  We 
the  Town  Council  of  Westerly  in  sd  Colony  by  Virtue  of  the  Power 
by  Law  Invested  in  Us  do  hereby  give  Grant  and  fully  Impower 
ETHAN  CLARKE  (Administrator  [with  the  will  annexed]  to  the 
Estate  of  Samuel  Ward  late  of  sd  Westerly  Esq  Deceas’d)  To  Admin¬ 
ister  on  all  and  Singular  the  Goods,  Chattels,  Rights  and  Credits  of 
the  sd  Samuel  Ward  Deceased71  And  to  Act  and  do  all  Things  Neces¬ 
sary  to  be  done  Respecting  the  Premises  PROVIDED  it  be  Corre¬ 
spondent  and  exactly  Agreeable  with  the  Law  in  such  Case  made  and 
Provided  In  Confirmation  of  the  Premises  by  Order  and  in  behalf  of 
sd  Council  I  Give  forth  this  Power  of  Administration  Under  my 
Hand  and  seal  at  Westerly  aforesd  this  30th  Day  of  April  Anno 
Domini  1776. 

Joseph  Crandal  Council  Clerk 

Recorded  April  the  30th  1776 

(Page  297)  Joseph  Crandal  Council  Clerk 

71The  inventory  of  the  estate  dated  May  3,  1776,  listing  among  other  assets 
2  negro  slaves,  147  sheep,  4  pair  of  oxen,  and  a  sizeable  library  is  in  volume  4  of 
the  Council  and  Probate  Records  of  the  Town  of  Westerly.  The  books  in  the 
library,  consisting  of  nearly  a  hundred  volumes  chiefly  in  the  fields  of  history, 
literature,  and  law,  are  listed  in  Gilbert  McClurg’s  pamphlet.  Battle  Hymn  of 
the  Wards  (Westerly,  1920),  5. 
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FOREWORD 


No  new  genealogy  of  the  Ward  family  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
has  appeared  since  1875,  when  John  Ward  (no.  90)  wrote  “Lieut.- 
Colonel  Samuel  Ward.”*  This  work  omitted  the  lines  of  Governor 
Richard  Ward’s  eldest  son  Thomas  and  youngest  son  Henry,  brothers 
of  Governor  Samuel  Ward.  Therefore  when  the  Rhode  Island  His¬ 
torical  Society  decided  to  publish  the  correspondence  of  Governor 
Samuel  Ward,  the  time  was  opportune  to  issue  an  expanded  and 
up-to-date  genealogy  in  conjunction  with  the  historically  impor¬ 
tant  letters. 

The  plan  of  the  present  genealogy  follows  that  of  The  Eddy  Family 
in  America  (Boston,  1930)  by  Ruth  Storey  Devereux  Eddy.  Male 
lines  have  been  carried  out  to  the  present  generation  whenever  infor¬ 
mation  has  been  obtainable ;  female  lines  have  been  carried  out  only 
one  generation,  and  children  of  these  lines  have  been  indicated  by 
Roman  numerals.  A  plus  sign  in  front  of  the  Arabic  numeral  of  a 
member  of  a  male  line  indicates  that  the  individual  has  been  carried 
out  on  a  later  page  of  the  book.  The  absence  of  the  plus  sign  indicates 
that  the  person  was  unmarried  or  that  no  information  about  him 
could  be  obtained. 

Mrs.  Anna  L.  Scott  has  been  of  assistance  in  obtaining  data  on 
the  Ward  family.  Mr.  Clarkson  A.  Collins,  3rd.,  has  been  helpful  in 
checking  the  manuscript  as  well  as  searching  for  names  and  dates. 
Miss  Julia  Palmer  Ward  (no.  118)  of  Providence,  Mrs.  Raymond 
A.  Merrill  (no.  142)  of  Douglaston,  N.  Y.,  and  Mr.  William  F. 
Ward  (no.  136)  of  New  York  City  have  given  valuable  information 
about  certain  branches  of  the  family.  Users  of  the  genealogy  can  be 
of  assistance  by  writing  me  of  errors  that  come  to  their  attention  or 
of  additional  information.  If  more  material  is  obtained,  it  can  be 

*This  was  written  for  The  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record, 
v.  6,  no.  3,  and  reprinted  in  the  same  year  with  a  preface  under  the  title,  A  Memoir 
of  Lieut. -Colonel  Samuel  Ward  .  .  .  with  a  Genealogy  of  the  Ward  Family.  (N.  Y., 
1875.)  The  genealogical  section  of  John  Ward’s  article  was  again  reprinted  in 
Governor  Samuel  Ward  of  Rhode  Island,  1725-1776  (Plainfield,  N.  J.,  1907). 
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published  in  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society’s  quarterly,  Rhode 
Island  History. 

Miss  Bertha  W.  Clark  recently  wrote  in  the  foreword  of  her 
manuscript  genealogy,  Descendants  of  Francis  Baker  of  Yarmouth, 
“I  seldom  visit  or  re-visit  a  town  hall  to  work  in  the  old  records  but 
that  I  learn  something  to  be  false  which  I  have  been  accepting  as 
true.  I  seldom  re-read  a  page  of  my  own  typing  but  that  I  discover 
on  it  some  mechanical  error.  And  so  I  know  that  in  spite  of  my  best 
trying  errors  will  be  found  in  the  pages  of  this  manuscript. . .”  Having 
set  out  with  a  stout  heart  to  correct  existing  errors  and  to  write  the 
perfect  genealogy,  I  humbly  acknowledge  the  truth  of  Miss  Clark’s 
statement. 

CLIFFORD  P.  MONAHON 

Librarian 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 
November  12,  1951 
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THOMAS  WARD,  SON  OF  JOHN,  AND 
SOME  OF  HIS  DESCENDANTS 

1  John  Ward,  b.  Gloucester,  England,  1619;  d.  Newport,  R.  I.,  April, 

1698;  m .  Austin  suggests  that  John  Ward’s  wife  may  have 

been  Phebe  Fenner,  sister  of  Arthur  and  William  Fenner,  mentioned  in 
the  latter’s  will  of  Oct.  3,  1680.  But  Donald  Lines  Jacobus  doubts  this. 
See:  American  Genealogist,  v.  15,  p.  84;  v.  26,  p.  229-30. 

Children : 

+2  Thomas  Ward,  b.  England,  1641. 

2  Thomas  Ward  (John)  b.  England,  1641;  d.  Newport,  Sept.  25, 

1689;  m.  (1)  Mary . ;  m.  (2)  Amy  Billings,  dau.  of  Samuel  and 

Seaborn  (Tew)  Billings,  b.  Oct.  20,  1658;  d.  Jan.  11,  1732.  After 
Thomas  Ward’s  death  she  m.  Mar.  16,  1692,  Arnold  Collins  of  Newport. 
One  finds  many  references  that  state  that  Amy  (Billings)  Ward  Collins 
was  Amy  Smith,  a  granddaughter  of  Roger  Williams.  There  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  to  prove  this  statement.  In  the  records  of  the  First  Sabbatarian 
Church  of  Newport  in  the  Newport  Historical  Society  is  to  be  found  this 
entry:  “Smith  Amy,  grand  daughter  of  Roger  Williams  and  widow  of 
Thomas  Ward,  married  Arnold  Collins  and  was  the  mother  of  Richard 
Ward  born  1689,  and  Henry  Collins  born  March  25,  1699”.  This  entry 
is  in  a  different  handwriting  from  the  others,  is  written  in  a  different  kind 
of  ink,  and  has  every  evidence  of  having  been  entered  at  a  later  date. 
Austin  proves  Amy  Ward  to  have  been  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Billings. 
See:  John  O.  Austin,  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island,  p.  406 
and  Rhode  Island  Land  Evidences,  v.  1,  1648-1696,  p.  84-85. 

Children  by  first  wife : 

+3  Margaret  Ward,  b.  1671. 

Children  by  second  wife : 

+4  Mary  Ward,  b.  Nov.  8,  1679. 

5  Thomas  Ward,  b.  May  20,  1683;  d.  Dec.  22,  1695. 

+6  Richard  Ward,  b.  Apr.  15,  1689. 

3  Margaret  Ward  (Thomas,  John)  b.  1671;  d.  Sept.  26,  1728;  m. 

Capt.  Robert  Wrightington. 

Children  (all  baptized  before  1709)  : 

i  Robert  Wrightington,  m.  Mar.  9,  1723,  Abigail  Tew,  dau.  of  Henry 

and  Sarah  (Paul)  Tew. 

ii  Thomas  Wrightington. 

iii  Margaret  Wrightington,  m.  Thomas  Bailey. 

iv  Ann  Wrightington. 
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4  Mary  Ward  (Thomas,  John)  b.  Nov.  8,  1679;  d.  June  1,  1754; 
m.  Feb.  7,  1700,  Sion  Arnold,  son  of  Benedict  and  Mary  (Turner) 
Arnold.  (Newport  Vital  Records;  Arnold  Memorial,  p.  71.) 

No  issue. 

6  Richard  Ward  (Thomas,  John)  b.  Apr.  15,  1689;  d.  Aug.  21,  1763; 
m.  Nov.  2,  1709,  Mary  Tillinghast,  dau.  of  John  and  Isabel  (Sayles) 
Tillinghast,  b.  Aug.,  1690;  d.  Oct.  19,  1767.  She  was  the  great  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Roger  Williams,  a  fact  that  may  have  given  rise  to  the  state¬ 
ment  that  Amy  Billings  was  Roger  Williams’s  granddaughter.  Her  des¬ 
cent  from  Roger  Williams  was  a .  Roger  Williams,  b.  Mary  Williams  m. 
John  Sayles.  c.  Isabel  Sayles  m.  John  Tillinghast.  d.  Mary  Tillinghast 
m.  Richard  Ward.  Richard  Ward  held  many  important  offices  in  the 
colony  and  was  governor  1741-42. 

Children  (all  b.  in  Newport)  : 

7  Amey  Ward,  b.  Sept.  4,  1710;  d.  Oct.  22,  1710. 

+  8  Thomas  Ward,  b.  Oct.  24,  171 1. 

+  9  Mary  Ward,  b.  Dec.  10,  1713. 

10  Elizabeth  Ward,  b.  Feb.  19,  1715;  d.  Aug.  27,  1717. 

+  11  Amey  Ward,  b.  July  21,  1717. 

+  12  Isabel  Ward,  b.  Sept.  19,  1719. 

13  Hannah  Ward,  b.  Sept.  24,  1721 ;  d.  Dec.  27,  1783;  unmarried. 

14  John  Ward,  b.  Aug.  4,  1723;  d.  Aug.  15,  1724. 

+  15  Samuel  Ward,  b.  May  27,  1 725. 

16  Mercy  Ward,  b.  June  8,  1727;  d.  Oct.  25,  1730. 

“~-+17  Margaret  Ward,  b.  Apr.  14,  1729. 

18  Richard  Ward,  b.  Jan.  22,  1730/1;  d.  Aug.  7,  1732. 

+  19  Henry  Ward,  b.  Dec.  27,  1732. 

+20  Elizabeth  Ward,  b.  June  6,  1735. 

/ 

8  Thomas  Ward  (Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Oct.  24,  1711;  d.  New¬ 
port,  Dec.  21,  1760;  m.  1736,  Content  Coggeshall,  dau.  of  Elisha 
Coggeshall.  Elisha  R.  Potter  in  the  Early  History  of  Narragansett  .  .  . 
(Providence,  1835)  says  on  p.  310  that  Thomas  married  Content 
Coggeshall.  John  Ward  in  .  .  .  Governor  Samuel  Ward,  1725-1776  .  .  . 
( Plainfield,  N.  J.,  1907)  p.  92  says  that  Thomas  married  Content,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Elisha  Coggeshall  of  Newport.  According  to  The  Coggeshalls  in 
America  on  p.  14  Elisha  “is  supposed  to  have  married  and  left  issue.” 
The  fact  that  Elisha  had  a  sister  named  Content  gives  some  credence  to 
the  statement  that  he  had  a  daughter  Content  who  married  Thomas 
Ward.  Mrs.  Peter  Bolehouse,  executive  secretary  of  the  Newport  Histor¬ 
ical  Society,  writes  that  “according  to  the  Friends  Records  Abraham 
Coggeshall  and  Elizabeth  had  a  daughter  Content  born  in  1713.  She 
would  have  been  the  right  age  to  have  been  married  in  1733,  and  the 
first  daughter  after  the  two  Marys  (named  after  Thomas  Ward’s 
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mother)  is  named  Elizabeth,  which  would  have  been  named  after  her 
mother.  This  Content  Coggeshall  was  the  sister  of  Martha  Coggeshall, 
who  married  Abraham  Redwood,  Jr.”  There  were  three  children,  who 
died  in  infancy:  Mary,  d.  Sept.  12,  1734,  aged  15  days;  Thomas;  and 
John,  in  addition  to  those  listed  below. 

Thomas  Ward  was  Secretary  of  State  from  Feb.,  1746,  to  Dec.,  1760. 
He  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  the  class  of  1733. 

Children : 

+21  Mary  Ward,  b.  1735. 

+22  Richard  Ward,  b.  May  7,  1737. 

23  Elizabeth  Ward,  b.  1742;  d.  Newport,  Nov.  9,  1819;  m.  Newport, 
Sept.  19,  1772,  James  Larkin  of  Hopkinton. 

9  Mary  Ward  (Richard,  Thomas,  John )  b.  Dec.  10,  1713;  d.  May  21, 
1781;  m.  Newport,  Feb.  8,  1741,  Ebenezer  Flagg,  son  of  John  and 
Abiah  (Kornic)  Flagg  of  Boston,  Mass.  See:  Genealogical  Notes  on  the 
Founding  of  New  England  ...  by  Ernest  Flagg,  p.  142. 

Children: 

i  Henry  Collins  Flagg,  b.  Aug.  21,  1742;  d.  Apr.  1,  1801. 

ii  Lydia  Flagg,  b.  Dec.  15,  1743;  d.  Nov.  19,  1744. 

tii  Elizabeth  Flagg,  b.  Aug.  4,  1745;  d.  Feb.  4,  1746. 

iv  Ebenezer  Flagg,  b.  Apr.  13,  1747 ;  d.  May  14,  1781. 

v  Mary  Flagg,  b.  Mar.  6,  1748;  d.  Aug.  28,  1749. 

vi  Margaret  Flagg,  b.  Aug.  6,  1750;  d.  Nov.  8,  1750. 

vii  Elizabeth  Flagg,  b.  Sept.  19,  1751 ;  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

viii  Richard  Ward  Flagg,  b.  Feb.  10,  1754;  d.  Mar.  8,  1772. 
ix  Arnold  Flagg,  b.  Sept.  14,  1756;  d.  Nov.  24,  1763. 

11  Amey  Ward  (Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  July  21,  1717;  d.  Jan 
17,  1792;  m.  Dec.  29,  1736,  Samuel  Vernon,  son  of  Samuel,  the  silver¬ 
smith,  and  Elizabeth  (Fleet)  Vernon.  See:  N ew  England  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Register,  v.  33,  p.  316. 

Children: 

i  Elizabeth  Vernon,  b.  Apr.  24,  1738;  d.  June  25,  1812. 

ii  William  Vernon,  b.  Aug.  3,  1739;  d.  Aug.  4,  1739. 

iii  Amey  Vernon,  b.  Sept.  12,  1741;  d.  Aug.  28,  1742. 

iv  Mary  Vernon,  b.  Feb.  17,  1742/3;  d.  Sept.  3,  1776. 

v  Samuel  Vernon,  b.  Feb.  17,  1744/5;  d.  Dec.  1,  1809. 

vi  Amey  Vernon,  b.  July  19,  1746;  d.  Aug.  18,  1746. 

vii  Amey  Vernon,  b.  Nov.  19,  1747 ;  d.  Feb.  14,  1792. 

viii  William  Vernon,  b.  July  21,  1749;  d.  Sept.,  1749. 

ix  William  Ward  Vernon,  d.  young  in  Jamaica,  W.  I. 

x  Ann  Vernon,  d.  July,  1826,  aged  75,  m.  Oct.  23,  1786,  Dr.  David 

Olyphant. 

12  Isabel  Ward  (Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Sept.  19,  1719;  d.  Feb. 
5,  1808;  m.  about  1746,  Huxford  Marchant,  son  of  John  and  Hepzibah 
(Huxford)  Marchant.  Her  marriage  date  is  thought  to  be  about  1746, 
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since  Sarah  (Butler)  Marchant,  the  first  wife  of  Huxford,  d.  Mar.  12, 
1745 ;  Huxford  himself  d.  July  8,  1747.  See:  Bank’s  History  of  Martha’s 
Vineyard,  v.  3,  p.  291-2. 

No  issue. 


15  Samuel  Ward  (Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  May  27,  1725;  d. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Mar.  26,  1776;  m.  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Dec.  20,  1745, 
Anna  Ray,  dau.  of  Simon  and  Deborah  (Greene)  Ray,  b.  Sept.  27,  1728; 
d.  Dec.  5,  1770.  He  was  elected  Deputy  to  the  General  Assembly  from 
Westerly  in  1756;  he  was  governor  of  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island  1762- 
1763,  1765-1767 ;  he  represented  Rhode  Island  with  Stephen  Hopkins  in 
the  First  Continental  Congress  in  Philadelphia  in  1774  and  at  the  Second 
Continental  Congress  in  1775-1776. 

Children : 

24  Charles  Ward,  b.  1747;  living  in  1777.  He  was  in  the  Revolutionary 

War. 

25  Hannah  Ward,  b.  Apr.  12,  1749;  d.  Sept.  8,  1774. 

+26  Anna  Ward,  b.  Aug.  24,  1750. 

+27  Catharine  Ward,  b.  Oct.  2,  1752. 

28  Mary  Ward,  b.  Dec.  3,  1 754;  d.  1832  ;  unmarried. 

+29  Samuel  Ward,  b.  Nov.  17,  1756. 

+30  Deborah  Ward,  b.  Oct.  12,  1758. 

+31  Simon  Ray  Ward,  b.  Oct.  4,  1760. 

+32  John  Ward,  b.  July  25,  1762. 

+33  Richard  Ward,  b.  Mar.  10,  1765. 

34  Elizabeth  Ward,  b.  Aug.  16,  1767;  d.  Dec.  20,  1783. 


17  Margaret  Ward  (Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Apr.  14,  1729; 
d.  June  27,  1765;  m.  Newport,  Jan.  1,  1765,  Col.  Samuel  Freebody, 
son  of  John  Freebody. 

No  issue. 


19  Henry  Ward  (Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Dec.  27,  1732;  d.  Nov. 
25,  1797;  m.  Dec.  3,  1754,  Esther  Freebody,  dau.  of  John  Freebody, 
d.  Nov.  1,  1798.  He  received  his  master’s  degree  from  Brown  in  1769. 
He  was  Secretary  of  State  from  Dec.,  1760,  to  Oct.,  1797. 

Children : 

+35  Elizabeth  Ward,  b.  Newport,  Dec.  11,  1759. 

36  Henry  Ward,  Jr.  No  record  of  the  birth,  death,  or  marriage  of  Henry 
Ward,  Jr.,  has  been  found.  In  the  Ward  Papers  are  copies  of  letters 
from  Henry  Ward,  Jr.,  addressed  to  his  father,  Henry  Ward,  Secretary 
of  State.  Further  evidence  of  his  existence  is  in  the  will  of  Hannah 
Ward  (no.  13),  a  sister  of  Gov.  Samuel  Ward:  “I  give  and  bequeath 
to  my  nephew  Henry  Ward,  Jr.  and  Elizabeth,  children  of  my  Said 
Brother  Henry  Ward,  One  Hundred  Dollars  upon  the  decease  of  their 


215 


Genealogy  of  the  Ward  Family 

said  father  to  be  raised  and  paid  in  manner  and  form  herein  after 
directed  to  be  .  .  The  will  was  made  in  1769  and  proved  in  1783 
and  is  in  the  Newport  Probate  Records  office.  Letters  written  in  1780 
and  1781,  telling  of  his  experiences  on  sloops  of  war  and  an  engage¬ 
ment  in  which  he  was  wounded,  prove  that  he  was  in  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War. 


20  Elizabeth  Ward  ( Richard ,  Thomas,  John)  b.  June  6,  1735; 
d.  Feb.  18,  1815;  m.  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  Jan.  9,  1780,  Rev.  William  Bliss, 
son  of  Josiah  and  his  wife,  the  former  Widow  Belcher. 

No  issue. 


21  Mary  Ward  (Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  1735;  d.  New¬ 
port,  Oct.  28,  1771 ;  m.  Newport,  June  3,  1765;  Capt.  Valentine  Wight- 
man,  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Clarke)  Wightman,  b.  North  Kings¬ 
town,  Mar.  23,  1733;  d.  Newport,  Jan.  9,  1821. 

Children : 

i  Elizabeth  Wightman,  b.  1766;  d.  Sept.  11,  1767. 


22  Richard  Ward  of  South  Kingstown  (Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas, 
John)  b.  Newport,  May  7,  1737;  d.  1807;  m.  Elizabeth  Nixon,  dau.  of 
James  Nixon  of  Newport.  Much  of  the  information  of  the  descendants 
of  Richard  Ward  has  been  supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  A.  Merrill  of  Douglas- 
ton,  N.  Y. 

Children : 

37  Richard  Ward. 

38  Elizabeth  Ward;  m.  Stedman. 

+39  Mary  Ward,  b.  1774;  d.  1853. 

40  Nancy  Ward;  m.  Paine. 

41  Sarah  Ward. 

+42  Henry  Ward,  b.  Aug.  31,  1787. 

43  Thomas  Ward,  b.  1789;  d.  1812. 

+44  Samuel  Ward,  b.  Feb.  28,  1791 . 

+45  Rebecca  Ward,  b.  July  28,  1793, 


26  Anna  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Westerly,  Aug. 
24,  1750;  d.  Dec.  18,  1798;  m.  Westerly,  Feb.  4,  1776,  Ethan  Clarke, 
son  of  Rev.  Joshua  and  Hannah  (Cottrell)  Clarke.  He  was  administra¬ 
tor  of  the  estate  of  Gov.  Samuel  Ward  (no.  15) ,  Mar.  28,  1778.  He  was 
b.  Hopkinton,  Mar.  7,  1745;  d.  East  Greenwich,  1833.  Much  of  the  in¬ 
formation  concerning  this  family  has  been  secured  from  George  Austin 
Morrison,  Jr’s.,  The  “ Clarke ”  Families  of  Rhode  Island,  p.  68.  No  other 
record  has  been  found  of  the  last  two  children,  no.  v  and  no.  vi. 
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Children : 

i  Samuel  Ward  Clarke,  b.  Westerly,  Oct.  17,  1778;  d.  Nov.  27,  1798, 
on  board  ship. 

ii  Anna  Maria  Clarke,  b.  Westerly,  Apr.  23,  1780;  d.  Sept.  13,  1781, 

Newport. 

iii  Ray  Clarke,  b.  Feb.  13,  1782;  d.  Oxford,  N.  Y.,  1847;  graduate  of 

Harvard,  1803. 

iv  Anna  Maria  Clarke,  b.  Newport,  Nov.  8,  1783;  d.  Greendale,  Middle- 

town,  R.  I.,  Jan.  17,  1886,  aged  102  years,  2  months,  9  days. 

v  Cornelia  Clarke,  b.  Mar.  13,  1786;  d.  Aug.  1,  1787. 

vi  Ethan  Clarke,  b.  1792;  d.  the  next  day. 


27  Catharine  Ward  ( Samuel ,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Westerly, 
Oct.  2,  1752 ;  d.  June  17,  1782;  m.  Westerly,  Dec.  23,  1773,  Christopher 
Greene,  son  of  Nathanael  and  Mary  (Mott)  Greene  and  brother  of 
General  Nathanael  Greene.  Christopher  married  for  his  second  wife, 
Deborah  Ward  (no.  30),  sister  of  Catharine. 

Children  (half  sisters  of  no.  30,  i-viii)  : 

i  Anna  Greene,  b.  Potowomut  (Warwick),  Apr.  1,  1776;  d.  North 

Kingstown,  Nov.  14,  1857;  m.  William  Peter  Maxwell,  Esq.,  of  South 
Carolina  and  North  Kingstown. 

ii  Catharine  Greene,  b.  Warwick,  Oct.  3,  1780;  d.  1840;  unmarried. 


29  Samuel  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Westerly, 
Nov.  17,  1756;  d.  New  York  City,  Aug.  16,  1832;  m.  Warwick,  Mar. 
8,  1778,  Phehe  Greene,  dau.  of  Gov.  William  and  Catharine  (Ray) 
Greene,  b.  Mar.  20,  1760;  d.  New  York  City,  Oct.  11,  1828.  See: 
A  Memoir  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Samuel  Ward  ...  by  John  Ward  (New 
York,  1875). 

Children: 

46  William  Greene  Ward,  b.  Apr.  1,  1779;  d.  Aug.  17,  1798. 

47  Samuel  Ward,  b.  Jan.  23,  1781;  d.  Nov.  13,  1785. 

48  Henry  Ward,  b.  Dec.  13,  1782;  d.  Sept.  3,  1783. 

+49  Henry  Ward,  b.  Mar.  18,  1784. 

+50  Samuel  Ward,  b.  May  1,  1786. 

51  Ann  Catharine  Ward,  b.  Aug.  15,  1788;  d.  Sept.  14,  1837;  un¬ 

married. 

52  Phebe  Ward,  b.  July  17,  1791;  d.  Apr.  22,  1825;  unmarried. 

+53  Richard  Ray  Ward,  b.  Nov.  17,  1795. 

54  John  Ward,  b.  New  York  City,  Oct.  26,  1797;  d.  Mar.  31,  1866;  un¬ 
married. 

+55  William  Greene  Ward,  b.  Aug.  7,  1802. 


30  Deborah  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Westerly, 
Oct.  12,  1758;  d.  May  26,  1835;  m.  May  12,  1783,  Christopher  Greene, 
son  of  Nathanael  and  Mary  (Mott)  Greene,  widower  of  her  sister 
Catharine  (no.  27). 
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Children  (half  brothers  and  sisters  of  no.  27,  i  and  ii)  : 

i  Christopher  Greene,  b.  Dec.  8,  1783;  d.  Oct.  19,  1815. 

ii  Celia  Greene,  b.  Jan.  10,  1786;  d.  Warwick,  Aug.  10,  1829;  m.  War¬ 

wick,  Jan.  12,  1804,  her  cousin,  Ray  Clarke  (no.  26,  iii),  son  of  Ethan 
and  Anna  (Ward)  Clarke. 

iii  Emily  Greene,  b.  Oct.  12,  1787;  d.  Aug.  22,  1814;  m.  June  29,  1806, 

her  cousin,  Franklin  Greene. 

iv  Nathanael  Greene,  b.  Oct.  9,  1789;  d.  Jan.  4,  1841;  m.  June  14, 

1814,  Abby  Sophia  Casey. 

v  Richard  Ward  Greene,  b.  Jan.  21,  1792;  d.  Mar.  14,  1875;  m.  Provi¬ 

dence,  Nov.  12,  1851,  Catharine  Celia  (Greene)  Larned. 

vi  Samuel  Ward  Greene,  b.  Jan.  28,  1794;  d.  Apr.  21,  1872;  unmarried. 

vii  John  Ward  Greene,  b.  Dec.  8,  1795;  d.  Cumberland  Island,  Ga., 

Aug.  5,  1822;  m.  at  Dungenness,  on  Cumberland  Island,  Ga.,  Mar¬ 
garet  Clarke,  dau.  of  Alexander  Clarke.  She  was  born  in  Scotland. 

viii  Elihu  Greene,  b.  Oct.  12,  1802;  d.  Dec.  15,  1878;  m.  Nov.  9,  1830, 

Matilda  Ray,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Hubbard)  Sumner. 

31  Simon  Ray  Ward  ( Samuel ,  Richard ,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Oct.  4, 
1760;  d.  May  26,  1835;  m.  Newport,  Nov.  8,  1783,  Sarah  Gardiner, 
dau.  of  Capt.  George  Gardiner. 

Children : 

56  Harriet  Elizabeth  Ward,  b.  Newport,  June  22,  1784;  d.  Providence, 

Mar.  17,  1857. 

57  Susan  Ward. 


32  John  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  July  25,  1762; 
d.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Sept.,  1823;  m.  Providence,  Dec.  25,  1792,  Eliza 
Bowen,  dau.  of  Dr.  Ephraim  and  Lydia  (Mawney)  Bowen,  b.  Mar.  7, 
1765;  d.  1823. 

No  issue. 


33  Richard  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard ,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Newport, 
Mar.  10,  1765;  d.  Providence,  Oct.  16,  1808;  m.  Providence,  Aug.  20, 
1789,  Eliza  Brown,  dau.  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Power)  Brown, 
b.  June  28,  1769;  d.  Mar.  1,  1845. 

No  issue. 

35  Elizabeth  Ward  (Henry,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Newport, 
Dec.  11,  1759;  d.  Providence,  Sept.  29,  1847;  m.  Providence,  Dec.  10, 
1780,  Pardon  Bowen,  son  of  Dr.  Ephraim  and  Lydia  (Mawney) 
Bowen,  b.  Mar.  26,  1757;  d.  Oct.  25,  1826. 

Children : 

i  Esther  W.  Bowen,  b.  Sept.  12,  1781 ;  d.  Oct.  12,  1782. 

ii  William  Ward  Bowen,  b.  Jan.  19,  1784;  d.  Sept.  24,  1839. 
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iii  Esther  Ward  Bowen,  b.  Feb.  26,  1786;  d.  Mar.  6,  1808;  m.  Dec.  13, 
1806,  Charles  Winston  Greene.  No  issue. 

iv  Frances  Bowen,  b.  Nov.  24,  1788;  d.  East  Greenwich,  Mar.  31,  1879; 
m.  Sept.  27,  1813,  Charles  Winston  Greene,  her  sister’s  widower. 

v  Ann  Eliza  Bowen,  b.  Jan.  9,  1792;  d.  Jan.  27,  1792. 

vi  Samuel  Bowen,  b.  Dec.  6,  1793;  d.  Sept.  15,  1795. 

vii  Ann  Eliza  Bowen,  b.  1796;  d.  East  Greenwich,  1889  in  her  94th  year; 

m.  Providence,  Dec.  2,  1817,  Franklin  Greene  of  Potowomut,  son  of 
Elihu  and  Jane  (Flagg)  Greene,  b.  Potowomut,  Sept.  3,  1780;  d.  Oct. 
2,  1864. 

viii  Henry  Ward  Bowen,  d.  Sept.  15,  1819  in  his  20th  year, 
ix  Edward  Bowen,  b.  May  14,  1803;  d.  Oct.  19,  1804. 

39  Mary  Ward  ( Richard ,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  1774; 
d.  1853;  m.  Dec.  5,  1799,  Benjamin  Peckham,  son  of  Josephus  and 
Mary  (Babcock)  Peckham,  b.  Mar.  2,  1777. 

Children : 

i  Richard  Peckham. 

ii  Mary  Peckham,  living  in  1895  at  Liberty  Hill,  Conn. 

iii  Carder  Peckham,  b.  South  Kingstown,  Jan.  22,  1801. 

iv  Henry  Ward  Peckham,  b.  South  Kingstown,  July  22,  1804. 

v  Renewed  Peckham,  b.  South  Kingstown,  Jan.  19,  1805. 

42  Henry  Ward  (Richard,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Aug. 
31,  1787;  d.  Nov.  22,  1851;  m.  (1)  Amy  Segar,  sister  of  Thomas  Jr., 
who  m.  Rebecca  Ward  (no.  45),  b.  May  26,  1788;  d.  May  28,  1833; 

m.  (2)  Eliza  Bush. 

Children: 

+58  Richard  H.  Ward,  b.  Jan.  26,  1812. 

+59  Thomas  S.  Ward,  b.  Aug.  19,  1813. 

+60  Samuel  Ward,  b.  Nov.  27,  1818. 

+61  William  B.  S.  Ward,  b.  Oct.  23,  1826. 

62  Benjamin  F.  Ward,  b.  Apr.  4,  1846;  m.  Mar.,  18 — . 

63  Edgar  Ward,  b.  1848;  m.  18 — . 

44  Samuel  Ward  (Richard,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b. 
South  Kingstowm,  Feb.  28,  1791 ;  d.  Charlestown,  May  14,  1866;  m.  (1) 
New  Shoreham,  Sept.  26,  1811,  Lucinda  Paine,  dau.  of  William  and 
Waite  (Beckwith)  Paine;  m.  (2)  New  London,  Conn.,  Jan.  12,  1826, 
Mary  Perry  of  Charlestown;  d.  Charlestown,  Oct.  28,  1864,  aged  55, 
dau.  of  George  H.  M.  and  Mary  Perry.  Samuel  Ward’s  will,  dated  Jan. 
27,  1862,  is  in  Charlestown  town  clerk’s  office. 

Children  (order  uncertain)  : 

+64  Elizabeth  Ward. 

65  Catherine  B.  Ward,  b.  May  23,  1824;  d.  Charlestown,  Dec.  3,  1854. 

66  Samuel  B.  Ward,  mentioned  in  father’s  will  to  receive  a  share  of  the 

estate  if  he  returned. 

+67  Lucinda  Gardiner  Ward,  b.  ca.  1835. 
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+68  George  H.  Ward,  b.  1827. 

+69  James  Lawrence  Ward,  b.  June  8,  1829. 

+70  John  P.  Ward,  b.  1832. 

+71  Richard  Henry  Ward,  d.  1883. 

+  72  Sarah  A.  Ward. 

+  73  Mary  Perry  Ward. 

+74  Abbie  F.  Ward,  b.  Aug.  23,  1845. 

+75  Harriet  Newel  Ward,  b.  Charlestown,  Oct.  29,  1849. 

45  Rebecca  Ward  ( Richard ,  Thomas ,  Richard ,  Thomas ,  John)  b. 
July  28,  1 793 ;  d.  Jan.  or  June  22,  1863 ;  m.  Thomas  Segar,  Jr.,  brother 
of  Amy  Segar,  who  m.  Henry  Ward  (no.  42),  b.  Sept.  5,  1786;  d.  Leb¬ 
anon,  Conn.,  Sept.  19,  1856. 

Children  (b.  in  South  Kingstown)  : 

i  Thomas  Wanton  Segar,  b.  Apr.  20,  1812;  d.  July  29,  1893;  m.  (1) 

Feb.  5,  1844,  Elizabeth  Tripp  Browning;  d.  Aug.  2,  1849;  m.  (2) 
ca.  1875;  Jane  C.  Bradford. 

ii  Sarah  Ann  Segar,  b.  May  19,  1813;  m.  Apr.  8,  1832,  Robert  Congdon 

Peckham. 

iii  George  W.  Segar,  b.  Dec.  3,  1814. 

iv  William  B.  Segar,  b.  Apr.  14,  1816. 

v  Lucinda  Segar,  b.  Jan.  25,  1818. 

vi  Elizabeth  Segar,  b.  June  8,  1822. 

vii  Warren  D.  Segar,  b.  May  6,  1825. 

viii  Antoinette  Segar,  b.  Jan.  25,  1833. 


49  Henry  Ward  ( Samuel ,  Samuel ,  Richard ,  Thomas ,  John )  b.  West¬ 
erly,  Mar.  18,  1784;  d.  New  York  City,  July  26,  1838;  m.  Sept.  2,  1818, 
Eliza  Hall,  dau.  of  Dr.  Jonathan  and  Bathsheba  (Mumford)  Hall  of 
Pomfret,  Conn.,  and  sister  of  Mrs.  William  Greene  Ward  (no.  55),  b. 
Nov.  30,  1789;  d.  Mar.  17,  1872. 

Children : 

76  Henry  Hall  Ward,  b.  New  York  City,  Apr.  19,  1820;  d.  Saratoga 
Springs,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  27,  1872. 

50  Samuel  Ward  (Samuel,  Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  War¬ 
wick,  May  1,  1786;  d.  Nov.  27,  1839;  m.  Boston,  Oct.,  1812,  Julia  Rush 
Cutler,  dau.  of  Benjamin  Clarke  and  Sarah  Mitchell  (Hyrne)  Cutler, 
d.  Nov.  1 1,  1824.  He  was  Sam  Ward,  the  financier,  president  of  the  Bank 
of  Commerce  in  New  York,  one  of  the  founders  of  New  York  University, 
and  first  president  of  the  New  York  City  Temperance  Society. 

Children : 

+77  Samuel  Ward,  b.  Jan.  28,  1814. 

78  Julia  Ward,  b.  Jan.,  1816;  lived  only  four  years. 

79  Henry  Ward,  Jr.,  b.  1818;  d.  New  York  City,  1840;  Columbia,  class 

of  1836. 

f80  Julia  Ward,  b.  May  27,  1819. 
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81  Francis  Marion  Ward,  b.  Aug.  1820;  d.  New  Orleans,  Sept.  3,  1847. 
Columbia,  class  of  1838. 

+82  Louisa  Cutler  Ward,  b.  Feb.  25,  1823. 

+83  Ann  Eliza  Ward,  b.  Nov.  2,  1824. 

53  Richard  Ray  Ward  ( Samuel ,  Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John) 
b.  New  York  City,  Nov.  17,  1795;  d.  New  York  City,  Dec.  8,  1873;  m. 
Nov.  3,  1835,  Gertrude  Eliza  Doughty,  dau.  of  Edward  Doughty  of 
New  York  City.  She  d.  New  York  City,  May  21,  1859.  Mr.  Ward  was 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  and  at  one 
time  had  the  Ward  Papers  in  his  possession. 

Children: 

+84  Gertrude  Ray  Ward,  b.  Sept.  11,  1838. 

85  Annie  Catrena  Ward. 

55  William  Greene  Ward  ( Samuel ,  Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas, 
John)  b.  Aug.  7,  1802;  d.  New  York  City,  July  22,  1848;  m.  Nov.  17, 
1830,  Abby  Maria  Hall,  dau.  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Hall  of  Pomfret,  Conn., 
and  sister  of  Mrs.  Henry  Ward  (no.  49).  She  was  b.  Mar.  6,  1802; 
d.  Jan.  1887. 

Children: 

+86  William  Greene  Ward,  b.  July  20,  1832. 

+87  Charles  Henry  Ward,  b.  Oct.  17,  1833. 

88  Anne  Catharine  Ward,  b.  May  25,  1835;  d.  Apr.  16,  1840. 

89  John  Ward,  b.  Dec.  26,  1837;  d.  Feb.  3,  1838. 

90  John  Ward,  b.  Nov.  30,  1838;  d.  Aug.  9,  1896;  unmarried.  Columbia, 

1858;  Columbia  College  Law  School,  1860;  M.D.,  University  Medical 
College,  1864;  Colonel,  12th  Infantry,  National  Guard,  State  of  New 
York. 

+91  Prescott  Hall  Ward,  b.  Oct.  9,  1841. 

58  Richard  H.  Ward  (Henry,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas, 
John)  b.  Jan.  26,  1812;  d.  May  2,  1865;  m.  Elizabeth  Brandow,  d. 
Sept.  25,  1855. 

Children : 

92  Amy  Ward,  b.  1834;  d.  1835. 

93  William  W.  Ward,  b.  1836;  d.  Jan.  17,  1854. 

94  Henry  Ward,  b.  1838;  d.  1859. 

95  John  Ward,  b.  1842;  d.  Jan.  31,  1866. 

59  Thomas  S.  Ward  (Henry,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas, 
John)  b.  Providence,  Aug.  19,  1813;  d.  Jeffersonville,  N.  Y.,  July  22, 
1885;  m.  (1)  Sally  A.  Wilcox,  d.  Mar.,  1838;  m.  (2)  Sally  A. 
Schermehorn,  b.  Feb.  25,  1820;  d.  July  29,  1850;  m.  (3)  Rebecca  E. 
Winslow,  b.  New  Paltz,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  15,  1831;  d.  Jeffersonville,  N.  Y., 
June  3,  1891. 
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Children : 

+  96  Benjamin  S.  Ward,  b.  Jan.  21,  1842. 

97  James  William  Ward,  b.  Nov.  30,  1844;  d.  Feb.  9,  1850. 

98  John  R.  Ward,  b.  Jan.  1 1,  1848;  d.  Aug.  26,  1849. 

99  Sarah  E.  Ward,  b.  Sept.  9,  1852;  d.  Aug.  10,  1936;  unmarried. 

100  Miles  H.  Ward,  b.  Jan.  9,  1854;  d.  July  6,  1875. 

101  Floraetta  Ward,  b.  May  17,  1855;  d.  Sept.  17,  1895;  m.  Chris  Seibert. 
+  102  Frank  B.  Ward,  b.  July  3,  1857. 

103  James  C.  Ward,  b.  June  28,  1859;  d.  Mar.  7,  1861. 

104  Nettie  A.  Ward,  b.  Oct.  2,  1861 ;  d.  Nov.  5,  1913 ;  unmarried. 

+  105  Frederic  S.  Ward,  b.  Oct.  13,  1868. 

106  Rose  Ward,  b.  Dec.  4,  1865;  d.  Feb.  20,  1866. 

60  Samuel  Ward  (Henry,  Richard ,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas, 
John)  b.  R.  I.,  Nov.  27,  1818;  d.  Chicago,  Dec.  9,  1892;  m.  Dec.  8,  1844, 
Sarah  Baker,  b.  Nov.  10,  1825. 

Children ; 

107  Francis  Marion  Ward,  b.  Oct.  18,  1846;  d.  Oct.  9,  1851. 

108  Charles  H.  Ward,  b.  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  June  16,  1850;  d.  Chicago,  Ill., 

Sept.  13,  1892. 

109  Willie  Ward,  b.  Mar.  10,  1853;  d.  Mar.  29,  1853. 

110  Clara  Imogene,  b.  Jan.  29,  1859. 

61  William  B.  S.  Ward  (Henry,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas, 
John)  b.  Oct.  23,  1826;  d.  Apr.  19,  1862;  m.  June  13,  1847,  Margaret 
Martin. 

Children : 

111  Hannah  Amy  Ward,  b.  Jan.  29,  1849. 

64  Elizabeth  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas, 
John)  m.  Albert  Church,  b.  March  4,  1813;  d.  1905,  son  of  Asa  and 
Susanna  Dorcas  (Clark)  Church.  Albert  Church  was  of  Charlestown 
and  was  town  sergeant  of  that  town  for  many  years. 

Children: 

i  Martha  Church,  m.  (1)  Sterry  Cook;  m.  (2)  Welcome  Kenyon. 

ii  Lucinda  Church,  m.  William  Card. 

iii  Melissa  Church,  m.  Cortlandt  Burdick. 

iv  Charles  Church. 

v  Joseph  Clark  Church,  b.  Aug.  12,  1857;  d.  Apr.  9,  1901. 

vi  Albert  Church,  b.  Apr.  20,  1850;  m.  Nov.  19,  1879,  Hannah  Eliz¬ 

abeth  Briggs.  Both  were  of  Narragansett  Pier. 

vii  Dorcas  Church,  m.  Milton  Baggs. 

viii  Winfield  Scott  Church. 
ix  Asa  Church,  m.  Kate  Perry. 

From  Descendants  of  Richard  Church  ...  by  John  A. 
Church  (Rutland,  1913). 
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67  Lucinda  Gardiner  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard, 
Thomas,  John)  b.  ca.  1835;  d.  Aug.  2,  1915;  m.  Oct.  18,  1858,  Samuel 
Peckham  Kenyon.  She  was  of  Charlestown;  he  was  of  Hopkintown, 
b.  1820,  son  of  Stephen  W.  and  Abigal  Kenyon.  They  lived  in  Moosup, 
Conn. 

No  issue. 

68  George  H.  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas, 
John)  b.  Charlestown,  1827;  d.  Aug.  26,  1897;  m.  (1)  May  25,  1848, 
Sarah  Stanton  Browning,  b.  Aug.  31,  1826;  d.  July  30,  1853;  dau. 
of  George  Hazard  and  Eliza  W.  Browning;  m.  (2)  Celia  Amanda 
Church,  d.  Charlestown,  Feb.  3,  1887,  aged  49  years. 

Children  by  second  wife  (order  uncertain)  : 

112  Nettie  M.  Ward,  unmarried. 

113  Catherine  B.  Ward,  b.  Charlestown,  Apr.  4,  1863;  d.  Charlestown, 

Oct.  4,  1865. 

1 14  George  H.  Ward,  b.  Charlestown,  May  28,  1868;  drowned  in  Colum¬ 

bia  River,  Oregon,  ca.  1890,  aged  22;  unmarried. 

+  115  Richard  Earl  Ward. 

116  Lewis  Artemus  Ward,  m.  in  Oregon. 

117  Mary  Ward,  b.  Charlestown,  Apr.  17,  1873;  d.  Oct.  14,  1888,  aged 

15  years. 

69  James  Lawrence  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard, 
Thomas,  John)  b.  Charlestown,  June  8,  1829;  d.  Providence,  June  23, 
1910;  m.  Julia  E.  Palmer,  b.  1841,  Hopkinton;  d.  Providence,  Sept. 
10,  1909. 

Children : 

118  Julia  Palmer  Ward,  b.  Charlestown,  Nov.  20,  1874. 

+  119  Mary  Perry  Ward,  b.  Richmond,  July  4,  1868. 

70  John  P.  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas, 

John)  b.  1832;  m.  (1)  Drucilla  . ;  divorced;  m.  (2)  Amanda 

.  Lived  in  Oregon. 

Children  by  first  wife : 

120  Winfield  Scott  Ward,  living  in  1915. 

121  Albert  A.  Ward,  b.  Charlestown,  d.  Charlestown,  Oct.  12,  1856, 

aged  5  months. 

122  Thomas  Henry  Ward,  b.  Charlestown,  July  14,  1859;  not  mentioned 

in  his  grandfather’s  will  in  1862. 

71  Richard  Henry  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard, 

Thomas,  John)  d.  1883;  m .  Ball  of  New  Shoreham;  lived  in 

Plainfield,  Conn. 

Children : 

123  Harry  Ward,  who  died  in  his  teens. 
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72  Sarah  A.  Ward  ( Samuel ,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas, 

John)  m.  (1)  Asa  Church,  Jr.;  m.  (2)  Henry  M.  Kelley. 

Children  by  first  wife: 
i  Asa  Church. 

Children  by  second  marriage : 

ii  Anna  Kelley,  m.  Charles  Lord  of  Manchester,  Conn.  Lives  in  Coven¬ 

try,  Conn. 

iii  Florence  Kelley,  m .  Lornegan;  lives  in  Florida. 

iv  Sarah  Kelley. 

73  Mary  Perry  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas, 
John)  m.  Dec.  12,  1861,  George  Hazard  Hoxie,  b.  Charlestown,  June 
21,  1842;  d.  Charlestown,  May  10,  1876,  son  of  Gurdon  Hazard  and 
Susan  (Thurston)  Hoxie. 

Children: 

i  Charles  Ellsworth  Hoxie,  b.  Dec.  17,  1862;  m.  Mary  E.  Hardy. 

Lived  in  Bridgeport.  Had  two  sons. 

74  Abbie  F.  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard,  Thomas, 
John)  b.  Charlestown,  Aug.  23,  1845;  m.  Providence,  July  10,  1868, 
Charles  Courtland  Vars,  b.  Westerly,  July  14,  1843,  son  of  Charles 
and  Honor  (Gardner)  Vars  and  brother  of  William  Denison  Vars  below. 

Children : 

i  Frederick  Ward  Vars,  b.  Niantic,  Conn.,  Feb.  28,  1870;  d.  July  25, 
1870. 

ii  William  Courtland  Vars,  b.  Hartford,  Conn.,  Apr.  2,  1873. 

iii  Gorton  Gardner  Vars,  b.  Pascoag,  R.  I.,  July  14,  1877. 

iv  Edwin  Ward  Vars,  b.  Pascoag,  R.  I.,  June  28,  1879. 

75  Harriet  Newel  Ward  (Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard, 
Thomas,  John)  b.  Charlestown,  Oct.  29,  1849;  m.  Westerly,  Nov.  13, 
1866,  William  Denison  Vars,  b.  Westerly,  Mar.  14,  1845,  son  of 
Charles  and  Honor  (Gardner)  Vars  and  brother  of  Charles  Courtland 
Vars  above. 

Children : 

i  Alice  Honor  Vars,  b.  Saybrook,  Conn.,  Oct.  19,  1873;  married. 

77  Samuel  Ward  ( Samuel,  Samuel,  Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John ) 
b.  New  York  City,  Jan.  28,  1814;  d.  May  19,  1884.  Samuel  Ward,  the 
lobbyist,  m.  (1)  New  York  City,  Jan.  25,  1838,  Emily  Astor,  dau.  of 
William  Backhouse  and  Margaret  (Armstrong)  Astor.  She  d.  Feb.  18, 
1841;  m.  (2)  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  20,  1843,  Medora  Grymes, 
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dau.  of  John  Randolph  and  Suzette  (Bosque)  Claiborne  Grymes  of  New 
Orleans.  A.B.,  Columbia,  1831. 

Children  by  first  wife : 

+  124  Margaret  Astor  Ward,  b.  1838. 

125  A  son  that  died  in  infancy. 

Children  by  the  second  wife: 

126  Samuel  Ward,  Jr.,  b.  1844;  d.  1866. 

127  John  Randolph  Ward,  b.  1846;  d.  Luxemburg,  May  25,  1864. 


80  Julia  Ward  ( Samuel ,  Samuel,  Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John) 
b.  May  27,  1819;  d.  Oct.  17,  1910;  m.  Apr.  27,  1843,  Samuel  Gridley 
Howe,  son  of  Joseph  Neals  and  Patty  (Gridley)  Howe,  b.  Nov.  10,  1801 ; 
d.  Jan.  9,  1876.  See:  Howe  Genealogies,  1929,  p.  102-103. 

Children: 

i  Julia  Romana  Howe,  b.  Rome,  Italy,  Mar.  12,  1844;  d.  Boston, 

Mar.  10,  1886;  m.  Michael  Anagnos,  b.  Papingo,  Greece,  Nov.  7, 
1837;  d.  in  the  Near  East,  June  29,  1906.  No  issue. 

ii  Florence  Marion  Howe,  b.  Boston,  Aug.  25,  1845;  d.  High  Bridge, 

N.  J.,  Apr.  10,  1922;  m.  Nov.  15,  1871,  David  Prescott  Hall. 

iii  Henry  Marion  Howe,  b.  Boston,  Mar.  2,  1848;  d.  Bedford  Hills, 

N.  Y.,  May  14,  1922;  m.  Apr.  9,  1874,  Fannie  Gay,  dau.  of  Willard 
and  Ann  (Bishop)  Gay  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  b.  Apr.  9,  1851;  d.  Nassau, 
Bahamas,  Mar.  26,  1926. 

iv  Laura  Elizabeth  Howe,  b.  Boston,  Feb.  27,  1850;  d.  Gardiner, 

Maine,  Jan.  14,  1943;  m.  June  17,  1871,  Henry  Richards,  son  of 
Francis  and  Anne  Hallowell  (Gardiner)  Richards  of  Gardiner, 
Maine,  b.  July  17,  1848  in  England. 

v  Maude  Howe,  b.  Boston,  Nov.  9,  1854;  d.  Newport,  Mar.  19,  1948; 

m.  Feb.  7,  1887,  John  Elliott,  b.  London,  England,  Apr.  22,  1858. 

vi  Samuel  Gridley  Howe,  Jr.,  b.  Boston,  Dec.  25,  1859;  d.  May  17, 

1863. 


82  Louisa  Cutler  Ward  (Samuel,  Samuel,  Samuel,  Richard, 
Thomas,  John )  b.  Feb.  25,  1823;  d.  Sept.  22,  1897 ;  m.  (1)  1844,  Thomas 
Crawford  b.  ca.  1813;  d.  Oct.  10,  1857;  m.  (2)  Rome,  Italy,  Sept.  21, 
1861,  Luther  Terry,  b.  July  18,  1813,  son  of  Solomon  and  Margaret 
(Pease)  Terry. 

Children : 

i  Annie  Crawford,  m.  Baron  Eric  von  Rabe. 

ii  Jane  Campbell  Crawford,  unmarried. 

iii  Mary  Crawford,  m.  Hugh  Fraser. 

iv  Francis  Marion  Crawford  (the  novelist),  b.  Aug.  2,  1854;  d.  Apr.  9, 

1909;  m.  1884,  Elizabeth  Berdan,  dau.  of  Gen.  Berdan. 

v  Louisa  Margaret  Terry,  b.  Rome,  Italy,  Aug.  6,  1862. 

vi  Arthur  Noel  Wurtz  Terry,  b.  Rome,  Italy,  Dec.  25,  1864. 
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83  Ann  Eliza  Ward  ( Samuel ,  Samuel ,  Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas, 
John)  b.  Nov.  2,  1824;  d.  San  Geronimo,  Cal.,  Apr.  7,  1895;  m.  1846, 
Adolphe  Mailliard,  b.  Bordentown,  N.  J.,  Aug.  5,  1819;  d.  San  Ger¬ 
onimo,  Cal.,  July  20,  1896. 

Children: 

i  Louise  Marguerite  Mailliard,  b.  New  York  City,  Apr.  2,  1848; 

d.  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Jan.  27,  1929;  unmarried. 

ii  Joseph  Mailliard,  b.  Bordentown,  N.  J.,  Dec.  30,  1857;  d.  San  Fran¬ 

cisco,  Cal.,  1945. 

iii  Cora  Mailliard,  d.  ca.  1900;  unmarried. 

iv  John  Ward  Mailliard,  b.  Bordentown,  N.  J.,  Jan.  25,  1862;  d.  San 

Francisco,  Cal.,  Jan.  9,  1936. 
v  Child  died  in  infancy. 

84  Gertrude  Ray  Ward  (Richard  R.,  Samuel,  Samuel,  Richard, 
Thomas,  John )  b.  Sept.  1 1,  1838;  m.  May  22,  1872,  Dr.  Bethuel  Lewis 
Dodd,  b.  Jan.  16,  1826,  son  of  Lewis  and  Elizabeth  (Baldwin)  Dodd. 

Children : 

i  Edward  Lewis  Dodd,  b.  Feb.  3,  1873. 

ii  Annie  May  Dodd,  b.  May  11,  1874. 

iii  Richard  Ward  Dodd,  b.  Sept.  12,  1875;  d.  Apr.  12,  1882. 

iv  Gertrude  Emily  Dodd,  b.  May  18,  1877. 

v  Samuel  Ward  Dodd,  b.  Mar.  1,  1879. 

vi  Louisa  Margarette  Dodd,  b.  Nov.  3,  1880. 

86  William  Greene  Ward  (William  G.,  Samuel,  Samuel,  Richard, 
Thomas,  John)  b.  July  20,  1832,  d.  1901;  m.  June  17,  1857,  Emily 
Graham  McKnight,  dau.  of  John  L.  McKnight  of  Bordentown,  N.  J. 

Children: 

128  Caroline  Constantine  Ward,  Grosvenor  Hill,  Stapleton,  Staten 

Island,  N.  Y. 

129  Maria  Emily  Graham  McKnight  Ward,  b.  Oct.  4,  1863. 

130  Lelia  Eliza  Ward,  b.  Mar.  1867 ;  d.  Mar.  1868. 

87  Charles  Henry  Ward  (William  G.,  Samuel,  Samuel,  Richard, 
Thomas,  John)  b.  New  York  City,  Oct.  17,  1833;  d.  Seabright,  N.  J., 
July  27,  1905;  m.  New  York  City,  Apr.  13,  1857,  Mary  Montagu 
Parmly,  b.  1830;  d.  1913,  dau.  of  Eleazer  and  Anna  Maria  Valk  Smith 
Parmly. 

Children : 

+  131  Charles  Montagu  Ward,  b.  June  16,  1858. 

+  132  Francis  Ehrick  Ward,  b.  Feb.  24,  1860. 

133  Julia  Prescott  Ward,  b.  Jan.  2,  1862;  d.  Jan.  11,  1864. 

+  134  Louisa  Hall  Ward,  b.  Apr.  4,  1864. 

135  John  Prescott  Ward,  b.  Apr.  26,  1866;  d.  Mar.  27,  1868. 

136  William  Frederick  Ward,  b.  Apr.  26,  1866. 

+  137  Henry  Marion  Ward,  b.  Nov.  8,  1870. 
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91  Prescott  Hall  Ward,  (William  G.,  Samuel ,  Samuel ,  Richard , 
Thomas,  John)  b.  Oct.  9,  1841;  d.  New  York  City,  Oct.  16,  1870;  m. 
July  29,  1863,  Marion  Poyntell  Turner,  dau.  of  George  W.  Turner. 
Columbia  College  Law  School,  1861. 

96  Benjamin  S.  Ward  (Thomas  S.,  Henry,  Richard,  Thomas, 
Richard,  Thomas,  John )  b.  Jan.  21,  1842 ;  d.  May  16,  1911 ;  m.  June  3, 
1866,  Mary  Snyder. 

Children : 

138  Edgar  I.  Ward. 

139  Frank  Ward. 

140  Miles  Ward. 

102  Frank  B.  Ward  (Thomas  S.,  Henry,  Richard,  Thomas,  Richard, 
Thomas,  John )  b.  Obernburg,  N.  Y.,  July  3,  1857 ;  d.  Jeffersonville,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  14,  1894;  m.  Jeffersonville,  N.  Y.,  April  16,  1885,  Elizabeth  E. 
Huebsch,  b.  Beechwoods,  N.  Y.,  Apr.  5,  1862;  d.  Jeffersonville,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  10,  1948. 

Children : 

141  Amy  O.  Ward,  b.  Feb.  3,  1887. 

142  Florence  L.  Ward,  b.  Feb.  20,  1891;  m.  Sept.  18,  1911,  Raymond  A. 

Merrill. 

105  Frederic  S.  Ward  (Thomas  S.,  Henry,  Richard,  Thomas, 
Richard,  Thomas,  John )  b.  Oct.  13,  1868;  d.  Jan.  26,  1903;  m.  Aug.  16, 
1893,  Olla  R.  Hall,  b.  June  10,  1867;  d.  Nov.  5,  1923. 

Children : 

143  Arthur  Frederic  Ward,  b.  July  29,  1894;  d.  July  31,  1939. 

144  Beatrice  L.  Ward,  m .  Becker. 

115  Richard  Earl  Ward  (George  H.,  Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas, 
Richard,  Thomas,  John)  m.  Sept.  5,  1888,  Hattie  Emily  Browning, 
dau.  of  Samuel,  Jr.,  and  H.  Emily  (Nichols)  Browning. 

Children : 

145  Henry  Richard  Ward,  b.  July  12,  1889. 

146  Samuel  Browning  Ward,  b.  June  7,  1891. 

147  Richard  Earl  Ward,  Jr.,  b.  June  12,  1894. 

119  Mary  Perry  Ward  (James  L.,  Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas, 
Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  July  4,  1868;  m.  William  Martin  of  War¬ 
ren,  R.  I. 

Children ; 

i  Elizabeth  Ward  Martin. 
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124  Margaret  Astor  Ward  (Samuel,  Samuel,  Samuel,  Samuel, 
Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  1838;  d.  1875;  m.  John  Winthrop  Chan- 
ler,  b.  Sept.  14,  1826;  d.  Oct.  19,  1877. 

Children: 

i  John  Armstrong  Chanler  (Chaloner),  b.  1862;  d.  June  1,  1935; 
m.  Amelia  Rives  (later  married  and  known  as  Princess  Troubetzkoy) 
June  4,  1888;  divorced,  1895;  no  issue. 

ii  Winthrop  (Astor)  Chanler,  b.  Oct.  14,  1863;  d.  Aug.  24,  1926; 

m.  Louisa  Margaret  Terry  (no.  82,  v)  Dec.  16,  1886. 

iii  Elizabeth  Winthrop  Chanler,  b.  Feb.  23,  1866;  d.  June  5,  1937; 

m.  Apr.  23,  1899,  John  Jay  Chapman,  b.  Mar.  2,  1862;  d.  Nov.  4, 
1933.  She  was  his  second  wife. 

iv  William  Astor  Chanler,  b.  Newport,  June  11,  1867;  d.  Mar.  4, 

1934;  m.  1903,  Minnie  Ashley. 

v  Marion  Ward  Chanler,  b.  July  27,  1868;  d.  Feb.  11,  1883;  no  issue. 

vi  Lewis  Stuyvesant  Chanler,  b.  Newport,  Sept.  24,  1869;  d.  Feb.  28, 

1942;  m.  (1)  1890,  Alice  Chamberlaine,  b.  Oct.  4,  1868;  divorced 
1921 ;  m.  (2)  Julia  (Olin)  Benkard,  May  1 1,  1921 ;  b.  Oct.  21,  1882. 

vii  Margaret  Livingston  Chanler,  b.  Oct.  31,  1870;  m.  Oct.  3,  1906, 

Richard  Aldrich,  b.  Providence,  July  31,  1863;  d.  June  2,  1937. 

viii  Robert  Winthrop  Chanler,  b.  Feb.  22,  1872;  d.  Oct.  24,  1930; 

m.  (1)  1893,  Julia  Remington  Chamberlain,  dau.  of  William  Cham¬ 
berlain  of  Red  Hook,  N.  Y. ;  divorced  1907;  m.  (2)  1910,  Natalina 
Cavalieri;  divorced,  1912. 

ix  Alida  Beekman  Chanler,  b.  June  22,  1873;  m.  1896,  Christopher 

Temple  Emmet,  b.  1868. 

x  Egerton  White  Chanler,  b.  Nov.  1874;  d.  Nov.  30,  1882. 

xi  Emily  Chanler,  d.  ca.  1874. 

131  Charles  Montagu  Ward  ( Charles  H.,  William  G.,  Samuel, 
Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  June  16,  1858;  d.  1950;  m.  Boston, 
July  16,  1892;  Fannie  Batchelder. 

Children : 

+  148  Frances  Montagu  Ward,  b.  New  York  City,  Aug.  21,  1896. 

132  Francis  Ehrick  Ward  ( Charles  H.,  William  G.,  Samuel,  Samuel, 
Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Feb.  24,  1860;  d.  Mar.  12,  1917;  m.  Apr.  26, 
1907,  Louisa  Parmly. 

Children: 

149  Louis  Francis  Ward,  b.  May  13,  1908. 

+  150  John  Ward,  b.  Apr.  16,  1910. 

134  Louisa  Hall  Ward  (Charles  H.,  William  G.,  Samuel,  Samuel, 
Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Apr.  4,  1864;  m.  New  York  City,  Feb.  11, 
1890,  Edmund  Arthur  Stanley  Clarke,  son  of  Thomas  Curtis  and 
Susan  H.  (Smith)  Clarke. 

Children : 

i  Marion  Clarke,  b.  Dec.  8,  1891 ;  m.  Jan.  6,  1914,  Rev.  Stanley  Brown 

Sherman. 

ii  Louise  Clarke,  b.  Sept.  27,  1893;  m.  George  Milmeire  Bodmaer. 
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137  Henry  Marion  Ward  ( Charles  H.,  William  G.,  Samuel,  Samuel, 
Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  New  York  City,  Nov.  8,  1870;  d.  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  Feb.  7,  1949  ;  m.  ( 1)  Lucy  Bond  Morgan,  dau.  of  William 
Forbes  and  Ellie  (Robinson)  Morgan;  divorced  1909;  m.  (2)  East 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  Aug.  30,  1913,  Olive  Nicholls,  dau.  of  Burr  Holliday 
and  Rhoda  Carleton  Marion  (Holmes)  Nicholls. 

Children  by  the  first  wife: 

+  151  Henry  Morgan  Ward,  b.  Aug.  20,  1901. 

152  Samuel  Bond  Ward,  b.  Mar.  28,  1905. 

Children  by  the  second  wife: 

153  Alida  Ward,  b.  May  26,  1914. 

+  154  Carleton  Ward,  b.  Aug.  7,  1916. 

148  Frances  Montagu  Ward  (Charles  M.,  Charles  H.,  William  G., 
Samuel,  Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  New  York  City,  Aug.  21, 
1896;  m.  (1)  Leonard  Cox;  divorced;  m.  (2)  Arnall  P.  Hodges; 
d.  Oct.  9,  1945;  m.  (3)  William  Galt  Chipley. 

No  issue. 

150  John  Ward  (Francis  E.,  Charles  H.,  William  G Samuel, 
Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Apr.  16,  1910;  m.  June  29,  1940, 

Anne  Brown. 

Children : 

155  Mary  Montagu  Ward,  b.  June  26,  1941. 

156  Anne  Parmly  Ward,  b.  May  12,  1946. 

151  (Henry)  Morgan  Ward  (Henry  M.,  Charles  H.,  William  G., 
Samuel,  Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  New  York  City,  Aug.  20, 
1901;  m.  Pasadena,  California,  December  15,  1928,  Sigrid  Gabriella 
von  Toll,  b.  Chicago,  Ill.,  Feb.  5,  1908. 

Children : 

157  Catherine  Audrey  (Louise)  Ward,  b.  Jan.  6,  1930;  m.  Santa  Bar¬ 

bara,  Cal.,  Aug.  4,  1951,  Richard  Twomey  Gray. 

158  Eric  Bond  Ward,  b.  Pasadena,  Cal.,  Oct.  7,  1933. 

159  Richard  Toll  Ward,  b.  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Sept.  18,  1942. 

160  Samuel  Ward,  b.  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Sept.  29,  1944. 

154  Carleton  Ward  (Henry  M.,  Charles  H.,  William  G.,  Samuel, 
Samuel,  Richard,  Thomas,  John)  b.  Aug.  7,  1916;  m.  Tonya  . 


Children : 

161  Tonya  Ward. 
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Louise  (Clarke),  b.  1893,  227 

Bosque,  Suzette,  224 

Bowen,  Ann  Eliza,  b.  1792,  218 
Ann  Eliza,  b.  1796,  218 
Edward,  b.  1803,  218 
Eliza,  217 

Elizabeth  (Ward),  b.  1759,  217 
Dr.  Ephraim  (2),  217 
Esther  W.,  b.  1781,  217 
Esther  Ward,  b.  1786,  218 
Frances,  b.  1788,  218 
Henry  Ward,  b.  1819,  218 
Lydia  (Mawney)  (2),  217 
Pardon,  b.  1757,  217 
Samuel,  b.  1793,  218 
William  Ward,  b.  1784,  217 

Bradford,  Jane  C.,  219 

Brandow,  Elizabeth,  220 

Briggs,  Hannah  Elizabeth,  221 

Brown,  Anne,  228 
Eliza,  217 

Elizabeth  (Power),  217 
Joseph,  217 

Browning,  Eliza  W.,  222 
Elizabeth  Tripp,  d.  1849,  219 
George  Hazard,  222 
H.  Emily  (Nichols),  226 
Hattie  Emily,  226 
Samuel,  Jr.,  226 
Sarah  Stanton,  222 

Burdick,  Cortlandt,  221 
Melissa  (Church),  221 

Bush,  Eliza,  218 

Butler,  Sarah,  214 
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c 

Card,  Lucinda  (Church),  221 
William,  221 

Casey,  Abby  Sophia,  217 
Cavalieri,  Natalina,  227 

Chaloner,  John  Armstrong, 
b.  1862,  227 

Chamberlain,  Julia  Remington, 
227 

William,  227 

Chamberlaine,  Alice,  b.  1868,  227 

Chanler,  Alice  (Chamberlaine), 
b.  1868,  227 

Alida  Beekman,  b.  1873,  227 
Amelia  (Rives),  227 
Egerton  White,  b.  1874,  227 
Elizabeth  Winthrop,  b.  1866,  227 
Emily,  227 

John  Armstrong,  b.  1862,  227 
John  Winthrop,  b.  1826,  227 
Julia  (Olin)  Benkard,  b.  1882, 
227 

Julia  Remington  (Chamberlain), 
227 

Lewis  Stuyvesant,  b.  1869,  227 
Louisa  Margaret  (Terry),  227 
Margaret  Astor  (Ward),  b.  1838, 
227 

Margaret  Livingston,  b.  1870,  227 
Marion  Ward,  b.  1868,  227 
Minnie  (Ashley),  227 
Natalina  (Cavalieri),  227 
Robert  Winthrop,  b.  1872,  227 
William  Astor,  b.  1867,  227 
Winthrop  (Astor),  b.  1863,  227 

Chapman,  Elizabeth  Winthrop 
(Chanler),  b.  1866,  227 
John  Jay,  b.  1862,  227 

Chipley,  Frances  Montagu 
(Ward)  Cox  Hodges, 
b.  1896,  228 
William  Galt,  228 

Church,  Albert,  b.  1813,  221 
Albert,  b.  1850,  221 
Asa  (2),  221,  223 
Asa,  Jr.,  223 
Celia  Amanda,  222 
Charles,  221 
Dorcas,  221 
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Elizabeth  (Ward),  221 

Hannah  Elizabeth  (Briggs),  221 

Joseph  Clark,  b.  1857,  221 

Kate  (Perry),  221 

Lucinda,  221 

Martha,  221 

Melissa,  221 

Sarah  A.  (Ward),  223 

Susanna  Dorcas  (Clark),  221 

Winfield  Scott,  221 

Claiborne,  Suzette  (Bosque),  224 

Clark,  Susanna  Dorcas,  221 

Clarke,  Alexander,  217 
Anna  Maria,  b.  1780,  216 
Anna  Maria,  b.  1783,  216 
Anna  (Ward),  b.  1750,  215,  217 
Celia  (Greene),  b.  1786,  217 
Cornelia,  b.  1786,  216 
Edmund  Arthur  Stanley,  227 
Ethan,  215,  217 
Ethan,  b.  1792,  216 
Hannah  (Cottrell),  215 
Rev.  Joshua,  215 

Louisa  Hall  (Ward),  b.  1864,  227 
Louise,  b.  1893,  227 
Margaret,  217 
Marion,  b.  1891,  227 
Mary,  215 

Ray,  b.  1782,  216,  217 
Samuel  Ward,  b.  1778,  216 
Susan  H.  (Smith),  227 
Thomas  Curtis,  227 

Coggeshall,  Abraham,  212 
Content  (2),  212 
Elisha,  212 
Elizabeth  212 
Martha,  213 

Collins,  Amy  (Billings)  Ward,  211 
Arnold,  211 
Henry,  211 

Cook,  Martha  (Church),  221 
Sterry,  221 

Cottrell,  Hannah,  215 

Cox,  Frances  Montagu 
(Ward),  b.  1896,  228 
Leonard,  228 

Crawford,  Annie,  224 
Elizabeth  (Berdan),  224 
Francis  Marion,  b.  1854,  224 
Jane  Campbell,  224 
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Louise  Cutler  (Ward), 
b.  1823,  224 
Mary,  224 

Thomas,  b.  ca.  1813,  224 

Cutler,  Benjamin  Clarke,  219 
Julia  Rush,  219 
Sarah  Mitchell  (Hyrne),  219 

D 

Dodd,  Annie  May,  b.  1874,  225 
Dr.  Bethuel  Lewis,  225 
Edward  Lewis,  b.  1873,  225 
Elizabeth  (Baldwin),  225 
Gertrude  Emily,  b.  1877,  225 
Gertrude  Ray  (Ward), 
b.  1838,  225 
Lewis,  225 

Louisa  Margarette,  b.  1880,  225 
Richard  Ward,  b.  1875,  225 
Samuel  Ward,  b.  1879,  225 

Doughty,  Edward,  220 
Gertrude  Eliza,  220 

E 

Elliott,  John,  b.  1858,  224 
Maude  (Howe),  b.  1854,  224 

Emmet,  Alida  Beekman 
(Chanler),  b.  1873,  227 
Christopher  Temple,  b.  1868,  227 

F 

Fenner,  Arthur,  211 
Phebe,  211 
William,  211 

Flagg,  Abiah  (Kornic),  213 
Arnold,  b.  1756,  213 
Ebenezer,  213 
Ebenezer,  b.  1747,  213 
Elizabeth,  b.  1745,  213 
Elizabeth,  b.  1751,  213 
Henry  Collins,  b.  1742,  213 
Jane,  218 
John,  213 

Lydia,  b.  1743,  213 
Margaret,  b.  1750,  213 
Mary,  b.  1748,  213 
Mary  (Ward),  b.  1713,  213 
Richard  Ward,  b.  1754,  213 

Fleet,  Elizabeth,  213 

Fraser,  Hugh,  224 
Mary  (Crawford),  224 


Freebody,  Esther,  d.  1798,  214 
John,  214 

Margaret  (Ward),  b.  1729,  214 
Samuel,  214 

G 

Gardiner,  Anne  Hallowell,  224 
Capt.  George,  217 
Sarah,  217 

Gardner,  Honor,  223 

Gay,  Ann  (Bishop),  224 
Fannie,  b.  1851,  224 
Willard,  224 

Gray,  Catherine  Audrey 
(Ward),  b.  1930,  228 
Richard  Twomey,  228 

Greene,  Abby  Sophia  (Casey),  217 
Ann  Eliza  (Bowen),  b.  1796,  218 
Anna,  b.  1776,  216 
Catharine,  b.  1780,  216 
Catharine  Celia,  217 
Catharine  Celia  (Greene) 
Lamed,  217 
Catharine  (Ray),  216 
Catharine  (Ward),  b.  1752,  216 
Celia,  b.  1786,  217 
Charles  Winston  (2),  218 
Christopher,  b.  1783,  217 
Christopher  (2),  216 
Deborah,  214 

Deborah  (Ward),  b.  1758,  216 
Elihu,  218 
Elihu,  b.  1802,  217 
Emily,  b.  1787,  217 
Emily  (Greene),  b.  1787,  217 
Esther  Ward  (Bowen), 
b.  1786,  218 

Frances  (Bowen),  b.  1788,  218 
Franklin,  b.  1780,  217,  218 
Jane  (Flagg),  218 
John  Ward,  b.  1795,  217 
Margaret  (Clarke),  217 
Mary  (Mott)  (2),  216 
Matilda  Ray  (Sumner),  217 
Nathanael  (2),  216 
Nathanael,  b.  1789,  217 
General  Nathanael,  216 
Phebe,  b.  1760,  216 
Richard  Ward,  b.  1792,  217 
Samuel  Ward,  b.  1794,  217 
Gov.  William,  216 
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Gridley,  Patty,  224 
Grymes,  John  Randolph,  224 
Medora,  223 

Suzette  (Bosque)  Claiborne,  224 

H 

Hall,  Abby  Maria,  220 
Bathsheba  (Mumford),  219 
David  Prescott,  224 
Eliza,  b.  1789,  219 
Florence  Marion  (Howe),  224 
Dr.  Jonathan,  219,  220 
Olla  R.,  b.  1867,  226 

Hardy,  Mary  E.,  223 

Hodges,  Arnall  P.,  228 

Frances  Montagu  (Ward)  Cox, 
b.  1896,  228 

Holmes,  Rhoda  Carleton  Marion, 
228 

Howe,  Fannie  (Gay),  b.  1851,  224 
Florence  Marion,  b.  1845,  224 
Henry  Marion,  b.  1848,  224 
Joseph  Neals,  224 
Julia  Romana,  b.  1844,  224 
Julia  (Ward),  b.  1819,  224 
Laura  Elizabeth,  b.  1850,  224 
Maude,  b.  1854,  224 
Patty  (Gridley),  224 
Samuel  Gridley,  b.  1801,  224 
Samuel  Gridley,  Jr.,  b.  1859,  224 

Hoxie,  Charles  Ellsworth, 
b.  1862,  223 

George  Hazard,  b.  1842,  223 
Gurdon  Hazard,  223 
Mary  E.  (Hardy),  223 
Mary  Perry  (Ward),  223 
Susan  (Thurston),  223 

Hubbard,  Elizabeth,  217 

Huebsch,  Elizabeth  E.,  b.  1862,  226 

Huxford,  Hepzibah,  213 

Hyrne,  Sarah  Mitchell,  219 

K 

Kelley,  Anna,  223 
Florence,  223 
Henry  M.,  223 
Sarah,  223 

Sarah  A.  (Ward)  Church,  223 
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Kenyon,  Abigal,  222 

Lucinda  Gardiner  (Ward), 
b.  ca.  1835,  222 
Martha  (Church)  Cook,  221 
Samuel  Peckham,  222 
Stephen  W.,  222 
Welcome,  221 

Kornic,  Abiah,  213 

L 

Larkin,  Elizabeth  (Ward),  b.  1742, 
213 

James,  213 

Larned,  Catharine  Celia  (Greene), 
217 

Lord,  Anna  (Kelley),  223 
Charles,  223 

Lornegan,  Florence  (Kelley),  223 

M 

McKnight,  Emily  Graham,  225 
John  L.,  225 

Mailliard,  Adolphe,  225 

Ann  Eliza  (Ward),  b.  1824,  225 
Cora,  d.  ca.  1900,  225 
John  Ward,  b.  1862,  225 
Joseph,  b.  1857,  225 
Louise  Marguerite,  b.  1848,  225 

Marchant,  Hepzibah  (Huxford), 
213 

Huxford,  213 

Isabel  (Ward),  b.  1719,  213 
John,  213 

Sarah  (Butler),  214 

Martin,  Elizabeth  Ward,  226 
Margaret,  221 

Mary  Perry  (Ward),  b.  1868,  226 
William,  226 

Mawney,  Lydia  (2),  217 

Maxwell,  Anna  (Greene),  b.  1776, 
216 

William  Peter,  216 

Merrill,  Florence  L.  (Ward), 
b.  1891,  226 
Raymond  A.,  226 

Morgan,  Ellie  (Robinson),  228 
Lucy  Bond,  228 
William  Forbes,  228 
Mott,  Mary,  216 
Mumford,  Bathsheba,  219 
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N 

Nicholls,  Burr  Holliday,  228 
Olive,  228 

Rhoda  Carleton  Marion 
(Holmes),  228 

Nichols,  H.  Emily,  226 

Nexon,  Elizabeth,  215 
James,  215 

O 

Olin,  Julia,  b.  1882,  227 

Olyphant,  Ann  (Vernon),  213 
David,  213 

P 

Paine,  Lucinda,  218 
Nancy  (Ward),  215 
Waite  (Beckwith),  218 
William,  218 

Palmer,  Julia  E.,  b.  1841,  222 

Parmly,  Anna  Maria  Valk  Smith, 
225 

Eleazer,  225 
Louisa,  227 

Mary  Montagu,  b.  1830,  225 
Paul,  Sarah,  211 
Pease,  Margaret,  224 

Peckham,  Benjamin,  218 
Carder,  b.  1801,  218 
Henry  Ward,  b.  1804,  218 
Josephus,  218 
Mary,  218 

Mary  (Babcock),  218 
Mary  (Ward),  b.  1774,  218 
Renewed,  b.  1805,  218 
Richard,  218 
Robert  Congdon,  219 
Sarah  Ann  (Segar),  219 

Perry,  George  H.  M.,  218 
Kate,  221 
Mary,  218 
Mary  ( . ),  218 

Power,  Elizabeth,  217 

R 

Ray,  Anna,  b.  1728,  214 
Catharine,  216 
Deborah  (Greene),  214 
Simon,  214 

Redwood,  Abraham,  Jr.,  213 
Martha  (Coggeshall),  213 


Richards,  Anne  Hallowell 
(Gardiner),  224 
Francis,  224 
Henry,  224 

Laura  Elizabeth  (Howe), 
b.  1850,  224 

Rives,  Amelia,  227 
Robinson,  Elbe,  228 

S 

Sayles,  Isabel,  212 
John,  212 

Mary  (Williams),  212 
Schermehorn,  Sally  A.,  220 

Segar,  Amy,  b.  1788,  218,  219 
Antoinette,  b.  1833,  219 
Elizabeth,  b.  1822,  219 
Elizabeth  Tripp  (Browning), 
d.  1849,  219 
George  W.,  b.  1814,  219 
Jane  C.  (Bradford),  219 
Lucinda,  b.  1818,  219 
Rebecca  (Ward),  b.  1793, 

218,  219 

Sarah  Ann,  b.  1813,  219 
Thomas,  Jr.,  218,  219 
Thomas  Wanton,  b.  1812,  219 
Warren  D.,  b.  1825,219 
William  B.,  b.  1816,  219 

Seibert,  Chris,  221 
Floraetta  (Ward),  221 

Sherman,  Marion  (Clarke),  227 
Rev.  Stanley  Brown,  227 

Smith,  Amy,  211 
Susan  H.,  227 

Snyder,  Mary,  226 
Stedman,  Elizabeth  (Ward),  215 

Sumner,  Elizabeth  (Hubbard),  217 
Matilda  Ray,  217 
Thomas,  217 

T 

Terry,  Arthur  Noel  Wurtz, 
b.  1864,  224 

Louise  Cutler  (Ward)  Crawford, 
b.  1823,  224 

Louisa  Margaret,  b.  1862, 

224,  227 

Luther,  b.  1813,  224 
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Margaret  (Pease),  224 
Solomon,  224 

Tew,  Abigail,  211 
Henry,  211 
Sarah  (Paul),  211 
Seaborn,  211 

Thurston,  Susan,  223 

Tillinghast,  Isabel  (Sayles),  212 
John,  212 
Mary,  b.  1690,  212 

Troubetzkoy,  Princess,  227 

Turner,  George  W.,  226 
Marion  Poyntell,  226 
Mary,  212 

V 

Vars,  Abbie  F.  (Ward),  223 
Alice  Honor,  b.  1873,  223 
Charles,  223 

Charles  Courtland,  b.  1843,  223 
Edwin  Ward,  b.  1879,  223 
Frederick  Ward,  b.  1870,  223 
Gorton  Gardner,  b.  1877,  223 
Harriett  Newel  (Ward), 
b.  1849,  223 
Honor  (Gardner),  223 
William  Cortland,  b.  1873,  223 
William  Denison,  b.  1845,  223 

Vernon,  Amey,  b.  1741,  213 
Amey,  b.  1746,  213 
Amey,  b.  1747,  213 
Amey  (Ward),  b.  1717,  213 
Ann,  d.  1826,  213 
Elizabeth,  b.  1738,  213 
Elizabeth  (Fleet),  213 
Mary,  b.  1742/3,  213 
Samuel,  213 

Samuel,  b.  Feb.  17,  1744/5,  213 
William,  b.  1739,  213 
William,  b.  1749,213 
William  Ward,  d.  young,  213 

von  Rabe,  Annie  (Crawford),  224 
Baron  Eric,  224 

von  Toll,  Sigrid  Gabriella,  228 
W 

Ward,  Abbie  F.,  b.  1845,  219,  223 
Abby  Maria  (Hall),  220 
Albert  A.,  b.  1856,  222 
Alida,  b.  1914,  228 
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Amanda  ( . ),  222 

Amey,  b.  1710,  212 
Amey,  b.  1717,  212,  213 
Amy  (Billings),  b.  1658,211 
Amy,  b.  1834,  220 
Amy  O.,  b.  1887,  226 
Amy  (Segar),  b.  1788,  218,  219 
Ann  Catharine,  b.  1788,  216 
Ann  Eliza,  b.  1824,  220,  225 
Anna,  b.  1750,  214,  215,  217 
Anna  (Ray),b.  1728,214 
Anne  (Brown),  228 
Anne  Catharine,  b.  1835,  220 
Anne  Parmly,  b.  1946,  228 
Annie  Catrena,  220 
Arthur  Frederic,  b.  1894,  226 
Beatrice  L.,  226 
Benjamin  F.,  b.  1846,  218 
Benjamin  S.,  b.  1842,  221,  226 
Carleton,  b.  1916  (2),  228 
Caroline  Constantine,  225 
Catharine,  b.  1752,  214,  216 
Catherine  Audrey,  b.  1930,  228 
Catherine  B.,  b.  1824,  218 
Catherine  B.,  b.  1863,  222 
Celia  Amanda  (Church),  222 
Charles,  b.  1747,  214 
Charles  H.,  b.  1850,  221 
Charles  Henry,  b.  1833,  220,  225 
Charles  Montagu,  b.  1858, 

225,  227 

Clara  Imogene,  b.  1859,  221 
Content  (Coggeshall),  212 
Deborah,  b.  1758,  214,  216 

Drucilla  ( . ),  222 

Edgar,  b.  1848,  218 
Edgar  I.,  226 
Eliza  (Bowen),  217 
Eliza  (Brown),  217 
Eliza  (Bush),  218 
Eliza  (Hall),  b.  1789,  219 
Elizabeth,  215 
Elizabeth,  218,  221 
Elizabeth,  b.  1715,  212 
Elizabeth,  b.  1735,  212,  215 
Elizabeth,  b.  1742,213 
Elizabeth,  b.  1759,  214,  217 
Elizabeth,  b.  1767,  214 
Elizabeth  (Brandow),  220 
Elizabeth  E.  (Huebsch), 
b.  1862,  226 
Elizabeth  (Nixon),  215 
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Emily  (Astor),  223 
Emily  Graham  (McKnight),  225 
Eric  Bond,  b.  1933,  228 
Esther  (Freebody),  d.  1798,  214 
Fannie  (Batchelder),  227 
Floraetta,  b.  1855,  221 
Florence  L.,  b.  1891,  226 
Frances  Montagu,  b.  1896, 

227,  228 

Francis  Ehrick,  b.  1860,  225,  227 
Francis  Marion,  b.  1820,  220 
Francis  Marion,  b.  1846,  221 
Frank,  226 

Frank  B.,  b.  1857,  221,  226 
Frederic  S.,  b.  1868,  221,  226 
George  H.,  b.  1827,  219,  222 
George  H.,  b.  1868,  222 
Gertrude  Eliza  (Doughty),  220 
Gertrude  Ray,  b.  1838,  220,  225 
Hannah,  b.  1721,  212,  214 
Hannah,  b.  1749,  214 
Hannah  Amy,  b.  1849,  221 
Harriet  Elizabeth,  b.  1784,  217 
Harriet  Newel,  b.  1849,  219,  223 
Harry,  222 

Hattie  Emily  (Browning),  226 
Henry,  b.  1732,  212,  214 
Henry,  b.  1782,  216 
Henry,  b.  1784,  216,  219 
Henry,  b.  1787,  215,  218,  219 
Henry,  b.  1838,  220 
Mrs.  Henry,  220 
Henry,  Jr.,  214 
Henry,  Jr.,  b.  1818,  219 
Henry  Hall,  b.  1820,  219 
Henry  Marion,  b.  1870,  225,  228 
(Henry)  Morgan,  b.  1901  (2),  228 
Henry  Richard,  b.  1889,  226 
Isabel,  b.  1719,  212,  213 
James  C.,  b.  1859,  221 
James  Lawrence,  b.  1829, 

219,  222 

James  William,  b.  1844,  221 
John,  d.  infancy,  213 
John,  b.  1619,  211 
John,  b.  1723,212 
John,  b.  1762,  214,  217 
John,  b.  1797,  216 
John,  b.  1837,  220 
John,  b.  1838,  220 
John,  b.  1842,  220 


John,  b.  1910,  227,  228 
John  P.,  b.  1832,219,  222 
John  Prescott,  b.  1866,  225 
John  R.,  b.  1848,  221 
John  Randolph,  b.  1846,  224 
Julia,  b.  1816,219 
Julia,  b.  1819,  219,  224 
Julia  E.  (Palmer),  b.  1841,  222 
Julia  Palmer,  b.  1874,  222 
Julia  Prescott,  b.  1862,  225 
Julia  Rush  (Cutler),  219 
Lelia  Eliza,  b.  1867,  225 
Lewis  Artemus,  222 
Louis  Francis,  b.  1908,  227 
Louisa  Cutler,  b.  1823,  220,  224 
Louisa  Hall,  b.  1864,  225,  227 
Louisa  (Parmly),  227 
Lucinda  Gardiner,  b.  ca.  1835, 
218,  222 

Lucinda  (Paine),  218 
Lucy  Bond  (Morgan),  228 
Margaret,  b.  1671,  211 
Margaret,  b.  1729,  212,  214 
Margaret  Astor,  b.  1838,  224,  227 
Margaret  (Martin),  221 
Maria  Emily  Graham  McKnight, 
b.  1863,  225 

Marion  Poyntell  (Turner),  226 
Mary,  b.  1679,  211,  212 
Mary,  b.  1713,212,  213 
Mary,  b.  1734,  213 
Mary,  b.  1735,  213,  215 
Mary,  b.  1754,  214 
Mary,  b.  1774,  215,  218 
Mary,  b.  1873,  222 

Mary  ( . ) ,  21 1 

Mary  Montagu,  b.  1941,  228 
Mary  Montagu  (Parmly), 
b.  1830,  225 
Mary  Perry,  219,  223 
Mary  Perry,  b.  1868,  222,  226 
Mary  (Perry),  218 
Mary  (Snyder),  226 
Mary  (Tillinghast),  b.  1690,  212 
Medora  (Grymes),  223 
Mercy,  b.  1727,  212 
Miles,  226 

Miles  H.,  b.  1854,  221 
Morgan,  b.  1901  (2),  228 
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Olive  (Nicholls),  228 
Olla  R.  (Hall),  b.  1867,  226 
Phebe,  b.  1791,216 
Phebe  (Fenner),  211 
Phebe  (Greene),  b.  1760,  216 
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Sarah  (Gardiner),  217 
Sarah  Stanton  (Browning),  222 
Sigrid  Gabriella  (von  Toll),  228 
Simon  Ray,  b.  1760,  214,  217 
Susan,  217 

Thomas,  d.  infancy,  213 
Thomas,  b.  1641,  211 
Thomas,  b.  1683,  211 
Thomas,  b.  1711,  212 
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Willie,  b.  1853,  221 
Winfield  Scott,  222 
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George,  215 
Mary  (Clarke),  215 
Mary  (Ward),  b.  1735,  215 
Capt.  Valentine,  b.  1733,  215 

Wilcox,  Sally  A.,  220 

Williams,  Mary,  212 
Roger,  211,  212 

Winslow,  Rebecca  E.,  220 

Wrightington,  Abigail  (Tew),  211 
Ann,  211 
Margaret,  211 
Margaret  (Ward),  211 
Robert  (2),  211 
Thomas,  211 
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Abercrombie,  James,  52n 
Adams,  Ebenezer,  72 
Adams,  John,  27,  28,  29,  34,  57n, 
74n,  90,  92,  122,  124;  on  Ward’s 
death,  202n;  letters  to  Warren,  34, 
114-115 

Adams,  Samuel,  95n,  143,  174,  203 
Alexander,  William,  197 
Allen,  Ethan,  158,  180 
Allen,  Paul,  201 
Alsop,  John,  93 

Amherst,  Jeffery,  6,  9,  100,  121, 
151n;  letter  from  Ward,  10 
Angell,  James,  39 

Antrobus,  Charles,  15,  16;  letter 
from  Ward,  16 
Armstrong,  John,  196 
Arnold,  Benedict,  35,  88,  111,  123, 
127n,  144,  147,  148,  176,  177,  191, 
193,  196 

Arnold,  David,  131 
“Association,”  Newport,  67 
Auchmuty,  Robert,  22n 
Ayscough,  James,  74,  201 
Babcock,  Henry,  49,  178n,  198,  201 
Babcock,  James,  69,  79 
Babcock,  Joshua,  198n 
Bache,  Richard,  76 
Bache,  Sarah  Franklin  (Mrs.  Rich¬ 
ard  Bache),  76 
Barton,  William,  158n 
Bayonne,  France,  proposed  voyaere, 
88n,  89n,  93-94 
Bermuda,  98 

Betsy  (British  vessel),  160n 
Blanchard,  Jeremiah?,  130 
Bliven,  Edward,  1 1 
Bliven,  John,  Jr.,  letter  from  Ward, 
11-12 

Block  Island,  R.  I.,  39,  80,  185,  197, 
198 

Bond,  Thomas?,  71 

Boston  Chronicle,  lOOn 

Boston,  Mass.,  23-24,  40,  55,  63,  74, 


80,81,96,  101,  105,  110,  112,  117, 
124,  131,  138,  146,  156,  167,  169, 
173,  182,  198;  Old  South  Church 
desecrated,  151 
Boston  Port  Bill,  25 
Boston  Tea  Party,  23 
Bounty,  35,  132-133,  139,  143-144, 
150,  152,  153,  159,  160,  168 
Bowen,  Dr.  Ephraim?,  39 
Bowen,  Dr.  William?,  39 
Bradford,  Thomas,  143 
Bradford,  William  (1719-1791),  143 
Bradford,  William  (of  Bristol),  66n, 
122 

Bristol,  R.  I.,  99n,  103 
Broughton,  Nicholson,  99n 
Brown,  Elisha,  13;  letter  to  Ward,  18 
Brown  Brothers  of  Providence,  18, 
135n,  174,  185,  193;  John,  54n, 
135,  136,  143,  174;  Joseph,  135n; 
Nicholas,  135,  140 
Brown  University,  19,  35 
Bruere,  George  James,  98n 
Bunker  Hill,  battle  of,  34,  49,  52,  54, 
56,  58,  65 
Burgoyne,  John,  36 
Cameron,  Allan,  133n 
Campbell,  Duncan,  112,  114 
Campbell,  Lord  William,  97 
Canada,  95,  96,  105,  170,  193,  197 
Canadian  campaign,  1775-1776,  35, 
88,  93n,  105,  123,  127-128,  178, 
179,  180.  See  also  Montreal,  Que¬ 
bec 

Canadians,  166;  attitude  toward  the 
colonies,  65,  68 

Carleton,  Guy,  65,  66,  123,  128 
Carroll,  Charles,  193n 
Carroll,  Father  John,  193n 
Carter,  John,  192n,  195 
Chambly,  Fort,  98,  117 
Champlin,  Christopher,  42 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  34,  54,  58,  61 
Chase,  Samuel,  116,  193 
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Chatham,  William  Pitt,  first  Earl, 
33n 

Church,  Dr.  Benjamin,  46,  99-100 
Church,  Thomas,  103 
Clarke,  Anna  Ward  (Mrs.  Ethan 
Clarke),  13n,  49,  5 In,  194,  200; 
letter  from  Ward,  101-102 
Clarke,  Cary,  71 

Clarke,  Ethan,  49n,  51,  72,  73,  79, 
194,  200 

Clarke,  Joseph,  48,  56 
Clarke  and  Nightingale,  Providence 
merchants,  136,  140,  174,  175 
Cochran,  Robert,  180 
Collins,  John,  24,  57,  194;  letter 
from  Ward,  24-25 
Collins,  Stephen,  27,  57,  60,  61 
Colonial  defense,  30,  39,  47-48,  52, 
53,  55,  60,  75,  80-81,  85,  88,  95, 
96,  100-101,  146,  151-152,  173, 
178,  180,  196 

Committee  of  Safety.  See  Rhode 
Island  Committee  of  Safety 
Committees.  Continental  Congress. 
See  Continental  Congress.  Com¬ 
mittees 

Common  Sense,  effect,  192-193,  195 
Conanicut  Island,  British  raid,  147, 
179n 

Confederation,  question  of,  158-160, 
192 

Congress.  See  Continental  Congress 
Connecticut,  55,  74,  87,  94,  97,  115, 
133,  137,  156,  159,  179 
Connecticut-Pennsylvania  boundary, 
91,  131 

Connolly,  Dr.  John,  133 
Continental  Army,  52n,  60,  63,  64, 
65,  68,  78,  81,  85,  90,  91,  103-104, 
106,  110,  126,  127,  131,  136,  143, 
145,  154-155,  156,  165-166,  168, 
170,  191.  See  also  Bounty,  Enlist¬ 
ment,  Officers,  Pay 
Continental  Congress,  1774,  26-29, 
31,  33,  34,  1 13n 

Continental  Congress,  1775,  28,  30, 
34,  35,  39,  41,  43,  46,  47-48,  52, 
53,  56,  60,  63,  69,  77,  86,  88,  90, 
100,  101,  104,  110,  113,  116,  117, 
125,  129,  132,  133-134,  135-136, 
139,  140,  142,  143,  144,  147,  150, 
151n,  152,  154,  155,  158;  Second 


Petition  to  King,  57-58,  95n,  121; 
Resolutions:  July  4,  58;  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  116;  July  15,  135-136,  171, 
194;  Proclamation,  December  6, 
146 

Continental  Congress,  1775.  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Conference  with  the 
Commander  -  in  -  chief,  90,  110; 
Committee  on  claims,  101,  139; 
Committee  on  the  navy,  124, 
140n,  143;  Secret  Committee,  88n, 
93-94,  116,  160 

Continental  Congress,  1776,  35,  166, 
171,  172,  175,  178,  179,  181,  191, 
193,  194,  196,  197,  203;  Resolves: 
January  2,  175n;  January  20, 
1 8 1  n;  February  15,  193n;  Febru¬ 
ary  23,  195 

Continental  Congress,  1776.  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  202n;  Secret 
Committee,  174;  See  also  Bounty, 
Colonial  defense,  Continental 
army,  Continental  navy,  Public 
safety 

Continental  navy,  124,  126,  140n, 
142-143,  144,  150,  151n,  160,  174, 
203 

Cooke,  Nicholas,  39,  48,  55,  58,  88, 
91,  98n,  100,  101,  106,  108,  109, 
112,  114,  116,  121,  122,  147n,  185, 
198n;  letters  to  Hopkins  and 
Ward,  52-54,  64-66,  66-67,  80-82, 
98-99,  129-131,  135-137,  144-145, 
178-180,  181-182,  193,  197-198, 
200-201;  letters  from  Hopkins  and 
Ward,  96-98,  117-118,  131-132; 
letters  from  Ward,  93-94,  171-172, 
174-175 

Crandal,  Joseph,  205 
Crawford,  Francis  Marion,  36 
Crawford,  Louisa  Cutler  Ward 
(Mrs.  Thomas  Crawford),  36 
Cushing,  Thomas,  31;  letter  from 
Ward  and  Hopkins,  25-26 
Cygnet  (British  naval  vessel),  16 
Dartmouth,  William  Legge,  second 
Earl,  30,  31,  96n 
Deane,  Ezra,  130 

Deane,  Silas,  25,  93,  115n,  160,  202n 
Dickinson,  John,  27,  33,  74n,  92n, 
93;  letter  to  Ward,  32-33;  letter 
from  Ward,  30-32 
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Dorchester  Point,  Mass.,  198,  200 
Duche,  Rev.  Jacob,  113,  203n 
Dunmore,  John  Murray,  fourth  Earl , 
95,  97,  132,  133,  134,  145,  152, 
158,  167,  173n 
Dyer,  Eliphalet,  90,  91,  122 
Dyer,  Samuel,  109 
Elizer,  Isaac,  7-8 
Ellery,  William,  22,  113,  203 
Enlistment,  125,  131,  132,  133,  136, 
137-138,  145,  151,  160,  169 
Falmouth,  Mass,  (now  Portland, 
Maine),  burning  of,  108 
Fisher’s  Island,  Conn.,  raided  by 
British,  74 

Flagg,  Jane  (afterward  Mrs.  Elihu 
Greene),  49 
Fleming,  John,  100 
France,  111,  144,  166,  167,  169-170 
Franklin,  Benjamin,  4,  8n,  34,  39, 
76,  90,  91,  92,  93,  95,  96,  105,  124, 
135n,  157,  158n,  183n,  186,  192, 
193,  194,  200;  letter  from  Ward, 
74-76 

Franklin,  John,  8n 
Franklin,  William,  155,  175 
Franklin  (schooner),  99n 
Freebody,  Samuel?,  61 
Freebody,  Thomas?,  61 
Gadsden,  Christopher,  180 
Gage,  Thomas,  33n,  65,  96n,  98n, 
1 12n,  114 

Galloway,  Joseph,  29,  32 
Gammell,  William,  3,  4 
Gaspee  affair,  22-23,  13 In 
Gates,  Horatio,  36 
General  Assembly.  See  Rhode  Island 
General  Assembly 

George  III,  45,  95n,  100,  114,  115n, 
121,  123,  141,  165,  167,  172,  173, 
193 

Georgia,  92;  Petition  to  the  King,  88 
Glasgow  (British  vessel),  131 
Goddard,  William,  44,  92 
Gorham,  Joseph,  114n 
Graves,  Samuel,  42,  67n,  108n 
Gray,  Ebenezer,  19n 
Greene,  Anna  Lippitt  (Mrs.  Chris¬ 
topher  Greene),  177 
Greene,  Catharine  Littlefield  (Mrs. 
Nathanael  Greene),  41n 
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Greene,  Catharine  Ray  (Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  Greene),  4,  36,  75n,  183 
Greene,  Catharine  Ward  (Mrs. 
Christopher  Greene),  13n,  45n, 
5 In,  148n;  letter  to  Ward,  182- 
183;  letters  from  Ward,  29-30, 
186-187;  from  Samuel  Ward,  Jr., 
51-52 

Greene,  Christopher  (1737-1781), 
35,  45,  69,  93n,  105,  128n,  144, 
176,  177-178,  180,  182,  196,  200 
Greene,  Christopher  (1748-1830), 
29,  45 n,  5 In,  183 
Greene,  Jacob,  66n 
Greene,  Nathanael,  36,  41,  46,  57, 
65,  73,  78,  79,  80,  136,  150,  151, 
169,  170,  176,  182;  letters  to 
Ward,  62-64,  102-106,  108-112, 
137-139,  145-147,  152-157,  165- 
169 

Greene,  Phebe.  See  Ward,  Phebe 
Greene  (Mrs.  Samuel  Ward,  Jr.) 
Greene,  Thomas,  123n,  135n 
Greene,  William  (1696-1758),  6 
Greene,  William  ( 1731-1809),  4,  36, 
75,  103 

Greenman,  Silas,  71 
Grenville,  George,  14 
Grinnell,  Capt.  (not  identified), 
180,  184 

Hale,  Nathan,  74n 
Hall,  Giles,  98n 
Hall,  Lyman,  34 
Hancock,  John,  47,  54,  98 
Harrison,  Benjamin,  74n,  86,  90,  91, 
105,  155,  157 
Harrison,  William,  15 
Hartford  Conference  of  1758,  6,  9 
Hawkins,  Abraham,  12 
Hewes,  Joseph,  160 
Hichborn,  Benjamin,  74 
Hill,  Harry,  113 
Hitchcock,  Daniel,  79,  80,  103 
Hog  Island,  Boston  Harbor,  41 
Hopkins,  Esek,  89n,  94,  108,  131, 
135,  138n,  140,  149,  151n,  175, 
184,  198n 

Hopkins,  John  Burroughs,  89n,  94, 
135 

Hopkins,  Stephen,  6,  9,  12,  13,  18, 
25,  26,  28-29,  30,  32n,  35,  39,  55, 
57n,  64,  88,  93,  123,  124n,  135, 
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139n,  150,  157,  172,  193,  194,  203; 
letters  to  Cooke,  96-98,  117-118, 
131-132;  to  Cushing,  25-26;  letters 
from  Cooke,  52-54,  64-66,  66-67, 
80-82,  98-99,  129-131,  135-137, 
144-145,  178-180,  181-182,  193, 
197-198,  200-201 
House,  Mrs.  Mary,  202 
Howe,  Mrs.  Julia  Ward,  36 
Howe,  Robert,  196 
Howe,  William,  112,  121,  138,  146, 
158,  198 

Howell,  David,  19 
Hubbart  (or  Hubbard),  Judith  Ray 
(Mrs.  Thomas  Hubbart),  4,  8n 
Hubbart,  Thomas,  4,  8n 
Hubbart,  Tuthill,  8 
Hunter,  Dr.  William,  106,  157 
Hutchinson,  Thomas,  72n;  letter  to 
Ward,  8 

Independence,  attitude  of  Ward,  43, 
92,  116;  of  Nathanael  Greene, 
111,  166-167;  of  Henry  Ward, 
141-142;  effect  of  Common  Sense, 
193 

Indians,  attitude  toward  the  col¬ 
onies,  66,  68 
Ingersoll,  Jared,  104n 
Jefferson,  Thomas,  34,  54-55,  86 
Jenckes,  John,  198n 
Jenkins,  John,  130 
Jepson,  John,  109 
Johnson,  Augustus,  17 
Jones,  Pearson,  108n 
Karnes,  Lord  Henry,  78 
Katy  (sloop),  54 
Kearsley,  Dr.  John,  113 
Kimball,  Asa,  letter  to  Ward,  12-13 
Langdon,  John,  93,  123 
Lechmere  Point,  146,  198 
Lee,  Arthur,  lOOn 

Lee,  Charles,  64,  102n,  147,  157, 
160,  168,  191,  196,  197;  letter  to 
Ward,  169-171 

Lee,  Francis  Lightfoot,  86,  92 
Lee,  Richard  Henry,  30n,  8 In,  86, 
1 13n,  124,  146n 
Lee  (schooner),  136n,  160n 
Leslie,  Charles,  16,  17 
Letters,  intercepted,  74,  90n,  92n, 
99n,  1 13n,  124,  160,  175 
Lewis,  Andrew,  196 


Littlefield,  John,  4 
Littlefield,  Phebe  Ray  (Mrs.  John 
Littlefield),  4 
Livingston,  Philip,  93 
Livingston,  Robert  R.,  123 
Lopez,  Aaron,  7-8,  24 
Loudoun,  John  Campbell,  fourth 
Earl,  6 

Lynch,  Thomas,  90,  105,  155,  157 
Lynch  (schooner),  99n 
Lyndon,  Josias,  18 
McKean,  Thomas,  93,  114n 
Maclean,  Allan,  114n 
McNeal,  Hector,  15 In 
Maidstone  (British  naval  vessel), 
15-16 

Malbone,  John,  109 
Manley,  John,  136n,  160n,  181n,  200 
Mansfield,  William  Murray,  first 
Earl,  100 

Marchant,  Henry,  20n,  22,  23,  78n; 

letter  to  Ward,  22-23 
Martin,  Josiah,  96 
Martindale,  Sion,  105,  144 
Maryland,  69,  197 
Massachusetts,  76,  137,  159 
Massachusetts  Superior  Court,  7, 
23n 

Maxson,  John,  4 

Mecom,  Jane  Franklin,  49n,  75,  183 
Meigs,  Return  Jonathan,  127n 
Mein,  John,  100 

Mercury,  Newport,  lOn,  13,  15,  25 
Mifflin,  Thomas  27,  32,  57,  173 
Militia,  39,  51,  101,  105,  137,  145, 
147,  157n,  168,  173n,  179,  191, 
198 

Minerva  (brig),  98 
Minute  men,  157 
Molasses  Act,  14-15,  16 
Monckton,  Robert,  121 
Montgomery,  Richard,  123,  128, 
144,  147,  148,  176n,  177,  182 
Montreal,  97,  122,  158,  191,  196 
Moore,  James,  196 
Morris,  Robert,  187n 
Mumford,  Gideon,  123n,  135n 
Mumford,  Nathaniel,  123n,  135n 
Munro,  Dr.  Thomas?,  73 
Nancy  (brigantine),  136n 
Nelson,  Thomas,  Jr.,  86 
Newman,  Elnathan,  71 
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New  England  colonies,  77,  91,  154, 
159,  180,  192;  distrust  of,  92,  104, 
116,  150,  155,  159,  192 
New  Hampshire,  55,  97,  133,  137, 
138,  147 

New  York,  39,  58,  87,  95 
New  York  City,  101,  112,  167,  170, 
174,  191,  192,  197 
Newport,  R.  I.,  3,  7,  10,  15,  17,  18, 
24,  42,  43,  54,  64,  66,  67,  74,  75, 
89,  95,  96,  97,  99,  106,  108,  109, 
131,  134,  138,  147,  160,  170,  179, 
181,  185,  192 

Newport  Committee  of  Correspond¬ 
ence,  24 

Newport  Mercury.  See  Mercury, 
Newport 

Nightingale,  Joseph,  Sr.,  69 
Norfolk,  Va.,  132,  134,  173 
North,  Lord  Frederick,  45n 
Northrup,  John,  66n 
Noyes,  Joseph,  51 

Officers  of  the  army,  63,  77-78,  86, 
111,  150,  155.  See  also  Pay,  offi¬ 
cers 

Oliver,  Andrew,  72n 
Otis,  James,  6n,  7 
Otis,  Nathaniel,  75 
Paine,  Robert  Treat,  123 
Paine,  Thomas,  Common  sense ,  ef¬ 
fect,  192-193 
Palfrey,  William,  171 
Paper  money,  61,  127 
Park,  Joseph,  4 
Parker,  Hyde,  197 
Parliament,  7,  14,  34,  196 
Pay,  officers,  77-78,  86,  91,  104,  166; 
privates,  91,  103-104,  133,  150, 
166.  See  also  Bounty 
Penet,  Pierre,  144,  147,  160,  193 
Penn,  Richard,  58 
Pennsylvania-Connecticut  boundary, 
91,  131 

Pennsylvania-Virginia  boundary,  91 
Pennsylvania  Journal,  and  the 
Weekly  Advertiser,  143 
Petitions  to  the  King,  28,  30,  45,  57- 
58,  86-87,  88,  95n,  121,  125 
Philipps,  Peter,  78,  103n 
Phoenix  (frigate),  197n 
Pitt,  William.  See  Chatham 
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Pliarne,  Emanuel  de,  144,  147,  160, 
193 

Ploughed  Hill,  Mass.,  81n 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  108 
Postal  service,  44,  76n,  92 
Potter,  Simeon,  31 
Potter,  William,  40n 
Powder,  43,  54,  55,  58,  68,  69,  85, 
88n,  94,  110,  111,  114,  115,  116, 
118,  125n,  126,  127,  135-136,  140, 
147,  167,  171,  173,  174,  183,  186, 
190-191,  192,  197;  saltpeter,  124, 
125,  129-130,  131,  174,  181,  186, 
191  195 

Prescott,  Richard,  158,  180-181 
Prat  (or  Pratt),  Benjamin,  6n 
Priestley,  Joseph,  34 
Prisoners  of  war,  137,  177,  180-181 
Providence,  R.  I.,  75,  78,  95,  96, 
147n 

Prudence  Island,  British  raid,  179 
Public  safety,  measures  for,  96,  97, 
101,  178 

Putnam,  Israel,  52,  63n,  65 
Quebec,  35,  92,  98,  105,  111,  128, 
144,  147,  148,  176n,  179,  191,  199 
Quebec  Act  of  1774,  40 
Randolph,  Peyton,  54,  86,  113 
Ray,  Anna.  See  Ward,  Anna  Ray 
(Mrs.  Samuel  Ward,  Sr.) 

Ray,  Catharine.  See  Greene,  Cath¬ 
arine  Ray  (Mrs.  William  Greene) 
Ray,  Judith.  See  Hubbart,  Judith 
Ray  (Mrs.  Thomas  Hubbart) 
Ray,  Phebe.  See  Littlefield,  Phebe 
Ray  (Mrs.  John  Littlefield) 

Ray,  Simon,  4 
Read,  George,  95n 
Read,  Thomas,  95 
Rebellion,  royal  proclamation 
against,  115,  117,  124,  146 
Redwood,  Abraham,  27n,  113 
Redwood,  William,  27n,  88,  203 
Reed,  Joseph,  99,  193n 
Rhode  Island,  14,  53,  55,  58,  91,  94, 
101,  138,  170,  171,  178,  179,  188, 
198;  Gas  pee  affair,  22-23,  13  In; 
military  situation,  109,  136; 
finances,  136,  139,  143,  193 
Rhode  Island  Brigade,  68,  178,  198, 
201 
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Rhode  Island  College.  See  Brown 
University 

Rhode  Island  Committee  of  Safety, 
54,  66-67,  81,  103,  126;  Commit¬ 
tee  from  to  Continental  Congress, 
123,  126,  136,  139,  143 
Rhode  Island  General  Assembly,  5- 
6,  14,  17-18,  23,  25,  30,  31,  44,  52- 
53,  67,  75,  78,  79n,  81n,  85,  98n, 
122,  124n,  126,  138n,  171,  174, 
175,  178,  179,  181,  192,  195,  197- 
198 

Rhode  Island  navy,  98,  131,  174, 
180,  181 

Rhode  Island  Superior  Court,  7 
Rhode  Island  troops,  41-42,  43,  66, 
81,  102-104,  109,  138,  179-180, 
185,  198 

Richmond,  William,  66n,  178n 
Riflemen,  60,  70,  139,  157n 
Roberdeau,  Daniel,  77 
Robinson,  John,  16-17 
Rodney,  Caesar,  113n 
Rodney,  Thomas,  113n 
Rome,  George,  42,  47,  131 
Rose,  Samuel,  12 

Rose  (H.M.S.  frigate),  42n,  64n,  131 
Rotch,  Francis,  42 
Rotch,  William,  42 
Roxbury,  Mass.,  43,  51,  81 
Royal  Fensible  Americans  regiment, 
114 

Royal  Scotch  Emigrants  regiment, 
1 14n 

Russell,  Joseph?,  69 
Russell,  William?,  69 
St.John  (British  vessel),  15 
St.  John’s,  Canada,  87,  97,  98,  117, 
123 

Saltonstall,  Dudley,  140n 
Sanford,  Benjamin,  72n 
Sanford,  Lydia,  72 
Sanford,  William,  72n 
Schuyler,  Philip,  65n,  87,  97,  196 
Selman,  John,  99n 
Sessions,  Darius,  39n,  40n,  48n,  106 
Seymour,  George  Dudley,  74n 
Sheffield,  Joseph  72,  184 
Sherburne,  Henry,  103 
Shipley,  Jonathan,  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph,  34 


Ships,  captured,  54,  136-137,  144, 
160,  181,  200 
Skinner,  Cortland,  175 
Smallpox,  26,  32,  35,  45,  48,  146, 
151,  164,  189,  190,  202  ' 

Smith,  John,  66n 
Smyth,  John  F.  D.,  133n 
Southern  colonies,  suspicious  of  New 
England,  92,  104,  116,  150,  155, 
159,  192;  opposition  of  southern 
members  to  a  bounty,  133 
Southwick,  Solomon,  25,  75 
Spain,  166,  167 
Sparks,  Jared,  3 
Spencer,  Joseph,  63n 
Squirrel  (British  naval  vessel),  15 
Stamp  Act,  13-14,  16,  17,  18,  23 
Stanhope,  Henry  Edwin,  137 
Stiles,  Ezra,  7,  13,  29 
Stillman,  Rev.  Samuel,  203 
Supplies,  for  British,  42,  47,  80,  109, 
117,  157;  for  army,  110,  125,  156, 
197 

Swan  (British  naval  vessel),  74n, 
131,201 

Symes,  Richard?,  112 
Thayer,  Simeon,  128 
Thompson,  Elias?,  71 
Thompson,  William,  196 
Thomson,  Charles,  32 
Thurlow,  Lord  Edward,  40 
Ticonderoga,  Fort,  N.  Y.,  39,  123, 
198n 

Tillinghast,  Daniel,  66n 
Tillinghast,  Mary.  See  Ward,  Mary 
Tillinghast  (Mrs.  Richard  Ward) 
Tompkins,  Samuel,  195 
Topham,  John,  128 
Tories,  42,  133,  134,  157,  167,  168, 
191 

Trade,  58,  111,  117-118,  127,  154 
Treasury,  state  of,  123,  126-127,  136 
Trumbull,  Jonathan,  58,  65,  90,  98 
Trumbull,  Joseph,  43,  103,  111 
Tyron,  William,  95,  167,  191 
Varnum,  James  Mitchell,  22,  40n, 
69,  73,  79,  80,  103,  176 
Virginia,  58,  69,  133-134,  145,  152, 
158,  167.  See  also  Dunmore,  John 
Murray,  fourth  Earl 
Virginia-Pennsylvania  boundary,  91 
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Wallace,  James,  42,  64,  66,  67n,  74, 
100,  108,  147,  149,  179,  181,  184, 
192n,  201 

Wanton,  Joseph  (1705-1780),  18-19, 
22n,  30,  39n,  40,  52n,  64,  122n 
"Wanton,  Joseph,  Jr.,  147,  157 
Wanton,  Joseph  (son  of  Gideon 
Wanton),  16 

Ward,  Anna.  See  Clarke,  Anna 
Ward  (Mrs.  Ethan  Clarke) 

Ward,  Anna  Ray  (Mrs.  Samuel 
Ward,  Sr.),  4,  5,  8n,  20;  letter  to 
Ward,  21;  to  Samuel  Ward,  Jr., 
19;  letters  from  Ward,  9,  10-11 
Ward,  Artemas,  64n 
Ward,  Catharine.  See  Greene,  Cath¬ 
arine  Ward  (Mrs.  Christopher 
Greene) 

Ward,  Charles,  13n,  20,  63,  69,  106, 
114-115;  Continental  commission, 
187 

Ward,  Deborah,  13n,  61;  letter  to 
Samuel  Ward,  Jr.,  48-50;  letters 
from  Ward,  147-149,  163-165 
Ward,  Hannah  (daughter  of  Samuel 
Ward),  5,  13n,  29 
Ward,  Hannah  (sister  of  Samuel 
Ward),  19-20;  letters  from  Ward, 
20,  190-191 

Ward,  Henry,  8-9,  35,  36,  66,  72n, 
91n,  99n;  letters  to  Ward,  41-44, 
141-142;  letters  from  Ward,  39- 
40,  47-48,  54-56,  57-59,  87-89,  89- 
93,  95-96,  99-101,  112-114,  115- 
117,  121-122,  122-124,  126-127, 
132-133,  133-135,  139-140,  142- 
144,  149-152,  157-160,  173-174, 
180-181,  184-186,  191-193,  195- 
197;  from  Young,  201-204 
Ward,  John,  13n;  letter  from  Ward, 
1 87- i  88 

Ward,  Mary,  13n;  letters  to  Samuel 
Ward,  Jr.,  50-51,  71-73;  letters 
from  Ward,  60-62,  106-108,  163 
Ward,  Mary  Tillinghast  (Mrs.  Rich¬ 
ard  Ward),  3 

Ward,  Phebe  Greene  (Mrs.  Samuel 
Ward,  Jr.),  36,  48 
Ward,  Richard  (father  of  Samuel 
Ward),  3 

Ward,  Richard  (brother  of  Samuel 
Ward),  3 
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Ward,  Samuel  (1725-1776),  lOn, 
29,  32n,  57n,  63n,  73n,  79n,  113n, 
114,  1 15n,  124n,  133n,  136,  139n, 
147n,  160n,  202n;  birth,  3;  no  ex¬ 
isting  portrait,  3;  early  life,  3-4; 
marriage,  4;  settles  in  Westerly,  4; 
deputy  to  Rhode  Island  General 
Assembly,  5-6;  delegate  to  Hart¬ 
ford  Conference,  1758,  6;  dispute 
with  Hopkins,  6;  chief-justice, 
Rhode  Island  Superior  Court,  7-8; 
efforts  in  behalf  of  brother  Henry, 
8-9;  governor,  1762,  9;  1765,  13; 
1766,  18;  children,  13n;  difficul¬ 
ties  with  British,  13-17;  confession 
of  faith,  20;  serious  illness,  20-21; 
prayer  composed  by,  21-22;  urges 
support  of  Boston  after  Boston 
Tea  Party,  23-25;  delegate  to 
Continental  Congress,  1774,  25- 
29;  presents  report  of  Congress  to 
Rhode  Island  General  Assembly, 
30;  delegate  to  Continental  Con¬ 
gress,  1775,  30;  member  Secret 
Committee,  35,  88n,  94,  101; 
Committee  on  claims,  35,  101, 
139;  Committee  of  the  state  of 
Virginia,  133-134;  necessity  for 
united  efforts  of  the  colonies  and 
the  aims  of  Congress,  30-32;  sees 
war  with  Britain  as  inevitable,  34, 
107;  favors  bounty,  35,  132-133; 
delegate  to  Continental  Congress, 
1776,  35;  Chairman,  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  35,  202n;  death 
from  smallpox,  26n,  35,  203-204; 
funeral,  203;  on  independence,  43, 
92,  116;  on  Washington,  59,  76; 
on  liberty,  78,  188,  190;  on  Royal 
proclamation  against  rebellion, 
115-116;  on  confederation,  158- 
160,  192;  on  Common  Sense,  192- 
193, 195;  letter  of  administration  of 
estate,  205;  letters  to  Mrs.  Ward, 
9,  10-11;  to  Anna  Ward  Clarke, 
101-102;  to  Catharine  Ward 
Greene,  29-30,  186-187;  to  chil¬ 
dren,  44-46,  172-173,  177-178, 
183-184,  189-190;  to  Deborah 
Ward,  147-149,  163-165;  to  Han¬ 
nah  Ward,  20,  190-191  (?),  to 
Henry  Ward,  39-40,  47-48,  54-56, 
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57-59,  87-89,  89-93,  95-96,  99-101, 
112-114,  115-117,  121-122,  122- 
124,  124-126,  126-127,  132-133, 
133-135,  139-140,  142-144,  149- 
152,  157-160,  1 73-1 74 ( ? ) ,  ISO- 
181,  184-186,  191-193,  195-197; 
to  John  Ward,  187-188;  to  Mary 
Ward,  60-62,  106-108,  163;  to 
Samuel  Ward,  Jr.,  27-28,  40-41, 
46-47,  56-57,  59-60,  67-69,  73,  76- 
79,  79-80,  175-179,  199-200;  let¬ 
ters  to  others:  to  Amherst,  10;  to 
Antrobus,  16;  to  John  Bliven,  Jr., 

11- 12;  to  John  Collins,  24-25;  to 

Cooke,  93-94;  96-98,  117-118, 
131-132,  171-172,  174-175;  to 
Cushing,  25-26;  to  Dickinson,  30- 
32;  to  Franklin,  74-76;  to  uniden¬ 
tified  correspondent,  194;  to 
Washington,  85-87;  letters  from 
Mrs.  Ward,  21;  from  Catharine 
Ward  Greene,  182-183;  from 
Henry  Ward,  41-44,  141-142;  let¬ 
ters  from  others:  from  Elisha 
Brown,  18;  from  Cooke,  52-54, 
64-66,  66-67,  80-82,  98-99,  129- 
131,  135-137,  144-145,  178-180, 
181-182,  193,  197-198,  200-201; 
from  Dickinson,  32-33;  from  Na¬ 
thanael  Greene,  62-64,  102-106, 
108-112,  137-139,  145-147,  152- 
157,  165  -  169;  from  Thomas 

Hutchinson,  8;  from  Asa  Kimball, 

12- 13;  from  Charles  Lee,  169-171; 
from  Marchant,  22  -  23;  from 
Washington,  80 

Ward,  Samuel,  Jr.  (1756-1832),  5, 
34,  36,  114,  148,  163,  177,  179, 
186;  student  at  Brown  University, 
19,  35;  military  service,  35-36, 
40n;  42,  44,  51-52,  63,  70-71,  76, 
93n,  105,  127-128,  148,  176,  Con¬ 
tinental  commission,  90;  com¬ 
mended  by  Washington,  80,  85; 
prisoner  of  war,  Quebec,  148n, 


175-177,  180,  182,  183,  184,  189, 
190;  letters  to  Catharine  Ward 
Greene,  51-52;  to  brothers  and 
sisters,  69-71;  to  sisters,  127-129; 
letters  from  Mrs.  Ward,  19;  from 
Deborah  Ward,  48-50;  from  Mary 
Ward,  50-51,  71-73;  from  Ward, 
27-28,  40-41,  46-47,  56-57,  59-60, 
67-69,  73,  76-79,  79-80,  175-177, 
199-200 

Ward,  Samuel  (1814-1884),  3,  36 
Ward,  Thomas,  8-9 
Warren,  James,  69,  74n,  90n,  95n, 
1 15n,  1 74;  letters  from  Adams,  34, 
114-115 

Warren,  Joseph,  52 
Washington,  George,  56,  59,  62-63, 
65n,  69,  73,  74n,  76,  80,  81n,  87n, 
88n,  89,  90,  91,  92,  93n,  98,  99n, 
103,  104,  105n,  113n,  124n,  125n, 
133,  144,  145-146,  147n,  148,  151, 
152,  156,  158,  160n,  183n,  191n, 
193n,  198,  200;  letter  to  Ward,  80; 
letter  from  Ward,  85-87 
Washington  (brig),  105 
Webster,  Peletiah,  203 
West,  Benjamin,  185n 
West,  William,  178n,  181,  198 
Westerly,  R.  I.  Town  Council,  205 
Whipple,  Abraham,  98n,  131,  132, 
135,  151 

Wicks,  Thomas,  40n 
Wightman,  Reuben?,  47 
Wilkes,  John,  45n 
Willing,  Thomas,  93 
Winthrop,  John,  74 
Woedtke,  Frederick  William  de,  196 
Wolcott,  Oliver,  203n 
Wooster,  David,  63n,  176,  191,  196, 
199 

Wythe,  George,  86,  92 
Young,  Dr.  Thomas,  55,  194;  letter 
to  Henry  Ward  on  Ward’s  death, 
201-204 

Zubly,  Rev.  John  Joachim,  88 


